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Armenian-Italian high-level negotiations take place in Rome
L]

Weekly Newspaper

NT OF ARMENIA

Italy -- Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte (L) and his Armenian counterpart Nikol Pashinyan inspect an Italian honor
guard before talks in Rome, November 22, 2019.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan hailed Armenia’s growing trade with Italy and called for greater Italian investments in his country
during an official visit to Italy that ended on November 22.

The Prime Ministers of Armenia and Italy held private talks, during which Nikol Pashinyan and Giuseppe Conte discussed the course
of the Armenian-Italian relations and the development prospects. During the extended-format meeting that followed their private talks,
the Armenian and Italian Prime Ministers referred to a wide range of issues of bilateral cooperation.

Giuseppe Conte expressed support for Armenia’s democratic agenda and went on to assure of Italy’s readiness to cooperate closely
with our country in promoting the rule of law, the judiciary reform and strengthening democratic institutions.

Thankful for the Italian side’s readiness and valuable contribution to the formation of an anticorruption commission, Nikol Pashinyan
highlighted Italian companies’ active participation in our country’s economic life. Confident that the aforementioned initiatives will be
continued, the Armenian Premier advised that his government intends to promote investments in every possible way. Pleased with Italy’s
initiative to launch negotiations on visa liberalization with the EU, he hailed the improved migration pattern in Armenia.

Nikol Pashinyan and Giuseppe Conte expressed satisfaction with the ongoing Armenian-Italian cultural and edu- & page3
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POLITICS

Armenian Prime Minister, Mayor of Milan discuss cooperation

Nikol Pashinyan and Mayor of Milan Gi-
useppe Sala held a meeting at the
Institute for International Political
Studies as part of the official visit
of the Armenian Prime Minister to
Italy.

Mayor Sala welcomed the Ar-
menian Premier’s visit to Italy,
namely to the city of Milan — find-
ing it to be a good opportunity
to discuss cooperation items, the
Prime Minister’s Office said in a
news release. The mayor said that
Milan is a dynamically progress-
ing, multinational city, and pre-
sented its development programs
as Italy’s major financial-economic and
industrial center. Giuseppe Sala namely
spoke about urban development, innova-
tions, transportation infrastructure and tour-
ism, and presented details from the ongoing
reforms in public transportation of Milan.

PM Pashinyan attached importance to his

visit to Milan- one of the significant finan-
cial, economic and cultural centers of Italy-
as part of the official trip to the country. He
commended the city’s development proj-
ects and noted that Armenia and its capital
city of Yerevan are interested in joint ini-
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tiatives of implementing reforms in various
sectors. In this context the Premier
highlighted exchange of experi-
ence and joint discussions in the
public transportation reforms. The
Armenian PM also addressed the
importance of the upcoming Yere-
van-Milan-Rome flights due to be
launched by RyanAir from January
2020. He noted that the flights will
boost economic, business, cultural,
tourism and interpersonal ties be-
tween Armenia and Italy and will
strengthen political relations.

The sides attached importance
to the role of Milan’s Armenian
community in the strengthening of Arme-
nia-Italy relations. They also exchanged
ideas over prospects of development of the
Armenian-Italian cultural ties.

F

Pashinyan visits flood-affected Mekhitarist Monastery
to express support during Italy trip

., 5 j / .
Nikol Pashinyan’s first stop during the
official visit to Italy was Saint Lazarus Is-
land in Venice, where the Mekhitarian Con-
gregation is located, a religious and cultural
organization with a history of about 3 cen-
turies.

The Head of Government toured the
site, where Pontifical Delegate of the
Mekhitarist Congregation, Prelate of the
Armenian Catholic Church in Turkey Arch-
bishop Levon Zekian briefed him on the
consequences of the latest flood in Venice.
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According to him, the ground floors were
filled with water, the south gate was ruined
and some manuscripts and ornaments were
damaged in the disaster.

A sailboat called Armenia collided with a
berth, but the Congregation did not suffer
serious cultural damage. The scale of the
damage is being estimated at this point of
time. Prime Minister Pashinyan expressed
solidarity with the members of the Con-
gregation, stating that he was glad that no
irreversible losses had been caused to the

Mekhitarists’ cultural assets.

Following the Lord’s Prayer, Nikol
Pashinyan lit a candle and later called at
the Congregation’s library to sign in the
Golden Book. “We have come to express
our support to the flood-hit Mekhitarist
Congregation, [ am happy that no irrevers-
ible damage has been inflicted. I would
also like to express the Armenian people’s
appreciation to the Mekhitarist Congrega-
tion considering that it is a source of our
modern education, science and arts. At
the times when the Armenian identity was
jeopardized in the Motherland, the Mekh-
itarist Congregation became a temple for
preservation of our language, history and
identity. I bow to all devotees of that sacred
mission,” the Premier wrote.

Later on, the Prime Minister met with
Pontifical Delegate of the Mekhitarist Con-
gregation, Prelate of the Armenian Catho-
lic Church in Turkey Archbishop Levon
Zekian.
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Parliament passes bill against
‘criminal subculture’

(RFE/RL — Yerevan)- The Armenian par-
liament has approved a government bill
aimed at tackling what officials describe
as a deeply-rooted “criminal subculture” in
the country.

The bill passed in the first reading late on
Tuesday involves relevant amendments to
Armenia’s Criminal Code and Code of Pro-
cedural Justice. It criminalizes the creation
of and membership in groups “carrying a
criminal subculture” and outlaws under-
world ranks granted to crime figures.

Holders of the highest of these ranks are
known as “thieves-in-law” in the former
Soviet Union. They name “overseers” of
criminal activity in prisons or various re-
gions.

Anyone receiving or granting such ranks
will now face between seven and ten years’
imprisonment. Having ties to such individ-
uals will also be deemed a criminal offense.

The bill was drafted by the Justice Min-
istry and approved by the Armenian gov-
ernment in late August. Some media outlets
linked its circulation with riots that broke
out in the country’s main prisons in early
September. Inmates reportedly resisted
government efforts to root out underworld

rules that have long regulated prison life
in Armenia, Russia and other ex-Soviet
states.

Justice Minister Rustam Badasyan in-
sisted on the need for such anti-criminal
legislation when he presented it during
a parliament debate this week. Deputies
from the ruling My Step alliance strongly
backed the bill.

But some opposition lawmakers voiced
objections, saying that the bill is not spe-
cific enough. “We have always said that
criminals must be punished, but they must
be punished for concrete deeds,” said
Gevorg Petrosyan of the Prosperous Arme-
nia Party (BHK).

Another BHK parliamentarian, Vartan
Ghukasyan, found himself in hot water last
week after declaring that he respects many
“thieves-in-law” because he believes “no-
body is smarter than them in the world.”

More importantly, he allegedly warned
and threatened the main parliamentary
co-sponsor of the legislation, My Step’s
Nazeli Baghdasaryan. Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan angrily warned Ghu-
kasyan against acting on the alleged threats.

