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Tribute to the memory of the April War victims

Accompanied by the Minister of Defense David Tonoyan, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan visited the Yerablur military pantheon on 
April 2 and paid tribute to the memory of the heroes who fell in the April four-day war and the Artsakh liberation war.

The Prime Minister laid flowers at the graves of the victims of the April war, General Andranik Ozanyan and Commander Vazgen 
Sargsyan.

Nikol Pashinyan laid a wreath at the memorial to the fallen freedom fighters.
Later the same day, at the beginning Cabinet session Nikol Pashinyan touched upon the 2016 April War and stated that there are various 

assessments on it. The PM said the War gave the answer to the most important question.
“And that question was the following: to what extent the independence generation is ready to protect the security and sovereignty of 

its own homeland. That answer was given in an eloquent way because the soldiers of our independence generation, of course, not only 
them, became examples of unexampled heroic deeds, with this eventually responding to the most important question.

 Armenia, Artsakh, the Armenian people should be confident that a new generation has come to supplement our representatives of 
the first generation of the Artsakh liberation war, this new generation is just as determined to stand in the positions for defending the 
homeland”, Pashinyan said.
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President Armen Sargsyan had 
a telephone conversation with 
Dr. Eric Esrailian, a well-known 
American-Armenian physician 
and co-chair of the David Geffen 
Medical Center at the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA).

Erik Esrailyan is also an active 
public figure, a member of the 
Central Board of Directors of the 
Armenian General Benevolent 
Union, and the producer of the Hollywood 
film Promise about the Armenian Geno-
cide.

President Sarkissian and Dr. Esrailian 
touched upon the issues of coronavirus 
pandemic and the opportunities for coop-

eration in the fight against it in Armenia. 
The President called for joint efforts, ex-
change of experience and mutual assistance 
in overcoming the current situation. In this 
context, they discussed issues of making 
more effective use of the opportunities cre-
ated by charity programs in Armenia and 

Diaspora.
Eric Esrailian said that since 

March, one of the new projects of 
The Promise Armenian Institute at 
the University of California, Los 
Angeles, led by Professor Alina 
Doryan, has launched cooperation 
aimed at preventing coronavirus 
outbreak between the California 
School of Health at the Los Ange-
les School of Health and the Ar-
menian Ministry of Health.

The team of Professor Doryan includes 
experts from the University of California, 
Los Angeles and other reputable insti-
tutions who, thanks to the efforts of The 
Promise Armenian Institute, support Arme-
nia in developing a public health strategy.

President Sarkissian, Dr. Eric Esrailian discuss perspectives of 
cooperation in fighting COVID-19

Armenia denounces Azerbaijani disinformation 
on situation along shared border

Armenia has denounced the 
systematic dissemination of dis-
information by the Azerbaijani 
authorities concerning the situ-
ation along the Armenian-Azer-
baijani border, as well as on the 
line of contact between Artsakh 
and Azerbaijan.

“The actions aim to cover-up 
or justify Azerbaijan’s own vi-
olations of the ceasefire and in-
ternational humanitarian law,” 
Spokesperson for the Armenian 
Foreign Ministry Anna Naghdalyan said in 
a statement.

The statement comes after the Azerbaijani 
side claimed Armenian forces had opened 
fire in the direction of Azerbaijani defense 
posts, villagers and farmers.

The Spokesperson reminded that on 

March 30, a minor of Voskevan village of 
Tavush region and two servicemen were 
wounded as a result of the ceasefire vio-
lation by the armed forces of Azerbaijan. 
During this military incident, the Azerbai-
jani armed units targeted the child within a 
civilian infrastructure, which is a clear vio-
lation of the international humanitarian law.

“Obviously, Azerbaijan attempts to use 

the suspension of monitoring 
exercises by the Personal Repre-
sentative of the OSCE Chairper-
son-in-Office, which is due the 
spread of COVID-19, in order to 
violate the ceasefire regime and 
disseminate disinformation.

“We once again reiterate our 
commitment to respect the calls 
of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs and the United Nations 
Secretary-General to strictly ob-
serve the ceasefire and refrain 

from any provocative action during this 
period,” Naghdalyan said.

She noted that such developments partic-
ularly emphasize the importance of imple-
menting the agreements on risk reduction 
and the establishment of effective interna-
tional mechanisms to this end.
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan visited the “Engineering City” 
accompanied by Minister of Defense David Tonoyan and Minister 
of High Technology Industry Hakob Arshakyan,

The Prime Minister was first introduced to the Armenian special-
ists’ solutions and development of military equipment. Then the 
Prime Minister got acquainted with the repair works of artificial 
lung ventilation devices.

Representatives of the Engineering Association of Armenia noted 
that they are currently working on designing artificial respiration 
devices, developing their complete or partial production, and will 
submit concrete proposals to the Ministry of High Technological 
Industry. At the same time, it was noted that specialists success-
fully restore devices that were previously in storage.

Prime Minister Pashinyan praised the work of Armenian engi-

neers in the above-mentioned directions and noted that the govern-
ment, in its turn, is ready to support the effective implementation 
of the programs.

The Armenian government approved on 
April 2 cash payments to more people who 
have been hit hard by economic disruptions 
resulting from the coronavirus epidemic.

The fresh financial assistance will be 
provided to the underage children of those 
Armenians who had no officially registered 
jobs or businesses or did not receive pov-
erty benefits when the unprecedented shut-
downs began on March 12. Their parents 
will receive 26,500 drams ($52) per child.

The government already allocated on 
April 30, 68,000 drams to registered 
workers who have lost their jobs during 
the crisis. The employees of hotels, travel 
agencies, restaurants, clothing stores and 
other businesses closed since March 13 will 

be paid up to 136,000 drams.
The government initially planned no such 

one-off payments to people involved in the 
informal sector of the Armenian economy.

Labor and Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi 
Batoyan said the government will now also 
help “those citizens who could not benefit 
from the measures announced by us” ear-

lier. Speaking during a cabinet meeting in 
Yerevan, she gave no estimates as to the 
number of the new recipients of the gov-
ernment aid.

As part of its efforts to cushion the eco-
nomic impact of the coronavirus lockdown, 
the government also decided last week to 
allocate grants to many private firms and 
subsidize commercial bank loans to small 
businesses and farmers.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on 
Thursday that this aid package “will help 
hundreds of thousands of our compatriots 
to overcome this crisis.”

Pashinyan’s political opponents have dis-
missed these measures as insufficient.

POLITICS

Armenian engineers working to design new lung ventilation devices

Government approves more cash handouts to struggling families
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The Armenian Civil Aviation Commit-
tee has dismissed media reports claiming 
that the Committee had been stripped of 
license.

“Armenia is a sovereign state and no 
structure can deprive a government agency 
operating under the law of the Republic of 
Armenia of its right to exercise its powers,” 
the Committee said in a statement.

The comments come after some media 
outlets in Armenia claimed that the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
had deprived the Armenian Civil Aviation 
Committee of license.

