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Armenia and the European Parliament repeatedly warned about the
imminent ethnic cleansing in Nagorno Karabakh — PM

France - Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan addresses the European Parliament in Strasbourg, October 17, 2023.

It is sad, extremely sad, that despite hundreds of alarms,
decisions of the International Court of Justice, resolutions of
the European Parliament, PACE and parliaments of individual
countries, calls of executive bodies, the international community,
we were all unable to prevent the ethnic cleansing of Armenians
in Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said in an address to the European parliament.

“The Government of Armenia and the European Parlia-
ment repeatedly warned about the imminent ethnic cleansing
in Nagorno-Karabakh, the Government of Armenia has sent
many calls to the UN, OSCE, EU to send a fact-finding team to
the illegally blocked Lachin Corridor and Nagorno-Karabakh,
but no organization made such a decision. We initiated three
discussions related to the topic in the UN Security Council, but

No document can dissolve a
state created by the people,
Artsakh President says.

Armenian PM, CoE Human
Rights Commissioner dis-
cuss situation creates as a
result of mass exodus from

Nagorno-Karabakh — p 2 p. 4

Europe will continue to support
Armenia in dealing with influx of
people from Nagorno Karabakh
- Roberta Metsola

the discussions did not produce any practical results and, here,
Nagorno Karabakh is already depopulated. Due to the inaction of
the Russian peacekeeping force, more than 100,000 Armenians
left their homes and homeland in Nagorno-Karabakh within a
week, another 20,000 were forced to leave Nagorno-Karabakh
immediately after the 44-day war, and some due to the illegal
blockade of the Lachin Corridor that started in December 2022.
They did not have the opportunity to return to Karabakh,” Pm
Pashinyan said.

“And today some pretend that they do not understand why
the Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh left their homes en masse.
Asking such a question is cynicism in itself, because the answer
is more than clear. Azerbaijan clearly and unequivocally demon-

strated its decision to make the life of Armenians
& Page3

Dutch Parliament calls for mil-
itary support to Armenia
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Armenian PM, CoE Human Rights Commissioner discuss situation
creates as a result of mass exodus from Nagorno-Karabakh

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived Council of Europe Commissioner
for Human Rights Dunja Mijatovic¢.

The interlocutors discussed the hu-
manitarian situation created by the forced
displacement of more than 100,000 Arme-
nians from Nagorno-Karabakh as a result
of Azerbaijan’s policy of ethnic cleansing,
and the further steps of assistance by the
international community.

The Prime Minister welcomed Mrs.
Mijatovic’s visit and expressed confidence
that it will contribute to getting to know
the existing challenges and problems on

the ground.

Dunja Mijatovi¢ noted
that her goal is to assess the
existing needs, including
those related to ensuring
the rights of the Armenians
of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Thoughts were also
exchanged on the reforms
implemented by the Ar-
menian government in the
direction of human rights
protection, and further bi-
lateral cooperation.

Armenian, Iranian FMs discuss situation in the South Caucasus and

On October 17, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Armenia Ararat
Mirzoyan had a telephone conver-
sation with Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian, the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on
the latter’s initiative.

During the telephone conver-
sation, the issues of cooperation in

the Middle East

the directions and formats discussed
at the level of the heads of the two
countries, as well as the work on pro-
moting the Armenian-Iranian bilateral
agenda were touched upon.

During the telephone conversation,
the sides exchanged views on the cur-
rent situation in the South Caucasus
and the Middle East.

I highly appreciate the commitment of the Armenian government to
the peace process: Lithuanian PM

Lithuanian Prime Minister Ingrida Si-
monyté highly values the Armenian gov-
ernment’s commitment to the peace pro-
cess and supports the mediation efforts of
the European Union and the United States.

Lithuanian Prime Minister Ingrida
Simonyté said after the meeting with the
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
held in Yerevan.

“These are hard times for your coun-
try. I express my sincere condolences
to the families of those killed in the Na-
gorno-Karabakh wars. I am deeply sorry
for the suffering of the people who left

their homes,” the Prime Minister said.

Simonyté reminded that the Lithuanian
government provided financial and hu-
manitarian material support to Armenia,
expressing hope that it will help cover
some of their urgent needs.

“I highly appreciate your government’s
commitment to the peace process and sup-
port the mediation efforts of the European
Union and the United States. | hope and
believe that both sides will fulfill their
commitments, respecting each other’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty.

I believe that lasting peace can be

achieved through dialogue,” said the Lith-
uanian Prime Minister.

Simonyté added that the path to peace
is not easy, but it is the only way to achieve
stability and prosperity in Armenia and
the entire region.

The parties also discussed the security
situation in the region and the world.
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in Nagorno Karabakh impos-
pagel == .
sible,” he emphasized.
“From December 2022, during the il-
legal blockade of the Lachin Corridor, the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh were
deprived of external supplies of gas, elec-
tricity, fuel, food, baby food, medicine, hy-
giene and other essential items, civilians
carrying out agricultural work were tar-
geted by the armed forces of Azerbaijan,”
the Prime Minister noted.

“Since December 2022, we have alert-
ed dozens of times about Azerbaijan’s
plan,” PM Pashinyan said adding that after
closing the Lachin Corridor, Azerbaijan
starved people, increased military and
psychological pressure, then opened the
Lachin Corridor, and thus forced all Ar-
menians to leave.

“We talked about such a scenario in
January, February, March, April, May, June,
July, August of 2023, we talked loudly and

publicly. And I do not accept the surprised
faces of some international officials on the
occasion of the depopulation of Nagorno
Karabakh that took place in September;’
PM Pashinyan stated.

At the same time, he thanked the Eu-
ropean Parliament for naming what hap-
pened in Nagorno-Karabakh by its name.
“This is important to protect the future
rights of people who have been deprived
of their citizenship,” he noted.

Europe will continue to support Armenia in dealing with influx of
people from Nagorno Karabakh — Roberta Metsola

Europe will continue to support Ar-
menia’s efforts in dealing with the influx
of people from Nagorno Karabakh, Presi-
dent of the European Parliament Roberta

Metsola said as she welcomed Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to the
Parliament.

