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Armenia, Vietnam to deepen cooperation in a number of areas
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, who is paying an official visit to Vietnam, met with his Vietnamese counterpart Nguyén Xuan Phuic
on July 5.

The Prime Minister of Vietnam personally welcomed Nikol Pashinyan’s delegation on behalf of the government of his country and
himself, noting:

“I am confident that our meeting will promote the development, expansion and strengthening of cooperation in all spheres. Mr. Prime
Minister, it is emblematic that you are visiting Vietnam on the 60th anniversary of the landmark visit paid to Armenia by founder of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam Ho Chi Minh. We are glad that Armenia has overcome difficulties and is taking steps towards economic
development, which is sure to enhance Armenia’s standing in the international arena,” he said.

Nguyén Xuan Phuc expressed conviction that the Armenian Premier’s visit will boost the ongoing bilateral mutually beneficial coop-
eration. The Vietnamese Prime Minister noted that numerous Vietnamese citizens have been educated in Armenia in the Soviet era and
have contributed to the country’s progress with their knowledge.

Thankful for the warm welcome, Nikol Pashinyan noted that his visit aims to promote the Armeni- page 8
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POLITICS

Nikol Pashinyan congratulates Donald Trump on

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan has sent
a congratulatory message to U.S. President
Donald Trump on Independence Day of
the United States of America. The message
reads:

“Honorable Mr. President,

I would like to cordially congratulate you
and the fellow American people on the In-
dependence Day.

The declaration of the Independence of
the United States made a great impact on
the course of the world history, becoming a
source of inspiration for many nations pur-
suing freedom and democracy.

We are proud that the Armenian-Ameri-
can community has made its unique contri-
bution to the development and prosperity
of the United States, becoming an essential
link connecting our two nations.

Over the past year, Armenia has under-
gone an unprecedented transformation. De-
mocracy was reinstated in our country. The
limitations on the freedom of speech were
revoked. The new government, formed
through free, fair and transparent elections,
has been taking bold steps towards enact-
ing the rule of law and strengthening the
achievements of democracy.

Today the reforms of the judiciary system
and the fight against corruption are a high

U.S. Independence Day

priority. We highly appreciate the American
financial and technical support provided to
Armenia since our independence.

It has always been essential for the devel-
opment of our country. The U.S. assistance
nowadays will also allow implementing the
reforms more smoothly and promptly and
making democracy in Armenia irreversible.

I would like to acknowledge the inaugural
session of the Armenia-US Strategic Dia-
logue which recently convened in Yerevan.
It demonstrated the progress in relations
between our countries based on common
values. Armenia is interested in expanding

these relations and enhancing bilateral co-
operation in diverse areas.

I highly appreciate the role of the United
States in the peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict as a Co-Chair
of the OSCE Minsk Group. I am hopeful
that through joint efforts we will succeed
in achieving a peaceful settlement to foster
regional stability and security.

I avail myself of this opportunity to once
again congratulate you and the American
people on the Independence Day, wishing
peace, progress and prosperity.”

Unconditional enforcement of the Constitut
Armenia’s PM says

,
{

The unconditional enforcement of the
Constitution is a sacred duty, Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan said Constitution Day

address.
“The events that took place last year in our
country, which fully met the letter and spirit

ion a sacred duty,

of the Constitution, once again demon-
strated that our steps are aimed at ensuring
and strengthening the rule of law in Arme-
nia,” the Prime Minister said.

“The unconditional enforcement of the
Constitution is our sacred duty, and we will
be consistent in reforming the judiciary and
building a truly independent judicial sys-
tem. We feel the full support of our society
in this matter, which gives an additional
impetus to our actions,” he added.

PM Pashinyan added that “‘with persistent
steps, we will rule out any encroachment on
the constitutional order and will ensure that
the citizens of Armenia enjoy the rights and
freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution.”
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Armenian PM in Singapore on official visit

Accompanied by his spouse Anna Hako-
byan, Nikol Pashinyan on July 7 arrived in
Singapore on an official visit at the invi-
tation of Prime Minister of Singapore Lee
Hsien Loong.

Nikol Pashinyan joined Senior Minister
of Industry and Trade of Singapore Co Poh
Koon, as well as the representatives of the
Armenian communities of Singapore and
neighboring countries and regions - Malay-
sia, Indonesia, Thailand, Hong Kong and
Australia, to attend the unveiling of a sculp-
ture of Vanda Miss Joaquim flowers at the
First Botanic Garden on the newly opened
Armenian Street adjacent to St. Gregory the
[luminator Church. The sculpture was con-
tributed by the Armenian community on the
initiative of benefactor Khajag Margaryan.

Referred to as Vanda Miss Joachim, the
orchid, which is also known as Singa-
porean or Aloha Princess Orchid, is a hy-
brid species that has become the national
flower of Singapore - a state symbol. The
well-known type of orchid was named after
Singapore-based Armenian florist Agnes
Joachim (Ashkhen Hovakimyan) who dis-
covered the flower in Yeghegnut.

The Prime Minister signed the Book of
Honorable Guests. Later on, he met with
the representatives of the Armenian com-
munities from Singapore and the neigh-
boring countries. In commemoration of the
victims of the Armenian Genocide, the Pre-
mier laid a wreath at the Armenian cross-
stone at the Memory Garden. There are
many Armenian gravestones in the Garden.

Greeting those present, Nikol Pashinyan
stated: “Today, through the efforts of our
compatriots, we eternized our fellow coun-
trywoman’s contribution to Singapore. You
may know that Singapore’s national sym-
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bol, the orchid named after our compatriot,
was created by Ashkhen Hovakimyan,
known as Agnes Joachim in Singapore.
This is a symbolic event, which demon-
strates our nation’s creativity.”