The Committee further clarifies that be-
tween February 3 and 7, 2020, experts 
from the European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) and the European Union visited 
the country to evaluate the activity of the 
Committee and two air companies.   On 
March 6, 2020, the two companies and the 
Committee received the preliminary eval-
uation results from EASA, on which the 
EASA expected to receive the Committee’s 
opinion to finalize the report on the evalu-

ation results. The Committee will send its 
observations to the Agency on April 6.

The European Commission plans to 
present the Agency’s observations and the 
Committee’s clarifications, at the hearings 
of the European safety team meeting to be 
held in Brussels on May 12-14, 2020.

Armenia’s aviation authority reminds that 
it has repeatedly stated that the Committee 
has serious problems that are not new, they 
have a very long history, and time and re-
sources are needed to modernize the struc-
ture. Serious and drastic steps are already 
being taken in that direction.

The Committee notes that the two air 
companies that were evaluated will tempo-
rarily be deprived of the right to fly to Eu-

ropean destinations, but may continue their 
flights to other countries.

Furthermore, the Committee says the de-
cision only applies to airlines registered in 
Armenia, which make a limited number of 
flights to European destinations, and this 
decision will not affect the flights oper-
ated by other international companies. In 
addition, the Committee says it is working 
closely with the management of the airlines 
to find solutions to the situation.

The Civil Aviation Committee has also 
published an open letter by the Regional 
Officer for Air Traffic Management (ATM) 
at ICAO Asia and. Pacific (APAC) Office, 
to the Armenian people.

In the letter Mr. Wicks notes that the 
problems at the Armenian Civil Aviation 
Committee are due to long-term systemic 
issues going back many years. He voices 
confidence that the leadership of Ms. Tate-
vik Revazyan, Chair of the Committee, will 
enable Armenia to make positive changes, 
which will strengthen and grow the vital 
Armenian aviation sector.

Dr. Asher Salmon, Director of the 
International Relations Department 
of the Israeli Ministry of Health, who 
coordinates the anti-COVID-19 mea-
sures in the country, has briefed Pres-
ident Armen Sarkissian on the steps 
taken in Israel to overcome the coro-
navirus epidemic.

The issue of Israel’s possible assis-
tance to Armenia was discussed, Ar-
menia’s needs were clarified during 
the phone conversation.

President Sarkissian and Dr. Salmon 
agreed that a video conference will be orga-
nized between Armenia and Israeli special-
ists in the coming days to clarify specific 

directions of further cooperation and take 
practical steps.

During the telephone conversation, Presi-
dent Sarkissian also touched upon the steps 
taken towards the development of medical 

engineering in Armenia and the pos-
sible cooperation with Israel in this 
sphere. Israel has a modern medicine 
and a developed healthcare system 
that can be instructive for Armenia., 
he said.

Last week Armenia’s Minister of 
Health Arsen Torosyan and Dr. Asher 
Salmon, Coordinator of Israel on 
COVID 19 issues discussed the ex-
perience of the two countries in the 
fight against coronavirus and agreed 

to continue professional contacts. Israel’s 
experience in combating coronavirus can 
be beneficial for Armenia.

Armenia’s Civil Aviation Committee denies 
reports on being stripped of license

Armenia, Israel to consider possible 
cooperation in medical engineering
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The Armenian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs has congratulated the authorities and 
the people of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) 
on holding free and fair elections on March 
31, which were in line with high demo-
cratic standards.

“The people of Artsakh have indeed 
earned the right to live free in dignity, to 
shape together a democratic and modern 
society. In this regard, these nationwide 
elections, which were held in an environ-
ment of free competition and civil solidar-
ity, have been case in point,” the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement.

“Those elections once again demonstrated 
that human rights, particularly the right to 
vote and to take part in a government, are 
inalienable and universal. The fundamen-
tal human rights instruments, in particular 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the International Covenants on Human 
Rights, clearly establish that in exercising 
human rights no distinction shall be made 
on the basis of the political, jurisdictional 
or international status of any territory and 
that all peoples can freely determine their 
political status by virtue of their right to 
self-determination and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural develop-
ment,” the statement reads.

The right of the people of Artsakh to 

self-determination is the foundation for 
the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict, the Ministry said, adding that 
“this reality has been fully reflected in 
the principles and elements of settlement 
presented by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs, which envisage the determination 
of the final legal status of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh through a legally binding expression 
of will.

Referring to the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs’ statement on the Artsakh elections, 
the Foreign Ministry said they once again 
reiterated the role of the population of 
Artsakh in determining their future, in the 
context of principles and elements of the 
settlement of the conflict.

“The incoming authorities of Artsakh 
– those who have already received the 
mandate of the people of Artsakh at the 

parliamentary elections and those who will 
receive that very mandate at the second 
round of the presidential elections, have a 
special responsibility and role in the Na-
gorno-Karabakh peace process,” the state-
ment reads.

Active engagement of the elected au-
thorities of Artsakh as a main party of the 
resolution of the conflict will significantly 
increase the effectiveness of the negotiation 
process and will ensure progress in the key 
issues of the conflict resolution, the For-
eign Ministry of Armenia said.

“Elections in Artsakh are also important in 
terms of strengthening democracy, human 
rights and civil society in the region. It once 
again emphasizes that the conflict cannot 
serve as an insurmountable impediment for 
building democratic society,” it continued.

“On these days, we also pay tribute to 
the memory of the victims of the military 
aggression and atrocities committed by 
Azerbaijan against the people of Artsakh 
four years ago. In this context, it should 
be underlined that the democratic develop-
ment of all countries in the region and ac-
countability of authorities before their own 
peoples is a prerequisite for the regional 
security and peaceful resolution of the con-
flict,” the Foreign Ministry congratulated.

Azerbaijan bears international legal re-
sponsibility for both unleashing the April 
aggression and for the criminal acts com-
mitted by its servicemen during the aggres-
sion against Artsakh, the Foreign Ministry 
of Artsakh said in a statement on the 4th 
anniversary of the our-day war unleashed 
by Azerbaijan.

Four years ago, on April 2, 2016, in fla-
grant violation of the ceasefire agreement, 
the Azerbaijani armed forces attacked the 
Republic of Artsakh. They targeted not 
only the front-line positions of the Defense 
Army of Artsakh, but also the civilians.

The intensity and scale of the hostilities, 
the number of forces and military equip-
ment deployed by Azerbaijan, as well as 
the actions of the Azerbaijani side taken 
prior to the attack to deliberately escalate 
the tensions and disrupt the peace process 
indicate that the April 2 aggression was a 
carefully planned and prepared military 
operation.

Azerbaijan’s aggression was accompa-
nied by gross violations of international 
humanitarian law and the rules of warfare. 
These crimes were documented in detail by 
the Office of the Human Rights Defender 
of the Republic of Artsakh and presented to 

the international community in two special 
reports.

“The aggression in April 2016 was an-
other attempt by Azerbaijan to resolve the 
Azerbaijan-Karabakh conflict by force. 
Only thanks to the decisive actions of the 
Artsakh Defense Army, as well as the sup-
port by all Armenians, it was possible to 
disrupt the military plans of Baku and to 
force the Azerbaijani side to comply with 
the ceasefire regime,” the Foreign Ministry 
stated.

