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EU-ARMENIA
1SA DIALOGUE
ACTION PLAN ON

1SA LIBERALISATION

Johannes Luchner, the European Commission’s Deputy Director-General for Migration and Home Affairs (left) and Armenian

Johannes Luchner, the Deputy Direc-
tor-General at the Directorate-General
for Migration and Home Affairs of the
European Commission, handed over on
November 5 the EU-Armenia Visa Liberal-
ization Action Plan to Minister of Internal
Affairs Arpine Sargsyan.

Luchner and Sargsyan delivered a joint
press conference on this occasion.

“It will last as long as necessary for the
reforms to achieve their intended goals.
As the minister [Sargsyan] noted, signifi-
cant reforms will be carried out in various
sectors in Armenia, and they should con-
tribute to the successful implementation
of the action plan,” Luchner said.

Johannes Luchner said both the EU and

Deputy PM meets with Euro-
pean Commission’s Deputy
Director-General for Migra-
tion and Home Affairs
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Deputy Speaker highlights
“historic opportunity” to
institutionalize irreversible

Interior Minister Arpine Sargsyan (right).

Armenia are committed to ensuring that
the process is not only fast but also of high
quality. The Deputy Director-General at
the Directorate-General for Migration and
Home Affairs of the European Commission
noted that in the next phase, the Armenian
authorities will officially respond to the
action plan submitted by the EU within
the framework of visa liberalization, and
the EU will send relevant expert teams to
assess the situation on the ground across
various areas.

“Our expert teams will travel to Arme-
nia to examine the situation across differ-
ent areas and prepare progress reports.
The program consists of two phases: the
first concerns legislative changes and the
adoption of legal acts, while the second

in Armenia

p. 4

Trump highlights regional eco-
nomic benefit of TRIPP project

focuses on their practical implementation,”
Luchner emphasized.

He added that the Armenian authori-
ties have already implemented several key
reforms at a noticeable pace, particularly
in the introduction of the biometric pass-
port system, which has been recognized
in the EU as a successful step. “Since the
Armenian authorities have worked effi-
ciently and quickly on implementing the
biometric passport system, we can already
expect its launch at the beginning of next
year. The other components concern the
legislative level and will be ongoing pro-
cesses, which we are committed to sup-
porting continuously,” he concluded.

Read on page 9

TRIPP doesn’t envisage U.S.
control over infrastructure,
reiterates Armenian FM
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Deputy PM meets with European Commission’s Deputy Director-
General for Migration and Home Affairs

Armenian Deputy Prime Minister Mher
Grigoryan has held a meeting with the
delegation led by Johannes Luchner, the
Deputy Director-General at the Directo-
rate-General for Migration and Home Af-
fairs of the European Commission.

Armenian Minister of Internal Affairs
Arpine Sargsyan and Head of the EU Del-
egation to Armenia, Ambassador Vassilis
Maragos also attended the meeting.

The parties mutually highlighted the
successes achieved last year within the

framework of the visa liberalization di-
alogue, which resulted in the Visa Liber-
alization Action Plan being handed over
to the Government of Armenia. In this
context, Deputy PM Mher Grigoryan reaf-
firmed Armenia’s commitment to ensuring
the full and effective implementation of
the Action Plan and outlined the reforms
already carried out in the country, as well
as those planned for the near future, Grig-
oryan’s office said in a readout.

Johannes Luchner welcomed the ef-
forts of the Armenian government and

emphasized that Armenia has progressed
along this path faster than any other
country.

Johannes Luchner, the Deputy Direc-
tor-General at the Directorate-General
for Migration and Home Affairs of the
European Commission, handed over on
November 5 the EU-Armenia Visa Liberal-
ization Action Plan to Minister of Internal
Affairs Arpine Sargsyan, who is Armenia’s
Senior Official for the Visa Liberalization
Dialogue with the EU.

Vardapetyan meets with Prosecutor-General of Italy’s Supreme Court of

During her visit to Italy, Anna Varda-
petyan, Prosecutor-General of Armenia,
met with Pietro Gaeta, Prosecutor-General
of Italy’s Supreme Court of Cassation.

Anna Vardapetyan expressed her grat-
itude for the warm welcome and empha-
sized that the meeting is a valuable oppor-
tunity to highlight the joint work carried
out so far and to expand the framework of
international legal cooperation in criminal
proceedings.

“I would like to thank you for the doc-
uments and procedural actions provided
within the framework of our request for
legal assistance. They have been of crucial

Cassation

importance in sending a number of crim-
inal cases to court with an indictment.
[ assure you that the requests for legal
assistance submitted by the Italian side
are being carried out with the same dil-
igence and responsibility,” Vardapetyan
said, according to a readout published
by her office.

Armenia’s Ambassador to Italy
Vladimir Karapetyan, the Deputy Pros-
ecutor-General/Military Prosecutor of
Armenia Grigor Elizbaryan and Deputy
Prosecutor-General Yeghiazar Avagyan
also participated in the meeting.

During the visit, a memorandum of

understanding is expected to be signed
between the Armenian Military Prosecu-
tor’s Office and the Italian General Military
Prosecutor’s Office.

Gradual ‘tangible results’ expected in Armenia-Tiirkiye normalization,

A ) N
Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mir-
zoyan expressed optimism about achiev-
ing what he described as “tangible results”
in the ongoing normalization process with
Tirkiye.