According to Nikol Pashinyan, in many
parts of the world we will meet situations
where Armenians are behind the symbolic
values created in their countries.

“I am convinced that this is a full descrip-
tion of our people’s essence. I think the
peculiarity of the modern time is that the
creative genius of the Armenians must ul-
timately triumph in Armenia as well. The
way we have to go should help us join those
countries to which our compatriots have
made landmark contributions. Singapore is
one of the miracles of the 20th century, ana-
lysts and economists have written volumes
of stories to understand how it happened
and eventually created a country every cor-
ner of which has a meaning that is a unique
proof of development and human creative
genius,” Nikol Pashinyan said, noting that
his answer is one: the ability to organize
and encourage human life.

“I consider it to be the main symbol of
today. Today, in fact, we have put a record
of the Armenian nation’s talent and ge-
nius. I hope the numerous examples of this
kind should remind us everywhere that we
are talented and creative people that have
contributed to the development and wel-
fare of many nations. We can do the same
in the Republic of Armenia and I believe
that today’s event is emblematic in this
respect,” the Head of Government said.

The Prime Minster noticed that there are
dozens of Armenians who have left an in-
delible mark in this country.

page | =mm
an-Vietnamese political, economic and hu-
manitarian ties.

“We will discuss a wide range of issues
and I am confident that our decisions will
contribute to the development of our states.
The distance between our countries cannot
be an obstacle to the development of coop-
eration,” Nikol Pashinyan said. According
to the head of the Armenian government,
the two countries are well-poised to expand
relations and the governments should take
specific steps to tap the existing potential

The parties discussed issues related to the
promotion of trade and economic ties, co-
operation in information technologies, in-
cluding engineering laboratories, tourism,
healthcare, education, science, and envi-
ronmental protection. Touching upon the
expansion of trade and economic ties, the
interlocutors prioritized the active work of
the intergovernmental commission.

An agreement was reached to hold a busi-
ness forum on the sidelines of the upcom-
ing session of the intergovernmental
commission, due this fall in Yerevan. Both
sides expressed confidence that it would
impart fresh impetus to the development of
joint investment programs and economic
cooperation between the two countries.
Reference was made to the possibility of
importing Armenian brandy and wine into
the Vietnamese market.

Nikol Pashinyan and Nguyén Xuan Phuic
agreed to start discussions over the signing
of an agreement on avoidance of double
taxation. The parties expressed conviction
that the creation of a free trade zone be-
tween the Eurasian Economic Union and
Vietnam will catalyze the development of
economic cooperation.

The two prime ministers stressed the need
for expanding cooperation in tourism and
highlighted the steps taken to facilitate the
visa regime. They highlighted the develop-
ment of the applicable legal framework and
the furtherance of direct contacts between
the regions and the trade chambers of the
two countries.

Reference was made to the ongoing coop-
eration within the framework of interna-
tional organizations, including the UN and
the International Organization for Franco-
phonie, as well as other issues of mutual
interest.
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Armenia, Cyprus mull creating trilateral parliamentary
platform with Greece

www.parliament.am

National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia

Armenia and Cyprus are willing to form a parliamentary platform
for trilateral cooperation with Greece. The issue was discussed
during Armenian Parliament Speaker Ararat Mirzoyan’s meeting
with Demetris Syllouris, President of the House of Representatives
of Cyprus.

Demetris Syllouris noted that he would actively reflect on the
formation of the trilateral inter-parliamentary platform.

During the meeting, Ararat Mirzoyan underlined the importance
of mutual understanding and atmosphere of trust established be-
tween the Armenian and Cypriot peoples, the centuries-old broth-
erly ties, historical, cultural commonalities and spiritual values.

The House of Representatives of Cyprus was the first in Europe

in 1975, and the second in the world to recognize the Armenian
Genocide in 1975. Furthermore, in 2015 it unanimously adopted a
resolution criminalizing the denial of the Armenian Genocide, and
established April 24 as a Memorial Day.

With the same conviction on 24 March 2015 the Armenian Na-
tional Assembly unanimously adopted a statement condemning the
genocide against the Pontic Greeks and Assyrians by the Ottoman
Empire.

On behalf of the Armenian National Assembly Ararat Mirzoyan
expressed his gratitude to the members of the House of Represent-
atives of Cyprus for the ratification of the RA-EU Comprehensive
and Enhanced Agreement on June 28 of this year.

With regards to Nagorno Karabakh problem, Ararat Mirzoyan
noted that the status and security of Artsakh are top priorities, and
the problem cannot be solved without decisive word of the latter.
He noted that the OSCE Minsk Group has been and will remain the
only format for the peaceful settlement of the conflict.

Regarding the Cyprus problem, Mirzoyan reaffirmed the support
of the Armenian side to Cyprus. The parties condemned the en-
croachments of Turkey in the exclusive economic zone of the Re-
public of Cyprus, which hit regional security and stability.

The sides talked about efforts towards tourism development be-
tween the two countries, as well as the cooperation between the

universities.

Putin, Pashinyan discuss Eurasian Union

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian discussed Armenia’s current presidency of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) during a phone conversation on
July 5.

The Kremlin and Pashinyan’s press office said they also spoke
about Russian-Armenian cooperation within the framework of an-
other Russian-led alliance of ex-Soviet states: the Collective Secu-
rity Organization (CSTO).

Statements released by them indicated that Putin and Pashinyan
focused on an EEU summit in Yerevan scheduled for October 1 as
well as the possibility of expanding the trade bloc’s “external rela-
tions.”

Earlier this week, Pashinyan had similar phone calls with the
presidents of the three other EEU member states: Belarus, Kazakh-
stan and Kyrgyzstan. His office said they specifically discussed
prospects for the signing of a free-trade deal between the EEU and
Singapore.