“Azerbaijan’s attack on Artsakh became 
a challenge not only for our Republic, but 
also for the peace process under the aus-
pices of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chair-
manship, for the peaceful settlement of 
the Azerbaijan-Karabakh conflict. It is 
noteworthy that shortly before the April 
aggression, on March 19, 2016, the Pres-
ident of Azerbaijan openly accused the 
Minsk Group Co-Chairmen of “using their 
destructive activities to freeze the conflict, 
and therefore the faith of the Azerbaijani 
people in their activities is completely un-
dermined”,” the statement continued.

“Azerbaijan bears international legal re-
sponsibility for both unleashing the April 
aggression and for the criminal acts com-

mitted by its servicemen during the ag-
gression against Artsakh. The fact that the 
Azerbaijani servicemen, who had commit-
ted war crimes, were personally awarded 
by the President of Azerbaijan is another 
confirmation that these actions were com-
mitted either on the instructions, or under 
the leadership or control of the Azerbaijani 
authorities. Given that such crimes have no 
statute of limitations, the Republic of Art-
sakh will continue exerting consistent ef-
forts to bring those responsible to justice,” 
the Foreign Ministry added.

It said the April aggression only strength-
ened the determination of the people and 
authorities of the Republic of Artsakh to 
continue the chosen path of further consol-
idation and development of their statehood, 
which is the best guarantee for the safe ex-
istence and peaceful development of the 
people of Artsakh.

“Today, we pay tribute to all those that 
deceased, repelling the Azerbaijani ag-
gression in April 2016, or became innocent 
victims of the military adventure of Baku. 
We also express our gratitude to all and 
everyone who supported the people of Art-
sakh during these tragic days,” the Ministry 
concluded.

Elections in Artsakh Republic free, fair and in line with high 
democratic standards – Armenia MFA

Azerbaijan bears international legal responsibility for April 
aggression – Artsakh MFA
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EU to provide €51 to support Armenia’s fight against COVID-19
The European Union announced on April 

2, 51 million euros ($55 million) in assis-
tance designed to help Armenia deal tackle 
the coronavirus epidemic and its severe so-
cioeconomic consequences.

The EU Delegation in Yerevan said this 
includes 18 million euros in “new funds” 
allocated to Armenia and 33 million euros 
that will be “redirected” from other proj-
ects which it had planned to finance in the 
country.

It said the aid package will be used for 
supplying medical equipment, training 
medical personnel, supporting small and 
medium-sized enterprises and providing 

humanitarian assistance to socially vulner-
able groups of the population.

“More is yet to come through access to 
important regional banking facilities and 
further restructuring of projects,” the del-
egation added in a statement.

According to additional information 
posted on the mission’s Facebook page, 
the EU will spend 30 million euros on 
supporting Armenian businesses by im-
proving their “access to cheap loans, 
working capital and guarantees.”

It also says: “Over 3,000 vulnerable 
households with elderly people, people 
with disabilities and large families in Shi-

rak, Tavush and Lori regions will receive 
humanitarian aid packages.”

The EU announcement marks the largest 
coronavirus-related aid allocation secured 
by Armenia so far.

In response to the rapid spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic globally, and recently 
in Armenia, the World Bank is supporting 
the Government’s response to protect its 
people amid the coronavirus outbreak.

At the request of the Ministry of Health of 
Armenia, the World Bank has allocated $3 
million to address the country’s urgent 
needs for equipment and supplies needed 
for the intensive care of people with a con-
firmed COVID-19 diagnosis. These funds 
are supporting the procurement of 50 arti-
ficial pulmonary ventilation (APV) devices 
worth $1.35 million under the ongoing 
Disease Prevention and Control Project 
(DPCP). 

This procurement became possible due 
to the application of the streamlined pro-
cedures of the World Bank in emergency 
situations. The technical expertise provided 
by the World Bank helped to carry out rapid 
market analysis to ensure value for money 
amid acute shortages in global supply of 
medical equipment and increasing prices. 
As a result, Armenia’s health system will 
be equipped with  additional  high-quality 
devices necessary for treating an increas-
ing number of confirmed COVID-19 cases.

“In these dramatic times  the 
Bank stands ready to support the country’s 
response to help mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic,” says Sylvie Bossoutrot, World 
Bank Country  Manager for Armenia.  “I 
would like to recognize the unprecedented 
dedication of health professionals in Arme-
nia to protect the people. I would also like 
to strongly encourage each citizen of Arme-
nia to strictly abide by the requirements of 
these emergency times and observe social 
distancing and isolation measures aimed at 
minimizing the impact of the pandemic.”

Similar arrangements will be applied 
to purchase additional ventilators, as well 
as personal protective equipment  to ad-
dress  immediate healthcare needs.  In 
addition, the World Bank stands  ready 
to  reprogram parts of its active  ongoing 
portfolio in Armenia to support the govern-
ment’s response to COVID-19 in various 

areas.  
The World Bank’s financial and technical 

support is closely coordinated with that of 
other international organizations and de-
velopment finance institutions. In particu-
lar, the above equipment will be procured 
directly through United Nations agencies’ 
supply channels in view of the current con-
straints for these types of medical emer-
gency equipment in the global market.

The World Bank Group is rolling out a 
$14 billion fast-track package to strengthen 
the COVID-19 response in developing 
countries and shorten the time to recovery. 
The immediate response includes financ-
ing, policy advice and technical assistance 
to help countries cope with the health 
and economic impacts of the pandemic. 
The IFC is providing $8 billion in financ-
ing to help private companies affected by 
the pandemic and preserve jobs.  IBRD 
and IDA are making an initial US$6 bil-
lion available for the health-response.  As 
countries need broader support, the World 
Bank Group will deploy up to $160 billion 
over 15 months to protect the poor and 
vulnerable, support businesses, and bolster 
economic recovery.

World Bank provides 3 million USD to Armenia 
to fight COVID-19 spread

http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/s/sylvie-bossoutrot
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/s/sylvie-bossoutrot
http://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19
http://www.ifc.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/


NextPrevious

7 

The Noyan Tapan Highlights www.nt.am 6 April #13(1280)2020

Armenia’s national gas distribution com-
pany owned by Russia’s Gazprom giant on 
April 1 asked public utility regulators to 
raise its retail prices set for households and 
corporate consumers.

“The [Gazprom Armenia] company wants 
an 11 percent increase in the existing av-
erage tariff,” Garegin Baghramyan, the 
chairman of the Public Services Regulatory 
Commission (PSRC), told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service.

According to a Gazprom Armenia ap-
plication publicized later in the day, the 
company is seeking a more than 16 percent 
increase in the gas price set for manufac-
turing and agricultural firms. At the same 
time, it is ready to slightly cut the price for 
the majority of households, which currently 
stands at an equivalent of $290 per thou-
sand cubic meters. Still, it wants to scrap a 
sizable price discount enjoyed by low-in-

come families.
Under Armenian law, the PSRC has to 

make a decision on the requested tariff re-
vision within the next 80 days.

