
Sargis Hatspanyan Passed Away

Sargis Hatspanyan, public and political figure, participant of the Artsakh War, died on January 20, 
in the age of 55, in one of medical clinics of the Lyon city, France, after a strong, heavy disease.
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Sargis Hatspanyan was born in the city of Alexandretta 
(Iskenderun), Turkey. In 1980-s, owing to the military coup 
d’etat in Turkey, he moved to Europe, became a citizen of 
France. He graduated from art producers’ department of Sor-
bonne. Since 1990, he have permanently lived in Armenia, 
actively taking part in social and political processes in Ar-
menia. 
Sargis Hatspanyan was a brilliant orator, with his principle 

positions, and his public appearances and press conferences 
were always topical and gathered a large audience.
Recently Sargis Hatspanyan was awarded with the Hrant 
Dink Order as Dink’s like-minded person and upholder of 
recognition of the Armenian Genocide, through his activities 
and appearances. 

continued on page 10
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POLITICS

On January 18, upon the initiative of the 
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, the meet-
ing of Foreign Ministers of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, Edward Nalbandian and Elmar 
Mammadyarov took place in Krakow.

The meeting of Foreign Ministers started in 
the presence of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs and Personal Representative of the 
OSCE Chairman-in-Office, then continued 
in a tête-à-tête format.

The sides continued the discussions from 
the last December on the ways of implemen-
tation of the agreements of the leaders of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, reached at the sum-
mits in Vienna, St. Petersburg and Geneva.

Minister Nalbandian called on Azerbaijani 
side to abide to the calls of the Co-Chairs to 
strictly respect the ceasefire, to implement 
previously reached agreements, to reiterate 
the adherence to the principles of the conflict 
settlement proposed by the Co-Chairs, that 
can pay the way for the advancement of the 
negotiation process.

In accordance with the agreement reached 
at the Geneva Summit the Foreign Minis-
ters of Armenia and Azerbaijan discussed 

together with the Co-Chairs the possibilities 
of implementation of additional steps for the 
reduction of tensions in the conflict zone and 
the intensification of the negotiation process.

The sides agreed in principle to implement 

the decision on the expansion of capabilities 
of the office of the Personal representative of 
the OSCE Chairman-in-Office.

It was decided that the Co-Chairs will visit 
the region in the first half of February.

The Armenian National Assembly 
unanimously adopted a statement rec-
ognizing and condemning the genocide 
against the Yezidi people in 2014 on ter-
rorist-controlled territories of Iraq.

Armenia thus strongly condemns all 
expressions of terrorism and radical ide-
ology, the targeted persecution and cruel 

attitude towards the Yezidi people on the 
above mentioned territories.

The statement emphasizes the respon-
sibility of states to respect the rights of 
ethnic and religious minorities stipulated 
by international law.

It reiterates the commitment of the 
Republic of Armenia and the Armenian 

people to fight to prevent genocides and 
other crimes against humanity.

The Armenian Parliament also calls to 
investigate those crimes through interna-
tional structures and hold the perpetra-
tors accountable.

It urges the international community to 
take measures to ensure the security of 
the Yezidi population and provide them 
with humanitarian assistance, to spare 
no efforts to prevent human rights vio-
lations.

“Had the international community or 
the superpowers recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide at the time, we would not 
witness genocides against Yezidis or oth-
er peoples,” MP Knyaz Hasanov said.

Lawmaker Shirak Torosyan considers 
Armenia should be among the authors 
of initiatives aimed at recognizing, con-
demning and preventing genocides.

According to MP Samvel Farmanyan, 
the statement is of historic importance. 
He said that “as a nation that has been 
subjected to genocide, we have to ex-
press our stance on the condemnation 
and prevention of that crime against hu-
manity.”

Armenia, Azerbaijan reach agreement
on expansion of Kasprzyk’s mission

Armenia condemns the 2014 Yezidi genocide
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President Serzh Sargsyan officially 
confirmed on January 19 that he wants 
a former Armenian prime minister cur-
rently serving as Armenia`s ambassador 
to Britain to succeed him as head of state 
in April.

Meeting with Ambassador Armen 
Sarkissian, he said the governing board 
of his ruling Republican Party of Arme-
nia (HHK) unanimously accepted late 
on Thursday his proposal to nominate 
the prominent diplomat for the post of 
president of republic.

 Armen Sarkissian, who has lived in 
London for nearly three decades, did not 
immediately accept the nomination. He 
said he needs to hold consultations with 
major political parties, civic groups, 
prominent intellectuals and “business 
circles” before making a “final deci-
sion.”

“And if I make a decision [to accept the 
nomination] after those meetings I will 
strive to perform the duties of Armenia`s 
president with honor and to live up to 
the confidence which I have heard from 
you and your party comrades and which 
I hope to also hear from other fellow 
citizens,” added the 64-year-old former 
scholar.

The end of Sargsyan`s decade-long 
presidency on April 9 will complete 
Armenia`s transition to a parliamenta-
ry system of government. It means that 
most of the presently sweeping presi-
dential powers will be transferred to the 
prime minister and his cabinet.

Also, the next president will be elected 
by the parliament, rather than popular 
vote, as has been the case until now. The 
ruling HHK controls the majority of seats 
in the National Assembly. It is therefore 

in a position to install Sargsyan`s pick 
for the next president.

The outgoing president, who could 
remain in power as prime minister, 
said earlier this week that his successor 
should be a renowned but politically 
inexperienced individual who speaks 
foreign languages and has “broad con-
nections” in Armenia and its worldwide 
Diaspora.

In remarks publicized by the presiden-
tial press office, he clarified on Friday 
that the next president must be “polit-
ically prepared and hardened but not 
politicized.” “He must be able to orga-
nize dialogue between various political 
forces and, if necessary, ease tensions 
between various strata of the society,” he 
said, adding that Armen Sarkissian fits 
the bill.

“You are an acclaimed scholar, you 
held the post of Armenia`s prime min-
ister, you have a great deal of diplomatic 
experience, and this is the reason why 
we have seriously considered your can-

didacy,” Serzh Sargsyan told the ambas-
sador.