“All of the phone calls related to current and long-term issues on
the EEU agenda,” Pashinyan said in a Facebook post that an-

nounced his conversation with Putin.

Pashinyan is due to visit Singapore later this week. The Armenian
leader spoke with Putin from Vietnam where he arrived on Thurs-
day on the first leg of his tour of Southeast Asia.

Pashinyan praised the EEU when he spoke at the bloc’s last sum-
mit held in Kazakhstan in late May. Speaking about the priorities
of the rotating Armenian presidency of the EEU, he singled out
planned trade deals with other countries, including India, Egypt

and Israel.
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Constitutional Court Chairman Rules Out Resignation

(Yerevan — RFE/RL) - The chairman of
Armenia’s Constitutional Court, Hrayr
Tovmasyan, said on July 4 that he will not
resign despite having his legitimacy chal-
lenged by the court’s newest judge and the
ruling My Step alliance.

The judge, Vahe Grigoryan, claims that
only he and another judge of the 9-member
court, Arman Dilanyan, can make valid de-
cisions because they were appointed after
constitutional amendments which took ef-
fect last year. Citing the amended constitu-
tion, Grigorian says the Constitutional
Court now consists only of “judges” and
does not comprise Tovmasyan and six other
“members” appointed before April 2018.

In a joint statement issued last week, the
seven members as well as Dilanyan dis-
missed Grigoryan’s “peculiar interpreta-
tions” of the constitution and said they
“cannot have any legal consequences.”

Tovmasyan referred to that statement
when he was asked by journalists to com-
ment on the dispute. “There is no situation,
no problem that needs to be resolved,” he
said. “I don’t see a problem. If I don’t see a
problem I can’t speak of solutions.”

Grigoryan elaborated on his claims in a
lengthy letter to Armenia’s government,
parliament and top judicial officials publi-

cized on June 28. He urged them to help
resolve the “crisis” and proposed three dif-
ferent solutions, including the election of
seven new Constitutional Court judges by
the National Assembly. None of those state
institutions has officially replied to Grigo-
ryan’s letter so far.

Echoing statements by other political al-
lies of Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, a
senior My Step lawmaker, Vahagn Hova-
kimyan, effectively sided with Grigoryan
on Thursday. He said that Tovmasyan and
the six other court members are now in a
legally “vulnerable” position.

“From the standpoint of the public and
many lawyers, they can no longer make de-
cisions on constitutional justice in the name
of the Republic of Armenia,” Hovakimyan
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service.

But Gevorg Petrosyan, a senior lawmaker
representing the main opposition Prosper-

ous Armenia Party (BHK), continued to
strongly disagree with such statements.
“That letter [by Grigoryan] must be folded
as a relic and put aside,” he said. “There is
no legal dispute here. There is a political
one.”

Petrosian has repeatedly argued that an
article of the amended constitution makes it
clear that the Constitutional Court mem-
bers appointed before 2018 can serve as
judges until they turn 65.

Grigoryan’s claims were also dismissed
as “nonsensical” by Davit Harutiunyan, a
former justice minister affiliated with the
former ruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK).

“Even if I say that earth is flat that won’t
bring about a crisis,” said Harutiunyan.
“What would I do if someone appealed to
me with a proposal which I find nonsensi-
cal? Nothing.”

Tovmasyan, who will turn 49 next week,
was a senior lawmaker representing the for-
mer ruling party until Armenia’s former
parliament controlled by the HHK ap-
pointed him as Constitutional Court chair-
man in March 2018. He is also one of the
main authors of sweeping constitutional
changes which former President Serzh
Sarkisian controversially enacted in 2015.

Armenia, Singapore discuss cooperation
opportunities in technological sector

-

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan’s official visit to Singapore continues.
On July 8 PM Pashinyan met with the rep-
resentatives of Temasek Holdings founda-
tion led by co-chair of the investment group
Nagi Hamiyeh, the PM’s Office told Ar-
menpress.

During the meeting Nikol Pashinyan
stated that the Armenian government is in-
terested in discussing the cooperation op-
portunities with the Temasek Holdings,
given the latter’s productive activity in a
number of sectors of the economy, includ-
ing high technologies. Pashinyan said the
technological sector is one of priorities of
the Armenian government as Armenia
plans to build a technological economy the
locomotive of which will be the IT field.
He said since the Soviet times Armenia had
a developed engineering system, currently
engineering companies successfully oper-
ate in the country. The PM informed that in

the past 7 years the IT field in Armenia has
grown 5 times. Pashinyan introduced the
government’s actions aimed at fighting mo-
nopolies, corruption, adding that institu-
tional reforms are being carried out in a
number of directions. “We invite you to get
acquainted with Armenia’s technological
opportunities and activities of companies”,
the PM said.

Nagi Hamiyeh stated that there is a small,
but organized Diaspora in Singapore the

representatives of which successfully oper-
ate in different areas, including technologi-
cal. The company representative added that
Temasek Holdings is ready to discuss the
cooperation and investment opportunities
with the Armenian government, including
in the field of engineering education. The
co-chair of the investment group intro-
duced the foundation’s activities in Singa-
pore, China, US and India.

Thereafter, the sides discussed the pros-
pects of creating a joint venture foundation,
implementing startup programs, exchange
of experience and technical cooperation.

The company representatives were in-
vited to attend the 2019 World Congress on
Information Technology (WCIT) to take
place in Yerevan in autumn. They accepted
the invitation with pleasure. The sides
agreed to continue the discussions in Yere-
van.
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan met with the leadership of
Vietnam’s Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, including
about two dozen major busi-
nessmen from Vietnam.