The cost of Russian gas supplied to Ar-
menian consumers remained unchanged 
after Gazprom raised its wholesale price for 
Armenia from $150 to $165 per thousand 
cubic meters in January 2019. This trans-
lated into additional major expenses for 
Gazprom Armenia, which already reported 
growing financial losses in the course of 
2018.

Baghramyan acknowledged that the gas 

distribution network has reason to seek 
price rises given the extra costs incurred 
by it. But he said this will no longer be the 
case if Gazprom lowers the wholesale price 
of Russian gas for Armenia.

The Armenian government requested 
such a price reduction on Tuesday in ap-
parent anticipation of the application filed 
by Gazprom’s Armenian subsidiary.

In a letter to Gazprom Chairman Alexei 
Miller, Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grig-
oryan argued that international oil prices, 
which greatly determine the cost of natu-
ral gas, have fallen sharply over the past 
month. Grigoryan also said that economic 
disruptions caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic will significantly reduce energy con-
sumption levels in Armenia unless they are 
offset by a lower gas price.

A modular building with 42 wards has been 
built next to the Nork Infectious Clinical Hos-
pital in Yerevan.

It took just ten days install the 14 modules 
and equip the infrastructure with air condi-
tioning, heating, fire alarm and internet sys-
tems.

The modular section will serve as an isola-
tion facility for coronavirus patients with no 

symptoms and those waiting to be tested.
Armenia has so far confirmed more than 

600 coronavirus cases, 33 patients have re-
covered and been discharged from hospital. 
Five coronavirus-related deaths have been 
reported.

Nine medical institutions across Armenia 
have been re=profiled to serve COVID-19 
patients only.

The temporal reproductive number (Rt) of 
COVID-19 in Armenia has reduced from 2 
to 1.4 due to effective management, Deputy 
Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan informs.

The coefficient shows how many people 
one infected person can potentially infect. 
The higher the number, the more people get 
infected.

Failure to reduce the coefficient will lead 
the spread of the infection at a growing rate.

This is the reason why social distancing and 
restriction of people-to-people contacts are 
considered important means of fighting the 
spread of the infection.

“The restrictions of the movement of people 
and suspension of activity of a number of en-
terprises since March 25 it has been possible 

to reduce the reproductive number from 2 to 
1.4,” Tigran Avinyan says.

According to him, the task in the coming 
week should be to strictly follow the rules and 
restrictions of the state of emergency.

“We should try to reduce Rt to lower than 
1. This will mean that the spread of corona-
virus infection is manageable, and the health-
care system will be able to effectively handle 
potentially serious cases. As a result, we will 
be able to gradually ease the limitations and 
gradually return to normal life,” the Deputy 
PM says.

ECONOMY

Armenian Gas operator seeks gas price rise

Modular section with 42 wards built next to infectious hospital in Yerevan

Reproductive number (Rt) of COVID-19 in Armenia reduces from 2 to 1.4
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Fitch Ratings has revised the Outlook 
on Armenia’s Long-Term Issuer Default 
Ratings (IDR) to Negative from Stable 
and affirmed the IDRs at ‘BB-‘.

Fitch says the coronavirus shock nega-
tively affects the Armenian economy due 
to its exposures to commodities (a major-
ity of exports), the Russian economy (for 
remittances, trade and FDI) and to tour-
ism, only partially offset by the benefit 
of a lower oil price. This is in the context 
of Armenia’s relatively high net external 
debt and structural current account deficit, 
which is only partly financed by non-debt 
creating capital inflows.

Despite a robust macroeconomic policy 
framework and continuing commitment to 
reform, the economic shock has put public 
debt on a markedly higher trajectory, and 
there are downside risks to the forecasts 
should the COVID-19 outbreak not be con-
tained in 2H20 in line with Fitch’s current 
baseline assumption.

“We forecast the coronavirus shock will 
drag down GDP growth from 7.6% in 2019 
to 0.5% this year. Growth accelerated in 
2H19 to 7.9%, and momentum remained 

strong in 2M20, providing some offset to 
the sharp contraction expected in 2Q20. 
The government has announced a state of 
emergency, with a support package totaling 
2.3% of GDP, and the central bank has cut 
interest rates by 25bp to 5.25% following a 
fall in inflation to an average -0.1% in the 
first two months of 2020,” Fitch says.

Fitch projects that GDP growth partially 
recovers in 2021, to 5.5%, supported by a 
rebound in external demand, investment 
catch-up, and revival of private consump-
tion and employment growth, with a mod-
erate drag from fiscal tightening.

Fiscal stimulus and weak growth will 
push out this year’s general government 
deficit to a forecast 5.0% of GDP in 2020, 
up from 1.0% in 2019. The government’s 

coronavirus stimulus package has a 
focus on social support, subsidized lend-
ing, and loan refinancing and risk-shar-
ing, with a high degree of uncertainty 
over how much will ultimately fall on 
the government balance sheet.

“Fitch anticipates additional fiscal 
measures including to directly support 
employment, partly offset by under-ex-
ecution on capital projects and some 

reprioritization of non-essential recurrent 
spending this year. We forecast the general 
government deficit will narrow to 3.5% 
of GDP in 2021, on the back of stronger 
GDP growth and a partial unwinding of 
support measures, underpinned by the gov-
ernment’s strong commitment to its medi-
um-term fiscal targets,” Fitch said.  

General government debt is projected to 
rise from 53.6% at end-2019 to 59.2% of 
GDP in 2020 before falling back to 56.0% 
in 2021, upward revisions of 9.4pp and 
7.4pp, respectively, since the last review, 
and well above the current ‘BB’ median of 
46.5%.

Fitch revises outlook on Armenia to negative
 due to “coronavirus shock”

(Armenpress) - On the night of April 2, 
2016, Azerbaijan launched a large-scale at-
tack on Artsakh in southern, southeastern 
and northeastern directions. The Defense 
forces of the Artsakh Republic success-
fully thwarted the offensive and launched 
a counteroffensive. At noon on April 5, 
an oral ceasefire was reached between the 
chiefs of the General staffs of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan in Moscow. In the outcome of 
the military operations on April 2-5, the 
human and material losses of the Azerbai-
jani army significantly exceeded the losses 
of the Artsakh Defense Army.

Despite the enormous amount of human 
force and armored vehicles, including the 
ones Azerbaijan had bought during the 
recent years, the Military forces of Azer-
baijan failed to complete the assigned 
tasks; achieve operational depth and re-
fraction in the negotiation process of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The Artsakh 

Defense Army managed to inflict a strate-
gic defeat on Azerbaijan due to competent 
defensive and counter-offensive military 
operations.

The initiation of the April 2016 War by 
Azerbaijan, was the largest flare-up of 
anti-Armenian hatred policy, or, in other 
words, Armenophobia, since the beginning 
of the truce in 1994.

In a Security Council meeting convened 
on April 2, President Aliyev tried to justify 
the offensive initiated by Azerbaijan, an-
nouncing:  “...All conflicts must be re-
solved on a single principle. The principle 

of self-determination of nations must not 
violate the territorial integrity of countries. 
This is what the Helsinki Final Act states”.

This statement is proof itself, that Azer-
baijan has given huge importance to the 
initiation of military actions in the scope of 
its state strategy.