She assured PM Pashinyan of the EU

support to Armenia’s democratic reforms,
the strengthening of bilateral relations,
and stronger cooperation.

“Active participation of the interna-
tional community, as well as international
assurances for Armenians to continue to
live in Nagorno Karabakh can help achieve
peace and reconciliation. We remain com-
mitted to all efforts directed towards the
normalization of relations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan based on mutual
recognition of sovereignty, inviolability of
borders and territorial integrity,” Roberta
Metsola said.

She emphasized that Armenia remains
avital partner in the EU’s Eastern Neigh-
borhood. “EU stands ready to further sup-
port the democratically elected authorities
of Armenia, the resilience, security and
continuation of democratic reforms in
the country,” the European Parliament
President said.

Armenian PM, CoE Secretary general discuss developments in the

Council of Europe Secretary Gener-
al Marija Pejcinovi¢ Buri¢ has met with
the Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan. The meeting focused on the
developments in the region and the contri-
bution of the Council of Europe, including
in light of the recent visit by the Secretary
General’s Special Representative on Mi-

gration and Refugees to Armenia.

region

The Secretary General reiterated how
all those living in the Council of Europe
geographical space are entitled to the
full enjoyment of all human rights and
freedoms as enshrined in the European
Convention on Human Rights.

Moreover, she highlighted the rele-
vance of confidence-building measures
(CBMs) for dialogue between Armenia

W5 HUMAN RIGHTS,
DEMOCRACY ANDTHE RULE OF LAW

and Azerbaijan with participation of NGOs,

civil society, journalists and youth.
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No document can dissolve a state created by the people, Artsakh
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The Republic of Artsakh is not dis-
banded, no document can dissolve a state

President says.

created by the people, Artsakh President
Samvel Shahramanyan told protesters at
the Representation of Artsakh in Yerevan.

A number of people displaced from
the Republic of Artsakh rallied in Yerevan
demanding that President Samvel Shahra-
manyan annul the document, according to
which the Republic of Artsakh will cease
to exist from January 1, 2024.

“I have a lot to tell you, but what I
have to say contains great dangers for the

future fate of both Armenia and Artsakh.
All of us are in a very difficult situation,
an extremely difficult situation. What's
happening here that makes our situation
even worse. | am responsible for all the
steps [ have taken,” Shahramanyan said.

“We have another Motherland - the
Republic of Armenia, and we have no right
to endanger its future,” he said.

The President said he will give answers
in an interview with Public TV.

Blinken warns lawmakers Azerbaijan may invade Armenia in coming

Secretary of State Antony Blink-
en warned a small group of lawmak-
ers last week that his department is
tracking the possibility that Azerbaijan
could soon invade Armenia, accord-
ing to two people familiar with the
conversation, POLITICO reports.

The call indicates the depth of concern
in the administration about Azerbaijan’s
operations against Nagorno Karabakh and
the possibility of the conflict spreading.

In an Oct. 3 phone call, lawmakers
pressed Blinken on possible measures
against Aliyev in response to his country’s
invasion of Nagorno-Karabakh in Septem-
ber, said the people, who were granted
anonymity to discuss the sensitive call.

weeks — POLITICO

Blinken responded that the State De-
partment was looking at avenues to hold
Azerbaijan accountable and isn’t planning
to renew a long-standing waiver that al-
lows the U.S. to provide military assis-
tance to Baku. He added that State saw a

possibility that Azerbaijan would invade
southern Armenia in the coming weeks.

Still, Blinken expressed confidence
about ongoing diplomatic talks between
Armenia and Azerbaijan to the Democrat-
ic lawmakers, among them Reps. Nancy
Pelosi and Anna Eshoo of California, and
Frank Pallone of New Jersey.

Two additional people confirmed that
a briefing happened on the situation in
Azerbaijan, but did not provide details.

In a statement to POLITICO, the State
Department declined to comment on the
call, but emphasized the department’s
commitment to “Armenia’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity” and resolving
conflict through “direct talks.”

French Defense Minister says will discuss “concrete measures” with

French Defense Minister Sébastien
Lecornu has said he will be in contact with
Armenian Defense Minister Suren Papik-
yan to finalize operational and concrete

Armenian counterpart.

measures, French Ambassador to Armenia
Olivier Decottignies informs.

“I will be in contact next week with
the Armenian Minister of Defense to fi-
nalize operational and concrete meas-
ures. France stands by Armenia,” Minister
Lecornu said at during the discussions of
the 2024 defense budget at the Senate.

Speaking alongside Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan earlier this
month, French FM Catherine Colonna said
“Paris has agreed to sign contracts on de-
livery of military equipment to Armenia.”

“France has given its agreement to
the conclusion of future contracts with
Armenia which will allow the delivery of
military equipment to Armenia so that it
can ensure its defense,” she told reporters
after talks with Ararat Mirzoyan.

France’s top diplomat declined to pro-
vide any details.

“I can’t give many details. If [ have to go
a little further, know that there are things
that were already agreed between Arme-
nia and France and that are in progress,”
Colonna said.
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Dutch Parliament calls for military support to Armenia

The Dutch parliament has adoption
two motions by a large majority: one
regarding military support to Armenia
and the other on ethnic cleansing in Na-
gorno-Karabakh, the Federation of Ar-
menian Organizations in the Netherlands
informs.

In the motion on military support the
parliament notes that after invading Na-
gorno Karabakh Azerbaijan announced
further plans to attack Armenia. The par-
liament is asking the government to call
on other EU-member states to respond on
a possible Armenian request for military
support from a positive point of departure.

The second motion, considering the
UN definition of ethnic cleansing, asks the
government to judge if the exodus of the
Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh after
the blockade of more than 9 months and
the attack on the enclave, falls under the
definition of ethnic cleansing.

In the debate last week, Foreign Min-
ister Liesje Schreinemacher had also
responded to questions by MPs Brekel-
mans (VVD), Boswijk (CDA), Ceder

(ChristianUnion), Eppink (BB), Piri (PvdA/
Groenlinks) and Bisschop (SGP), confirm-
ing, among others, that she stands for
Armenia’s territorial integrity and had
called up bilaterally to Azerbaijan to re-
spect that too by addressing the ambassa-
dor of Azerbaijan. She indicated that the
Netherlands and other EU countries give
priority to support to the Armenians of
Nagorno-Karabakh and provide them with
necessary humanitarian help, noting that
the Netherlands are in the EU’s advance
guard also following a prior motion asking
for more humanitarian support.