The president also expressed hope that 
should he decide to accept the HHK offer 
Sarkissian would try to win the backing 
of the three other political groups repre-
sented in the National Assembly. Those 
are the HHK`s junior coalition partner, 
the Armenian Revolutionary Federation, 
Gagik Tsarukyan`s alliance and the op-
position Yelk bloc. Yelk fielded its own 
presidential candidate late last year.

A physicist and mathematician by edu-
cation, Armen Sarkissian worked at the 
Cambridge University when he was ap-
pointed as newly independent Armenia`s 
first ambassador to the United Kingdom 
in 1991. He served as prime minister for 
four months in 1996-1997 before being 
again named ambassador in London.

His second ambassadorial stint was cut 
short in 1999 by then President Robert 
Kocharyan. Sarkissian stayed in Lon-
don and went on to work as a senior 
advisor to major Western corporations 
such as BP, Alcatel and Bank of Amer-
ica. He also founded and ran the Eurasia 
Center of a Cambridge University busi-
ness school from 2001-2011. He was 
appointed as Armenian ambassador to 
Britain for a third time in 2013.

Armen Sarkissian, who is thought to 
have made a big fortune in the UK in the 
2000s, has rarely commented on polit-
ical developments in Armenia. He said 
on Friday that Armenia is now entering a 
“period of big changes” that should turn 
it into a “more democratic country.”

The Armenian National Assembly is 
set to elect Armenia’s 4th President on 
March 2.

POLITICS

Republican Party of Armenia nominates
Armen Sarkissian for President
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The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk 
Group (Igor Popov of the Russian Fed-
eration, Stephane Visconti of France, 
and Andrew Schofer of the Unit-
ed States of America), together with 
the Personal Representative of the 
OSCE Chairperson-in-Office Andrzej 
Kasprzyk, met with Foreign Minister 
of Armenia Edward Nalbandian on 17 
January and Foreign Minister of Azer-
baijan Elmar Mammadyarov on 18 
January. The Co- Chairs met jointly 
with the two Foreign Ministers on 18 
January.

The Ministers and the Co-Chairs 
discussed next steps for facilitating 
realization of the agreements reached 
at previous summits dedicated to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh settlement. The 
Foreign Ministers agreed in principle 
to the Co-Chairs’ revised concept paper 
for implementing the expansion of the 
Office of the Personal Representative 
of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office 
with a view toward finalizing it as soon 
as possible.

During the meetings, the parties and 

Co-Chairs exchanged views on core 
sensitive issues contained in the work-
ing proposals currently on the table. 
The Co-Chairs also called for pursuing 
trust-building measures as an important 
contribution to the negotiation process. 
The Ministers and the Co-Chairs ac-
knowledged the relative calm on the 
Line of Contact, and the Co-Chairs 

urged the parties to reinforce this pos-
itive trend.

The Co-Chairs indicated to the Min-
isters their interest in further discussing 
the possibility of conducting a follow 
up to the 2010 assessment mission to 
the territories affected by the conflict.

The Co-Chairs plan to travel to the re-
gion in early February.

Minsk Grouop Co-Chairs to travel to the region
in early February

POLICE

The Minsk Group has been engaged in managing the Kara-
bakh conflict rather than settling over the past years, says po-
litical scientist Alexander Iskandaryan.

According to him, the Co-Chairs are doing their best to pre-
vent escalation at the line of contact, and have recently man-
aged to prevent large-scale military actions like the ones in 
April 2016.

“It would be unwise to expect breakthrough in the Karabachos 

conflict settlement process, any serious changes, and big steps. 
The positions of Armenia and Azerbaijan are far apart, and 
there is no field to negotiate,” Iskandaryan told a press confer-
ence on January 19.

The political scientist expects no progress in the coming 
years, but also excludes full-scale war.

Asked about the probability of escalation ahead of the pres-
idential elections expected in Azerbaijan, Iskandaryan joked: 
“It’s a procedure that needs to be carried out rather than elec-
tion, and no has any doubts on who is going to be Azerbaijan’s 
President.”

The Foreign Ministers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, Edward 
Nalbandian and Elmar Mammadyarov held a meeting in Kra-
kow on January 18 upon the imitative of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs.

The sides continued the discussions from the last December 
on the ways of implementation of the agreements of the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, reached at the summits in Vi-
enna, St. Petersburg and Geneva.

The Minsk Group Ci-Chairs said in a statement issued after 
the discussions that “the sides agreed in principle to implement 
the decision on the expansion of capabilities of the office of 
the Personal representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office.”

Co-Chairs engaged in managing rather than settling 
the Karabakh conflict, political scientist says
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POLICE

The opposition Yelk alliance rallied hun-
dreds of supporters in Yerevan on January 
19 to protest against recent increases in the 
prices of fuel and some foodstuffs which it 
blames on government policies.

The price rises were caused, in part, by 
new tax legislation mandating higher excise 
duties on fuel, tobacco and alcohol. The cost 
of gasoline, diesel fuel and liquefied natural 
gas used by most vehicles in Armenia rose 
by over 10 percent immediately after it went 
into force on January 1.

Yelk leaders demanded that the authorities 
reverse the higher taxes when they addressed 
the crowd before it marched through down-

town Yerevan, chanting “Reduction! “. They 
said that the price hikes are increasing pover-
ty in the country.

“We are saying no to price hikes and de-
mand a reduction of the tax rates that led to 
the higher prices of basic products,” said one 
of them, Nikol Pashinyan. “We are demand-
ing price and tax cuts.”

Pashinyan repeatedly urged Armenians 
to take to the streets in larger numbers and 
heighten the pressure on the authorities. But 
speaking to reporters, he downplayed the 
relatively poor attendance at the protest and 
said the Yelk campaign will gradually gain 
momentum. The outspoken oppositionist 

claimed that Yelk will soon hold “the biggest 
and most decisive rally in Armenia`s histo-
ry.”