As a result of large-scale military actions 
on April 2-5, Azerbaijan managed to oc-
cupy a few combat positions in the North-
ern and Southern directions. Despite this, 
Azerbaijani Military forces failed to fulfill 
its military tasks, suffering heavy combat 
and human casualties. By the virtue of the 
counter-offensives of the Artsakh Defense 
Army, some of the above-mentioned po-
sitions were recaptured and Artsakh was 
able to repel the alleged main attack of the 
Azerbaijani Armed forces in the central di-
rection.

In particular, Armenian forces were able 
to thrust back 

April War: Azerbaijan’s failure on the use of military force as a 
foreign policy tool

 page 10
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By Harut Sassounian

Forum 18 News Service of Oslo, Nor-
way, published a  lengthy article  by Dr. 
Mine Yildirim on March 25,   explaining 
the Turkish government’s interference in 
the election of the Armenian Patriarch of 
Turkey, despite the ruling of the Constitu-
tional Court that the government’s interfer-
ence “was not prescribed by law and not 
necessary in a democratic society.”

Two Armenians of Istanbul, Levon Berj 
Kuzukoglu and Ohannes Garbis Balmum-
ciyan, had initially filed a lawsuit with the 
Administrative Court on March 27, 2012. 
The Court rejected the lawsuit, stating that 
the Patriarchal election can only take place 
after the death or resignation of the Patri-
arch who was in a coma, even though the 
1863 Ottoman-era regulations stated that 
the Armenian Patriarch’s election can take 
place in the case of “the death of the Pa-
triarch, resignation and other.” The appli-
cants appealed this decision, but the Court 
of Cassation rejected it on November 23, 
2015.

The two Armenians then appealed to 
the Constitutional Court claiming that the 
state’s refusal of their request for the elec-
tion of a new Patriarch violated their right 
to freedom of religion. The Court made 
its judgment in favor of the Armenians 
five years later in May 2019. However, 
the Turkish leaders ignored the Court’s 
decision. “While the judgment includes 
important findings related to the state’s un-
justified interference in the internal affairs 
of the Armenian community, it also raises 

questions about whether the Constitutional 
Court is an effective domestic remedy or 
an actor that conveniently blocks appli-
cations to the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg, thus closing the door 
to international supervision,” Dr. Yildirim 
wrote. “The state had prevented the Arme-
nian community from electing its religious 
leader between 2009, when the then Pa-
triarch Mesrob Mutafyan could no longer 
perform his duties due to illness, and 2019, 
when the community finally elected Bishop 
Sahak Mashalyan as the new Patriarch.”

It is more than a coincidence that the Con-
stitutional Court gave its verdict on May 
22, 2019, following the state’s approval of 
the Patriarchal election after the March 8, 
2019, passing away of Patriarch Mutafyan. 
The timing of the decision was intended to 
give the impression that the state was not 
interfering in the election of a new Patri-
arch and the Court was not telling the gov-
ernment what to do.

In its ruling, the Constitutional Court re-
ferred “to the 1863 Regulation for the Ar-
menian Millet (ethno-religious community) 
and international legal provisions, includ-
ing the European Court on Human Rights 
(ECHR) and the 1923 Lausanne Peace 
Treaty’s provisions on the protection of 
non-Muslims in Turkey,” according to Dr. 
Yildirim.

Throughout the existence of the Republic 
of Turkey, the government made some arbi-
trary changes during the 1950, 1961, 1990, 
1998 and 2019 Patriarchal elections. “The 
election Directives were based on the Cab-
inet Decree of 18 September 1961 which 
had been issued only for that year’s Patriar-
chal election and which included no provi-
sions for future elections. Despite this, the 
Interior Ministry has continued to use this 
Decree,” Dr. Yildirim wrote. The Interior 
Ministry’s submission to the Constitutional 
Court stated that the measures taken by the 
authorities derive from “the state’s positive 
obligation to organize the religious field.”

The Constitutional Court countered that 
argument by ruling that its verdict is based 
on Article 24 of the Turkish Constitution 
which protected religious freedom, Article 
38 of the Lausanne Treaty which referred 
to the practice of religion, as well as the 

various rulings of the European Court of 
Human Rights. Furthermore, the Consti-
tutional Court ruled that “the appointment 
of a Patriarchal Vicar-General (in 2010) 
occurred not as a result of a process that 
took place within the competing civilian 
and spiritual initiatives in the Armenian 
community, but as a result of ‘state pres-
sure that was unconstitutional,’” according 
to Dr. Yildirim. “In conclusion, the Consti-
tutional Court found that the state has not 
been able to demonstrate a pressing social 
need that overrides the ‘spirit of Armenian 
traditions’ and the ‘Armenian community’s 
will.’ Therefore, the interference in the ap-
plicants’ right to freedom of religion or be-
lief by way of refusing the request to hold 
Patriarchal elections cannot be considered 
compatible with the requirements of a dem-
ocratic society, and Article 24 of the Con-
stitution had thus been violated.”

However, even after the ruling of the 
Constitutional court, the state continued 
to interfere in the Patriarchal election. The 
Turkish Interior Ministry came up with a 
new restriction, ruling that only those Turk-
ish Armenian bishops who were serving in 
Turkey at the time could be candidates for 
the Patriarchal election, thus reducing the 
number of eligible candidates to two. “This 
is 100% in contradiction to the Constitu-
tional Court’s judgment,” said Sebu Aslan-
gil, the lawyer in the case. Nevertheless, 
the Armenian Steering Committee for the 
Patriarchal election decided not to contest 
the Interior Ministry’s ruling in order not 
to further delay the election of a new Pa-
triarch.

Dr. Yildirim concluded: “The judgment 
raised the profile of the Constitutional 
Court as a high court delivering a judgment 
in line with ECHR jurisprudence. Yet, due 
to its timing, the judgment had no impact 
on rectifying the injustice that the Arme-
nian community experienced. It also closed 
the door for an application to be made to 
the ECHR in Strasbourg, thus blocking in-
ternational supervision of the implementa-
tion of the judgment.”

In effect, as the legal axiom states, “Jus-
tice delayed is justice denied.”

Turkey Ignores its Highest Court’s Verdict
 on Armenian Patriarch’s Election

http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2556
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the attack planned in the direction of Ak-
na(Aghdam). Following this, Azerbaijan’s 
Minister of Defense Zakir Hasanov ordered 
Azerbaijan’s armed forces to be ready to 
launch heavy combat attacks on Stepa-
nakert and other Armenian settlements.

The same day, heavy flamethrower sys-
tems TOS-1A were used  in combat oper-
ations for the first time. Besides this,the 
BM-21 “Grad” and longer-range BM-30 
“Smerch” multiple launch rocket systems 
were also put into operation.

The analysis of the first day of the military 
actions shows that Azerbaijan had adopted 
the tactics of a rapid breakthrough with the 
use of mobile groups for special purposes. 
In particular, the 052 separate special 
forces brigade of the Azerbaijani Armed 
Forces was involved in the Northern direc-
tion of Talysh. However, despite the suc-
cessful sabotage penetration in the primary 
segment, the brigade then found itself in a 
blockade and lost more than 30 soldiers, in-
cluding junior and senior officers.