She also underlined that the Armeni-
ans should continue to have good access to
Nagorno-Karabakh and that their cultural
heritage should be protected.

In terms of sanctions, she recalled that
for the Netherlands, gas delivery is includ-
ed in the talks on sanctions and even with
no positive result yet despite Dutch efforts,
the option of sanctions will remain on the
table for the Netherlands.

She promised to inform the parlia-
ment about Azerbaijan’s gas delivery to

the Netherlands and to other EU countries.

Within EU and together with the EU
she is committed to working for a lasting
peace.

The Dutch position was already
marked some weeks ago, with the motion
on 21 September by the Dutch parliament
(submitted by Christian Union and Group
Omtzigt factions) during the yearly general
debate with the MP Rutte. The motion
asked for international humanitarian
support in Nagorno-Karabakh to guar-
antee rights and asked the government
to explore in European context, possible
sanctions like suspending of the EU-gas
deal with Azerbaijan, if the situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh would deteriorate and
rights could not not be guaranteed. The
motion was adopted with large majority,
after MP Rutte had called the military es-
calation by Azerbaijan unacceptable and
assured the parliament that the Nether-
lands would launch measures in Europe,
adding that as for the Netherlands sanc-
tions were on the table.

Armenia becomes 45th CoE member state to abolish the death
penalty in all circumstances

The Permanent Representative of Ar-
menia to the Council of Europe, Ambassa-
dor Arman Khachatryan, in the presence
of Secretary General Marija Pejc¢inovi¢
Buri¢, has deposited the ratification in-
strument, thereby completing the process
of ratification by Armenia of Protocol No.
13 to the European Convention on Human
Rights, which represents the abolition of
the death penalty in all circumstances.

Armenia is the 45th member state
of the Council of Europe to have ratified
this Protocol. TheProtocol bans the death

penalty in all circumstances, including for
crimes committed in times of war and
imminent threat of war. No derogation or
reservation is allowed to Protocol No. 13.

The treaty complements Protocol No. 6
to the ECHR (abolition of the death penalty
in all cases except in time of war), which
has been ratified by all member states.
Accession to both Protocols is optional
and signifies the states’ commitment to
the overall abolition of the death penalty
in law and practice.

2023 marks the 20th anniversary of

the entry into force of Protocol No. 13. In
its recent joint statement on the European
and World Day against the Death Penal-
ty marked on 10 October, the Secretary
General and the High Representative, on
behalf of the European Union, welcomed
the ratification of Protocol No. 13 by the
National Assembly of Armenia and its sig-
nature by Azerbaijan, and encouraged
both member states to swiftly complete
the ratification process.

Prime Minister Pashinyan meets with OIF Secretary General Louise

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan had a
working lunch with Louise Mushikiwabo,
Secretary General of the International Or-
ganization of Francophonie.

The Prime Minister welcomed Ms.
Mushikiwabo’s visit to Armenia and em-
phasized the importance of cooperation
with the International Organization of
Francophonie for the Armenian govern-
ment. Nikol Pashinyan noted that bilateral
cooperation, especially in recent years, is
being actively strengthened and expressed

Mushikiwabo

confidence that joint projects in various
fields contribute to the development and
deepening of relations betweenthe OIF
member states.

Nikol Pashinyan referred to the forced
deportation of more than 100,000 of our
compatriots from Nagorno-Karabakh as
a result of Azerbaijan’s policy of ethnic
cleansing and the resulted humanitarian
situation, as well as the steps being tak-
en to overcome the existing problems,
including the expected support from the

international community.

Louise Mushikiwabo noted that she ar-
rived in Armenia to express her solidarity
with the Armenian people in the light of
the forced displacement of the Armenians
of Nagorno Karabakh.

During the meeting, issues related to
the processes taking place in the region,
cooperation between Armenia and the
International Organization of La Franco-
phonie were discussed.
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Paris and Yerevan to formalize agreement on purchase of French

arms — Defense Minister

Paris and Yerevan will formalize

agreements on Sunday on the purchase

of French arms, particularly in the
field of air defense, French Defense

Minister Sebastien Lecornu told Le
Parisien newspaper.

“It is necessary to allow Armenia to
protect its civilian population and ensure
the protection of its borders. Tomorrow
we will formalize Armenia’s acquisition of
a certain number of weapons from French
manufacturers, in particular, by signing
a contract that will allow the country to
ensure the protection of its skies,” the
Minister said.

French Foreign Minister Catherine
Colonna had previously announced that
Paris is ready to sign an agreement with
Yerevan to provide Armenia with military
equipment.

Armenian-Greek defense cooperation discussed in Yerevan.

On October 20, Minister of Defense of
the Republic of Armenia Suren Papikyan
received the Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Hellenic Re-
public to the Republic of Armenia H.E.
Mr. Evangelos Tournakis and the newly
appointed Defense Attaché, Colonel Chris-
tos Arseniou.

The Minister of Defence congratulated
Colonel Christos Arseniou on assuming
the mission in Armenia and wished him
success in his further activities.

During the meeting, issues related to
Armenian-Hellenic defense cooperation, as
well as regional security, were discussed.

Norway makes a voluntary contribution of over €2,7 million to
support Council of Europe Action Plan for Armenia 2023-2026

The Government of Norway has made
a voluntary contribution of NOK 32 000
000 (approximately € 2 769 000) to sup-
port the Council of Europe Action Plan for
Armenia 2023-2026.

Ambassador Helge Seland, Permanent

Representative of Norway
| to the Council of Europe,
met with Mr Bjgrn Berge,
Deputy Secretary General,
on this occasion.

EU and US urge Azerbaijan to ensure the security of those willing to
return to Nagorno Karabakh

The EU and the United States have
urged Azerbaijan to ensure the rights
and security of those who remain in Na-
gorno-Karabakh as well as for those who
wish to return to their homes.