Ghukasyan strongly denied pressuring
Baghdasaryan to stop backing the bill.
The pro-government lawmaker insisted
on Tuesday that she did receive implicit
threats and warnings from individuals fa-
miliar with Ghukasyan. She did not name
them.

Ghukasyan, 58, served as mayor of Ar-
menia’s second largest city of Gyumri from
1999-2012. He and his close relatives were
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cational cooperation, appreciating the ef-
fective exchange programs between the
universities of the two countries. Down to
cultural linkages, Prime Minister Pashin-
yan attached importance to the exchange
of experience with Italy in the field of ar-
cheology.

The two heads of government had sub-
stantive discussion on international secu-
rity issues and the situation in Syria. Prime
Minister Pashinyan introduced the human-
itarian mission carried out by Armenia.
The parties noted the compatibility of their
respective positions on ways of restoring
stability in Syria.

The Prime Ministers of Armenia and Italy
next referred to issues of regional security,
exchanged views on EU-Iran, Armenia-Iran
relations and the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict settlement process. The two prime
ministers stressed the importance of inter-
action within the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil.

In conclusion, Nikol Pashinyan invited
Giuseppe Conte to pay an official visit to
Armenia.

accused of violent conduct throughout his
tenure.

In April 2013, Ghukasyan, his notorious
son Spartak and two dozen other men were
rounded up by the Gyumri police follow-
ing the killing of a man connected to the
ex-mayor’s most bitter local rival. Ghu-
kasyan was set free after spending several
hours in police custody. One of his neph-
ews was arrested and charged with murder.

Journalists from Armenia and Artsakh
visited Azerbaijan — MFA spokesperson

From November 17 to 21 media representatives from Armenia

and Artsakh visited Azerbaijan, while media representatives from

Azerbaijan visited Armenia and Artsakh, Spokesperson of the For-

eign Ministry of Armenia Anna Naghdalyan said in response to

the question about the journalist exchange program, reports Ar-

menpress.

“From November 17 to 21, exchange of journalists took place:
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media representatives from Armenia and Artsakh visited Azerbai-

jan, while media representatives from Azerbaijan visited Armenia

and Artsakh.

The program was prepared and implemented under the coor-

dination of the Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairper-

son-in-Office and with the involvement of the relevant agencies of
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Armenia, Artsakh and Azerbaijan”, the MFA spokeswoman said.
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In recognition of Global Entrepreneurship Week, U.S. Ambas-
sador Lynne M. Tracy delivered closing remarks at the Embas-
sy-funded “Career Entrepreneurship Fair” at the Congress Hotel in
Yerevan on November 22. The fair was the culmination of a three-
day “Career Camp,” organized by Haykuhi Gevorgyan, a U.S. Em-
bassy exchange program alumna. The Camp featured workshops

and discussion panels on topics including “Future Skills and Future

Armenia is a place of opportunity, U.S. Ambassador says

Jobs,” CV writing, interview skills, and entreprencurship.

“What I have learned throughout my travels in Armenia over the
last nine months is that Armenia truly is a place of opportunity,”
Ambassador Tracy said. “From the artisans I met at the Berd
Honey and Berry Festival to the farmers in Syunik who are ex-
panding their market access and financial opportunity through the
Farm Service Center, the entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well in
Armenia.”

Around 45 companies that have current vacancies attended the
fair, hoping to recruit top Armenian talent for open jobs, intern-
ships, and volunteer positions.

The Career Camp is the flagship U.S. Embassy-supported event
in Armenia during the annual Global Entrepreneurship Week
(GEW), taking place November 18-24, 2019, in cities around the
world. GEW is designed to celebrate self-starting innovators and
connect entrepreneurs to potential collaborators, mentors, and in-
vestors. Since its inception in 2008, GEW has fostered the spirit
of entrepreneurship globally with millions of participants at thou-

sands of events in nearly 170 countries.

New members of anti-corruption body appointed

The National Assembly
voted on November 19 to
appoint the five members of
a newly overhauled anti-cor-
ruption body tasked with
scrutinizing income and asset
declarations submitted by Ar-
menia’s top state officials.

The Commission on Pre-
venting Corruption is a suc-
cessor to a largely ineffectual
body that had been set up by
the former Armenian author-

ities. It is empowered to not

tober. Justice Minister Rus-
tam Badasyan said Armenian
judges will be a key focus of
the commission’s activities. It
will be allowed to launch dis-
ciplinary proceedings against
judges suspected of having
dubiously acquired assets, he
said.

Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan confirmed, for his part,
that this “integrity verifica-
tion” will be a substitute for
a mandatory “vetting” of all

only process asset declara-
tions but also ask law-enforcement bodies
to prosecute officials suspected of engaging
in corrupt practices or making false disclo-
sures. The commission will also be able to
conduct its own inquiries into possible con-
flicts of interest among them.

Under a relevant Armenian law, the com-
mission will consist of five members. They

were nominated by the government, the

Supreme Judicial Council and the three po-

litical forces represented in the parliament.
The National Assembly appointed all five
nominees in secret ballot one day after they
addressed lawmakers and answered ques-
tions from them on the parliament floor.
The current Armenian government has
pledged to strengthen the commission as
part of an anti-corruption strategy and a

three-year action plan adopted by it in Oc-

judges which he demanded
in May.

The anti-graft strategy also calls for the
creation in 2021 of a special law-enforce-
ment agency that will prosecute officials
suspected of bribery, fraud and other
corrupt practices. The Anti-Corruption
Committee (ACC) will inherit most of its
powers from the existing Special Investi-

gative Service.
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Armenia bears special duty to promote prevention of genocide

Armenia bears special
duty to promote preven-
tion of the crime of geno-
cide, Armenia’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Mher Margaryan said at a
UN Security Council Open
Debate on “The role of rec-
onciliation in maintaining
international peace and se-
curity.”

“As a nation, which has

witnessed the horrors of M

genocide in its own his-

toric homeland and continues to face the
challenges of denial and justification of the
past crimes, Armenia bears special duty to
promote prevention of the crime of geno-
cide,” he stated.

“Derogatory statements, aimed at justify-
ing the genocide by means of denigrating
and insulting the dignity of the victims and
qualifying it as “the most reasonable act”,

deepen misunderstanding and distrust and
make the genuine reconciliation and dia-
logue even harder,” Margaryan said.

He attached importance to the recognition
and condemnation of the Armenian Geno-
cide for serving truth, historical justice and
reconciliation.

“It is essential for the entire interna-
tional community and particularly the

potential victims of the
identity-based crimes,
those people, who are vil-
ified simply because of
their ethnic and religious

origin,” the Ambassador

noted.
Mher Margaryan re-
iterated Armenia’s

commitment to advanc-
ing prevention agenda,
also through education and
awareness-raising of gross
violations of human rights
and identity-based discrimination against
all groups and peoples that if not addressed
can lead to mass atrocities and genocide.
“It is through acknowledging the truth,
commemoration and tribute to the dignity
of the victims of past crimes that we can
pave way for genuine reconciliation and
sustainable peace,” he concluded.