He made the remarks during the Orbeli
Forum 2025, presenting the Armenian
government’s foreign policy, which the
Pashinyan administration describes as a

says FM

“balanced and balancing foreign policy.”
“We have a strategic partnership with
the United States, a strategic dialogue with
the United Kingdom, and we are work-
ing to elevate the level of our partnership
[with UK] and with several EU member
states as well. We are significantly deepen-
ing our relations with the EU, and we have
a strategic partnership with the Russian
Federation. We have repeatedly empha-
sized the great importance we attach to
our relations with immediate neighbors:
we have excellent relations with Georgia
and Iran, peace with Azerbaijan has been
established, and we are working to further
detail it. We have very intensive dialogue
with Turkiye, and [ am very optimistic that
we can gradually achieve tangible results

there. We have also declared a strategic
partnership with China,” the Foreign Min-
ister said.

He noted that, at this stage, the deep-
ening of relations with the European Un-
ion can only be viewed in the context of
maintaining balance.

“Certainly, once there is a discussion
about Armenia’s application for EU mem-
bership, it will make sense to revisit this
issue. But for now, at least, our relations
with any country can be considered within
the context of diversification,” the minis-
ter said.

Mirzoyan added that Armenia manages
to maintain balance with all partners, from
which neighboring countries also benefit.
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Trump highlights regional economic benefit of TRIPP project in

U.S. President Donald Trump has de-
scribed the Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
deal brokered by his administration ear-
lier this summer as a “historic” event.

Trump spoke about the Armeni-
an-Azerbaijani accords during his meeting
with leaders of five Central Asian nations
in Washington, D.C.

“Three months ago, my administration
also brokered a historic peace agreement
between nearby Armenia and Azerbaijan,”
Trump said in televised remarks. “One
of the eight wars that we ended in eight
months — at that time, eight months.”

The U.S. President said he highly ap-
preciates the fact that the connectivity
project in Armenia will be named after
him: the Trump Route for International
Peace and Prosperity (TRIPP).

“As I said at the time, that historic ac-
cord includes the construction of the new

Armenia

Trump Route. It's such a beautiful thing.
They named it after me. [ really appreci-
ate it. It's actually a big deal. But it’s the
new Trump Route for International Peace.
This is a road that’s being carved and goes
through some of the most important plac-
es anywhere in the world — some of the
most important places economically as
well, which will boost commercial activ-
ity on the other side of the Caspian Sea,
helping nations throughout Central Asia.
I'm optimistic that each of the countries
here today will reap the benefits of peace
if they embrace the opportunity that we’ve
unleashed with the agreement,” President
Trump said.

He also said that his administration is
working to end the Russia-Ukraine war.

“We’re looking to end one more, if
that’s possible — Russia and Ukraine. We
haven’t gotten there yet, but I think we've

made a lot of progress,” he said.

Armenia and Azerbaijan signed a
U.S.-brokered joint declaration and ini-
tialed a peace agreement on August 8 in
Washington, D.C.

TRIPP is a connectivity project in Ar-
menia envisaged under the accords. The
project is expected to unlock strategic
economic opportunities, creating long-
term benefits by promoting infrastruc-
ture investment and enhancing regional
connectivity.

Orbeli Forum 2025: Pashinyan highlights ‘success stories’ in building

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pa-
shinyan has once again reaffirmed that
peace has been established with Azerbai-
jan following the initialing of the treaty on
August 8 in Washington, D.C.

Speaking at the Orbeli Forum 2025:
Building Peace and Multilateral Cooper-
ation international conference, the Prime
Minister highlighted several “success sto-
ries” between the two countries, beginning
with the ongoing border delimitation pro-
cess launched in 2024.

“At my instruction, our state bodies are
organizing visits to the delimited Kirants
area and adjacent sections for representa-
tives of civil society, intellectuals, political
figures, party members, and our compa-
triots from the Diaspora — to show what
we mean when we speak about a peace
agenda. I must say directly and sincerely
that so far, I have not received any negative
feedback, not even a single one, regarding
what we are presenting on the ground,”

peace with Azerbaijan

said Pashinyan.

The Prime Minister noted that the
success story continued with the sign-
ing and subsequent ratification of the
regulation on the joint activities of the
border delimitation commissions of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, which became the
first international document between the
two countries. Pashinyan recalled that
the document establishes the Alma-Ata
Declaration as the fundamental principle
for the delimitation of the border between
the two states.

“This is a turning point in the estab-
lishment of interstate relations between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, through which
the two countries affirm that they recog-
nize each other’s territorial integrity based
on the 1991 Alma-Ata Declaration. This
means that Armenia and Azerbaijan ac-
knowledge that the territory of independ-
ent Azerbaijan is identical to that of the
former Azerbaijan SSR, and the territory of

independent Armenia is identical to that of
the former Armenian SSR. This fact is also
recorded in the initialed text of the peace
agreement, as well as in the Washington
Declaration,” the Prime Minister said.

Pashinyan described the August 8
peace summit as the “biggest success
story” between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

“Thus, peace has been established
between the Republic of Armenia and
Azerbaijan,” he emphasized.

The Orbeli Forum 2025: Building Peace
and Multilateral Cooperation is dedicated
to the regionalization of the South Cauca-
sus, the peace process, the unblocking of
communication and trade routes, as well
as other international and regional agenda
issues. The event is being attended, in var-
ious formats, by high-ranking Armenian
officials, as well as experts from Armenia,
all neighboring countries, Russia, the Unit-
ed States, EU member states, China, India,
the United Arab Emirates, and others.
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Deputy Speaker highlights “historic opportunity” to institutionalize

Deputy Speaker of Armenia’s National
Assembly Ruben Rubinyan believes that
the focus should be on achieving real,
tangible results, despite possible prob-
lematic issues or statements along the
path to peace.

He made the remarks at a press brief-
ing when asked to comment on Azerbaija-
ni leader Ilham Aliyev’s latest statement
who claimed that early 20th-century “Tsa-
rist Russian maps” supposedly show that
the toponyms of present-day Armenian
territories are of Azerbaijani origin.