The harmonization of special purpose 
groups and combined arms forces failed. 
Due to this, the tactic of providing a break-
through with a surprise attack came to 
naught. Therefore, Azerbaijan put heavy 
artillery into action, thereby transferring 
the military attack to a positional battle 
and failing the primarily initiated military 
action. It’s important to note that these ar-
tillery systems, and “Smerch” in particular, 
completely lacked in their implementation.

These turnouts made a ceasefire desirable 
for Azerbaijan and after the oral ceasefire 
agreement of April 5 between the Chiefs of 
General of Staff of Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia, the military actions were put at a halt. 
Azerbaijan’s aggression against Artsakh 
was successfully prevented.

Azerbaijan did not provide accurate and 
final data related to its human losses, as 
usually hiding the real number of casual-
ties, but it became clear by open source 
investigation that the Azerbaijani armed 
forces lost at least 93 soldiers during the 
military operations. To be more exact, at 
least 70 losses were reported in the northern 

direction, in Talish, and at least 22 losses in 
the southern direction, in Fizuli. It is also 
worth noting that a significant number of 
special force combatants were among the 
fatalities of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces.

“There are literally dozens of casualties 
each year, and as you may know, fighting 
flared up dramatically in early April, April 
2 to April 5 – so-called 4-day war – with 
hundreds of casualties – an estimated 350 
casualties including civilians”,  stated  the 
US State Department officials, on their spe-
cial briefing on May 16, 2016. According 
to the same statement, Azerbaijan has had 
much more losses, compared to Armenia as 
well. This allows us to confirm our assess-
ments related to the number of casualties of 
the Azerbaijani side.

According to the reports from Artsakh 
Defense Army, Azerbaijan has also had 
more losses of military equipment, includ-
ing 24 tanks, 1 TOS-1A multiple launch 
rocket, 1 IFV, 6 armoured vehicles, 1 En-
gineer Vehicle, 1 “Grad” multiple rocket 
launcher, 2 helicopters (Azerbaijan reports 
only 1 of them), 12 Unmanned aerial ve-
hicles. Artsakh Defense Army reported the 
loss of 64 soldiers and 13 volunteers. As 
for the equipment, Artsakh DA reported 14 
tanks (6 of which were later repaired and 
put into operation again), 4 IFVs (BMP), 
1 “Shilka” ZSU (radar-guided anti-aircraft 
system).

The Armenian side reported 800 hectares 
of land losses, which the President Serzh 
Sargsyan also did confirm in an  inter-
view. Despite this, Azerbaijan claims to oc-
cupy a territory of more than 2000 hectares.

Hrant Mikaelyan, a researcher at the Cau-
casus Institute, published an article on Ka-
vkaz-uzel.eu website where he mentions 
that Artsakh lost a total of 9.93 sq km or 
993 hectares of land, based on an analysis 
of maps (according to his first assessment, 
Armenian side’s land-loss was 795 hect-
ares). In any case, it should be noted that 
this data is not accurate, as it is based on 
maps and may definitely differ from the 
actual measurements. It’s also important 
to consider that Artsakh’s overall terri-

tory currently is about 11,500 sq km, and 
the above-mentioned 800-900 hectares or 
8-9 sq km land is only 0.07 % of its total 
territory. Clearly, one cannot consider the 
capture of such a relatively small territory 
as success especially when taking into ac-
count the fact that Azerbaijan mobilized 
huge amounts of forces and military equip-
ment.

During the April War, Azerbaijan has 
repeatedly violated its international obli-
gations and a number of international con-
ventions. In particular, Azerbaijani soldiers 
brutally murdered 3 elderly residents of 
Talish village; Valeri Khalapyan, his spouse 
and 92-year-old Marusya Khalapyan, and 
maimed their corpses. Vagharshak Grigo-
ryan, a schoolboy born in 2004, was killed 
in Azerbaijani shelling in front of his school 
located in Zoravan village (Nerkin Tchar-
tar). 2 other children were also wounded. 
Besides this, according to the 2016 report 
prepared by the Artsakh’s Ombudsman of-
fice, 90 % of the 28 soldiers of the Artsakh 
Defense Army who were caught in the con-
trol zone of Azerbaijani forces, were also 
brutally killed and their corpses were muti-
lated; many amputation cases were also re-
ported (both alive and after death). 3 cases 
of decapitation were registered.

A footage of how the Azerbaijani soldiers 
were showing Yezidi Kyaram Sloyan’s cut 
off head to a group of villagers and proudly 
celebrating their “heroic act” was dispersed 
on the Internet. Some time later the offi-
cial website of the President of Azerbaijan 
posted a picture where Ilham Aliyev was 
awarding the soldier who had committed 
that act of “heroism”.

The above-mentioned facts also clearly 
state that the policy of using military force 
adopted by Azerbaijan not only does ig-
nore its international obligations but also 
encourages racism and war crimes which 
was clearly demonstrated during the mili-
tary operations in April 2016.

April war once again confirmed that the 
security of the population of Artsakh can be 
guaranteed by its own armed forces only.

April War: Azerbaijan’s failure on the use of military force 
as a foreign policy tool
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Viva-MTS – Thinking About the Nation, 
Especially in the Hardest Times…

By George Chakhalyan

 …A couple of days ago I received a call 
from my friend, People’s Artist of Arme-
nia, Laureate of the State Award of Soviet 
Armenia, Professor, a world famous vio-
linist E.T., who, speaking to me, in a “by 
the way” manner said that on 1 April their 
landline phone was switched off as, he, 
under strict quarantine, being aged more 
than 70 years old, missed a time to pay…

He also mentioned that, “surprisingly”, 
his Viva-MTS mobile phone has been 
NOT cut off as E.T. had no chance pay 
for Armenia’s leading telecom operator 
services as well…

Let’s remind that Viva-MTS was the very 
first company providing public services, 
and, why not, among businesses that let 
the customers to postpone payment, in 
contrast to “the some” including telecom 
operator companies…

We strongly believe that here the follow-
ing proverb is a proper one: “Like Master, 
like man” (Hopefully, we think the Reader 
can surely guess who is the Master in this 
context…)

Application and website for digi-
tal textbooks without extra charge 
for Internet available for Viva-MTS 
subscribers

Given the current situation and the need 
for distance learning, Viva-MTS provides 
all pupils, teachers, parents and, in general, 
all its subscribers with the opportunity 
to use schoolbooks via modern technol-
ogies with no extra charge for the use of 
Internet (textbooks  are guaranteed by the 
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture 
and Sport of Republic of Armenia). Text-
books are available online through the“Ar-
menian Schoolbooks”  app and at  http://
schoolbooks.am/. When using these plat-

forms, there is no charge for the used In-
ternet MB.

“Armenian Schoolbooks” project for 
digitization and dissemination of text-
bookshas been implemented as a result of 
the joint collaboration of “Mer Soft” Com-
pany’s “bonee.net” system and “DSHH”. 
Aiming to offer up-to-date technology 

solutions in a most comfortable way to its 
subscribers, Viva-MTS has started collabo-
rating with project’s implementing parties.