Azerbaijani blogger enters Armenian church in Milan,
addresses a question to PM Pashinyan

An Azerbaijani blogger got into
an Armenian Church in Milan as |
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
was holding a meeting with local
Armenians.

Addressing the Prime Minister,
the blogger said “the whole world
has recognized the genocide per-
petrated by Armenians against
Azerbaijanis.” He then asked Ar-
menia’s democratic Prime Minis-
ter to “free our lands so that I can
see my Shushi, my Khojalu.”

The blogger also asked whether he would
be allowed to leave the venue. “I guarantee
that,” PM Pashinyan said.

“The fact is that being an Azerbaijani,
you have entered an Armenian church
and asked a question to Armenia’s Prime
Minister. It is impossible to imagine any

situation, where an Armenian could enter

an event, where the Azerbaijani President
would be present.”

“Secondly, you said that the entire world
has recognized the genocide against Azer-
baijanis, but it’s an obvious lie, since
even former president of Azerbaijan Ayaz
Mutalibov once said in an interview that
the Khojalu incidents were organized by

the opposition of Azerbaijan to achieve

changes and revolution in Azer-
baijan,” Pashinyan continued.

The Prime Minister reiterated
his concept for peace. “I have told
ITham Aliyev that I am the 1st Ar-
menian leader to announce that
any solution to Nagorno Kara-
bakh conflict should be accept-
able for the peoples of Armenia,
Artsakh and Azerbaijan. I suggest
that Azerbaijani President should
also make a similar announce-
ment, since it’s the main concept
and platform for regional stability and
peace,” Pashinyans stated.

He reminded that the Supreme Council of
Nagorno Karabakh used its legal right to
self-determination, after which Azerbaijan
launched an aggression against the people
of Nagorno Karabakh.

The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Previous

www.nt.am

25 November #42(1263)+2019

Next



ECONOMY

Armenian parliament raises minimum wage

Armenia’s parliament backed on Novem-
ber 19 a government proposal to raise the
minimum wage in the country by more than
23 percent.

The government announced plans for such
an increase in June. A bill drafted by it at
the time would raise the minimum monthly
wage from 55,000 drams to 68,000 drams
($143).

The National Assembly passed the bill
unanimously.

Arkady Khachatryan, a parliament deputy
from the opposition Bright Armenia Party,
echoed government assurances that it will
somewhat reduce poverty. “A working per-
son must not live below the minimum con-
sumer basket level,” he said.

According to government officials, the
measure, effective from January 1, will
benefit at least 80,000 workers across the
country who earned 55,000 drams per

month as of this summer. Most of them
work for private firms.

The average monthly wage in Armenia
currently stands at 178,000 drams ($375),
according official statistics.

The bill approved by the parliament
marks the most drastic increase in the na-

tional minimum wage to date. It was set at

55,000 drams by the country’s former gov-
ernment in 2015.

The current government is also planning
a 10 percent rise in pensions which average
roughly 41,000 drams per month at present.

Water price in Armenia to remain unchanged

The price of drinking of water in Armenia
will not rise next year despite the govern-
ment’s decision to stop subsidizing it, pub-
lic utility regulators said on November 20

The price currently stands at 191 drams
(40 U.S. cents) per cubic meter. But house-
holds and other consumers pay only 180
drams per cubic meter thanks to the gov-
ernment subsidy provided to a French
company managing Armenia’s water dis-
tribution.

The Veolia Djur operator informed the
Public Services Regulatory Commission
(PSRC) in August that it can keep this tar-

VEOLIA
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iff unchanged in 2020 even without the
subsidy. The PSRC formally approved the
application after weighing up all factors
determining the cost of water supplies in
the country.

In August 2018, Veolia Djur asked the
commission to raise the price to 205 drams
per cubic meter, saying it needs additional
revenue to upgrade the aging network. It
also argued that annual price hikes are en-
visaged by its 15-year management con-
tract with the former Armenian government
signed in November 2016.

The government’s State Committee on

Water Resources strongly objected to Ve-
olia Djur’s plans. Shortly afterwards, the
Armenian police launched a criminal in-
vestigation into what they called corrupt
practices by state utility regulators and the
water operator. The police also claimed to
have found financial irregularities in Veo-
lia’s contracts with Armenian suppliers.

The company, which is part of France’s
Veolia utility giant, angrily denied the ac-
cusations. None of its employees in Arme-
nia has been prosecuted since then.

Later in 2018, Veolia agreed withdrew
its demand for the price rise in return for
financial concessions made by the current
government. The latter allowed the com-
pany to make less capital investments in
the water network than were envisaged by
the 2016 management contract.

Veolia managed the water and sewerage
network of Yerevan from 2007-2016, phas-
ing out Soviet-era water rationing in the
vast majority of city neighborhoods. “By
2030 the entire population of Armenia will
be supplied with drinking water [around
the clock] thanks to Veolia,” the company
pledged in November 2016.
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The 2019 Laureate of the Global
IT Award is the Founder of
“Origami World” Theory, Author
of the ‘Virtual Reality’ Concept
Prof. Takeo Kanade of Japan

For the second time a Japanese
scientist becomes the Laureate...

By Gourgen James Khazhakian

Chief Correspondent
LUurUrNu@snic
MINISTRY OF

-TECH INDUSTRY
'F-"I'GH ~REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
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On 20 November at the Ministry of High-Tech Industry of Arme-
nia a traditional news conference to announce the year Laureate of
the Global IT Award (State Award of the Republic of Armenia for
Outstanding Contribution to Humanity through IT) was held. And,
as usual, the speakers at the conference were Minister of High
Tech Industry of Armenia, Chairman of the Award Organizational
Committee Hakob Arshakyan, General Partner VivaCell-MTS’
Founding General Manager Ralph C. Yirikian and Award Organi-
zational Committee Coordinator Dr Hovik Musayelyan.

At the press conference the founder of “Origami World” theory,
author of the concept ‘virtual reality’, Professor of the Carnegic
Mellon University Takeo Kanade was announced the Laureate of
the Global IT Award for 2019. (Wikipedia says: Takeo Kanade
is a Japanese computer scientist and one of the world’s foremost
researchers in computer vision. He is U.A. and Helen Whitaker
Professor at Carnegie Mellon University. He has approximately
300 peer-reviewed academic publications and holds around 20
patents. Awards: Kyoto Prize (2016), Bowers Award (2008), NAE
Member (1997).

“This year marks the 10th anniversary of the GIT Award. This is
a unique leadership in this field - to have the GIT Award and hand
it over to the tech giants of the world who have changed the world
with their creativity, who, we can say, started from scratch, had an
idea, developed it and made it possible for mankind to benefit from
technologies that make our lives much easier,” - said the Minister

of High-Tech Industry Hakob Arshakyan.
& DPage 12

Armenia’s Leading Telecom Operator
Founding GM Ralph C. Yirikian:
How to Dream and Achieve Your

Dreams in a Digital Era?