Rubinyan initially referred to his writ-
ten response published on social media.

He nevertheless stated that the Azer-
baijani official rhetoric has toned down
since the initialing of the peace agreement
on August 8.

“In any case, we have observed a

irreversible peace

certain shift in the emphasis of statements
coming from Azerbaijan after the Washing-
ton agreements on August 8. Of course, we
cannot say that there are no statements we
consider unconstructive. That statement
is one of them. If we look back, in terms
of place names, we will not see a situation
that is at all unfavorable for us; rather, we
will see a very favorable situation. But we
should not go backward — we must move
forward. That is the way to strengthen and
maintain peace,” said Rubinyan.

Referring to various assessments re-
garding peace, he emphasized that peace
means that Russian wheat is being im-
ported into Armenia via Azerbaijan by rail.
Rubinyan also noted that Kazakh wheat is
imported into Armenia through Azerbai-
jani territory.

“This is a historic event. The last time

something like this happened was prob-
ably in 1991 or 1992, that is, before the
active phase of the war,” the Deputy Speak-
er of the National Assembly emphasized.

Rubinyan stressed that in the past 30
years, the only country with which Arme-
nia had a railway connection was Georgia.

“Yes, there will be problematic is-
sues on the path to peace, and yes, there
may be statements that we consider
problematic, but we must focus on real
achievements. The import of wheat into
Armenia through Azerbaijani territory
is a very important fact that should be
acknowledged, including in the context
of peace. We have a historic opportunity
to institutionalize the established peace
and make it irreversible and long-lasting,”
emphasized the Deputy Speaker of the
National Assembly.

Russian Deputy PM stresses significance of rail connection with Armenia
via Azerbaijan and Georgia

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alex-
ey Overchuk has praised the opening of
railway connection between Russia and
Armenia through Azerbaijani and Geor-
gian territories as a “real contribution”
towards peace.

“We welcome the launch of rail com-
munication between the Russian Fed-
eration and the Republic of Armenia,
which has been carried out through the
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Georgia,” TASS news agency quoted
Overchuk as saying.

He noted that since Armenia gained
independence, this is the first time a “di-
rect rail connection” has been established
between the two countries.

According to Overchuk, this event
represents a “real contribution to the

establishment of peace in the South Cau-
casus.” Overchuk said this serves as “ev-
idence of Russia’s work toward regional
stability and the economic development
of all countries in the region.”

Overchuk emphasized that the new
route strengthens Russia’s transport links
with the countries of the region, increases
the accessibility of Armenian markets for
imports from other Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) member states, and also
expands the Union’s markets to Armenian
producers.

“It is symbolic that the first cargo
transported on this railway was Russian
grain—a universal symbol of life and cre-
ation—which once again underscores
the shared desire to establish peace in
the South Caucasus and move from

confrontation to cooperation,” Overchuk
added.

He said that the opening of the new
railway route is the result of the agree-
ments reached by the leaders of Russia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan in 2020 and
2021, as well as the efforts of the trilateral
working group co-chaired by the deputy
prime ministers of the three countries.

“I would like to express my gratitude
to my colleagues—Shahin Mustafayeyv,
Deputy Prime Minister of Azerbaijan, and
Mher Grigoryan, Deputy Prime Minister
of Armenia—for their joint efforts in un-
blocking transport links in the South Cau-
casus region, as well as to Georgia for its
constructive participation in organizing
transport along this route,” the Russian
Deputy Prime Minister said.

Armenia hopes international sanctions on Iran will be lifted

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mir-
zoyan expressed hope that international
sanctions on Iran will be lifted, allowing
Armenia to fully realize the potential of
its relations with the country.

“Our friendship with Iran is very im-
portant. Nothing will undermine this
friendship. I cannot imagine any Arme-
nian government that would not continue
relations with Iran in the same spirit of
brotherhood and neighborliness. At the

same time, of course, there are interna-
tional sanctions, which we have not cir-
cumvented and will never circumvent. We
are very honest with all our internation-
al partners; we do not deceive anyone,
including countries that have sanctions
related to Iran, while regrettably noting
that these sanctions, of course, limit our
trade and economic relations with Iran.
I hope that these sanctions will be lifted,

allowing us to fully realize the potential
of our relations with Iran. Beyond these
restrictions, we have very active economic
relations with Iran, and this will continue,”
Mirzoyan said at the Orbeli Forum 2025.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs added
that Armenia’s relations with Iran are cur-
rently at the level of a de facto strategic
partnership, but there is mutual willing-
ness to make it de jure.
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TRIPP doesn’t envisage U.S. control over infrastructure, reiterates

The agreement on launching TRIPP in
Armenia doesn’t envisage any U.S. control
over the infrastructures that are expected
to be reopened as part of the project, Ar-
menian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
said on Novemberr 5.

Speaking at the Orbeli Forum 2025,
Mirzoyan said that the details of the pro-
ject are under discussion.

“We are negotiating the details. In
my view, there will be some kind of Ar-
menian-American enterprise that will
construct the railway and handle its day-
to-day management. This does not mean
American control over the infrastructure.
All issues related to sovereignty and juris-
diction have been resolved: Armenia will
exercise full sovereign authority over the

Armenian FM

infrastructure, and Armenia’s direct juris-
diction will apply. This has been signed
and made public,” Mirzoyan said, stressing
that precisely this principle that does not
raise concerns for Iran and Russia.