President of Vietnam Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
Dr. Vu Tien Loc said he was
aware of the results of effective
negotiations held between
Nikol Pashinyan and his coun-
try’s Prime Minister. He noted
that the representatives of in-
dustry, agriculture, technology
and trade in attendance of the
meeting were interested in es-
tablishing and deepening ties
with Armenian partners.

Pashinyan briefed the host
side on the steps taken by his
government to improve the
business environment in Arme-
nia, stressing that there are no
man-made obstacles for invest-
ing in Armenia today.

The IT sector keeps winding up
in Armenia, and I am glad that
our IT specialists have already
agreed to implement joint pilot
projects,” Nikol Pashinyan
said. The Prime Minister men-
tioned agriculture, tourism, ed-
ucation and textile industry as
prospective areas for coopera-
tion.

The head of th

e Armenian
-

investment projects in Arme
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government noted that our
country enjoys free trade re-
gimes with Georgia and the
Eurasian Economic Union. Ar-
menia will soon have a similar
regime with Iran. The Republic
of Armenia has signed GSP and
GSP+ trade arrangements with
EU countries, the United States
and Switzerland.

“I feel that our country can be
of great interest to the Vietnam-

nia

tural products. I am confident
that they can be competitive on
your domestic market,” Nikol
Pashinyan said.

The leaders of major compa-
nies, such as Sovico, Vingroup,
Contrexim, Huang Som,
Tiscovina, Hapro, Kangaroo,
Voci, Constrexim Hod and oth-
ers, came up with concrete pro-
posals to implement investment
projects in Armenia.

Prime Minister Pashinyan told
Armenian Minister of Economy
Tigran Khachatryan to follow
up the discussion on the pro-
posals. The Premier said he
looked forward to seeing Viet-
namese businessmen at the Ar-
menian-Vietnamese business
forum due this fall in Yerevan,
which is a good opportunity to
establish new business con-
tacts.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan gave an interview to Viet-

“The Government’s objective
is to transform Armenia into a
technological country. The Ar-
menian IT sector has grown
fivefold over the past few years.

nam’s leading Nhan Dan TV,
during which he dwelt on the
Armenian-Vietnamese relations
and touched upon the results of
the talks held in Hanoi.

ese business circles not only in
the aforementioned areas, but
also in terms of importing Ar-
menian beverages - brandy and
wine, and processed agricul-

Armenian Official unsure about Russian gas price in 2020

The head of an Armenian regulatory body said on July 4 that it is
not yet clear whether the price of Russian natural gas imported by
Armenia will change next year.

Russia’s Gazprom monopoly raised the wholesale price from
$150 to $165 per thousand cubic meters in January. But under an
agreement reached by it with the Armenian government, the cost
of its gas for Armenian households and corporate consumers will
remain the same for now.

Garegin Baghramyan, the chairman of the Public Services Regu-

latory Commission (PSRC), expressed confidence that Armenia’s
Gazprom-owned gas distribution network will not ask the PSRC to
raise the retail prices as well this year.

But Baghramyan could not say whether the Russian gas tariffs for
Armenia will rise, fall or remain unchanged in 2020. He said the
government is continuing to negotiate with the Russian side on the
issue.

“I can’t say at this point what will happen. Like I have said be-
fore, each party negotiates to try achieve a more economically ben-
eficial result,” he told reporters, adding that Yerevan hopes to
convince the Russians to cut the gas price.

Reports in the Armenian and Russian media have said that Mos-
cow is on the contrary keen to raise the current tariff set below
international market-based levels. Baghramyan dismissed these
reports as mere “presumptions.”

The gas issue is expected to be on the agenda of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s visit to Yerevan slated for October. Putin
most recently discussed it with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan at a meeting held in Saint Petersburg on June 6. Pashin-
yan said after those talks that a low gas price is essential for con-
tinued economic growth in Armenia.
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California to provide $5 million for Armenian American Museum

Asbarez — California Governor Gavin
Newsom signed the 2019 — 2020 state
budget with $5 million included for the Ar-
menian American Museum. The 2019 —
2020 budget provides $4 million in new
funding for the museum and $1 million in
reallocated funding. The approval brings
the State of California’s total investment in
the museum to $8 million.

Governor Newsom proposed the new
funding for the developing cultural and ed-
ucational center in the May revise of his

2019 — 2020 budget proposal following a
successful meeting between the Governor’s
office and museum leadership.

“My staff was enlivened by the progress
and vision of the Armenian American Mu-
seum,” stated Governor Newsom when ex-
pressing his support for the historic project
during a recent interview. “We have to con-
tinue supporting the museum to raise more
awareness of the extraordinary contribu-
tions of the Armenian community and to
reflect on their history.”

In early May, the museum’s Board of
Trustees, Construction Committee, and
Alajajian Marcoosi Architects met with
Governor Newsom’s Legislative Secretary
Anthony Williams. Initiated by State Sena-
tor Anthony Portantino, the meeting was an
important opportunity for museum leader-
ship to present its vision for the cultural and
educational center, provide a guided tour of
the museum site at Central Park, and have
a productive discussion directly with the
Governor’s team.

“I’m very pleased that Governor Newsom

has proudly embraced the Armenian Amer-
ican Museum and put his support behind
this amazing project,” stated Senator Por-
tantino. “The Governor clearly recognized
the significance of the project to the State
of California for all of California to em-
brace and Mr. Williams left the board brief-
ing quite impressed with this historic
effort.”

“We are grateful to Governor Newsom as
well as to Senator Portantino and the State
of California for supporting the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We have
reached a historic milestone for the project
and look forward to the historic ground-
breaking of the landmark center.”

The Armenian American Museum and
Cultural Center of California is a develop-
ing project in Glendale, CA with a mission
to promote understanding and appreciation
of America’s ethnic and cultural diversity
by sharing the Armenian American experi-
ence.