Upon yet another invi-
tation from “Leadership
School” VivaCell-MTS
Founding General Man-
ager Ralph C. Yirikian
had an open door lec-
ture “To Dream and to
Achieve” at the Ramada
Hotel and Suits by Wyn-
dham Yerevan.

Mr. Yirikian reflected on a number of pivotal qualities and skills
required to carve own path to future. Mr. Yirikian particularly
mentioned: “In order to be a leader, you need to be able to serve
as an example and there are moral values at the core of this ap-
proach. Leadership cannot be an end in itself; it must rest on a
vision and a will to bring it to life, it is associated with personal
responsibility to the team and society. Creating and sustaining a
team spirit requires motivation by an honest and realistic agenda.
This is the mission of a leader. In today s digitized realities and
rapid changes and challenges truly creative and daring solutions
are required from the leader. More than thousands of opportunities
are created to constantly move and create”.

The meeting continued in an open conversation and an exchange
of ideas. Mr Ralph Yirikian answered the questions of the partici-
pants, related in particular, to his perceptions of business.

“Generally, we need to take into account that digitization is not
Jjust about technology, as you can often hear; it first of all refers
to the change of thinking. This is requires contemplation and in
depth revision of strategy, the logic of doing business”, - Arme-
nia’s Leading Telecom Operator Founding GM Ralph C.Yirikian
explained.

“...When VivaCell-MTS was starting fifteen years ago, no one
could have imagined that the day would come when we would
move from a telecommunications operator to a digital services
operator. But our teamwork, creative thought, strength and energy
have multiplied,
enriched by the

ideas of gen-
erations “X7,
“Y” and “Z”,

‘ created a rich
B mix of crazy, yet
realizable ideas,
B which requires
courage and
does not leave a
room for hesita-
tion or surrender from the idea of going forward, opening new
horizons,” VivaCell-MTS Founding General Manager, a role
model citizen, manager and businessman Ralph C. Yirikian con-
cluded.

«®= Dage 13

The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Previous

www.nt.am

25 November #42(1263)+2019

Next


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_scientist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_vision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncas_A._Whitaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnegie_Mellon_University

POLITICS

Armenia sincere in its aspiration for peace in the region — Prime Minister

All of you here know, that Ar-
menia is located in a volatile re-
gion with many security risks and
challenges. Unresolved conflicts,
which are producing ongoing ten-
sion, an arms race, and hate pol-
itics, are still alive in the South
Caucasus, Armenia’s Prime min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan said in an
address to the Italian Institute for
International Political Studies in
Milan.

He said Armenia is sincere in its
aspiration for peace in the region,
and is open for a dialogue to reach
a solution to the conflict, which will be
acceptable for the peoples of Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“This is our approach, and we are ready
to negotiate on the basis of this new para-
digm,” the Prime Minister said.

Below are excerpts from
the speech:

Thirty years after the fall of the Berlin
Wall, two out of Armenia’s four borders —
those with Turkey and Azerbaijan — have
remained sealed for about three decades. By
refusing to establish diplomatic relations
with Armenia and overtly assisting Azer-
baijan against Armenia and Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, Turkey remains a serious security
threat to Armenia and the Armenian people
who experienced the first genocide of the
20th century in Ottoman Empire and con-
tinue to face the fierce denial of truth and
justice.

Although the two other borders with our
friends, Georgia and Iran, are open, how-
ever, in terms of economic efficiency, they
can be considered only half-open. Foreign
policy challenges of our two neighbors
limit the potential for external relations of
our economy and undermine the possibil-
ities for a full-scale regional cooperation.

But the biggest security challenge for us
is the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. It still
remains unresolved becoming a source of
permanent tension, and threatening to es-
calate into another outbreak of hostilities.

Anyone interested in the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict should know the background
of the conflict. This conflict is not a terri-
torial dispute, as some have tried to present
it in a simplified way. It is about the right
to self-determination, human rights, and
the physical security of the people that live
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there.

The roots of the conflict date back to early
days of the Soviet Union when an Arme-
nian region with 95 percent of Armenian
population was assigned to Azerbaijan by
an arbitrary decision of the Communist
party. This happened as a result of an agree-
ment reached between Bolshevik Russia
and Kemalist Turkey in early 1920s.

During the Soviet era the conflict was
manifested by systematic and violent dis-
crimination against the Armenian pop-
ulation who formulated their bid for
self-determination in 1988 — just on the
eve of the demise of the Soviet Union. In
response to the aspirations of the Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh, the authori-
ties of Soviet Azerbaijan undertook severe
measures to crack down on this move-
ment with the use of police force. Ethnic
cleansing with mass atrocities against Ar-
menians were exercised in many areas of
Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

Then, as the Soviet empire was in the
process of disintegration, Azerbaijan, like
other republics, started its withdrawal from
the USSR. In accordance with the Soviet
Constitution, if a member-republic declared
its intention to separate from the USSR, the
autonomous regions under its jurisdiction
were entitled to determine their status,
which included the secession from that re-
public.

Making use of the Soviet Constitution,
Nagorno-Karabakh autonomous region
exercised its right to self-determination.
Nagorno-Karabakh declared independence
from Azerbaijan exactly in the same way as
did Azerbaijan separating from the Soviet
Union.

This time, Azerbaijani authorities used
military forces against Armenians. They
waged a full-scale war threatening the

very existence of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh. In response
to the existential threat, the Ar-
menians, who constituted about
80% of the total population of
Nagorno-Karabakh, resorted to
self-defense. They succeeded in
protecting their land and made
Azerbaijan come to terms with the
new situation. As a result, a cease-
fire agreement among Azerbaijan,
Nagorno-Karabakh, and the Re-
public of Armenia was signed on
May 12, 1994.

The negotiation process on the
settlement of the conflict was initiated back
in 1992, even before the ceasefire agree-
ment was signed. The OSCE Minsk Group,
mandated by the international community
to mediate the conflict resolution, defined
that there were three parties to the conflict
— Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh, and Ar-
menia. This fact was reaffirmed by many
international documents of early 1990s. In-
deed, for a long time, Nagorno-Karabakh
participated as a party on the negotiation
process. In early 1990s even a number of
meetings were held between the leaders of
Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan, as well
as the ministers of defense of Azerbaijan,
Nagorno-Karabakh and the Republic of
Armenia.

By the way, a prominent Italian politician
and diplomat Mario Raffaelli, who ren-
dered a lot of efforts towards normalizing
the situation in the region, was the Chair-
man of the Minsk Conference — the first
international officer charged to deal with
the conflict in early 1990s. Minsk Group
meetings, which among the other two par-
ties to the conflict were also attended by the
elected representatives of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, took place in Rome, in capital of Italy.
Unfortunately, despite the decades-long
efforts of international mediators, the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict still remains un-
resolved.