“The American presence in the region
is not new. There are already companies
in Armenia with American participation,
as well as Argentine, French, and Chinese
companies, many of which hold signifi-
cant stakes in key infrastructure. What
we are discussing—the reconstruction of
the railway connecting Armenia and Azer-
baijan—naturally attracts considerable
political attention. It is very positive that a
country like the United States is interested.
This also has an economic component, in
addition to its political significance, and

becomes one of the guarantees of peace.
That is why no concerns have been raised
by official Tehran or Moscow. Both Iran
and the Russian Federation are interested
in this interconnectedness,” the minister
said.

Mirzoyan recalled that there is a rail-
way in Armenian territory that is operated
by a Russian company.

TRIPP is a connectivity project in Ar-
menia envisaged under the U.S.-brokered
Armenian-Azerbaijani join laration
signed in Washington, D.C. The project is
expected to unlock strategic economic op-
portunities, creating long-term benefits by
promoting infrastructure investment and
enhancing regional connectivity. TRIPP is
part of the Crossroads of Peace project.

OC Media: Leaked documents expose Baku’s

0C Media has claimed to have obtained
“leaked documents” showing that Azer-
baijan’s Presidential Administration has
coordinated and funded the international
rollout of the ‘Western Azerbaijan’ nar-
rative — a campaign that claimed to be a
humanitarian association.

Azerbaijani officials have often used
the term “Western Azerbaijan” to refer
to parts of Armenia’s sovereign territory,
prompting Yerevan to reaffirm that no
such entity has ever existed and cannot
exist within Armenia. PM Pashinyan
has rejected the narrative on numerous
occasions.

Leaked documents from the

campaign
Azerbaijani Government, obtained by OC
Media, show that the discourse is closely
coordinated and supported by the Pres-
idential Administration of Azerbaijan,
despite being fronted by the Western
Azerbaijan Community (WAC).

‘The Azerbaijani government seeks to
keep nationalist fervor constantly alive’,
Altay Goyushov, a visiting scholar at Paris
Institute of Political Studies and expert on
the Azerbaijani civic space, told OC Media.
‘It serves as a tool to mobilise public opin-
ion and distract people from social issues
and their deprived rights. Moreover, it acts
as a kind of Damocles’ sword to intimidate
Armenia’.

“Western Azerbaijan’

The documents show that the Presi-
dential Administration directly financed
and supervised the campaign — organis-
ing conferences, hiring communications
consultants, and producing messaging
materials. The names, dates, and contracts
in the files align with publicly available
records. Although the WAC was originally
registered as a refugee initiative in the late
1980s, it remained largely inactive until
2022, when the Azerbaijani government
reactivated it, according to the report.

Neither the WAC nor the Presidential
Administration of Azerbaijan responded
to OC Media’s requests for comment, ac-
cording to the report.

EU expresses readiness to support Armenia-Azerbaijan agreements

EU Special Representative for the
South Caucasus and the crisis in Georgia,
Magdalena Grono, has expressed the EU’s
readiness to support the outcomes of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace summit held
in Washington, D.C., on August 8.

Grono made the remarks during a
meeting with Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Jeyhun Bayramov, in Baku, according to

the Azerbaijani state news agency, Azertac.

During the meeting, discussions fo-
cused on the current state and prospects
of Azerbaijan-EU cooperation, the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan normalization process, as
well as regional and global issues, accord-
ing to Azertac.

Bayramov briefed the EU Special
Representative on the progress of the

Armenia-Azerbaijan peace process, fu-
ture prospects, and Azerbaijan’s position
on the matter, according to the Azertac
news agency.

Special Representative Grono reiter-
ated the EU’s readiness to support the
outcomes achieved during the Washington
summit, according to the report.
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Parliament committee OKs government’s 2026 budget bill

The Parliamentary Committee on Fi-
nancial-Credit and Budgetary Affairs
approved the 2026 state budget bill
presented by the government. The
bill will be debated in the upcoming
plenary session of parliament.

Minister of Finance Vahe Hov-
hannisyan presented the bill to
lawmakers.

The government forecasts that Ar-
menia’s gross domestic product will
reach AMD 11.934 trillion in 2026,
reflecting an economic growth rate
of 5.4%.

“State budget revenues are project-
ed at AMD 3.091 trillion, of which tax
revenues will amount to AMD 2.973 tril-
lion. As a result of improvements in tax

administration, measures to combat the

shadow economy, and other tax policy ini-
tiatives, the tax-to-GDP ratio is expected to
improve by 0.4 percentage points, reach-
ing 24.9% of GDP” Hovhannisyan said.
State budget expenditures for next

year are projected at AMD 3.628 tril-
lion, of which current expenditures will
amount to AMD 2.924 trillion and cap-
ital expenditures to AMD 704 billion.
This will represent 5.9% of GDP. Overall,
expenditures will account for 30.4% of
GDP, down 0.8 percentage points from

the expected 2025 level.”
The deficit is projected at AMD 537

~ billion, or 4.5% of GDP, down 1 percent-

age point from this year’s 5.5% deficit. In
the medium term, the government aims
to reduce the deficit to 2.8% of GDP to
keep the debt-to-GDP ratio at a manage-
able level.
“If our expectations unfold as planned,
the debt-to-GDP ratio will be around 53%,"
Hovhannisyan noted.

Armenia to continue military reforms, including defense procurement,

Armenia will continue defense sector
reforms in line with its needs, including
the acquisition of weapons and military
equipment, Minister of Defense Suren
Papikyan said when asked about defense
spending cuts for 2026.

says minister

“Compared to the budget growth
trends of previous years, the 2026 budget
does not show any deviation, except for
the difference that occurred in 2025, when
our expenditures suddenly increased due
to advanced payments. If we compare
2026 with 2024, it reflects a natural rate
of development,” Papikyan said at a press
briefing.