“Smart lock” created in Armenia’s Vanadzor

The Smart Electronics company based in
Vanadzor, Armenia, have created a smart
lock. If you have it, you can forget the key,
according to Smartnewsblog.

It took a four-member group a year
to develop the devise.

The lock can be installed on the door
and controlled from anywhere.

“The lock can be opened with the
smart phone’s Bluetooth or Internet
through apps available for both 10S
and Android,” the company’s CEO
Arkady Khumarov told Smartnews-
blog.

According to him, what’s most im-
portant about the new devise is its
security. “That’s why the most ad-
vanced security technologies have
been applied,” Khumarov added.

The smart lock will work on bat-

teries, but one-time charging will be

enough for a year.

Arkady Khumarov said the lock will go
on sale, when they find financing to fund
the production.

The devise is expected to cost about $60-
70 in the initial stage, but the price will be
cut, when the quantity increases.

—
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The United States o
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e Day

Yerevan, Armenia — On July 2,
2019, the U.S. Embassy celebrated
the 243rd anniversary of the inde-
pendence of the United States of
America with an evening of Mo-
town music, American food, and
fireworks. At the event, U.S.
Chargé d’Affaires Deborah
Grieser reaffirmed U.S. support
for democratic development in Ar-
menia. “It has been exciting to be
here in Armenia over the past year
to see Armenians forge a new
democratic path,” she said. “The
United States is committed to continuing to
work with our Armenian partners across all
sectors of society to ensure that the demo-
cratic vision of the Armenian people is re-
alized.”

In her remarks, Chargé Grieser also noted
the important role America’s third presi-
dent, Thomas Jefferson, played in the
founding of the United States, and high-

lighted his understanding that revolution
was only the starting point of effecting
change. The Embassy was pleased to wel-
come Armenian Deputy Prime Minister
Tigran Avinyan as the guest of honor.

Independence Day, which Americans cel-
ebrate as the birthday of the United States
of America, takes place on July 4 each year,
in honor of the adoption of the Declaration
of Independence on July 4, 1776.

Five members of the renowned
Hover State Chamber Choir per-
formed the Armenian and U.S.
National Anthems in honor of the
occasion.

The theme of the event was
“Motown,” a uniquely American
genre of music that is a distinct
mixture of 1960s pop, R&B and
soul music. Gisele Jackson &
Raphael Wressnig’s Soul Gift
band entertained the guests with
their renditions of Motown clas-

sics as well as original music.
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Armenia Fund mobilizes grassroots support for innovative housing
program in GyumriCourt Ruling

Armenia Fund, based in Los Angeles, has
launched a major campaign to raise grass-
roots support for its expanded housing pro-

gram in Gyumri, Armenia. The campaign

consists of an ongoing Phoneathon as well

as a special Telethon that will take place in
Los Angeles on July 14.

Called “Our Gyumri,” Armenia Fund’s
new housing program is set to provide close
to 60 homeless families in Gyumri with
renovated and fully-furnished apartments,

complete with all necessary household

appliances. As significantly, the program
is designed to help secure the livelihoods
of beneficiary families, by providing them
with a broad range of job-training and work
opportunities.

Armenia Fund has helped mitigate home-

lessness in Gyumri since 2014, by provid-

ing renovated and furnished apartments to
economically-vulnerable families still liv-
ing in ramshackle, unsanitary huts known

as domiks. To date, nearly 55 homeless

families have been given apartments
through Armenia Fund’s housing-assis-
tance program, implemented in partnership
with ARTN TV. This year, Armenia Fund
has initiated a considerably expanded pro-
gram, intent on accelerating housing assis-
tance while presenting beneficiaries with
an unprecedented path to prosperity.

“Our goal is to end the indignity of home-
lessness for many more families in Gyumri,
while also contributing to the ongoing re-
covery of this wonderful city,” said Maria
Mehranian, President of Armenia Fund.
“Everything is in place for implementing
the newest phase of our program. All that’s
needed now is the timely support of our
community, here in California and beyond,
so that we can continue to transform the
lives of our long-suffering compatriots in
Gyumri,” she concluded.

To be broadcast by ARTN TV on Sunday,
July 14, from 6 to 10 p.m., Armenia Fund’s
special Telethon will be dedicated to the

city of Gyumri. Reports and documentaries

about Gyumri’s people, institutions, and

achievements, as well as information about

Armenia Fund’s housing program will be

provided.
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Recent News from the Armenia’s Leading Telecom Operator

Children of VivaCell-MTS
Employees Visit their Par-
ents’ Workplace to Get Ac-

quainted with a Range of

Professions

VivaCell-MTS is happy to announce the
second Career Shadowing program, initi-
ated after the positive feedbacks received
on pilot project.

The Career Shadowing is intended for the
children of the Company’s employees aged
14 to 17. It aims at helping them choose
their future profession and get to know
their parents’ workplace.

The participants of the program will have
an opportunity to get involved in the work
of a department of their choice and to ob-
serve daily operations of the Company
from within in the course of their summer
holidays. It is expected that children will
shape certain understanding of the different
aspects of telecommunications. The pro-
gram will provide a pass time, which will
both fun and interesting. There will be edu-
cational and entertaining events organized
for children.

Each participant will be mentored by a
designated employee to be able to make a
more educated choice of future profession.
During the program, children will see what
the day at VivaCell-MTS looks like, how
the work goes, what the cooperation and
teamwork are, how the work decisions are
made, how the work is distributed, and so
on.