What are the reasons behind this situa-
tion?

First and foremost, Azerbaijani authorities
refuse to negotiate with the representatives
of Nagorno-Karabakh. They claim that Na-
gorno-Karabakh should be considered an
indivisible part of Azerbaijan. But this is
really a very odd position. On the one hand,
Azerbaijani authorities

want Nagorno-Kara- page 9
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bakh to be a part of their territorial integ-
rity. On the other hand, they do not want to
conduct a dialogue with the representatives
of Nagorno-Karabakh. Is this not some-
what weird?

What does this position mean? It means
that Azerbaijani authorities in fact do not
want to negotiate with the people of Na-
gorno-Karabakh, just because they only
want the territories but not the people. To
be more precise — territories, without the
people. It means that they hope to resolve
the conflict by military means: occupy the
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, conduct
ethnic cleansings, and get rid of both Ar-
menians and the problem itself.

“Military solution is not ruled out” — that
was a typical statement made by President
Aliyev on many occasions. “Any time we
can solve the issue by military means” —
that was the statement made by president of
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev in January 2017,
at the government meeting discussing the
economic development of the country. “We
will increase our military power, and I be-
lieve that it is one of the most important
factors for the negotiations.” — that was
the statement made by president Aliyev on
November 5, 2018. On another occasion on
December 17, 2018, he said that, I quote,
“...our military forces and our power are
the key factors among the all factors for the
resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict”, end of quote.

Indeed, there are many reasons to believe
that the Azerbaijani authorities are prepar-
ing their society to a war. This is why they
are inflaming anti-Armenian sentiments
among their people. This is why they are
spending enormous resources on arma-
ment. This is why the anti-Armenian hate
speech has become actually official policy
in Azerbaijan. This is why Armenophobia
became a state policy in Azerbaijan.

I will bring some concrete examples of
that policy in action.

Any foreigner who visits Nagorno-Kara-
bakh is blacklisted by Azerbaijan. This list
already includes more than 850 people. Cit-
izens of any country who bear an Armenian
surname or suspected to have Armenian
ethnic origin cannot enter Azerbaijan. This
was the case with a Bloomberg journalist of
the US citizenship Diana Markosyan who
was banned to enter Azerbaijan in 2011.

In 2014 this was the case with a Turkish
orchestra musician, Rafer Noyan, who had
an Armenian-like surname. In 2016 it hap-
pened with an eight-year old child Luka

Vardanian, and in 2018 with an eighty-
year old pensioner from Russia Olga
Barseghian.

In 2017, a woman of Armenian descent
with her 4-years-old child was kept in the
airport of Baku for three hours and then de-
ported. This list can be continued.

But probably the most notorious case hap-
pened with Arsenal player Henrikh Mkhi-
taryan, who missed the final match of the
Europe League in Baku, capital of Azer-
baijan just a few months ago. Azerbaijani
authorities even banned T-shirts with Mkh-
itaryan’s name. And people wearing them
were stopped by the police on Baku streets.

This policy sometimes has even ridicu-
lous manifestations. Just a few days ago,
a driver was detained in Baku merely for
listening to an Armenian pop song.

But the most tragic and cynical case was
the one with Ramil Safarov who murdered
with an axe his Armenian classmate of a
NATO seminar in Budapest. Safarov killed
his Armenian classmate while he was
asleep. Safarov was sentenced to life-im-
prisonment, then extradited to Azerbaijan
by the Hungarian authorities, greeted as a
national hero of Azerbaijan, pardoned by
president Ilham Aliyev and released, pro-
moted in military rank, and gifted an apart-
ment.

Notwithstanding all these circumstances,
notwithstanding anti-Armenian policy of
the Azerbaijani authorities, Armenia is tak-
ing concrete steps towards finding a mu-
tually-acceptable solution to the conflict.
With this end in view, about one year ago
I publicly stated that any solution to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict must be ac-
ceptable for the people of Armenia, people
of Nagorno-Karabakh, and the people of
Azerbaijan.

I was the first Armenian leader who voice
such a position. I was heavily criticized in
my country for such a formula which places
the three parties of the conflict on an equal
footing. Nevertheless, I strongly believe
that this is the only way to the peaceful and
lasting settlement of the conflict, because it

offers a possibility for compromise, mutual
respect, and balance.

In order to move forward, I expected a
similar statement from Azerbaijan. Should
we hear such a statement from President
Aliyev, this would be a real breakthrough
in the negotiation process.

However, the highest authorities of Azer-
baijan remain on their position, which aims
at a solution of the conflict acceptable only
for the people of Azerbaijan. It gives me an
additional reason to believe that Azerbaijan
is nursing hopes to resolve the conflict by
military means and doesn’t want to find a
solution at the negotiation table.

However, the Azerbaijani authorities
should understand that there is no alter-
native to the peace talks and the peaceful
solution to the problem.

First of all, it is absolutely useless to speak
with Artsakh, with Nagorno Karabach and
Armenia in a language of threat. It’s a path
to nowhere. Azerbaijan once tried to speak
the language of violent force with the peo-
ple of Nagorno Karabach and faced serious
consequences despite its huge superiority
over Nagorno-Karabakh in terms of both
population and the armament. Attempts to
avenge this military failure will not lead to
anything good.

A military escalation in our region will
have disastrous consequences with even
a global impact. Apparently, Azerbaijan,
being engaged in hostilities, could provide
a fertile ground for those terrorists who
lost ground in Syria and Iraq and now are
looking for new territories to set up their
operations. Geographically, Azerbaijan
could become a perfect basis for them to
penetrate in all four directions to the South,
to the North, to the East, and to the West.
Dear friends,

The Nagorno-Karabakh is a very com-
plicated and painful issue for the peoples
of the region. It is impossible to settle it
without hard and consistent work, without
a compromise, mutual respect, and balance.
But if we took responsibility for the future
of our peoples, we must make efforts to
achieve real changes. | mean government
of Azerbaijan, Government of Nagorno
Karabach and Government of Armenia.

We are sincere in our aspiration for peace
in the region, and are open for a dialogue to
reach a solution to the conflict, which will
be acceptable for the peoples of Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan.
This is our approach, and we are ready to
negotiate on the basis of this new paradigm.
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Armenia recorded the highest number of statistically significant
advances in Europe for 2018 — Report

Armenia was the only country in Europe
to transition from being a hybrid regime in
2017 to a democracy in 2018, according to
a new report published by the International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral As-
sistance (International IDEA).

The study notes that “Armenia recorded
the highest number of statistically sig-
nificant advances in Europe for 2018: on
Checks on Government, Impartial Admin-
istration and Participatory Engagement,
and on eight related democratic subattri-
butes.”

The report titled Global State of Democ-
racy 2019: Addressing the Ills, Reviving
the Promise provides a health check of
democracy and an overview of the current
global and regional democracy landscape.
It analyses the encouraging democratic
trends as well as the key current challenges
to democracy.