He emphasized that there is noth-
ing unusual or extraordinary about this.
“Armenia will continue reforms in accord-
ance with its needs, including the procure-
ment of weapons and military equipment.
However, August 8 is an important fact,

and it cannot be ignored by us as an es-
tablished reality. Naturally, it must have its
consequences,” the minister said, referring
to the initialing of the peace treaty with
Azerbaijan.

In 2018, the expenditures of the Arme-
nian state budget for the defense sector
amounted to 245.173 billion AMD; in 2019,
307.983 billion AMD; in 2020, 308.862 bil-
lion AMD; in 2021, 313.123 billion AMD;
in 2022, 346.779 billion AMD; in 2023,
519.523 billion AMD; in 2024, 556.193 bil-
lion AMD; in 2025, 667.052 billion AMD;
and for 2026, the expenditure is planned
at 567.513 billion AMD.

Armenia Debuts at A+A 2025 International Trade Fair in Diisseldorf

Armenia is taking part for the first
time in the world’s leading trade fair for
occupational safety, health, and workplace
security — A+A 2025, being held in Diis-
seldorf, Germany, from November 4 to 7.

Armenia’s participation is organized
under a national pavilion supported by
the Ministry of Economy of the Republic
of Armenia and the International Trade
Centre (ITC) within the EU-funded pro-
ject “Building Sustainable Apparel and
Agribusiness Value Chains in Armenia.”

The Armenian pavilion showcases the

products of eight domestic companies
specializing in the production of workwear
and protective clothing.

Through their participation, the com-
panies aim not only to present Armeni-
an-made products on the international
stage and expand export opportunities,
but also to explore innovative solutions,
gain insights into global market trends,
and establish new business partnerships
with international firms — paving the way
for long-term cooperation.

Last year, the prestigious event brought

together over 2,000 exhibitors from 58
countries and more than 62,000 visitors
from 141 countries. Similar high-level
participation is expected again this year.
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UAE seeks to deepen cooperation with Armenia in various sectors, says
TRENDS Research and Advisory expert

Abdulaziz AlShehhi, Senior researcher
and Deputy Head of Research Sector at
Abu Dhabi’s TRENDS Research and Ad-
visory, believes that there are numerous
areas in which the United Arab Emir-
ates seeks to deepen cooperation with
Armenia.

In an interview with Armenpress dur-
ing the Orbeli Forum 2025: Building Peace
and Multilateral Cooperation in Yerevan,
Abdulaziz AlShehhi spoke about the level
of relations between Armenia and the UAE.

According to the expert, the level of

relations between Armenia and the United
Arab Emirates has undoubtedly seen sig-
nificant growth over the past few years. In
the economic sphere alone, for example,
trade between the UAE and Armenia quad-
rupled in 2023, demonstrating the coun-
tries’ strong commitment to their shared
friendship and cooperative relations.
“The UAE views Armenia as a key lo-
cation in the South Caucasus region. We
believe it can be more than just a transit
country; it is also a crossroads of cultures.
That is why we value our friendship with

Armenia,” he said.

He pointed out green energy and agri-
culture as areas with stronger cooperation
potential between the two countries.

“In general, there are many areas in
which the UAE wants and is interested in
cooperating with the Republic of Arme-
nia. We believe there are sectors where
cooperation between the two countries
will develop in the near future,” the ex-
pert noted.

Russia announces more grain shipments to Armenia via Azerbaijan

Russia announced that it will send
another 132 wagons of wheat via rail to
Armenia through Azerbaijani and Geor-
gian territories.

“By the end of January 2026, an addi-
tional 132 wagons of wheat are planned to
be shipped along this route. The possibil-
ity of transporting other types of cargo is
also being studied,” the TASS news agency
quoted the Russian Transport Ministry as

saying in a statement after the first train in
decades arrived in Armenia via Azerbaijan.
The train, carrying 1000 tons of wheat (15
wagons) passed through Azerbaijan, then
Georgia into Armenia.

Armenia and Azerbaijan have lifted
all restrictions on the transit shipment of
goods to each other following the U.S.-bro-
kered peace summit on August 8. The first
of these shipments consists of Russian and

Kazakh grain cargoes, with the latter also
expected to arrive soon via Azerbaijan
and Georgia.

Commenting on the train’s arrival, the
Armenian Prime Minister’s Office said
it represents one of the practical imple-
mentations of the agreements reached in
Washington, contributing to the institu-
tionalization of peace between Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

Armenian, Indian officials discuss cooperation in defense industry

First Deputy Minister of High-Tech In-
dustry Gevorg Mantashyan and Chairman
of the Military Industry Committee Aram
Jivanyan held a meeting with a delegation
led by Amit Satija, Joint Secretary in the
Department of Defense Production at the
Indian Ministry of Defense.

During the meeting, the parties dis-
cussed possibilities for cooperation in the
defense industry, highlighting areas of
mutual strategic interest, the Armenian

Ministry of High-Tech Industry said in a
readout.

At the same time, they explored ways
to promote business ties between defense
companies from both countries and to
develop practical collaboration.

In concluding the meeting, both sides
emphasized the importance of imple-
menting joint research programs and
the opportunities to enhance production
potential.

Economy Ministry plans to spend over 10 billion AMD to boost

For 2026, out of the AMD 74.5 billion
budget allocated to the Ministry of Econ-
omy, AMD 39.4 billion will be spent on
agriculture, Minister of Economy Gevorg
Papoyan told lawmakers on Tuesday. 10.1
billion is allocated specifically for agricul-
tural promotion.