“Career orientation program for children
of our staff has several components. First,

the company welcomes the initiative of em-
ployees, to help children spend their sum-
mer holidays more meaningfully. Second, it
has an important educational underpin-
ning: children see the process of creating a
value by their own parents,
appreciate their enthusiasm
and professional qualifica-
o tions. This is very important in
terms of shaping respect for
parents. Moreover, through
| helping parents and their col-
y / leagues children feel the team
| spirit, and become a part of
the team. And most impor-
tantly, children get a chance
to see how many specializa-
tions there are and may
choose their future professions more knowl-
edgably. Of course, we are far from the idea
that children should choose their parents’
professional paths, but we give them the
opportunity to get acquainted with it,” Vi-

vaCell-MTS Founding General Manager
Ralph C. Yirikian said.

VivaCell-MTS carries out a number of ca-
reer development programs for students, as
well as open doors for schoolchildren and
representatives of different youth organiza-
tions.

AND...IMPORTANTLY...

JULY: 4- ‘
IN YEREVAN, ARMENIA

A

General Partner of the Ar-
menia’s Fifth International
Medical Congress Armenia’s
Leading Telecom Operator
VivaCell-MTS Declared
about Plans to Introdce Mo-
bile ID into Health Care Sys-
tem

RA Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan wel-
comed the participants and took part in the
official opening of the Congress. President
of the Republic of Armenia Armen
Sargsyan and His Holiness Karekin II, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Ar-
menians addressed a message to the
participants of the Congress. President of
the Congress Professor, a Knight of the nu-
merous state awards of Armenia and
Artsakh Republic Armen Charchyan, RA
and Artsakh Republic Health Ministers
Arsen Torosyan and Arayik Baghryan and
Founding General Manager of the General
Partner of the Congress Armenia’s Leading
Telecom Operator VivaCell-MTS Ralph C.
Yirikian delivered speeches. In his speech
VivaCell-MTS’ Founding General Man-
ager Mr Ralph C. Yirikian informed that
the Company attaches importance to the
development of electronic health care
which is a global trend. Mr Yirikian in-
formed that an agreement has already been
reached with the “Electronic Healthcare
National Operator” CJSC, administering

the electronic health care system of the Re-

public of Armenia to introduce Mobile ID
in the e-healthcare system. The Mobile ID
will be the cornerstone with the help of
which registration and strict identification
of beneficiaries should be carried out in the
Electronic Health Information Database.
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Maestro Constantine Orbelian: “Many Projects are Planned, and our

Morale is High!”

An amazing concert of rising superstar Hasmik Grigoryan in memory of her father Gegham
Grigoryan the Great expected...

By Gourgen James Khazhakian,
Chief Correspondent

-Maestro Orbelian, let us begin our cov-
ersation with your latest (and rather ex-

tensive) tour...

-We started in China, in Shenzhen, the
city which is situated directly opposite
Hong Kong. It is interesting to note that
even by the Chinese standards the develop-
ment of this city in mainland China is
amazing: while mere 30 years ago its pop-
ulation was only 30 000, today it is...22
million inhabitants! On the 29th of May
there, in a really luxurious concert hall we
performed with the rising star from Kazan,
Ayida Garifulina (coloratura soprano),
who performs on such stages as the Vienna
Opera, the Metropolitan Opera, the Bolshoi
Theatre and others, who sung with such

singers as Placido Domingo and Robbie
Williams.

-Did you achieve success with the “Chi-
nese comrades”?))) Was the house sold
out? Did they demand “encore”?

-Words cannot describe the reception we
had, you ought to have seen it!...Then we
had a concert in Kaunas in Lithuania, open-
ing the biggest classical music festival in
Lithuania, “Pazaislis”, with Verdi’s Req-
uiem, together with the native of Rostov-
on-Don, graduate of the Yerevan
Conservatoire Karina Grigoryan (Flores),
American singer of Greek descent
Eleni Matos, who is already known to our

Yerevan public, our “own” Hovannes
Ayvazyan and Haik Tigranyan, the State
Choir of Kaunas - everything was
wonderfully performed...

On the 12th of June, the National Day of
Russia, in St Petersburg, in the Konstanti-
novsky Palace, the northern residence of
the President of Russia, we had a concert
with Liparit Avetissyan. 1 must say a few
words about the venue: the Konstanti-
novsky Palace, on the way to Petrodvorets,
was destroyed during the World War II, and
it was practically built a new in 2003, to
mark the 300th anniversary of St Peters-
burg, and since then the Konstantinovsky
Foundation holds four concerts annually. |
will not allow my sense of modesty to hide
the fact that all those years my spouse, the
Honored (Merited) Artist of the Russian
Federation Maria Safaryants has acted as
the Chief organiser of those concerts.
On the 13th of June I flew to New York,
where on the 14th the world-famous Lithu-
anian singer Elina Garanca with the or-
chestra of the Metropolitan Opera gave a
stunning recital of Gustav Mahler’s cycle at
the Carnegie Hall.

Next day we flew with Elina to Buenos

Aires, where our Latin American tour was
scheduled to start, and there we were over-
joyed to meet the famous singer Maria
Gulegina (nee Meitarjyan, of the Arme-
nian descent — G.Kh.) who was singing in
“Turandot”, and she completed her perfor-
mances there just a few days ago.
Elina gave a concert in Teatro Colon in
Buenos Aires, then two concerts in San
Paolo in a fantastic concert hall which one
hundred years ago served as a railway sta-
tion, then for half a century was a derelict
building, and then finally was turned over
hall with
wonderful acoustic characteristics, with

into a concert

marble columns and everything...