The analysis in The Global State of De-
mocracy 2019 reflects the data in the GSoD
Indices for the period 1975— 2018, which
shows that democracy continues to expand
its reach around the world, with the number
of democracies continuing to grow.

The world is more democratic than it has
ever been. According to the report, more
than half of the countries in the world (62

per cent, or 97 countries) are no democratic
(compared to only 26 per cent in 1975), and
more than half (57 per cent) of the world’s
population and more than four billion peo-
ple, now live in some form of democracy,
compared to 36 per cent in 1975. The share
of non-democracies has more than halved
since 1975 (68 per cent of countries in 1975
versus only 20 per cent in 2018).

The majority (72 per cent) of today’s de-
mocracies were established after 1975 as
part of the so-called third wave of democ-
ratization. Of these, more than three-quar-
ters transitioned before 2000 (early third
wave), while less than one-quarter transi-
tioned after 2000. The remaining 28 per
cent of the world’s current democracies,
all of which were established prior to 1975,
have experienced uninterrupted democracy
between 1975 and today, except Sri Lanka.

Democracies can now be found across all
regions of the world. In North America and

Europe, 100 and 93 per cent of countries
are democracies, closely followed by Latin
America and the Caribbean (86 per cent of
countries).

In the past 10 years (i.e. since 2008), 11
countries transitioned to democracy for the
first time in their history. Four of these tran-
sitions have occurred in the past four years:
Burkina Faso and Myanmar in 2015, Arme-
nia and Malaysia in 2018. This is more than
the previous decade and equals the number
of new transitions in the first decade of the
third wave (1975-1985).

The report notes that in 2018, two of the
world’s most enduring hybrid regimes tran-
sitioned to democracy: Armenia and Ma-
laysia. Malaysia became a democracy after
more than four decades of hybridity follow-
ing the 2018 general elections in which the
monopoly of the National Front Coalition
(Barisan Nasional) came to an end on the
back of a united opposition and a strong
civil society.

“Armenia, a hybrid regime since its in-
dependence in 1991, was beset by a wave
of popular protests in 2018 that led to
the resignation of its prime minister and
long-standing president, and a subsequent
electoral victory for the opposition,” the
study says.

ADB approves $10 million loan to help improve
education and health in Armenia

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has
approved a $10 million policy-based loan
(in euro equivalent) to assist the Govern-
ment of Armenia’s efforts to improve the
quality and accessibility of education and
health services.

Armenia is experiencing a demographic
shift with the share of children under the
age of 18 declining from 37% of the na-
tional population in 1990 to 25% now,
signaling an impending decline of the
country’s labor force. Access to and fund-
ing for quality education and health ser-
vices are poor, resulting in many people not
having the skills to meet employers’ needs
and avoidable ill health having a detrimen-
tal effect on the population.

In 2017, for instance, public expenditure
on education was about 2.2% of gross do-
mestic product (GDP), which is lower than
the 5% recommended by the Organization
for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment. Government health spending was at
1.3% of GDP, below the 5% threshold ob-
served by the World Health Organization as
expenditure of countries with low shares of

out-of-pocket payments.

To address this, the Government of Arme-
nia has implemented reforms since 2010
to improve education and health services,
with a focus on helping women and girls. A
preschool law was endorsed to the National
Assembly with the aim of boosting the
number of children in elementary schools
to 70% in 2023, from around 30% in 2017.
Teachers have also been receiving training
and skills development. A new set of guide-
lines and protocols, meanwhile, have been
implemented in most of the country’s hos-
pitals and health centers, covering topics
ranging from preventing hospital-acquired
infections to methods in continuing medi-

cal education.

“A well-educated and healthy popula-
tion is essential for the growth and devel-
opment of a country like Armenia, where
human capital is significantly unrealized,”
said ADB Senior Health Specialist for Cen-
tral and West Asia Ms. Rouselle Lavado.
“ADB’s assistance will support the govern-
ment’s ongoing efforts to ensure that citi-
zens are educated, healthy, and productive.

The main focus of the Human Develop-
ment Enhancement Program is children and
youth, starting from the preschool age. As
well as improving the accessibility and en-
hancing the quality of education and health
services in the country, the program will
also increase financing for these efforts.

ADB is committed to achieving a pros-
perous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable
Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its
efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. In
2018, it made commitments of new loans
and grants amounting to $21.6 billion. Es-
tablished in 1966, it is owned by 68 mem-
bers—49 from the region.
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ANCA supports Congressional campaign to restore U.S. military aid parity to
Armenia and Azerbaijan

For the second time in less than
two months, Congressional Arme-
nian Caucus leaders have called
on the U.S. Departments of State
and Defense to restore military aid
parity to Armenia and Azerbaijan,
or risk emboldening an already ag-
gressive Azerbaijani government to
escalate its attacks against Armenia
and Artsakh, reported the Armenian
National Committee of America (ANCA).

“We join with Reps. Pallone, Schiff, and Speier in challenging the
Administration’s reckless military aid tilt toward Azerbaijan’s cor-
rupt Aliyev regime,” said ANCA Executive Director Aram Ham-
parian. “In light of Azerbaijan’s relentless aggression, we call on
Congress to zero-out any and all security assistance to Baku, or — at
the very least — match every dollar in military aid to Azerbaijan
with another to Armenia.”

In September, 2019, Congressional Armenian Caucus founding
Co-Chair Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Co-Chair Jackie Speier (D-CA),
and Vice-Chair Adam Schiff (D-CA) expressed concerns to Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defense Mark Esper
about the proposed significant increase in security assistance to
Azerbaijan for Fiscal Year 2018 and 2019, totaling $102 million,
compared to $7 million in military assistance to Armenia over the
same period. They noted that Section 907 of the Freedom Support
Act, adopted in 1992, prohibits aid to Azerbaijan due to its ongoing
blockade and aggression against Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh.

“While the State Department has the authority to extend a waiver
of Section 907, we do not believe the waiver the State Department
noticed on April 18, 2019, is an appropriate use of this author-
ity considering Azerbaijan’s continued efforts to destabilize the
Republic of Nagorno Karabakh and given the ruling regime of

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev’s documented
culture of corruption and oppressive tactics against
dissenters,” stated Representatives Pallone, Speier,
and Schiff in their September 27th letter.

In response to State and Defense Department as-
sertions that $102 million in security aid to Azer-
baijan “will neither undermine efforts to negotiate
a peaceful settlement between Armenia and Azer-
baijan, nor be used for offensive purposes against
Armenia,” Representatives Pallone, Speier and
Schiff were adamant.

“Without question, the increase of security assistance to Azerbai-
jan creates an imbalance in the region and ignores a twenty-year
precedent in U.S. foreign policy. We are concerned that rewarding
Armenia’s autocratic neighbor with this windfall at such a time of
historic change in Armenia sends negative signals about the im-
portance we place on democratic values. Returning to parity in
military assistance is the only way the U.S. will be able to retain
its credibility as a regional power capable of bringing Azerbaijan
and Armenia together.”