“The majority of the Ministry of

agriculture next year

Economy’s 2026 budget—AMD 39.4 bil-
lion—is allocated for the implementation
of five programs in the agricultural sector.
Overall, our budget is AMD 74.5 billion, of
which AMD 39.4 billion is earmarked for
agriculture. AMD 10.1 billion is allocated
specifically for agricultural promotion,”
the minister said at a joint committee

meeting in parliament on the 2026 state
budget bill.

In particular, AMD 5.3 billion will go
toward the implementation of four large
investment projects carried over from
previous years in the livestock sector,
including the construction of two large
poultry farms, one pig farm, and one major
breeding farm.
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New horizons are opening for peaceful and sustainable development in
South Caucasus — Secretary Grlgoryan at CIS meeting

Secretary of the Security Coun-
cil of Armenia, Armen Grigoryan,
participated in the 13th meeting
of the CIS Security Council Secre-
taries held in Moscow.

Secretary Grigoryan delivered
a speech at the event.

Below is the transcript of his
speech published by his office:

“First of all, allow me to thank
the Russian side, and in particu-
lar Mr. Sergey Kuzhugetovich
[Shoigu], for organizing this im-
portant meeting at a high level. Its
purpose is to discuss fundamental issues
related to the security, stability, and future
development of our region and of the en-
tire CIS area.

For more than three decades, the
Commonwealth of Independent States
has served as an important platform for
dialogue, cooperation, and mutual assis-
tance among our countries. Over these
years, the CIS has played a significant role
in strengthening mutual understanding,
coordinating efforts in the field of security,
and promoting economic and humanitar-
ian cooperation.

In the context of contemporary chal-
lenges and a rapidly changing external
environment, our regions are facing the
need to ensure stability, build trust, and
promote mutually beneficial cooperation.
In this regard, meetings of the Secretaries
of the Security Council of the CIS member
states provide an opportunity to develop
strategic approaches aimed at protecting
the interests of our peoples and ensuring
the development of our states.

For Armenia, the dialogue within the
CIS framework has special significance as
a platform for discussing issues of security,
connectivity, and sustainable development.
This platform enables us to develop joint
mechanisms aimed at strengthening peace
and trust, as well as addressing issues that
require collective approaches and mutual
understanding.

The South Caucasus region is un-
doubtedly going through a period of sig-
nificant transformation — at political,

infrastructural, and conceptual levels. I
would like to particularly highlight the
historic event that took place on August 8,
2025, at the White House, where a meeting
was held between the Prime Minister of
Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, the President
of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, and the Pres-
ident of the United States, Donald Trump.

As a result of the Washington Agree-
ment, peace has been established in the
South Caucasus, and we are now working
toward the institutionalization of peace
with Azerbaijan. One of the key compo-
nents of this institutionalization is the
signing and ratification of a Peace Treaty
by the two countries. Another important
component is the unblocking of commu-
nications, which will create economic in-
terdependence in the region and, in turn,
strengthen peace.

The signing of the joint declaration
confirming Armenia and Azerbaijan’s com-
mitment to peace and normalization of re-
lations has become a crucial milestone on
the path toward our long-awaited peace.
We have once again reaffirmed our com-
mitment to the principles of sovereignty
and territorial integrity.

The 1991 Alma-Ata Declaration, which
is the founding document of the CIS, has
also played a pivotal role in shaping the
foundations of the current process. On
this basis, we continue to build our co-
operation. It is important to emphasize
that, even in the current context, we must
rely on these fundamental principles —
just as Armenia and Azerbaijan do today,

respecting each other’s territo-
rial integrity on the basis of the
Alma-Ata Declaration.

Today, as the South Caucasus
gradually frees itself from the
heavy legacy of military con-
flicts and shifts from a logic of
confrontation to one of cooper-
ation, new horizons are open-
ing for peaceful and sustainable
development.

I would like to particu-
larly highlight the agreement
reached within the framework
of the Washington Agreement regarding
the opening of communications, as well
as the TRIPP initiative — Trump Route
for International Peace and Prosperity.
Armenia is currently actively discussing
the details of the TRIPP program with
the United States, and in the near future,
we will be able to move toward practical
implementation.

This project is unique in its scale and
significance, as it is aimed at creating con-
ditions in which transport and communi-
cation routes will be used not as tools of
competition but as spaces for cooperation
and mutual prosperity. We view this initi-
ative not only as a positive development
in the field of infrastructure but also as an
important contribution to the strengthen-
ing of humanitarian ties and mutual trust.

One of the most important compo-
nents of this process is the unblocking
of transport and communication routes
— not merely an infrastructural task, but
a strategic step toward ensuring long-
term stability and security. This is par-
ticularly important since Armenia and
the neighboring countries possess great
development potential, and the unblock-
ing of communication routes gives us the
opportunity to achieve more than just im-
proved connectivity.

In this new phase, inclusivity among all
parties is becoming one of the key factors.
Within the TRIPP program, we strive to
create an environment of genuine coopera-
tion and mutual benefit. The program aims

to build connections not < Dage 9
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Armenian authorities publish EU Visa Liberalization Action Plan

The Armenian Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs has released a brief overview of the
EU-Armenia Visa Liberalization Action
Plan, which was handed over to Armenia
on November 5.

The plan includes 74 benchmarks, di-
vided into four main directions. Below is
a brief overview.