Another Yelk leader, Aram Sargsyan, in-
sisted in a speech that the opposition bloc 
will pull larger crowds in March and April 
after many Armenians feel the impact of the 
higher prices more acutely. The next Yelk 
rally is scheduled for February 5.

Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan down-
played that impact when he answered ques-
tions from Yelk leaders on the parliament 
floor on Wednesday. He insisted that con-
sumer price inflation in Armenia remains 
low. Karapetyan also defended the increased 
tax rates, saying that the government needs 
more revenue to boost its expenditures and 
repay foreign loans.

For his part, President Serzh Sargsyan held 
on January 10 an emergency meeting with 
senior state officials to discuss ways of mit-
igating socioeconomic consequences of the 
price hikes. Sargsyan also initiated parlia-
mentary hearings on the issue which will be 
held on Tuesday.

Other, more radical opposition groups re-
fused to join Friday`s protest, saying that 
Yelk is not campaigning for regime change. 
Pashinyan rejected that criticism. He said 
that the opposition cannot seriously threaten 
the authorities’ hold on power without forc-
ing them to scrap the rate hikes first.

Armenian Opposition Supporters Rally
against Price Hikes

On January 18, in the presence of the Deputy Secretary General 
of the Council of Europe, Ms Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Ambas-
sador Paruyr Hovhannisyan, Permanent Representative of Armenia 
to the Council of Europe, signed the Council of Europe Convention 
on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic 

violence (the Istanbul Convention).
Armenia becomes the 45th Member State of the Council of Europe 

to have signed the Convention. Out of the 47 member States of the 
Council of Europe, only Azerbaijan and the Russian Federation have 
not signed the Convention.

This Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combat-
ing violence against women and domestic violence protects women 
against all forms of violence against them.

It obliges states to prevent, prosecute and eliminate violence against 
women and domestic violence.

The Convention also establishes a specific monitoring mechanism 
(“GREVIO”) in order to ensure effective implementation of its pro-
visions by the states parties.

To assist legal professionals in Armenia in applying the national leg-
islation in the area in line with the European standards, the Council 
of Europe has launched in the end of December 2017 in Armenia 
the first training course for legal professionals on violence against 
women. The course was launched one day  after the Armenian Na-
tional Assembly adopted the first law aimed at combating domestic 
violence.

Armenia signs CoE Convention on preventing and 
combating violence against women
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ECONOMY

The Armenian government approved on January 18 more 
than 1.3 billion drams ($2.8 million) in funding for a range of 
anti-corruption measures which it said will be taken this year.

The government said it will concentrate on “neutralizing and/
or reducing corruption risks” in law enforcement, tax collec-
tion, healthcare and education. At a weekly meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan, it made corresponding 
changes in a three-year plan of actions against various corrupt 
practices which was adopted in 2015.

Speaking at the cabinet meeting, a senior official said the 
planned measures will target 84 types of “corruption risks” 
but gave no details. The government also did not immediately 
specify the sources of funding for those measures.

It is understood to be planning to spend a large part of that 
money on training courses for law-enforcement and tax offi-
cers and employees of state medical and educational institu-
tions.

Karapetyan has repeatedly pledged to combat corruption 
since taking office in September 2016. A new anti-graft state 
body is due to start functioning this spring.

The Commission on Preventing Corruption is tasked with 
scrutinizing income and asset declarations to be submitted by 
over 2,000 senior state officials and investigating possible con-
flicts of interest among them. Under a government bill passed 
by the Armenian parliament in June 2017, the commission will 
be empowered to ask law-enforcement bodies to prosecute of-
ficials suspected of graft.

Armenian civic organizations remain very skeptical about 
these efforts. They say that the authorities still lack the politi-
cal will to tackle the problem in earnest.

Armenia ranked, together with Bolivia and Vietnam, 113th 
out of 176 countries evaluated in Transparency International’s 
most recent Corruption Perceptions Index released in January 
2016.

Government Plans Anti-Graft Measures In 2018

The Iranian Ariana Tunnel Dam Co. 
will construct a new bridge on the Arme-
nian-Georgian border under a loan agree-
ment signed between the Republic of 
Armenia and the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development (EBTD).

The agreement on the designing and con-
struction of the Bagratashen Bridge was to 
be carried out within the framework of the 
“Armenia Northern Corridor Modernization 
Project” was signed at the Armenian Minis-
try of Transport, Communication and Infor-
mation Technologies today.

Minister Vahan Martirosyan said voiced 
hope that the victory in the tender would 
be the first step and the Iranian company 
would continue to participate in projects 
implemented in Armenia, particularly the 
construction of a tunnel in the north of the 
country expected under the same modern-
ization project.

Ariana Tunnel Dam Co. was chosen to 
implement the project from among seven 
bidders.

Iranian company to 
build new bridge on 
Armenia-Georgia 

border
A World Bank Group advisory project has 

helped save businesses in Armenia up to $20 
million in terms of time and money spent on 
inspections, boosting improvements in the 
country’s business environment.

The Armenia Investment Climate Reform 
Project has provided advisory support to the 
government on strengthening its risk-based 
inspections system, which has reduced in-
spections of businesses whose risk levels are 
low, while retaining the protections the pro-
cess provides. The project has also helped 
streamline inspection bodies by removing 
overlaps and ensuring better governance.

The improvements were confirmed by a 
survey of 600 businesses conducted by the 
project between July and September 2017. 
Sixty-four percent of those surveyed said 
the inspections system had improved over 
the last three years, while a clear majority – 
76 percent – believed inspectors were fair. 
Sixty percent said the burden of inspections 
had decreased and 65 percent felt it was now 
easier to check inspection rules. More than 
half said the length of inspections had been 
reduced.

“A favorable investment climate is key for 
private sector growth, the main driver of job 
creation and economic growth,” said Jan van 
Bilsen, IFC Regional Manager for the South 
Caucasus. “Confidence and trust in the in-

spections system is one of the prerequisites 
of an improved investment climate, so we’re 
delighted to see progress in Armenia in that 
direction.” The project has implemented 
training programs to help improve profes-
sionalism and enable inspectors to guide 
businesses on how to comply with rules, 
rather than punishing for non-compliance. It 
has also conducted a public awareness cam-
paign to allow entrepreneurs to provide feed-
back about the inspection process.