In their November 18th letter, the Congressional Armenian Cau-
cus leaders go on to request that Armenia be provided with “train-
ing and equipment to build partner capacity that will help secure
its borders and create military parity in funding with Azerbaijan.
This funding would increase Armenia’s capacity for counterter-
rorism, counter-illicit drug trafficking, and weapons of mass de-
struction interdiction operations — especially on its southern border
with Iran. We also ask for robust funding of confidence building
measures on each side of the border between Azerbaijan, Nagorno
Karabakh, and Armenia — including those that would implement
the 2015 Royce-Engel Peace Proposal — to establish a clearer path-
way to peace for all parties in this conflict.”

QQatar announces visa waiver for Armenian citizens

The State of Qatar will cancel visa requirements for the citizens
of Armenia. At a meeting with of the Emir of the State of Qatar
Tamim bin Hamad Al Than, President Armen Sarkissian expressed
gratitude to the Emir for the cancellation of the visa regime, as well
as for the active support provided to the opening of the Embassy of

the Republic of Armenia in the State of Qatar.

The President expressed confidence that the cancellation of the
visa requirement would have a positive impact on the further pro-
motion of economic, cultural, scientific, educational and especially
tourism links.

The Armenian President and the Emir of Qatar underlined the
great potential of cooperation between the two friendly countries,
the importance of expanding and strengthening relations. As pos-
sible areas of cooperation, they cited health, education, research,
and the opportunity to study in Doha.

President Sarkissian said he was very impressed with the work
of the Qatar Foundation. “It is also an international center and
has much in common with our vision of development,” President
Sargsyan said.

“We have decided to form a joint working group to outline the
directions for cooperation.” The President underlined the great
potential of cooperation in the fields of science, education and
technology, noting in this context the possibility of cooperation in
the framework of the Presidential Initiative on ATOM (Advanced
Tomorrow) aimed at the development of new technologies and sci-
ence in Armenia.
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The 2019 Laureate of the Global IT Award is the Founder of “Origami World”
Theory, Author of the ‘Virtual Reality’ Concept Prof. Takeo Kanade of Japan...

“The GIT Award is 10 years now, and Vi-
vaCell-MTS has been by the side of this ini-
tiative throughout these years. The impact
the award has had on the development of
information and communications in Arme-
nia is hard to overestimate. This impact has
touched upon value systems and mindsets:
our IT community and students welcome
exceptional personalities, living legends,
whose creative minds have revolutionized
the global technological perspectives get-
ting the ITC industry to qualitatively new
levels. We shall underline that in today's
world there are very few technological
achievements, which can be called true
innovations; the global visionaries visit-
ing Armenia are the ones creating ground-
breaking technologies. By meeting them
and by talking to them our younger gener-
ation get living role models and learns the
right way of life to choose — to believe in
oneself, to work hard, to choose own path,
and reach heights no man has ever reached
so far,” - VivaCell-MTS Founding General
Manager Ralph Yirikian said.

“The Award was established in 2009 and
this year we will have the 10" winner in
Armenia. It is already the second year that
the award is given as the RA State Award.
The winner of the Global IT Award 2019

is Dr. Takeo Kanade, who is a professor at
Carnegie Mellon University, the founder
of “Origami World” theory, as well as the
author of the concept “virtual reality’. The

initiative to award Kanade belongs to Am-

bassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the Republic of Armenia to Japan
H.E. Hrant Poghosyan,” — said the Award
Organizational Committee Coordinator Dr
Hovik Musayelyan. He shown to the gath-
ered a specimen of the special post envelop
with portrait of Dr Kanade that will be can-
celled just few minutes before the Award
handing official ceremony.

“I’d like to attract your attention on the
words of Mr Yirikian that the Laureates,
the Legends were not very distinctive of the
current youngsters, you, when they 've been
starting their career”, Minister Arshakyan
added, by this encouraging our today’s

youth.

Dr Musayelyan told the Agenda of Mr
Kanade. Talking to a lady reporter he (once
more) mentioned that it was obligatory for
a Laureate to visit Armenia personally.

“Every time, within many years in row al-
ready, when doing something (important)
for our people, you modestly expressing
hope that other businesses will join you, but

by the moment, at least here, in sense of this
Award, I see nobody else...please comment
on this”, - that was The Highlights’ corre-
spondent (yours truly) question to Ralph
Yirikian.

“Well, you yourself already answered
your own question”, responded Mr Yirik-
ian. However he added that “We’ll happy
and welcome other partners with invest-
ment programs...And if such a partner ap-
pears, he/she should believe in this idea,
in program of social investments, finally,
should believe he/she could be helpful our
country...We love our country, we believe
in its better future, that is why we make our
modest investment in that future”.

And Dr Musayelyan, when asked about
real contribution of all the Laureates in the
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development of ICT/hi-tech sector of Armenia replied by the fol-
lowing: “Indeed, we have been staying in touch with the Award
Laureates within all these years...Yes, they did their contribution
in our ICT sector; so let me to bring few bright examples: Dr Craig
Barrett and Dr Federico Faggin were active participants in the
Armtech Congress, and Dr Tsugio Makimoto of Japan wrote a
book entitled “Armenia as IT Country Shining Silicon Valley in
the Middle East/Caucasus” in Japanese, and a bit later it was
translated in English, Mario Mazzola donated American Univer-
sity of Armenia one million dollars, and its interests contribute
to stypends for the best students. Yevgeny Kaspersky opened his
name Lab in Yerevan Polytechnic University, and a cyber secu-
rity chair was opened
at the Russian-Arme-
nian (Slavonic) Uni-
versity. Louis Pouzin
was key speaker at
the Frankophonie
Summit held in Ye-
revan quite recently,
Tony Fadell has been
actively cooperating with the Starmus Festival (founded by an Ar-

menian scientist Dr Garik Israyelyan) for two years already. Fi-

page 7 ==
During the lecture a question was raised about the terms of in-
troduction of 5G (fifth generation of mobile technologies). Ralph
Yirikian responded that the 5G standard is already outlined, how-
ever devices at affordable prices for the market are not yet avail-
able. According to the Company Founding General Manager, it will
take up to 2 years for these devices to become widely available.
“Regarding the question of when will the 5G become available in
Armenia, my answer is that VivaCell-MTS has started preparing
for the introduction of 5G for quite a long time, as the equipment
used in the company’s 4G network can also work in the 5G net-
work, with only software changes,” said Yirikyan.
The entrance to the lecture was free; the participants were given a
chance to join by pre-registration on the website of the “Leadership
School”.

nally, legendary “Dr T”, - James Truchard, his Natl Instruments
is actve investor to the Engineering City. “We believe we’ll have
lond and steadfast cooperation with Dr Kanade as well ”, - Mr
Mousayelyan concluded.