“We remain committed to advancing
a lasting peace between Armenia and

Azerbaijan based on mutual recognition
of sovereignty, inviolability of borders and
territorial integrity,” the EU and US said in
a statement adopted after a joint summit.

They also called for all parties to ad-
here to the principle of non-use of force
and threat of use of force.
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Armenian Government okays concept of the Academic City project

The Armenian government has ap-
proved the concept of the Academic City
project.

With the implementation of the pro-
ject, an opportunity will be created for
students and employees from regions and
abroad to carry out their professional ac-
tivities in dignified conditions, the gov-
ernment says.

The concept defines the goals and ob-
jectives of creating an academic city, the
clusters of the academic city, the expected
number of students, professors, scientists
and administrative workers, the infra-
structures that must be provided in the
academic city, among other requirements
for the academic city.

Accordingly, the requirements for the

“Academic City” project, the sites planned
for implementation, the forms of budget-
ary allocation for financing will be deter-
mined, the problems of the fund will be
clearly defined.

The conditions will also provide an
opportunity to attract the best research-
ers from abroad to the higher education
system of the republic. The city will also
provide opportunities for interdiscipli-
nary research through its concentration
and accessibility, which are the best forms
of breakthrough research in the modern
world.

As stated by the Minister of Education,
Science, Culture and Sports Zhanna An-
dreasyan, two sites are planned for the
location of the academic city. “The area
adjacent to the 17th district of the city
of Yerevan, the majority of which is state
or community property, and the area of
the Hamo Beknazaryan “Hayfilm” movie
studio, the total area of which is about
700 hectares. Moreover, the main site will
be the area adjacent to the 17th district.”

Chinese companies interested in establishing tractor production in

On a visit to China, Armenian Minister
of Economy Vahan Kerobyan had a meet-
ing with representatives of a number of

companies from Jiangsu province.

During the meeting, the possibilities
of mutually beneficial cooperation with

Armenian companies were discussed.

The Chinese side expressed interest

Armenia

in opening a cement factory in
Armenia and establishing trac-
tor production, creating a tractor
assembly area and exporting the
products to neighboring markets

as well.

The possibilities of expanding
cooperation in the field of energy

were also discussed.

France contributes €1million for WFP’s emergency response efforts in

Armenia

France has contributed €1million to
World Food Proggramme’s emergency
response efforts in Armenia, following
meeting between WFP Chief Cindy McCain

and Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna

in New York.
“Strengthening our partnership to sup-
port those in need,” WFP Armenia said in

apostonX.
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Austrian Parliament unanimously adopts resolution condemning
Azerbaijan’s military actions in Nagorno Karabakh

The Austrian Parliament has
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion condemning Azerbaijan’s
military actions in Nagorno
Karabakh, calling for support to S
Armenia, protection of Armenian
cultural and religious heritage,
and ensuring international access
to Nagorno Karabakh.

The lawmakers condemn
Azerbaijan’s military actions.,
which have caused a mass exodus
of over 100,000 ethnic Armeni-
ans from Nagorno-Karabakh.

“The Federal Government, especially
the Foreign Minister, should continue to
represent this position in all international
committees and in bilateral discussions
and work for de-escalation and the re-
sumption of dialogue between Azerbai-
jan and Armenia. In addition, it must be
ensured that the population remaining in
Nagorno-Karabakh is given unrestricted
access to vital goods in the long term and
that minority rights and cultural assets are
protected,” the resolution says.

“For urgently needed humanitarian
aid, international humanitarian organi-
zations also need unhindered access to
Nagorno-Karabakh. In order to further

stabilize the refugee situation, Armenia,
as a priority country for Austrian devel-
opment cooperation, should continue to
receive the necessary funds, according to
the application,” the lawmakers say.

“The situation in Nagorno-Karabakh
is oppressive,” said Harald Troch (SPO).

“A 3,000-year-old culture is being
wiped out and bulldozed. Solidarity is
required here. The world is confronted
with a large number of humanitarian cri-
ses,” said Robert Laimer (SPO).

“This requires a coordinated approach
and neutral states would play an impor-
tant role as bridge builders and mediators,
Laimer said, calling for called for a “more
committed foreign policy” by Austria.

“Society should
|l not get used to the

I madness that hap-
pens every day,” Mel-
anie Erasim (SPO)
said.

“The international
community has failed
in Nagorno-Karabakh
since the collapse of
the Soviet Union and
* should have done
more for it,” empha-

s

sized Dagmar Belakowitsch (FPO). “Even

in the current ethnic cleansing, the inter-
national community only watched,” Be-
lakowitsch said, stressing that Azerbaijan
should be condemned.

“The expulsion of Armenians from
their historic homeland should not go
unpunished,” said Ewa Ernst-Dziedzic
(Greens). “This is a blatant violation of
international law. An international mech-
anism should be set up in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh to monitor the situation and ensure
the safe and dignified return of Armeni-
ans to their homeland. It is important to
ensure that such ethnic cleansing does
not take place in the south of Armenia,”
she said.

Czech Senate adopts resolution condemning all forms of violence
against the people of Nagorno Karabakh

On October 18 the Czech Sen-
ate adopted a resolution on the
humanitarian needs and situation
of Armenians in Nagorno Karab-
akh, which condemns all forms of
violence against the population of =
Nagorno Karabakh and calls on all
parties to the conflict to respect the
basic norms of international human-
itarian law, the Armenian Embassy
in the Czech Republic informs.

The resolution urges Azerbai-
jan to allow access of international ob-

servers to Nagorno Karabakh to monitor

treatment of local population; calls on all

parties involved to refrain from damaging

k| cultural and historical monuments
on territory of Nagorno Karab-
akh and preserve world cultural
heritage.

The Senators emphasize the
importance of providing human-
itarian aid and support to people
in the affected region, calls on
the Government of Czechia with-
in its capabilities to be ready to
provide assistance, especially to
most vulnerable people, such as
mothers with children and unaccompa-
nied children.
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EU calls on Azerbaijan to reaffirm its unequivocal commitment to the
territorial integrity of Armenia

At the meeting of the Council of Europe
Committee of Ministers on Wednesday,
the EU delegation called for the assurance
of human rights, fundamental freedoms
and security of the Karabakh Armenians.
Securing conditions for the voluntary and
safe return of displaced persons to the
region must be a priority, the EU said.