The three-year Armenia Investment Cli-
mate Reform Project, which is due to fin-
ish in March 2018, has been implemented 
by IFC—a sister organization of the World 
Bank and member of the World Bank 
Group—in partnership with Austria’s Feder-
al Ministry of Finance and Hungarian Part-
nership Funding/Hungary EXIM Bank.

Armenia became an IFC member in 1995. 
Since then, IFC has provided over $480 
million, including nearly $118 million mo-
bilized from other lenders, to finance 49 
projects across a range of sectors, including 
financial markets, manufacturing, agribusi-
ness, services, and mining. In addition, IFC 
has also supported trade transactions worth 
more than $130 million through its trade fi-
nance program, and implemented advisory 
projects focused on private sector develop-
ment.

World Bank Group helps improve inspections 
system in Armenia, reduce costs
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SOCIETY

The European Union finances five 
new civil society projects in Armenia 
to promote democratic governance and 
human rights which will become con-
crete examples of civil society taking 
initiative to information gathering and 
promoting public discussions. The lat-
ter will identify common views of citi-
zens and passing key recommendations 
and concerns to politicians and govern-
ment institutions and acting as a watch-
dog of their governments.  The projects 
reflect the common values identified 
and confirmed by the Republic of Ar-
menia and the European Union in the 
Comprehensive & Enhanced Partner-
ship Agreement between the European 
Union & Armenia (CEPA) signed on 
25th November 2017.

The EU Ambassador Piotr Świtalski 
stated: “The EU delegation is launching 
five new important civil society proj-
ects that will be engaging Armenian 
citizens in different governance and hu-
man rights activities. I very much hope 
that these new projects will encourage 
more young people and ordinary citi-
zens to engage in public discussions on 
important issues in Armenia.

The five new projects spans from 
youth issues over human rights in 
closed institutions, women’s organisa-
tions, national policy and budget imple-
mentation and to reducing energy costs 
so regardless of your interest these 
projects have something for everyone”.    

The new projects will engage Arme-
nian citizens, including women and 
youth, in work on human rights, bud-
get transparency,  capacity-building of 
women’s organisations, assessments 
and discussions of the situation in 
closed institutions, and enhancing the 
knowledge of citizens in rural commu-
nities and civil society organisations 
on steps to reducing their energy costs 
through new technology. Many proj-
ect activities will involve and benefit 
Armenians in the regions during their 
2-year implementation period.

Two of the five projects will be ad-
vancing human rights issues – one by 

working with youth journalists and 
youth organisations to enhance knowl-
edge on human rights monitoring, re-
porting and promotion of human rights 
through policy dialogue and the second 
by updating and expanding existing as-
sessments of the human rights situation 
in closed institutions such as prisons, 
institutions for mentally ill persons and 
pre-trial detention centres.

The third and fourth projects will cre-
ate better information flows to Arme-
nian citizens on the important issues 
of budget implementation and how to 
reduce energy bills through small-scale 
investments in new technology. The 
fifth project will ensure more predict-
able support to more than 600 vulnera-
ble women by improving the social en-
terprises run by women’s organisations 
in the marzes of Armenia.

The Project “A Public Glimpse into 
a Closed World: Increasing Aware-
ness on the Human Rights Situation in 
Closed Institutions” is a two-year proj-
ect implemented by Public Journalism 
Club (PJC) NGO and For Equal Rights 
(FER) NGO.

The Project “Access to Information 
and Investigative Journalism for Bet-
ter Informed Citizens” implemented by 
Freedom of Information Center of Ar-
menia (FOICA) and Maastricht-based 

European Journalism Center is intend-
ed to help Armenian population, espe-
cially in the regions, to get more access 
to information about the national bud-
get, public expenditures and their rights 
to hold the government accountable for 
inefficient budget spending.

The Project “EU4Civil Society: Ener-
gy Efficiency in Armenian Communi-
ties” is a two-year project aimed at as-
sisting wider democratic participation 
to overhaul civil understanding of en-
ergy efficiency as a way to reduce and 
eradicate poverty in Armenia.

The Project “EU4HumanRights: Pur-
suing Positive Change through Em-
powering Civil Society” is a two-year 
project implemented by Open Society 
Institute Assistance Foundation – Ar-
menia (OSIAFA) and two CSOs – the 
Institute of Public Policy and the Union 
of Informed Citizens.

The Project “EU4Women: Economic 
Empowerment through Social Enter-
prise” is a two-year project implement-
ed by the Near East Foundation UK 
(NEF UK) and the Women’s Devel-
opment Resource Center Foundation 
(WDRC) will provide support to 12 
civil society organisations in Aragat-
sotn, Gegharkunik, Lori and Syunik 
Marzes advocating for women’s rights 
or helping women and children at risk.

EU provides €1.74 million 
for five new civil society projects in Armenia
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SOCIETY

On 17 January President Serzh 
Sargsyan met with the organizers of the 
RA President’s Award for Global Contri-
bution to Humanity through Information 

Technology (Global IT Award) 
which was established in accor-
dance with RA President’s De-
cree in 2009.

First of all, the President 
thanked the organizers for the 
work done over the past eight 
years, and all those interested in 
the development of the IT sphere. 
Then, he wanted to know to what 
extent the Award had served its 
purpose, whether it needed wider 
media coverage, what could be 
done to make it more effective 

and useful in the future as well as to raise 
global awareness of our country, increase 
youth’s interest in and step up the devel-
opment of the IT sector, considering that 
the latter is one of the key driving forces 
behind the economy.

The meeting participants agreed that 
they had achieved the proposed goals: 
over the past eight years, eight outstand-
ing prize-winners from all over the world, 
who had been selected by the Selection 
Panel, visited Armenia. Their meetings 

with local IT specialists and youth have 
aroused great enthusiasm. According 
to the organizers, one of the goals was 
to increase the recognition of Armenia 
through the award as a center for high 
technologies. They pointed out that ef-
forts are underway to make the award 
more effective.