Ambassador of Japan to Armenia H.E. Mr June Yamada was a
special guest at that event. Talking to TV cameras he told he was
honored for awarding his compatriots first Dr Tsugio Makimoto,
in 2013, and now, - Dr Kanade. (In your correspondent’s memory
appeared a scene how excited and impressed were Mr and Mrs
Makimoto when visiting The Armenian Genocide Memorial, and
so how they’ve decided to stay here in Armenia, at their own, for
one more week to get know our country closer... )

A brief video clip was shown on the Award and its Laureates that
was finalized by the following words of Prof. Takeo Kanade on
awarding him: “I am honored and humble”.

To remind, the Award was founded on 6 July 2009 and is awarded
annually for exceptional contributions in global IT industry (tech-
nologies, education, entrepreneurship, financial services) that come
in various shapes and forms to personalities whose ideas have been
revolutionary or near revolutionary for the development of ICT.

2019 marks the tenth Award to be handed over. It includes a
Golden Medal symbolizing Armenia and high tech industry as well
as a souvenir trophy.

The awarding is coordinated by the Organizational Committee,
and selection of the winner is performed by Selection Panel com-
prised of international experts.

Let’s remind The Highlights readers that the list winners of the
Award: retired Chief of “Intel Corporation” Craig Barrett, the Co-
Founder of “Apple Inc.” Steve Wozniak, Chairman Emeritus of
“Synaptics, Inc.” and President of “Federico and Elvia Faggin”
Foundation Federico Faggin, former CEO of “Hitachi” Tsugio
Makimoto, Chief Development Officer of “Sysco Systems” Mario
Mazzola, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of “Kaspersky
Lab” Eugene Kaspersky, one of the founding fathers of Internet
and CEO at “Open-Root” Louis Pouzin and the founder of “Nest
labs”, the creator of iPod Tony Fadell, and the founder of the com-
pany “National Instruments” James Truchard.
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Constantine Orbelian Nominated for Grammy Award
for the Fourth Time Already!

By Gourgen James Khazhakian
Chief Correspondent

News from Constan-
tine Orbelian: Success
(Tremendous One), Only
Success, Nothing But
Success...

Very recently The Highlights has got a
terrific news: Artistic Director of Yerevan

Opera and Ballet Theater Constantine Or-
belian has been nominated for a Grammy
Award.

A TE, O CARA, an album recorded by
Maestro in cooperation with Metropolitan
Opera soloist Stephen Costello and Kaunas
City Symphony Orchestra, has been nom-
inated in the Best Classical Solo Vocal
Album category, the Grammy Awards of-
ficial website reported.

The 62" Annual Grammy Awards cere-
mony is scheduled for January 26, 2020, at
Staples Center in Los Angeles. It will rec-
ognize the best recordings, compositions,
and artists of the eligibility year, running
from October 1, 2018, to August 31, 2019.
Nominations were announced in all 84 cat-
egories on November 20.

This the fourth already Orbelian’s
Grammy nomination:

At the 61% annual Grammy Awards re-
cording of Guiseppe Verdi’s “Rigoletto” re-
leased by Delos Music in November 2017,
was nominated in the Best Opera Record-
ing category, was conducted by Orbelian
and featured a legendary Russian bari-
tone Dmitri Khvorostovsky of the blessed
memory in the title role,
American soprano Na-
dine Sierra, Italian tenor
Francesco Demuro, the
Kaunas City Symphony
Orchestra, and the Men
of the Kaunas State
Choir.

Maestro Orbelian
received his second
Grammy nomination in
2017, for his recording
of Georgy Sviridov’s
“Russia Cast Adrift” (Rus Otchalivshaya)
featuring Dmitri Khvorostovsky and the
State Symphony Orchestra of St. Peters-
burg.

And the very first Grammy nomination
Constantine Orbelian received in 2014, for
conducting a recording of Rossini’s virtu-
oso arias, performed by American tenor
Lawrence Brownlee with the Kaunas City
Symphony Orchestra.

And a very recent post from Delos Music,
and again it is about Maestro Orbelian:

“The Awards Continue as Veronika Dz-
hioeva s #RitornaVincitor (...sings favor-
ite arias) has been nominated for a Vocal
Music Award in the 2020 International
Classical Music Awards (ICMA)! Congrat-
ulations to Veronika, Constantine Orbelian,
and the Kaunas City Symphony!

The last, but not the least, NOT AT ALL:
just a few days ago Maestro Orbelian
conducted the Malta Philarmonic Orches-
tra with the Maltese super tenor Joseph
Calleja at the Moscow Zaryad’e Concert!

...When watching the encore — «Ochi
Chyorniye» (the Dark Eyes — in Russian)
of the sold out concert (that was co-orga-
nized by European Foundation for Sup-
port of Culture and the Maltese Embassy
to Russia included the best opera aria’s

from Verdi, Gounod, Puccini, Chilea, A.I.
Khachatourian, others...), the first word

<« Delos Music - The Awards Continue as @[135846371004:274 Veronika
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that is coming to your mind is FANTAS-
TIC! Especially when the world-famous
singer said to the jam-packed audience in
Russian “Ja ljublju vas !” (1 LOVE YOU!)

ATE, O CARA

STEPHEN COSTELLO
sings bel canto

\TINE ORBELIAN, CONDUCTOR
City SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

i
s

SO WE ALL SEE THAT ORBELIAN’S
SHOW MUST GO ON'!
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Yezeglrjé'l'ian Hotel & Residence

In the Green Park
Near Congress Hotel
24 Studios and Apartments

€250 Per Week
(Payment Upon Arrival)

In the Center
of Yerevan

Warm Welcome
24/7 Security
Free Cafe & Bar

Kitchen, Refrigerator
Safe, TV, Internet

RESERVATIONS:

. N | 011 374 91 57 01 70
e = - 011 374 91 73 91 91

All Conveniences ¥ ' {
Air Conditioned szqaueli@an gem

Apartments

Modern
Rest Rooms
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The latest in non-invasive full body contouring.

WMHP

Full body contouring

o

COOltech

'L

The address: Baghramyan 1st DL, 2-nd building, 2-nd floor.

Vacuum criolipolisis is
the new technology for
the non-surgical fat reduction:

Very effective!
Pain free!
Safe and easy!

Each procedure 70 min,
30-40 % reduction in treated area
in 2 month

&

% adipose tissue . adipose tissue
cooling

Before the treatment During the treatment

% /" visible results

[

After the treatment

Call +374 60 536 536. www.cityspa.am
1 @COCOON

Bahnhofstrasse 9

CH-3125 Toffen

Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10
Fax: +4131 81040 11
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. Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 .

Fax: +41 9263209 11 Room 801-087, Lixin Plaza, Armenia
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310051 -Hangzhou China f_\fgo Pharmaceuticals

16 Westminster Ave.,

Suite 306A

Montreal, Qc H4X 1Z1
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67

AZAD Pharma AG
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG
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