Below is the full text of the statement.

The European Union continues to fol-
low with concern the extremely difficult
situation arising from the mass exodus
of Karabakh Armenians following Azer-
baijan’s military operation on 19 and 20
September and the nine months-long
blockade on the Lachin corridor. Nearly
the entire population of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, over 100,600 persons, have found
refuge in Armenia.

[t is imperative to ensure continuous
unimpeded humanitarian support to those
who are still in need in Karabakh, as well
as to those who have left. The Europe-
an Commission last week announced an
additional package of humanitarian aid

of EUR 10.45 million on top of the EUR
20.8 million already provided since 2020.

Azerbaijan has to ensure the human
rights, fundamental freedoms and secu-
rity of the Karabakh Armenians, including
their right to live in their homes in dignity,
without intimidation or discrimination,
as well as to create the conditions for the
voluntary, safe, dignified and sustainable
return of refugees and displaced persons
to Nagorno-Karabakh with due respect for
their history, culture and human rights. In
addition, the cultural heritage and prop-
erty rights of the local population need to
be effectively protected and guaranteed.

In this regard, we remind that Azerbai-
jan must comply with the interim meas-
ures indicated by the European Court of
Human Rights on 22 September, i.e. to
refrain from taking any measures which
might entail breaches of their obligations
under the Convention, notably Article 2
(right to life) and Article 3 (prohibition of
torture and inhuman or degrading treat-
ment or punishment).

We took note of President Aliyev’s pub-
lic remarks about willingness to live in
peace with Karabakh Armenians and pre-
serve their rights. Azerbaijan has a clear
primary responsibility for the fate of the
population. Tangible, concrete and trans-
parent guarantees must be provided. As an
important confidence-building measure,
we expect a comprehensive amnesty for
all Karabakh Armenians, including their

representatives, and restraint by all sides
from harsh rhetoric.

International access to Karabakh is
crucial when it comes to providing much
needed assistance and ensuring an inde-
pendent monitoring of the situation on the
ground. The European Union has taken
note of the two recent UN visits. We praise
the work of the Special Representative of
the Secretary General on Migration and
Refugees, who provides support and assis-
tance to the Armenian authorities in han-
dling this massive exodus on its territory,
and look forward to the Council of Europe
fact-finding mission led by Commissioner
for Human Rights Dunja Mijatovi¢ and its
subsequent recommendations.

The EU reiterates its support to the
sovereignty, inviolability of borders and
territorial integrity of both Azerbaijan
and Armenia. We call on Azerbaijan to
reaffirm its unequivocal commitment to
the territorial integrity of Armenia, in line
with the 1991 Almaty Declaration.

The EU remains committed to facilitat-
ing dialogue between both sides in order
to ensure a comprehensive and sustaina-
ble peace for the benefit of all populations
in the region.

The following countries align with
this statement: Albania, Andorra, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Monaco, Montenegro, North Macedonia,
Norway, San Marino.

Armenia, India consider transit cargo transportation through the

Armenian Deputy Minister of Finance

Port of Mumbai

Narek Teryan met with Rajiv Jalota, Chair-
man of the Mumbai Port Authority (MbPA)

and Indian Ports Association, within the

framework of India’s Global Maritime
Summit in Mumbai.
The meeting was also attended by Ar-

menia’'s Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to India Vahagn Afyan and

Armenia’s Trade Attaché to Iran Vardan
Kostanyan.

During the meeting, Rajiv Jalota

presented the capacities of the port. The
parties discussed issues related to transit
cargo transportation through the port of
Mumbai. An agreement was reached on
practical steps in that direction, as well
as on possible cooperation in a tripartite
format.

The deputy minister also visited the
exhibition stands.
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Nagorno-Karabakh does not cease to exist, Armenian Ambassador

Nagorno-Karabakh doesn’t cease to
exist; Nagorno-Karabakh Administration
or the governance in Nagorno-Karabakh
ceases to exist, Armenian Ambassador to
Greece Tigran Mkrtchyan said in an inter-

view with CNN Greece.

“The Armenian governance of or Ar-
menian existence in Nagorno-Karabakh
has, for some time, ceased to exist. But
the conflict of Nagorno-Karabakh is not
over as such because there are several
issues emanating from the end of the last

violence,” he noted.
Below is the full text of the interview:
CNN Greece:

Mr. Ambassador, thank you very much
for this interview and for having us here.
Thank you. Thanks for the invitation to
have an interview. So, Nagorno-Karabakh
will cease to exist from the start of next
year. Do you think the Nagorno-Karabakh

case is over for Armenia?
Ambassador Mkrtchyan:

Nagorno-Karabakh doesn’t cease to
exist; Nagorno-Karabakh Administration
or the governance in Nagorno-Karabakh

ceases to exist. The Armenian governance

tells CNN Greece

ey

of or Armenian existence in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh has, for some time, ceased to exist.
But the conflict of Nagorno-Karabakh is
not over as such because there are sever-
al issues emanating from the end of the
last violence. You know, as long as the Na-
gorno-Karabakh people are a compact unit
entity in Armenia, there are more than
100,000 refugees who were forcefully dis-
placed from their homes, the issue of Na-
gorno-Karabakh is not considered solved.
This is what the Azerbaijanis would like
to imagine: that there are not the people
in Nagorno-Karabakh, therefore, there is
not a conflict. But this is a simplistic way
of understanding the situation. There are a
lot of issues emanating from this situation.
The right of return of Nagorno-Karabakh
Armenians, their right to their proper-
ties, which the Azerbaijanis are trying
to quickly get rid of as much as possible.
The crimes that have been committed
against many of them, for example. The
cultural rights of Nagorno-Karabakh and
the Armenian cultural heritage, which is
richly endowed within Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. Unfortunately, Azerbaijan is try-
ing to either distort the essence of this