The organizers were pleased that all the 
laureates had left Armenia with great im-
pressions; some of them wanted to return; 
three of them continued to cooperate in 

a bid to strengthen ties with Ar-
menia through practical steps. In 
particular, Cisco Company De-
velopment President Mario Maz-
zola has donated a large amount 
of money to the American Uni-
versity of Armenia, Director 
General of Kaspersky Lab Evge-
ny Kaspersky has signed a mem-
orandum of cooperation with the 
Armenian-Russian University to 
launch a new master’s program, 
ex-Executive Director of Hitachi 
Tsugio Makimoto has published 

President Serzh Sargsyan Meets
with the Organizers of the Global IT Award
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SOCIETY

Hovik Musayelyan, GIT Award Commit-
tee’s Executive Board Chairman, Synopsys 
Armenia Director

“Dear Mr President, first of all, I would 
like to thank you on behalf of all of us for 
such a meeting. It is very important for us.

To be honest, when nine years ago we of-
fered you to set up this award, few people 
believed that it would succeed. Both you 
and we ourselves were not completely sure 
that it would become reality. But you trusted 
us and created appropriate organizational 

structures /Committee, Executive Board, 
Selection Panel/. Today I am proud to say 
that it has not only been realized, but also 
became one of the main impetus for rais-
ing Armenia’s recognotion in the world. 
In this Award we have pursued two goals. 
First, to create opportunity for our teenag-
ers and young people to communicate with 
the world legends, which could be of excep-
tional significance to their future activities. 
Second, to raise the recognition of Armenia 
around the world to a new benchmark. I can 
say that we have reached the first goal fully, 
and the second one - with some reservations, 
in particular, it is not properly advertised in 

other countries”.
Tony Moroyan, a member of the GIT 

Award Selection Panel, Silicon Valley entre-
preneur and the Founder of Viasphere Tech-
nopark, the first commercial Business Park 
and Incubator in Armenia: 

“The past GIT Award Laureates we have 
been to attract and to agree to come to Ar-
menia and accept the presidential gold med-
al are indeed very exceptional. It is easy to 
bring literally thousands of CEO’s or Pres-
idents of corporations, but this is not what 

GIT Award is all about. It is not about titles, it 
is very clear and very difficult to qualify to be 
a GIT Award Laureates. The Laureate has to 
be globally recognized and must have done 
invention or inventions that have fundamen-
tally and positively impacted the Humanity 
and changed our lives. Our past Laureates 
are such titans of the IT industry. They can 
qualify to other Global recognitions includ-
ing the Nobel Prize if it had IT prize in their 
portfolio. One comment I would like to make 
is that we have not done justice to this Event 
in terms of public relations even in Armenia. 
Last year we took a major step towards cor-
recting this, e.g. with street billboards and 

large conference at Matenadaran. Although 
internationally we done a great job to impact 
the international media and raise Armenia’s 
stature, we can do more. In USA we contin-
ually doing select PR activities towards this 
goal. These will all help Armenia’s recog-
nition and ratings. Experience shows that 
these Laureates attract international press 
and recognition. We intent to do more rigor-
ous efforts to take advantage of this.”. 

Ralph Yirikian, a member of the GIT 
Award Selection Panel, Founding General 

Manager of Armenia’s leading telecom op-
erator VivaCell-MTS, General Partner of the 
Award since its very inception:

“Really, we’ve fulfilled our task: Armenia’s 
recognition at the world ICT map as an im-
portant location has been increased. And so 
we’ll continue to support this Award to make 
it more attractive”.

Armen Baldryan, a member of the Award 
Selection, Founding CEO of Unicomp 
CJSC

“I attach great importance to this Award 
especially for young people ’cause they un-
derstand that due to diligence and education 
they can achieve the great success”.
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Sargis Hatspanyan, participant of the 
Artsakh War, warrior-militiaman, ex-
pert for the regional issues, publicist, 
who has won great recognition both in 
Motherland and in the Diaspora, got 
this year the order named in honour of 
Hrant Dink.

Doct. Mark Kosker, Secretary of the 
Organization of Istanbul Armenians, 
based in the city of Los Angeles, per-
formed the conferment, and he special-
ly arrived from the United States to the 
French city of Lyon, in one of medical 
clinics of which Sargis Hatspanyan is 
now being treated.

The LA Organization of Istanbul 
Armenians already three years run-
ning has conducted events in January 
concerning Hrant Dink Order, named 
in honour of Hrant Dink, journalist, 
“Akos” newspaper’s chief editor, killed 
in Turkey. This award is given to per-

sons who share the ideas of Hrant Dink 
and fight for recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide through their activities 
and appearances. 

Numerous guests took part in this 

event held on January 11 in Lyon, such 
as Rev. Hakob Ekmekdji from Istanbul, 
Mr. Jirayr Karakoz from Paris, Mr. Ha-
kob Artych from Germany, and other 
sympathizers. Those present noted Sar-
gis Hatspanyan’s activities in favor of 
the Armenian people, it was pointed out 
that he not only has been faithful to the 
Armenian nation and Armenia, but also 
has sacrificed his living conditions in 
the name of the Motherland. 

Khachik Muratian, Taner Akçam and 
Aris Nalci who are publicists, journal-
ists or historians like Sargis Hatspanyan, 
were awarded with the Hrant Dink Or-
der in previous two years. 

Sargis Hatspanyan’s health condi-
tion did not allow holding the award 
ceremony in Los Angeles. However, 
on January 20, at the event in memo-
ry of Hrant Dink, a video about Sarkis 
Hatspanyan and about the ceremony of 
his awarding will also be shown. His-
torians and media representatives will 
have speeches, as well.

Sargis Hatspanyan Is Awarded
With the Hrant Dink Order

from page 1
In this connection, his friends designed a press conference 

on January 23, in order to express their respect to Sargis 
Hatspanyan who was being treated in France. Hovewer, we 
are forced to note with regret that this briefing will take place 
after his death.

“Noyyan Tapan” expresses deep condolences to Sargis 
Hatspanyan’s family members, relatives and friends. 