Document security, including a bi-
ometric system,

Comprehensive management of bor-
ders, migration, and asylum,

Public order and security, including
combating organized crime, trafficking,
drug trafficking, and corruption,

Foreign relations and fundamental
rights

The evaluation will be carried out in
a two-tier format:

e Formation of the legal and
political framework

e Practical implementation and
application

The action plan identifies the following
priority areas:

Comprehensive document security
ecosystem

Issuance of next-generation biometric
passports,

overview

Strengthening identity verification
mechanism

Review of Armenian citizenship
legislation
Integrated border management
Improving border checks and controls,
Strengthening data exchange and
cooperation,
Implementing effective risk analysis
and profiling mechanisms,

Capacity building of border personnel

Reinforcement of return and reinte-
gration systems

Strengthening readmission and rein-
tegration mechanisms,

Establishing effective return proce-
dures for third-country nationals with
irregular status in Armenia

Improvement of internal security
systems

Adopting and implementing strategies
for crime prevention and control,

Enhancing the efficiency of law en-
forcement agencies

Strengthening the fight against
corruption

Effective implementation of anti-cor-
ruption strategies,

Expanding preventive and investigative

tools

Strengthening and enforcing
non-discrimination legislation by en-
suring universal equality

Alignment of personal data protection
systems with EU standards

Deepening information exchange
and cooperation with EU bodies, in-
cluding Europol and the EU’s border
and coast guard agency, Frontex

Raising public awareness

Providing accurate information
about the visa liberalization pro-
cess, obligations, and limitations,
Preventing the spread of misinformation,

Strengthening human rights
protection

Ensuring the rights of ref-
ugees and asylum seekers,
Improving protection mechanisms for
vulnerable groups,

If the process is positively evaluated,
Armenian citizens will gain the ability to
travel to European Union countries with-
out a visa. Under this regime, Armenian
citizens holding biometric passports will
be able to enter the Schengen Area for
short-term visits without a visa. This will
apply to Type C short-term Schengen visas,
allowing up to 90 days of stay within any
180-day period.

only between Armenia
and Azerbaijan but also
with other CIS countries, ensuring the in-
tegration of Armenia’s transport routes
into wider networks, including across
the Eurasian space. This opens new op-
portunities for trade, logistics, and the
movement of people while strengthening
interdependence — an essential factor for
lasting security.

Following the signing of the August
8 Agreement, efforts have been made to
enhance contacts between the civil so-
cieties of Armenia and Azerbaijan. For

page 8=mm

example, on October 21-22, a delegation
representing Azerbaijan’s civil society
visited Yerevan, aiming to deepen com-
munication between the two societies.
We are confident that such exchanges
should continue and expand to include
new sectors, thereby contributing to the
preservation and strengthening of peace.

Thus, the unblocking of communi-
cations and initiatives such as TRIPP —
alongside the development of people to
people ties, the activation of dialogue, and
the institutionalization of peace — are
fundamental elements that make stability

irreversible and lay the foundation for
the prosperity of the entire region. We
remain open to dialogue, ready to work in
a spirit of mutual respect, and committed
to ensuring that our cooperation not only
delivers tangible results but also becomes
an example for other regions that have yet
to embark on this path.

[ am confident that today’s meeting
will become an important step toward
building a more peaceful, interconnected,
and secure region that serves the well-be-
ing of all the peoples and states within the
Commonwealth of Independent States.”
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Rasmussen calls for full activation of EU Global Gateway to support

Armenia’s Crossroads of Pe

The Crossroads of Peace Conference
- organized by Rasmussen Global, an in-
ternational political consultancy founded
by former NATO Secretary General and
former Danish Prime Minister Anders
Fogh Rasmussen, was held in Brussels.

The purpose of the conference was
to garner international support for the
‘Crossroads of Peace’ initiative, presented
by the Armenian government, aimed at
strengthening peace in the South Caucasus
through economic interconnectedness.

Armen Grigoryan, the Secretary of the
Security Council of Armenia, was among
the participants of the conference.

Anders Fogh Rasmussen delivered
remarks.

He emphasized that U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s efforts for peace have created
an opportunity that must be seized. He
called on Europe to step up — to play a
role in bringing about a sustainable peace
and in supporting projects that create
good jobs and real prosperity for people
throughout the South Caucasus.

“Armenia is a democratic bright spot
in a difficult neighbourhood,” Rasmussen
said.

“It's a country that has made important
progress — strengthening its democracy,
growing its economy, and diversifying its
foreign policy — moving away from Russia

and towards Europe.

Since I left NATO, [ have been working
to strengthen our alliance of democracies
— in Ukraine, in Asia, and across Europe.
And I am very proud to support those
stronger ties with a thriving democracy
in Armenia.

So, Mr. Secretary — Armen — I'm glad
to welcome you back to Brussels. We are
meeting today at an important moment:
for Armenia, for Azerbaijan, and for
Europe.

President Trump’s efforts for peace
have created an opening — an oppor-
tunity that must be seized. Peace in the
South Caucasus is within reach. A peace
agreement, already backed by Armenia,
could bring a new era of prosperity for
both Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Nvidia’s $1.5 billion investment in Ar-
menia shows what is possible if peace is
secured.

[ have visited Armenia on several oc-
casions. My most recent visit was this
spring, where I met with Prime Minister
Pashinyan, as well as with civic leaders and
staff from the EU Monitoring Mission in
Armenia. I have seen the desire for peace
— not only from political leaders, but from
the people of Armenia. They are ready to
turn the page on conflict.

The desire for peace is not confined by
borders. And I have no doubt that ordinary

ace

Azeris want the same thing. The challenge
now is for Europe to step up — to play a
role in bringing about a sustainable peace
and in supporting projects that create
good jobs and real prosperity for people
throughout the South Caucasus.

The Trump Route for International
Peace and Prosperity is one example.
And most importantly, the Crossroads of
Peace must be at the top of that list. Roads,
bridges, improved border crossings, rail-
ways — these are projects that will boost
trade, improve connectivity, support peace
between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and
support the normalization of relations
between Armenia and Tiirkiye.

These should be priorities for Europe.
Europe has long called for them. And that
is why the EU’s Global Gateway should be
activated — in full force — to support the
Crossroads of Peace.