Armenian heritage or to destroy some

of them. For example, we have evidence
also, and these are all horrible crimes, and
they need to be taken under internation-
al review, under international control as
soon as possible. UNESCO, for example,
on account of cultural heritage, needs to
step in as soon as possible. The rights of
the Nagorno-Karabakh people need to be
taken under the protection of the UN, for
example, as soon as possible. International
safe guarantees for their return should be
ensured, and for this, the international
community needs, together with Armenia,
of course, we need to exert a lot of sort of
pressure or incentives so that Azerbaijan
would eventually agree to restore their
rights in their homelands. Also, of course,
the war crimes that have been committed
against the Nagorno-Karabakh people by
the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan need to be
transparently and internationally investi-
gated. Also, the return of the prisoners of
war and also the leaders of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, former leaders of Nagorno-Karab-
akh. They are treated as if they are ‘terror-
ists’ by Azerbaijan, but this is, of course,
you know, these are sham trials that they
have started, and this is a shame for the

entire international community.
CNN Greece:

Almost all ethnic Arme-nians have
fled Nagorno-Karabakh, despite Baku'’s
assurances of their safety and equal treat-
ment as citizens. Do you think Azerbaijan
denounces ethnic cleansing? What do you

think Azerbaijan intends to do in the area?
Ambassador Mkrtchyan:

You just need to look at another
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Armenian region called Nakhijevan,
which 100 years ago contained a lot of
Armenian population, a huge amount of
Armenian population. Almost half of the
population of Nakhijevan was Armenian.
If the international community doesn’t
act after all, wake up, you know, doesn’t
alert Azerbaijan that it’s not going to tol-
erate the repetition of what happened in
Nakhijevan to Nagorno-Karabakh, unfor-
tunately, we may see a similar scenario
developing in the coming decades. 'm not
talking about the coming year or two; this
will be slower but consistent. You know,
consistent cleansing of Armenian traces.
So, what Azerbaijan intends to do is clear:
it's getting rid of Armenians first and then
the Armenian traces. And the signals, de-
spite, you said, despite the assurances of
the safety of Armenians, etc. You know,
despite the assurances, on the one hand,
and then on the other hand, you see the
fist-waving, Hitler-style fist-waving of Al-
iyev, the president of Azerbaijan, talking
about Armenians as if they are dogs. You
know, this is all reminding of fascist lead-
ers’ behavior. The horrible mutilations and
war crimes committed by their soldiers
and none of them has ever been punished.
None. And just recently, we learned that
one of the streets in Stepanakert, the Na-
gorno-Karabakh capital, has been named
after Enver Pasha, who was one of the
three main organizers of the Armenian
Genocide. The signals and the symbols
that are referred to do not tell anything

good about Armenians’ safety in the area.
CNN Greece:

Russia had a decisive role in the peace-
keeping agreements. Do you think Rus-
sia did not follow a balanced approach

in the negotiations between Armenia and

Azerbaijan? And why do you think the
international community did not react
as strongly as in the case of Ukraine, for

example?
Ambassador Mkrtchyan:

The international community acted too
late and too little. The reasons for that, of
course, were a lot of propaganda ground
prepared by Azerbaijan in various coun-
tries, working with the media, with certain
politicians, backed by, of course, Turkey’s
support, to silence or minimize the in-
terference and the reaction. On the other
hand, a lot of people forget that Azerbaijan
is, as Freedom House characterizes it, a
consolidated authoritarian regime where
there is no free media, there is no freedom
of expression, etc. They do not allow free
media to access Azerbaijan and go and
shoot any video wherever they want. This
is impossible; it's excluded. For 9 months
during the Karabakh conflict, not a single
journalist was allowed to enter—foreign
journalist, Armenian journalist, nobody
was allowed to enter. Not even interna-
tional organizations were allowed to enter,
apart from the Red Cross. As for Russia,
[ cannot comment on whether they were
balanced or not. What I can say for sure is
that on the Lachin Corridor, for example,
when the blockade was imposed, and this
was under the care of, according to the No-
vember 9th, 2020, ceasefire statement, the
Lachin Corridor was under the care of Rus-
sian peacekeepers. Azerbaijan succeed-
ed in imposing and putting a checkpoint
there, and the Russian peacekeepers failed
to stop this. So, this is a clear case that the
November 9th statement was violated, and
Russia was unable to stop it. So, we can
bring a lot of versions of why Russians did

not intervene, but the fact is on the ground

that they were unable to stop it. On the
other hand, you know, the latest attack
also happened in the areas which were un-
der the care of Russian peacekeepers, and
they again failed to ensure the security and
safety of Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians.
So, there are legitimate fears that Russia,
unfortunately, was unable to make sure
that the November 9th statement from

2020 would stay in force.
happened in Nagorno-Karabakh?

So, Greece can help us with support
in international organizations, but also
bilaterally. Various agencies of Greece have
expressed readiness to support Armenia,
and we are in close contact with the gov-
ernment of Greece on how to facilitate
this support. In the short term, we don’t
think that accepting refugees is neces-
sary because we do not want the refugees
to get dispersed throughout the world.
Their rights need to be addressed, and
with the hope, even if it may not seem
realistic right now, at least in the near
future, their rights need to be restored,
and they need to return to their homes.
Therefore, with great gratefulness to the
country expressing readiness to admit
refugees, we do not want to encourage this
process. Other than that, Greece-Armenia
relations can and will be enhanced, and
we hope that at some point, we will reach
a strategic partnership. This is something

we are aiming at.
CNN Greece:

Okay, thank you very much for this

interview.
Ambassador Mkrtchyan:

Thank you.
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Australia announces $500,000 in aid for Armenia

The Australian Government
has announced an aid package of
$500,000 for Armenia to assist
with the humanitarian crisis ema-
nating from the 100,000 Armeni-
ans who were forcibly displaced
from Nagorno Karabakh following
Azerbaijan’s indiscriminate attacks
on the region, reported the Ar-
menian National Committee of
Australia (ANC-AU).

In announcing the aid package, For-
eign Minister Penny Wong expressed
concern over the welfare of the 100,000
people who fled Nagorno Karabakh, and
it was specified that the contribution will
be delivered by UNHCR to help provide
shelter and supplies to refugees and host
communities.