Here are press conferences and appearances that Sargis 
Hatspanyan has had last period in “Noyyan Tapan”: 

https://youtu.be/_SF0XB_QwSg?list=PLqv-K4yXsX-
gh9aUWlfrBY4AE6qZipg_q- 

Sargis Hatspanyan Passed Away 
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Ben Rhodes and Samantha Power, key foreign policy ad-
visers to Obama, say his administration was too worried 
about offending Turkey, POLITICO reports. 

Two top aides to former President Barack Obama say his 
administration failed by not officially declaring that the mass 
slaughter of Armenians roughly 100 years ago constituted 
genocide — a topic that threatens America’s fragile relation-
ship with Turkey, author of the article Nahal Toosi writes.

“It was a mistake,” said Ben Rhodes, who served as a dep-
uty national security adviser in the Obama administration. 
“We should have recognized the Armenian genocide.”

“I’m sorry,” added Samantha Power, Obama’s ambassador 
to the United Nations. “I’m sorry that we disappointed so 
many Armenian Americans.”

The two shared their regrets earlier this week in response 
to an audience question during an episode of Pod Save the 
World, a podcast hosted by Tommy Vietor, another former 
Obama aide.

As a presidential candidate in 2008, Obama promised that 
he would formally recognize an Armenian genocide as his-
torical fact. But as president, he passed up multiple chanc-
es to do so, including in 2015, when Armenians marked the 
100th anniversary of the atrocities.

“Every year there was a reason not to,” Rhodes explained. 
“Turkey was vital to some issue that we were dealing with, or 
there was some dialogue between Turkey and the Armenian 
government about the past.”

“Frankly, here’s the lesson, I think, going forward: Get it 
done the first year, you know, because if you don’t it gets 
harder every year in a way,” Rhodes added.

Power, who won a Pulitzer Prize in 2003 for a book criticiz-

ing America’s historical inaction toward genocide and mass 
killing, suggested that the administration was “played a little 
bit” by Turkish leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan and others in-
vested in delaying a genocide declaration.

Obama is a “consequentialist,” Power said. “He always 
thought, ‘OK, I could feel good, I could meet a campaign 
promise and deliver for the Armenian Americans to whom 
I’ve made this promise. And then what? What if it sets back 
this thing [the diplomatic dialogue] that could be much more 
promising? I think he really believed that it could have that 
perverse effect, because he was told that by people who stud-
ied the region and knew the region.”

Ultimately, U.S. officials won’t be able to keep tip-toeing 
around the truth of what happened, Power added.

“Just tell the truth. It’s safer in the long run,” Power said.

Top Obama aides ‘sorry’ they did not 
recognize Armenian genocide

Yezidi (Yazidi) human rights activist and the Yazda Global 
Yazidi Organization have welcomed the recognition of the 
Yezidi Genocide by the Armenian parliament, describing it 
as “a historic fact.”

“Today is a historic moment for the entire Yezidi communi-
ty worldwide and for victims of this genocide. We welcome 
this important step especially as it comes from a country 
which, in recent history, has suffered greatly from genocide,” 
they said in a statement.

“I am touched by today’s decision and I would like to ex-
press my gratitude to the people of Armenia and their repre-
sentatives in Parliament. Acknowledgment of the Genocide 
means a lot to me and all the victims of genocide.” said Na-
dia Murad, UNODC Goodwill Ambassador for dignity of 
Survivors of Human Trafficking.

“The Yezidi genocide is the latest capital crime of our cen-
tury, the world should recognize this crime and accept the 
fact it happened, not only recognize it, but take the steps to 
stop it and adopt mechanisms to ensure it will not be repeated 
in the future” said Murad Ismael, Yazda Executive Director

Yazda and Nadia Murad expressed their gratitude to the 
Standing Committee on Foreign Relation, to  MP Rustam 
Makhmudyan (a Yezidi himself), leader of the RPA faction 
Vahram Baghdasaryan, leader of the ARF faction Armen 
Rustamyan and the Tsarukyan and Yelk factions. They also 
thanked all the members of the parliament who supported the 
initiative.

The Armenian Parliament on Tuesday unanimously ad-
opted a statement, recognizing and condemning the Yezidi 
Genocide on terrorist-controlled territories of Iraq.

Nadia Murad welcomes Yazidi Genocide recognition 
by Armenian parliament
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The Armenian government made important steps to improve access 
to palliative care for people with life-threatening illnesses in 2017 and 
parliament passed a law on violence in the family, but serious gaps in 
human rights protection persist, Human Rights Watch said on Janu-
ary 18 in its World Report 2018.

The authorities failed to bring to justice officials responsible for 
excessive use of force against protesters and journalists in Yerevan 
during July 2016 protests. Domestic violence is a serious problem, 
with thousands of women reporting incidents annually. Local groups 
reported at least four women killed by their partners or family mem-
bers in 2017.

“Despite alarming statistics on domestic violence, the Armenian 
government hasn’t done enough to protect and support survivors,” 
said Giorgi Gogia, South Caucasus director at Human Rights Watch. 
“The recent law on family violence is a step forward, but the govern-
ment still has a long way to go to ensure that women and children 
aren’t trapped in abusive and often life-threatening situations.”

In the 643-page World Report, its 28th edition, Human Rights Watch 
reviews human rights practices in more than 90 countries. In his intro-
ductory essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth writes that political 
leaders willing to stand up for human rights principles showed that it 
is possible to limit authoritarian populist agendas. When combined 
with mobilized publics and effective multilateral actors, these leaders 
demonstrated that the rise of anti-rights governments is not inevitable.

Human Rights Watch identified other serious human rights con-
cerns in Armenia, including violence and discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. In a positive step, the govern-
ment overhauled the onerous system for prescribing and accessing 
opioid pain medications for patents with life-threatening illnesses.

Armenia’s ruling party dominated parliamentary and municipal 
elections in 2017. International observers concluded that the April 
parliamentary elections “were well administered,” but the polls were 
“tainted by credible information about vote-buying, and pressure on 
civil servants and employees of private companies,” and failed to im-
prove public confidence in the country’s electoral systems.