A wonderful orchestra and tremendous
public...
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Next stop - Lima, Peru. There there was a
new National Theatre building, and a new
orchestra, and I started working with them
from a clean sheet. In the first half of the
concert Garanca performed arias from the
opera “Adriana Lecouvrer” by F. Cilea,
“Samson and Delilah” by Camille Saint-
Saens and “Cavalleria Rusticana” by P.
Mascagni. In the second she sang “sar-
suela” (self-styled Spanish musical comedy
- G.Kh.),

and four arias as “encore”. It would not be

parts from “Carmen”
considered an overstatement to say that she
created a total furore!

I must note that in all the three cities I
have signed memoranda on cooperation

with appropriate organisations.

-Well, after such an impressive account
of the Latin American events let us

return to our Armenian matters. What

have you got to share with our native

audiences, Maestro?

-The 10th of July will see our concert with
Hasmik (Asmik...) (Geghamovna) Grigo-
ryan, just having been honoured with two
top opera awards - in London and in Aus-
tria. It is praiseworthy that traditions of the
outstanding singer, People’s Artist of Ar-
menia and Lithuania Gegham Grigoryan
of the blessed memory are being furthered
by his daughter! Naturally, the concert is
dedicated to his memory... Some info: At a
press conference held on Saturday with the
participation of Hasmik Grigoryan and
Maestro Constantine Orbelian, replying a
question about more frequent performances
in the Motherland Armenia, a superstar of
the world opera noticed that her perfor-
mances are already scheduled for ... 5 (! —
G.Kh.) years in advance. And ... world
theaters, like, to say, “La Scala”, put the
performances exclusively for herself, so, in
2021, the “New York Metropolitan Opera”
“itself” puts on the opera of Richard
Strauss “Salome” starring Hasmik.

. Despite the fact that Hasmik lives
abroad, she speaks quite well Armenian,
and have close ties with her brothers, -
from the second marriage of Maestro
Gegham Grigoryan. “After the untimely
death of my beloved father, I dedicate all
my achievements, victories to him”
The ascended superstar of the opera scene
received bouquets ... well, of course, white
roses, including from your author ...
Strauss, Tchaikovski, Dvorak, Puccini and
Tigranyan are in the concert program, and,
naturally, the Opera House orchestra as
well as choir will perform in the 10 July
concert. She also stressed that it was al-
ways comfortable and pleasant for her to
work with such a Master as Constantine
Orbelian, Jr. -...Our friend and “Armenian
son-in-law” Gianluca Marciano is arriving
soon to conduct our orchestra in “Il Trava-
tore” and “Poliuto”... Then our artists go on

vacation until September...

-You must excuse my insistence - and

what next?

-It so happened that in our Theatre current
repertory there is no full-scale Russian
opera, and we want to stage “Eugene On-
egin”..

For concert performances we are prepar-
ing to stage Umberto Giordano’s oper “An-
drea Chenier”, parts of which were recently
performed by Hovannes Ayvazyan and Ge-
vorg Hakobyan... By the way, that opera
has never been performed in the Soviet
Union or in the post-Soviet republics, not
even in concert... And sheet music was not
available, I had to purchase everything.
And Mkrtych Babajanian is preparing the
cast for concert performances of Verdi’s
“Un Ballo
About ballet: we are preparing a new stag-
ing of “Old Gods” by Vache Sharafyan,
and choreographer Lera Kasparova from

opera In  Maschera”.

St Petersburg is expected soon with the aim
of acquainting herself with our artists and it
is possible that she will stage “Antuni” by
the great Komitas. Another new name in
ballet - 10-11 November are scheduled for
staging “Crystal Palace”by the Maltese
composer Alexey Shor, (Shor was born in
the Soviet era Kiev - G.Kh.), that ballet
with opera elements was recently shown in
our Theatre, attended by the author and his
father, but this time it is our own staging
and the costumes are being made, and sets
are getting ready, paid for by the European
Fund for Promotion of Culture from Malta.
That work by Shor (whose grandpa served
as an army officer in the Soviet era Lenina-
kan - G. Kh.) will be included in the reper-
tory of our Theatre.
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City Spa, one of the founders of Aes-
thetic medicine in Armenia, that was es-
tablished 14 years ago, is still following
the main principles that were implemented
since the launch: to use only clinically and
scientifically approved, highly effective
and safe with FDA approval products and
equipments imported mainly from UK
and Europe.

Depilation: Last year City Spa launched
a very safe, painless and fast acting new
machine for permanent hair removal. It
is the “Primelase” produced by Cocoon
Medical. The machine has an innovative

international leading brands such as ZO
Skin health (Beverly Hills US), GLO ther-
apeutics (ColoradoUS). Skin Ceuticals

(US) etc.

And that’s not the all: pedicure, man-
icure and massage will make your day.

You are welcome to City Spa. The aes-
thetic doctor’s consultations and skin di-
agnostics with Skin Scanner is fee. The
atmosphere in City spa is full of love and
peace. The pricing strategy is very flexible
and discounts for good long term clients
are available during whole year as well as
different Gift Cards.

method (dynamic mode) which allows to
treat very large areas of the body within
few minutes.

Localized fat removal: In Armenia
the first cryolipolysis method was imple-
mented by City Spa in 2016. Cooltech is
an innovative machine that acts as a none
surgical lyposaction, with a new method
of cryolipolysis for permanent localized
fat removal and body reconturing. It is
safe, painless and very effective. City Spa
is equipped also with the Wellashape ma-
chine for anti-cellulite treatment.

Anti aging Facial treat- The address:
ments and Care: City Baghramyan
Spa offers the latest sci- 1st DL, 2-nd building,
entifically approved anti 2-nd floor.

aging treatments and prod-
ucts for care. The doctors
are regularly improving

Phone: +374 60 536 536

their ~ qualifications in E-mail:
London and Paris, bring- spa.city@yahoo.com
ing the new inventions to
Armenia. The products Website:
used in City Spa are only www.cityspa.am
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Zociac Weekly Forecast

Aries (March 20—April 19)

It is important that you have mental activity
this week. If your mind is not productive, then
you may become irritable and say things you
don’t really mean. You want to take the initia-
tive in romance and this is a good time for that.
If you are with children, play really active
games. Wear them out.