All the state-approved textbooks for 5th-
12th grades are available through the free 
“Armenian Schoolbooks” app available 
at  Google Play Marketand AppStore, as 
well as via http://schoolbooks.am/

“Viva-MTS continuously demonstrates 
a responsible approach within busi-
ness-state-society cooperation chain. I am 
convinced that regardless of the situation 
in the country, companies with corporate 
social responsibility value systems should 
manifest this kind of approach. The “Ar-

menian Schoolbooks” program promotes 
online education and is a great option for 

people who do not have textbooks nearby 
at hand. I think the opportunity to use this 
integrated system of digital textbooks is a 
good solution to stay in the loop of educa-
tional processes,” said Viva-MTS Found-
ing General Manager Ralph C. Yirikian.

“I am glad that we succeeded in contrib-
uting to the development of the Armenian 

educational system. 
The main goal of the 
project is to make the 
textbooks public and 
to activate our coun-
try’s educational pro-
cesses, ensuring their 
consistency with the 
challenges and de-
mands of the time,” 
said Co-founder of 
“Mer Soft” Company 
and co-author of the 
“bonee.net” platform 
Tigran Manukyan.

Textbooks are avail-
able anytime and anywhere via the system.

Get new acquaintances and friends 
online with “#LikeU” app: get 30 
days to try

 Life is fun when you are online. Download 
Viva-MTS’ “#LikeU” app on your smart-
phone and by subscribing to the service till 
14 April 2020, inclusively, get 30 days to 
try the service instead of the 14 days before. 
Download for free now Play Store. 
After the end of the trial period the 
service fee in AMD 50 per day. 
The service is available only for the first 
time subscribers.

Get new acquaintances and friends on-
line with “#LikeU” app: get 30 days to try 
Life is fun when you are online. Download 
Viva-MTS’ “#LikeU” app on your smart-
phone and by subscribing to the service till 
14 April 2020, inclusively, get 30 days to 
try the service instead of the 14 days before. 

Download for free now Play Store. 
 
After the end of the trial period the 
service fee in AMD 50 per day. 
 
The service is available only for the first 
time subscribers.

Get new acquaintances and friends online 
with “#LikeU” app: get 30 days to try

http://schoolbooks.am/
http://schoolbooks.am/
https://webmail.mts.am/OWA/redir.aspx?C=Pt4JUWa5z76z5oT-K1q1YOuY-NVmCuiKbfc1xufHUzR61r0nXtLXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fapps.apple.com%2fgb%2fapp%2farmenian-school-books%2fid1502243125%3fign-mpt%3duo%253D2
http://schoolbooks.am/
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Tatev Baroyan: An Armenian Rising Star of the American Opera
By Gourgen James Khazhakian 
Chief Correspondent

Tatev Baroyan, 25, was born in 
Yerevan, Armenia in the dark and 
cold years, a spark waiting to ignite 
with passion for the classical world. 
Having five generations of musi-
cians in her family, you could say 
her love of music was born with her. 
At the age of five she was accepted 
to the Tchaikovsky Music School 
of Yerevan for gifted students as 
a pianist to follow in her mother’s 
footsteps. Tatev thrived on stage 
during piano class concerts and 
recitals as well as with the Arme-
nia State Choreographic Academy 
where she took ballet. Although so 
young, she always found comfort 
on stage. Unlike her classmates, 
she enthusiastically waited for her 
turn to go out and share her joy with 
the audience. In 2007, Tatev joined 
her mother, Zaruhi, in the United 
States. 
(Zaruhi Baroyan was born in Yere-

van, Armenia in the family of prom-
inent musicians. She graduated from 
the Komitas Yerevan State Conser-
vatory with Master’s degree (piano), 

and then she became PhD in music. 
Within the following years Mrs 
Baroyan was accompanist for the 
ballet troupe of the Al.Spendiaryan 
Natl Academic Opera and Ballet 
Theater in Yerevan and participated 
in various intl competitions with 
diplomas and prizes. In 1999, with 
a group of Armenian musicians, 
Zaruhi Baroyan received an invita-
tion from Columbia Artist (USA) to 
take part in Andrew Lloyd Weber’s  
Music Nationwide Tour Starring 
Michael Bolton. From 2004 to pres-
ent she has been the company pia-
nist of Sarasota Ballet of Florida. ) 
Tatev Baroyan continued her edu-

cation in Sarasota, Fl, and rediscov-
ered her passion for music through 
an unfamiliar approach; classical 
singing. In 2009, when enrolled in 
Riverview High School she became 
a part of the choir as a student ac-
companist and slowly discovered 
her voice and her potential. She par-
ticipated in numerous concerts, per-
formances, and state competitions 
as a member of a chamber choir.
A major milestone in the beginning 

of her career was the opportunity 
she was given with the Congrega-
tion for Humanistic Judaism to sing 
a solo part with the choir, thus ini-
tiating her work as a soloist. Such 
community support also made it 

possible for Tatev to graduate from 
the Komitas State Conservatory in 
Yerevan with a B.M. 
Now, as an emerging artist, she 

continues her intensive work with 
her teachers Hasmik Hatsagort-
syan, a prominent opera singer of 
Armenia, Robert Lischetti and her 
mother Zaruhi Baroyan, taking 
her first big steps into a career of a 
professional classical singer. Along 
with private lessons in the years 
of her studies, she has taken mas-
ter classes and coachings with the 
following people: Davide L. Jones, 
Lee Dougherty Ross, Joy McIntyre 
and John Fisher. 
Professor at the Weill Music In-

stitute, Claudia Friedlander said, 
“You have a beautiful, flexible so-
prano voice, and you demonstrate 
a terrific sense of style in Puccini 
as well as wonderful charisma.”. 
The Gerda Lisser Foundation com-
mented, “Great quality voice and 
dark, full sound.”. Tatev was rein-
vaded to Sarasota Opera as a So-
loist for the 2019 Winter Season to 
debut the role of Papagena in Mo-
zart’s Die Zauberflote and spent the 
2019 Summer Feastival with Teatro 
Nuovo where she covered the role 
of Alaide in Bellini’s La Straniera.
Currently, Tatev is in very close re-

lation, through 
her contribu-  page 13
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tion, with the Armenian Church of 
St. Hagob in St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida, where in addition to a substan-
tial solo concert in November 2017, 
she has repeatedly performed in the 
community where she is an awaited 
guest. Thanks to the support from 
these two communities, the Congre-
gation for Humanistic Judaism and 
St. Hagob, Tatev had the privilege 
of returning to Armenia once again 
to not only further her professional 
experience through an internship 

with Yerevan State Opera and Bal-
let Theater, but also debuting in her 
home land with a solo concert. This 
concert carried exceptional meaning 
not only as a major milestone in Tat-
ev’s career but also as it took place in 
the historical House-Mu-
seum of the world famous 
Armenian composer Aram 
Khachaturian on his 115th 
birthday. 
Presently Tatev’s reper-

toire includes the works 
of Mozart, Verdi, Puc-
cini, Dvorak, Donizetti, 
Tchaikovsky, Rachmani-
noff as well as the works 
of famous Armenian 
composers such as Komi-
tas, Babajanyan, and Ha-
rutyunyan. She has also 
taken part in the produc-
tion of Puccini’s  Manon 
Lescaut,  Bizet’s  Carmen, Belli-
ni’s  Norma, D’Albert’s  Tiefland 
(The Lowlands),  Puccini’s  Ma-
dame Butterfly, Verdi’s  Nab-
ucco, and Puccini’s Turandot.
Through her training and dedica-

tion, Tatev reached new heights and 
recognition in competition. She was 
a one of the finalists and the recipi-
ent of a very prestigious Erin Mor-
ley encouragement awarded at the 
2019 Premiere Opera Foundation + 