Michael Kolokossian, Executive Direc-
tor of the Armenian National Commit-
tee of Australia (ANC-AU), said, “The aid
announced today is a welcome first step
towards helping the Artsakh refugees.
Having advocated for this along with our
community and friends in parliament, the
Armenian National Committee of Australia
looks forward to further steps we’ve out-
lined, which are needed to make a lasting

difference.”

“The Armenians who have forcibly
fled Nagorno Karabakh did so due to ac-
tive ethnic cleansing. Now, they face an
uncertain future after enduring constant
military attacks and dehumanization pol-
icies by Azerbaijan,” Kolokossian added.

While welcoming this aid announce-
ment as a positive first step in helping the
refugees regain their lives and find a sense
of stability, the ANC-AU emphasized the
urgent need for further actions to ensure
lasting peace and justice in the region.

“The displaced Armenians from Na-
gorno Karabakh endured a heart-wrench-
ing ordeal, marked by active ethnic cleans-
ing and continuous military aggression by
Azerbaijan,” Kolokossian said. “The atroc-
ities they faced have led to an ongoing

humanitarian disaster. It is, without
a doubt, a modern-day tragedy and a
second Armenian Genocide playing out
before our eyes.”

“Australia has taken a commenda-
ble step today to assist in alleviating
the grave humanitarian crisis that has
unfolded in Armenia as a result of ethnic
| cleansing. However, the job is far from
over;,” he added.

Kolokossian called for sanctions on
the unchecked petro-dictatorship in Baku.

“What we need to see now is sanctions.
To prevent further violence — we need to
see the perpetrators face consequences.
Azerbaijan still to this day is yet to face
any consequences for its role in ethnically
cleansing the region,” he said.

“Sanctions are necessary actions to
hold accountable those responsible for
the violence and war crimes in Nagorno
Karabakh.”

The ANC-AU thanked Foreign Minister
Penny Wong, the Chairs of the Austral-
ia-Armenia Interparliamentary Union
- Jerome Laxale MP and Paul Fletcher -
as well as Shadow Foreign Minister Simon
Birmingham for helping achieve this first
step.

Belgian businessmen visit Armenia to explore new opportunities for

Belgian businessmen have arrived
in Armenia to strengthen and enhance

economic relations between the two
countries.

Eric Bletard, Trade and Investment
Counselor at Wallonia Export and Invest-
ment Agency said at a press conference on
October 19 that the delegation includes
businessmen from the areas of pharma-
ceuticals, construction, electronics and

stronger ties

waste processing.

“Our businessmen have come to Ar-
menia with concrete goals, they plan to
visit a number of enterprises of Armenian
partners. The Belgian businessmen are
interested in both the Armenian market
as well as the opportunities of accessing
other markets through Armenia,” Bletard
said. He said that the areas of healthcare
and energy could also be considered.

According to Bletard, trade turnover
between Armenia and Belgium grew sig-
nificantly in 2021-2022, and they expect
50% growth in 2023.

“There are opportunities for coopera-
tion in the service sector and technologies.
[ am highlighting the tech sector. Arme-
nia has serious reputation abroad from
this perspective. Belgium requires good

specialists in the tech sector, and Armenia
can help in this issue,” he said.

Ambassador of Belgium to Armenia
Eric De Muynck said the two countries
have big potential to develop economic
relations in the most various sectors. He
said that the newly opened embassy in
Armenia can play an important role in
this issue.

The Ambassador said he has proposed
the Armenian officials to consider coop-
eration opportunities in pharmaceuticals
and new technologies. All proposals are
under consideration, he said.

Belgium-Armenia Chamber of Com-
merce President Valery Safaryan said they
are trying to serve as a “unique bridge” for
the businessmen of the two countries. The
organization was founded 18 years ago.

24 October #38(1441)+2023

Previous

www.nt.am

The Noyan Tapan Highlights



SOCIETY

13

Biden calls for more wartime aid to Israel and Ukraine, compares
Hamas and Putin

U.S. President Joe Biden tied the wars
in Ukraine and Israel together during a
primetime Oval Office address Thurs-
day, making an appeal to the American
people to support two fellow democra-
cies that he says are facing existential
threats, CNN reports.

The U.S. president has often cast this
moment in history as an “inflection point”
- a battle between the world’s democ-
racies and autocracies. On Thursday, he
argued that “this is one of those moments,’
making a direct appeal to the American
people as he sought to build support for
US funding for wars abroad that could face
a challenging path in Congress, where the
House of Representatives remains una-
ble to pass legislation in its second week
without a speaker.

“Hamas and Putin represent different
threats, but they share this in common:
They both want to completely annihilate
a neighboring democracy, completely an-
nihilate it,” CNN quoted Biden as saying.

“We can’t let petty partisan, angry pol-
itics get in the way of our responsibilities
as a great nation. We cannot and will not
let terrorists like Hamas and tyrants like
Putin win. I refuse to let that happen,” he
added.”

He laid out the stakes for the American
people, calling the wars a national secu-
rity imperative and a critical moment for
the future of American leadership and
democracies worldwide.

“American leadership is what holds
the world together. American alliances are
what keep us in America safe. American
values are what make us a partner nation
you want to work with,” he said. “To put all
that at risk - we walk away from Ukraine,
we turn our backs on Israel - it’s just not
worth it.”

The U.S. president said support for
both wars is “vital for America’s national
security.”

“History has taught us that when ter-
rorists don’t pay a price for their terror,
when dictators don’t pay a price for their
aggression, they cause more chaos and
death and more destruction. They keep
going. And the cost and the threat to Amer-
ica in the world keep rising,” Biden said,
warning, “If we don’t stop Putin’s appetite
for power and control in Ukraine, he won’t
limit himself just to Ukraine.”

And he warned more broadly that the
United States’ adversaries and competitors
“are watching.”

“If we walk away and let Putin erase
Ukraine’s independence, would-be ag-
gressors around the world would be
emboldened to try the same. The risk of
conflict and chaos could spread in other
parts of the world - in the Indo Pacific, in
the Middle East, especially in the Middle
East,” Biden said.

The primetime address took place on
the eve of the White House requesting
north of $100 billion from Congress to de-
liver aid and resources to Ukraine, Israel,
Taiwan, and the US border with Mexico,
even though the legislative branch is para-
lyzed by the dysfunction in the House of
Representatives.