Taurus (April 20 -- May 20)

Venus is your ruling planet and “she” repre-
sents your cooperative and affable personality,
along with your attraction to beauty in all its
forms. Between July 3 and July 26 she is trave-
ling through the sector which is related to home,
property and family matters. You may want to
make the environment more attractive, whether
at home or at work.

Gemini (May 20—June 20)

Please note the lead paragraph. Your ruling
planet is Mercury, which is changing directions
this week. You may be subject to impulsive de-
cisions. If you are waftling on an opinion the
best response is “no, wait”. You likely don’t
have all the necessary information for a clear
judgment.

Cancer (June 21-July 21)

The new moon eclipse in your sign may open a
new thought process about your personal identity.
How do you wish to define yourself before the
world? What do you need in order to improve your
relationships? Patterns from your childhood history
may need to be uncovered, repaired or removed in
order to allow your growth into more mature rela-

tionships.

Leo (July 22—August 21)

Give attention to the lead paragraph. Mercury
is turning retrograde in your sign and will be
more likely to affect your daily affairs than
many of the other signs. Don’t even try to final-
ize anything while a retrograding Mercury is
with you. You may even reverse decisions
which you have recently made.

ol

Virgo (August 22—September 22)

Over the next few weeks you may want to con-
tact people who have been significant in your
past. Itis time to dig deeply into yourself so you
can be as fully honest as possible within impor-
tant relationships. Speak from your heart and do
not allow your ego, which wants only to look

good, to take your words hostage.

Libra (Sep. 23—Oct. 22)

The new moon eclipse occurs in the territory
that defines your life direction. Circumstances
may change, pressuring you to alter your previ-
ous path. Something new may develop that
catches your attention. Your leadership gifts
come to the foreground at this time.

Scorpio (October 23—November 21)

You are in the mood to learn. You want to
pursue information that will help you move in
your life direction. Talking, texting, emails and
browsing the internet are prominent among your
activities of the week. Use tact when expressing
opinions. Your tone of voice may present as
fact, when really it is your personal viewpoint.

Sagittarius (November 22—December 20)

Take yourself outdoors this week and
enjoy the summer weather. Go somewhere
or do an activity that soothes your nerves
and offers peace. It is possible that you
need to blow off steam in a heavy exercise.
Travel and seeing new scenery will allow
you to relax and get away from stressors.

Capricorn (December 21-January 19)

This is a week of scrutiny. It is possible that
you are being tested now. You will get what
you deserve. If you have prepared well, you
will win the prize or the honor. You may have
begun a challenging project during late fall/
winter which is now ready for unveiling and

evaluation.

Aquarius (January 20—February 17)

You may feel isolated or as though no one
around you can possibly understand who or
what you are. In some way life circumstances
may be preventing you from communicating.
The inner critic could overrun your mind if you
allow it. Remember that feelings come and go
like waves. They never remain the same

Pisces (February 18—March 19)

Take every precaution not to abuse your body dur-
ing this period. Drugs or alcohol could have pecu-
liar side effects that you don’t understand. You are
in a low physical cycle and will be unable to push
yourself as hard as normal on any physical task. If
you are affected emotionally, try not to worry about
it. Your body/feelings will right themselves in due
time.
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Yezeglrjé'l'ian Hotel & Residence

In the Green Park
Near Congress Hotel
24 Studios and Apartments

€250 Per Week
(Payment Upon Arrival)

In the Center
of Yerevan

Warm Welcome
24/7 Security
Free Cafe & Bar

Kitchen, Refrigerator
Safe, TV, Internet

RESERVATIONS:

. N | 011 374 91 57 01 70
e = - 011 374 91 73 91 91

All Conveniences ¥ ' {
Air Conditioned szqaueli@an gem

Apartments

Modern
Rest Rooms
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The latest in non-invasive full body contouring.

WMHP

COOltech

Vacuum criolipolisis is
the new technology for
the non-surgical fat reduction:

Very effective!
Pain free!
Safe and easy!

Each procedure 70 min,
30-40 % reduction in treated area
in 2 month

5 % / visible results

After the treatment

Full body contouring
N
-_—
- § @ 5 adipose tissue é @ % B 2 ggp, ;:f; i
Before the treatment During the treatment
The address: Baghramyan 1st DL, 2-nd building, 2-nd floor.
Call +374 60 536 536. www.cityspa.am

AZAD Pharma AG

Switzerland Canada China
AZAD Pharmaceutical AZAD Fine DO
Ingredients AG Chemicals Ltd. Representative

Office of
Durachweg 15 1895 - 55th Avenue AZAD Pharmaceutical
CH-8200 Schaffhausen Dorval, Qc H9P 1G9 Ingredients AG

Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55

Phone No: +41 52 632 09 10
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11

AZAD Pharma AG

Room 801-087, Lixin Plaza,
#102 Moganshan Road
310051 -Hangzhou China

Atlit Inc.

16 Westminster Ave.,

Suite 306A

Montreal, Qc H4X 121
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67

Bahnhofstrasse 9

CH-3125 Toffen

Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10
Fax: +41 3181040 11

Phone +86-571-8761 5336
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963

AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG

Germany
AZAD Pharma GmbH

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a
DE-78315 Radolfzell

Phone No: +49 7732 939101510
Fax: +49 7732 9391016

Armenia

AZAD Pharmaceuticals
LLC

Vanahovit 8, Proshian
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62
Fax: +374 93 40 34 40
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