NYIOP International Vocal Compe-
tition in New York. “The rejoicing, 
warm quality of her voice worked 
well with the venue as her series 
of calls reverberated with a lovely 
ease. Her brisk, excited phrases 
lifted her from the tumult of the mid-
dle section as she worked up to a 
soaring conclusion.” (OperaWire)
Tatev was also the 2019 Florida 

district Winner of The Metropoli-
tan National Council Competitions 
which took place in Winter Park, 
FL.
Tatev strives to continue gaining 

the experience she needs to unleash 
her full potential in the classical 
world.
In The Highlights next issue es-

sential extracts of a Tatev Baroy-
an’s interview with Sputnik 
Armenia will be published.

page 12 
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CSTO Secretary General Stanislav Zas has 
expressed concern over the ceasefire vio-
lation that took place on March 30th at the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan border which resulted in 
two Armenian soldiers and one civilian – a 
14-year-old child – being wounded.

Zas told ARMENPRESS the fact that this 
incident is taking place when the international 
community is unitedly combating the corona-
virus pandemic is perplexing.

ARMENPRESS: Days ago, as a result of 
the Azerbaijani ceasefire violation at the bor-
der with Armenia two Armenian servicemen 
and one 14-year-old resident of the Voskevan 
village were wounded. As CSTO Secretary 
General, how would you comment on this 
type of a provocation against a CSTO mem-

ber country?
Zas: I’ve been informed by the Armenian 

side about the incident that took place at the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan border. The fact that 
this has resulted in two servicemen and the 
[14-year-old] resident of Voskevan being 
wounded is very concerning. At the same 
time, I would like to express concern regard-
ing this kind of an incident in the CSTO zone 
of responsibility – at the border of a member 
country of the organization.

It is perplexing that the escalation is hap-
pening at a time when the international com-
munity is waging a united battle against the 
coronavirus pandemic. In this regard I am 
calling on the parties to the conflict to heed to 
the UN Secretary General’s calls on a global 

ceasefire. By the way, as far as I know Arme-
nia has officially endorsed this call. I would 
also like to underscore the importance of the 
implementation of the agreements reached 
by the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan in 
terms of ceasefire in the conflict zone, and I 
wish the victims of the incident speedy recov-
ery.

On March 30, the Azerbaijani military 
attempted a subversive incursion in the 
direction of Armenian positions in the 
Noyemberyan region of Tavush province. 
The adversary attack was thwarted, but the 
Azerbaijani troops also opened fire at civilian 
settlements, wounding a child.

The Armenian National Committee of 
America (ANCA) today called on Secretary 
of State Michael Pompeo to immediately 
reprogram $25 million from the Congres-
sional appropriated aid package for Arme-
nia as part of an expanded U.S. assistance 
program to help fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic with urgently needed medical equip-
ment and supplies, technical assistance, and 
support for at-risk families.

In a letter sent today to the State De-
partment making this $25 million request, 
ANCA Chairman Raffi Hamparian shared 
thanks for the Administration’s initial $1.1 
million emergency allocation and expressed 
the Armenian American community’s ap-
preciation for all those at the Department 
of State and partner agencies who are striv-
ing selflessly to represent the United States, 
protect American citizens, support our al-
lies, and help end this pandemic.

Hamparian noted that the European Union 
recently announced that it is reprogramming 
over 30 million Euros in existing funding to 
help Armenia bolster its COVID-19 efforts, 
and also making additional funds available 
for Armenia to acquire medical devices 
and equipment, support small and medi-
um-sized businesses, and help ensure that 
humanitarian assistance reaches low-in-
come families.

The full text of the ANCA letter is pro-
vided below and available here:

Dear Secretary Pompeo:
I am writing on behalf of the Armenian 

National Committee of America (ANCA) 
to request that you reprogram at least $25 
million in funds already appropriated by 
Congress to assist the Republic of Armenia 
effectively and efficiently respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The ANCA appreciates the initial tranche 
of funds ($1.1 million) made available by 
the U.S. Department of State to Armenia 
in response to the pandemic following 
President Trump’s signing of H.R. 748, 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act into law on March 27, 2020.

In this regard, we also appreciate the re-
marks you delivered on March 26, 2020, 
when you stated that “our leadership in 
the COVID-19 response is another exam-
ple of how America—our government, our 
businesses and organizations, and our peo-
ple—continues to be the world’s greatest 
humanitarians.

Between existing resources, supplemen-
tal funding, the private sector, and the gen-
erous spirit of the American people, the 
United States is leading – and will continue 
to lead – the effort to combat this dangerous 
pathogen and its threat to global health and 
security.”

Today, we urge the Department of State, 
in cooperation with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and 
other relevant agencies and departments– 
to immediately reprogram funding already 
appropriated for Armenia to assist the na-
tion’s Ministry of Health, which is charged 

with battling the pandemic. Specifically, we 
encourage USAID to reprogram existing 
foreign aid funds to make them available 
to: a) allow Armenian officials to procure 
necessary medical equipment and supplies; 
b) bolster tracking efforts to rapidly bend 
the curve to level off COVID-19 cases 
among the general population, and; c) pro-
vide financial assistance to well respected 
non-profit organizations serving families 
in need across the Republic of Armenia, 
with a focus on seniors, the disabled, and 
children.

As you may know, several days ago the 
European Union announced that it is both 
reprogramming 33 million Euros in ex-
isting funding to help Armenia bolster its 
COVID-19 efforts, and also making an 
additional 18 million Euros available for 
Armenia to acquire medical devices and 
equipment, support small and medium-size 
business, and help ensure that humanitarian 
assistance reaches low-income families.

During the Centennial of United States 
– Armenia relations, President Donald 
Trump celebrated this enduring friendship 
by expressing his hope that “our partner-
ship, that started 100 years ago, will further 
strengthen.”  In this spirit, we call on you 
to direct the immediate reprogramming of 
at least $25 million in funds already appro-
priated by Congress to assist the Republic 
of Armenia to respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

CSTO Secretary General expresses concern over Azerbaijani ceasefire 
violation at Armenia border

ANCA calls on Secretary Pompeo to reprogram $25 million 
in Armenia aid to fight COVID-19
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To -
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 

or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 

such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti -
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin -

again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard -
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead -
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.
“Our government is intent on 

having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”
“Our aim is to have a strong 

homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 

party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 

-

accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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