The government has failed to ensure full accountability for police 
violence against largely peaceful protesters and journalists during 

protests in Yerevan in July 2016. Some police officers faced disci-
plinary action, but no criminal charges were pursued against any offi-
cials, despite the gravity of some of the force used. At the same time, 
authorities prosecuted protest participants and leaders, convicting at 
least 22 people on charges of using violence during mass disorder and 
interfering with the work of a journalist.

The authorities also did not effectively investigate the alleged police 
beating of four men in the court building in Yerevan in June. They 
were among 32 men facing trial for alleged crimes committed during 
the July 2016 armed takeover of a Yerevan police station. The men 
said police beat them in basement holding cells. Some officers al-
leged to have participated in the beatings remained on duty in the 
courtroom during the trial.

Thousands of children placed in residential institutions due to 
disability or poverty faced neglect due to overcrowding. While the 
authorities have transformed some of the institutions into communi-
ty support centers, the process has not included all institutions with 
children with disabilities. Children with disabilities frequently remain 
in institutions as adults indefinitely, stripped of their legal capacity. 
Physical barriers and lack of reasonable accommodations at com-
munity schools often leave children with disabilities with little or no 
education.

HRW: Uneven record on human rights in Armenia

Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh have been rated as a “part-
ly free” in a new reports published by the Freedom House.

The reports titled “Freedom in the World 2018: Democra-

cy in Crisis” indicates that democracy faced its most seri-
ous crisis in decades in 2017 as its basic tenets—including 
guarantees of free and fair elections, the rights of minorities, 
freedom of the press, and the rule of law—came under attack 
around the world.

Armenia’s neighbor Georgia is also ranked as “partly free,” 
will Azerbaijan, Turkey and Iran are all labeled as “not free.”

European Economic Union members Russia, Kazakhstan 
and Belarus also have the “not free” status, while Kyrgyzstan 
is “partly free.”

Freedom in the World is an annual global report on politi-
cal rights and civil liberties, composed of numerical ratings 
and descriptive texts for each country and a select group of 
territories.

The 2018 edition covers developments in 195 countries and 
14 territories from January 1, 2017, through December 31, 
2017.

Freedom in the World 2018: 
Armenia & Artsakh ranked as ‘partly free’
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The village of Sarakap, former village 
of Poztogane or Bozdogan (Bozdugan), is 
located at an altitude of 1600 m above sea 
level at the Shirak Marz (province) of Arme-
nia. The ancestors of the Saracap inhabitants 
emigrated in the 1915-1920s from the towns 
of Alashkert and Basen in Western Armenia.

Gevond Alishan, a prominent Armenian 

historian and scholar, in his histor-
ical/geographical work “Shirak” 
noted the role and significance of 
the church of St. Astvatsatsin (St. 
Virgin) of the village of Sarakap, 
the uniqueness of its architectural 
solution. The layout of the Church 
reminds that it was built in the 
7th-10th centuries. From the old 
building of the church, the two 
lower rows of the masonry were 
preserved, composed of large 
pure hewn stones of tufa on a cal-
careous mortar. As to the history 
of the discovery of the church that 
was covered with a thick layer 
of earth for many years, it is said 
that a villager saw when sleeping 
that there was a sanctuary under 
the hill that should be cleared from the earth. 
And so the villagers opened 1.5 meter-high 
walls in the plan of the cross structure with 
the double wings of the cross.

 According to a legend, this unusual case 
was reported to the Russian Emperor Alex-
ander who exempted the villagers from tax-
es. The well-known Russian scientist Niko-
lay Marr duly appreciated the church of St. 
Astvatsatsin during the archaeological exca-
vations conducted in the nearby City of Ani, 
an ancient capital of the Armenian Kingdom. 

He noted that during the 10th expedition to 
study local monuments, together with the 
scientist Okunev he conducted a one-day 
study of the village of Bozdugan.

 After acquainting himself with the building 
characteristics of the church, professor Marr 
was inclined to assume that by its architec-
tural decision she was close to the unearthed 
church of the Kizil-kilis (Maiden Church) 
and celebrated her cross-shaped layout. In 
the years 1885-1887, after the restoration, the 
church became operational. In the masonry 
of the walls of the restored church fragments 
of khachkars as well as inscribed fragments 
of stones (XII-XIII centuries) of the old 

church were used. 
Hovsep Yeghiazaryan also described the 

church. He claimed that the church was 
planned as cross-shaped with the double 
wings of the cross. The main wings of the 
cross are rectangular outside, and were semi-
circular inside.  

On either side of the main, eastern apse 
there are the outward-facing sacristies. The 
western and southern entrances are decorat-
ed with a double arch.

There is a small rural cemetery (X-XVI 

centuries) in the vicinity of the church.
The village of Sarakap is rich in terms of 

historical monuments. 
The remains of fortress walls, built with 

basalt stones could be found 2,5 km to the 
north-east of the village, on one of the peaks 
of the mountain chain; the width of the 
walls reaches 3.5 m. The monument dates 
back to the 2nd millennium BC. And on the 
eastern mountain chain the lower rows of 
the masonry of another fortress wall were 
preserved, folded by untreated large basalt 
stones without mortar; the width of the walls 
is more than 1.5 m. The grave field of II-I 
millennium BC has been preserved around 

the fortress, and two more fortress-
es are located 5 km south-east of the 
village, to the north of which there 
is another grave field (II-I thousand 
BC.).

Several ancient settlements can 
be traced beyond the boundaries 
of the village of Sarakap. One of 
them, located 5-6 km southeast of 
the village of Sarakap is Krkhe’. 
Here there is a small, half-ruined 
church “Karmir Vank” (Red Mon-
astery) or “Krkh Kilise” (XI centu-
ry) built with sheep stones. There is 
a medieval cemetery in the vicinity 
of the church. N. Marr, referring to 
the church “Krh Kilise”, noted that 
during the excavation conducted 
in Ani (July 12, 1913), he was in-

formed that a statuette with the relevant in-
scription was found to the north-east of Ani, 
in the church “Krh Kilise”.