Biden reiterated that he will not put
American boots on the ground in Ukraine.

“I will not send American troops to
fight in Ukraine. All Ukraine is asking for
is help. For the weapons, munitions, the
capacity, the capability of pushing invading
Russian forces off their land and the air
defense system to shoot down Russian
missiles before they destroy Ukrainian
cities,” he said.

The speech comes after his wartime
visit to the Middle East, which went on
even after a blast tore through a hospital
in Gaza. While his planned stop in Amman,
Jordan, to meet Arab leaders was canceled
just as the U.S. president was preparing to
depart the White House, Biden did spend
hours on the ground in Tel Aviv.

Armenia Human Rights Defender, California Superior Court Judge meet

On October 20, Human Rights De-
fender of the Republic of Armenia Ms.
Anahit Manasyan received the judge to
the California Superior Court, member of
the Armenian Bar Association of America
Armenuhi Amy Ashvanian.

Welcoming the guest, Ms. Anahit
Manasyan presented the issues related
to the protection of the rights of people
of Nagorno- Karabakh forcibly displaced
due to the Azerbaijani aggression, which
were recorded as a result of the fact-find-
ing work carried out by her and her staff.

“During the meeting Anahit Manasyan
referred to the policy of ethnic cleans-
ing carried out against the Armenian

population of Nagorno-Karabakh, as well
as other cases of torture, mutilation and
ill-treatment by the Azerbaijani forces
prohibited by the international law.

The mentioned information was in-
cluded in the extraordinary report of the
Human Rights Defender, which was the
first to be presented by the Defender to
international organizations and actors
with a mandate to protect human rights.

Within the framework of the meeting,
Anahit Manasyan referred to the prob-
lems of human rights protection caused
by the border security of the Republic of
Armenia, noting that the presence of the
Azerbaijani armed forces in the sovereign

territory of the Republic of Armenia is
very worrying from the point of view of
the protection and guarantee of human
rights,” the Human Rights Defender’s Of-
fice said in a statement.

The parties also discussed issues
related to the expansion of cooperation
between the Institution of the Defender
of Human Rights and Armenian Bar As-
sociation of America.

In her turn, Armenuhi Amy Ashvani-
an thanked for the warm reception, un-
derscoring the role of the Human Rights
Defender’s institution in the implementa-
tion of the high mission of human rights
protection.

24 October #38(1441)+2023

Previous

www.nt.am

The Noyan Tapan Highlights



14

SOCIETY

Wings of Tatev nominated for prestigious World Travel Awards

Wings of Tatev cableway has again
been nominated for the World Travel
Leading Cable Car Ride 2023 by the 2023
World Travel Awards.

Follow the steps below to vote for the
Wings of Tatev

Visit the official award website
Register (by email)

Confirm the received email
Click on the Vote Now button
Choose the World section

Select line 60: World’s Leading Cable
Car Ride 2023

Vote for Wings of Tatev, Armenia

The deadline for the voting is 17
November.

Wings of Tatev is managed by Impulse
Business Management Company. Wings of

Tatev is implemented as part of the Tat-
ev Revival program launched by Ruben
Vardanyan and Veronika Zonabend.

Wings of Tatev was recognized as the
winner of the 28th World Travel Awards in
the World’s Leading Cable Car Ride 2021
category.

Wings of Tatev, the longest (5752 m)
reversible aerial cable car in the world,
celebrated the 16th anniversary on Oc-
tober 16.

World Travel Awards was established
in 1993 to acknowledge, reward, and cel-
ebrate excellence across all key sectors
of the travel, tourism, and hospitality
industries.

Opus Klassik 2023: Asmik Grigoryan named Female Singer of the

Lithuanian-Armenian opera diva As-
mik Grigorian has been named Female
Singer of the Year at the 2023 Opus
Klassik Awards thanks to Dissonance,
her unmissable Alpha Classics recording
of Rachmaninov romances with pianist
Lukas Geniusas.

A few days ago, the Berlin Konzer-
thaus hosted the gala concert for the

Year

most prestigious classical music prize on
October 8, the Armenian Music National
Music reports.

2023 OPUS KLASSIK winners in-
clude Jakub Josef Orlinski, David Garrett,
Anne-Sophie Mutter, and other well-
known musicians. The ceremony is often
known as the “Grammy” of classical music.

William Saroyan’s “The Human Comedy” takes stage in Hollywood

The Human Comedy by William
Saroyan is on stage at the David Schall
Theatre in Hollywood courtesy of the
Actors Co-op Theater Company until
November 5, 2023. The production is
written and directed by Thom Babbes,
the Armenian Film Society reports.

Set in war front America in 1942,
this coming-of-age tale tells the sto-
ry of Homer Macaulay, a 14-year-old
boy who delivers telegrams at night
to make money for his family. During the
course of two days, Homer grows from
an idealistic boy to a mature young man
as he struggles with the unfairness of the
world around him and the pain of families
to whom he delivers the War Department’s

death notices.

Louis B. Mayer, head of MGM, called
on William Saroyan to write a treatment
to raise the morale of Americans during
World War II. The writer delivered the
story for The Human Comedy, which MGM

purchased the rights for $60,000— over
$1 million, adjusted for inflation.
William Saroyan expressed interest
in directing the film, and wrote and di-
rected the 10-minute film, The Good Job,
as a proof of concept. Unfortunately, he
did not get the directing job for The Hu-
man Comedy— which went to Clarence
Brown, who had multiple Best Director
nominations under his belt by that point.
William Saroyan tried to buy back
his script, and when he couldn’t, he left
the studio and denounced the film. The
film, which starred Mickey Rooney, was a
massive success, and won William Saroyan
an Oscar for Best Original Motion Picture
Story at the 1943 Academy Awards.
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Yezeguelian Hotel & Residence

In the Green Park
Near Congress Hotel
24 Studios and Apartments

€250 Per Week
(Payment Upon Arrival)
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of Yerevan g‘ e
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24/7 Security

Free Cafe & Bar 2 “ﬁ

Kitchen, Refrigerator
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All Conveniences
Air Conditioned
Apartments

Yezeguelian@aol.com

Modern
Rest Rooms
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