On the south-eastern outskirts of the village 
of Sarakap a memorial spring was found, 
dating from the 30s of the XIX century. And 
in the south side of the village, on the top of 
the hill a khachkar from the bluish basalt was 
found. There are chapels of Surb Karapet 
(XII-XIII centuries) and Surb Hovhannes 
on the south-eastern outskirts of the village. 
Both were reconstructed in the XX century. 

THE ARMENIAN TREASURES

By
Gourgen
Khazhakian

Chief
Correspondent

The Sarakap Village: Numerous Monuments
of the Pre-Christian Era…
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Zociac Weekly Forecast

Aries (March 20–April 19)
It is time to heal a rift that may have 

occurred long ago.  It may require 
some courage to allow yourself to be 
vulnerable, but heartfelt engagement 
is what will relieve some of that old 

stressor.  If you are unable to deal with it directly, perhaps it will help 
to talk with a good friend or a counselor.

Taurus (April 20 -- May 20)
For the next three weeks your ac-

tivities are on display.  Others are 
noticing your performance, so make 
it great.  You may be standing in the 
limelight.  You may be called upon 
to dust off your leadership gifts at 
this time.

Gemini (May 20–June 20)
The week begins with mild irri-

tation over matters financial.  You 
may be unhappy with yourself or 
your partner over an error that has 
occurred.  Within a couple of days 
this irritation yields to a solution that 

proves the problem was really nothing as big as you thought.  Give 
attention to odd symptoms or noises of your vehicle. 

Cancer (June 21–July 21)
This is a relatively quiet week for 

the Moon Children.  A new moon 
occurred in your partner’s territory 
on January 16, which suggests new 
activity for him (her).  You need 
some space between you and it is 

workable that you do your own thing for a time.

Leo (July 22–August 21)
For the next month much of your 

attention will be on "others" in your 
life.  Partnerships of any type are 
generally favored by this arrange-
ment, because you will be searching 
for the "fair" solution in any dilem-
ma.  It is a good time to seek consul-

tation from professionals if you need it.  You will attract the “right” 
advice.

Virgo 
(August 22–September 22)
You may be somewhat irritable as 

the week begins.  But this quickly re-
solves as you focus your attention on 
children, lover, and creative activi-
ties.  If the irritation of the early week 
causes you to be sharp with anyone, 

don’t hesitate to apologize so the transgression can be vaporized with 
minimum fuss.

Libra (Sep. 23–Oct. 22) 
Venus, your ruling planet, moves 

into the sector of life related to chil-
dren, recreation, and romance.  The 
goddess of love is happy in this ter-
ritory and often brings new energy 

and light wherever she goes.  Opportunities to share your love, per-
sonal or humanistic, will be rewarding.

Scorpio 
(October 23–November 21)
Mars, the original god of war, con-

tinues to travel through your sign.  
Sometimes it carries a two-edged 
sword.  One side is for helping those 
less fortunate.  The other side is for 

fighting and slashing one’s way through a forest.  You have more than 
one choice to make this week on how you use this Mars power.

Sagittarius 
(November 22–December 20)
This is absolutely not a time to take 

an offensive, attacking position.  If 
you feel angered by another, think 
the situation through from the very 

beginning.  Look for your contribution to the problem.  On the other 
hand, if someone else takes a swing at you, you may defend yourself 
as you need.

Capricorn 
(December 21–January 19)
The cluster of planets gathered in 

your sign suggests a bee’s nest.  Your 
mind is a sheer jumble of ideas and 
self-expectations.  The problem is 
that there seems to be a major chal-

lenge to put those ideas into forward motion.  The Critic must be 
working overtime inside of you.  Give yourself some R&R from the 
buzzing.  Things will settle down soon.

Aquarius 
(January 20–February 17) 
Venus enters your sign this week 

and will be traveling "with you" 
through February 9, 2018.  Her pres-
ence gives you an air of poise and 

people will simply like how you look.  Often when Venus is promi-
nent we become more interested in art forms and want to make things 
in the environment more attractive.  We are also more interested in 
beautifying ourselves.

Pisces 
(February 18–March 19)  
Early in the week you may feel 

fatigued, possibly by hurt feelings.  
After a couple of days, your attitude 
will improve and your self-talk will 
be more positive.  You probably 

know that the quality of your life flows up and down with the self-
talk.  It is important to give that factor daily attention.   You could 
make your life smoother with positive affirmations.
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A new Armenian-Italian, Italian-Armenian dictionary has been published In Italy. 
The authors of the dictionary, Roosanna Harutyunyan and Barbara Grassi, 
told Noyan Tapan that the official representative of the dictionary is the famous Italian 
HOEPLI Publishing House, which has been officially recognized by the Italian government.
For the first time, HOEPLI Publishing House printed a dictionary for eastern Armenian, 
while already there was  an Italian-western Armenian one.
This new dictionary contains 22.000 words with phonetic transcription and examples of 
simple sentences.
A lot of lemmas are divided in use areas including metaphorical meanings. 
The dictionary includes also an Armenian grammar in Italian and an Italian grammar 
in Armenian plus a lot of repertoires 
for geographical names, everyday use, proverbs and so on.

For purchase follow the link:
http://www.hoepli.it/libro/dizionario-armeno/9788820367381.html

A comfortable apartment in the center
of Yerevan on the second floor of the
house.  
The apartment (110 sq. m.) has a din-
ing room, two bedrooms, a kitchen, a
bathroom and two balconies. The
house has a central  heating system,
permanent cold and hot water, TV
satellite, air conditioners and all other
facilities.
There is a nice view to Mount Ararat.
The house has a nice garden and a
garage. The place is quiet and secure.
3 minutes by walk from Marshal
Baghramian ave. and Metro station.

The price is 1000 USD monthly,
for a long term,
40-50 USD daily for a short term.   

Address:
3 Aygedzor Str, Yerevan.

Tel:
095-27- 87-09 mob.,
093- 22-95-70 mob.,

27-87-09 home.

New Armenian-Italian/Italian-Armenian dictionary
released in Italy

Apartment For Rent