Because these projects will have a
benefit for Europe as well. They will
create new economic opportunities and
strengthen the cause of peace in our im-
mediate neighbourhood. They will help
to strengthen the cause of democracy in
Armenia and help to lessen Russia’s influ-
ence in a critical region. They will create
new trade routes for our businesses —
opening up the road to new ties with India.
And they will help reinforce for ordinary
people — in Armenia, in Tiirkiye, and in
Azerbaijan — that deeper ties with Europe
mean more prosperity for them and their
communities.

Ladies and gentlemen, [ want to thank
you all for being here — for playing a part
in these important discussions. Peace in
the South Caucasus is within reach, and
[ hope that Azerbaijan agrees to it soon.

But to make peace last, we must
strengthen economic ties — within the
South Caucasus and between the region
and Europe. That is what this conference
is about: peace, prosperity, and how we
can achieve it together,” Rasmussen said.

Secretary of the Security Council of
Armenia Armen Grigoryan stated that
the Crossroads of

Peace is not merely an g page 11
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infrastructure initiative; it

page 10 = is a vision of connectivity,

interdependence, and co-

operation—both within the region and
beyond its borders.

Grigoryan also recalled the Joint Decla-
ration signed in Washington on August 8,
2025, by the leaders of Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, and the United States. He said this was
a historic event that laid the foundation
for peace and prosperity and marked a
decisive step toward the opening of the
region.

According to him, lasting peace is pos-
sible only when it is accompanied by mu-
tual economic interests and political will.

Gert Jan Koopman, Director-General
of the Neighbourhood and Enlargement
Negotiations at the European Commission,
EU Special Representative for the South
Caucasus and the crisis in Georgia, Mag-
dalena Grono and other officials, including
from Armenia, attended the event.

The speakers addressed Armenia’s
democratic progress and the European
Union’s role in the peace process between
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The conference also touched upon
Armenia’s technological progress, em-
phasizing that innovation can become
the cornerstone of sustainable regional
development.

In response to a question from Armen-
press regarding Tiirkiye’s role in the peace
process between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
panel participants concurred that there
is noticeable new energy and a new ap-
proach in the region.

Tiirkiye is attempting to find its con-
structive role in the process, while EU
member states should engage more ac-
tively with Ankara to explain that this is
a unique opportunity for cooperation,
which Tiirkiye should seize, according to
the speakers.

Leading UAE think-tank expert highlights significance of Armenian-
Azerbaijani accords beyond region

Aleading UAE think-tank expert has
highlighted the significance of the U.S.-bro-
kered Armenian-Azerbaijani accords for
the entire region and beyond.

“We view even the initialing of the
peace agreement as progress,” Abdu-laziz
A 1- Shehhi, Senior researcher and Deputy
Head of Research Sector at Abu Dhabi’s
TRENDS Research and Advisory, told Ar-
menpress during Orbeli Forum 2025.

“This is a positive step not only for Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, but for the entire
region. The South Caucasus has untapped
potential, which can only be realized if all
parties move toward peace. We under-
stand that the South Caucasus has experi-
enced periods of conflict numerous times
— since 1988, in 2020, and in 2023. The
region has faced many difficulties that
can slow down any regional development.
The UAE has supported this peace from
day one, and we are looking forward to
its finalization, because the only way the
region can stand together as a whole is
through peace and becoming a unified
economic zone. Now we see that the sit-
uation is undoubtedly better than it has
been over the past three years. This is a
necessary step for political and economic
stability,” the expert said.

Commenting on the significance of the
unblocking of regional routes - TRIPP pro-
ject and Crossroads of Peace project - the

| -
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UAE expert said that these connectivity
links are of key importance not just for the
South Caucasus, but for countries beyond
the region.

“Undoubtedly, the opening of the
border is a necessary step in the peace
process. It demonstrates faith and trust,
showing that all parties have reached an
agreement. As for the communication
routes, they will create a mutually ben-
eficial situation based on agreed-upon
rules. This is important not only for the
Gulf countries, but also for routes from
the Far East and Central Asia to the South
Caucasus, and from the South Caucasus to
Europe and the Middle East,” the expert
emphasized.

According to him, the South Caucasus
has the potential to become an economic
zone, which will only happen if all parties
reach an agreement on peace by opening
their borders.

Asked about the potential benefits of

15 /
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unblocking communication routes in the
South Caucasus for countries such as the
United Arab Emirates, Abdulaziz AlShehhi
emphasized that his country has always
pursued a policy of diversifying partners,
building friendships, and making invest-
ments wherever possible.

“Currently, the UAE views the South
Caucasus not only as a friendly region,
but also as a place where mutually ben-
eficial opportunities can be created. For
the UAE, the uninterrupted operation of
these transport routes is of primary im-
portance. No country, including the UAE,
will make investments if they do not yield
profit in the future. There is potential here,
economic benefits, but for investments to
happen, there must be peace,” the expert
emphasized.

TRIPP is a connectivity project in Ar-
menia envisaged under the U.S.-brokered
Armenian-Azerbaijani join lar
signed in Washington, D.C. The project is
expected to unlock strategic economic op-
portunities, creating long-term benefits by
promoting infrastructure investment and
enhancing regional connectivity. TRIPP
is part of the Crossroads of Peace project.

Published by Armenpress, orig-

inal at https://armenpress.am/en/
rticle/1234147
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Armenia fully supports New Democratic Pact for Europe

COLNCIL OF FUROPE

Armenian Minister of Education,
Science, Culture and Sport Zhanna An-
dreasyan delivered remarks at the World
Forum for Democracy 2025 in Strasbourg.

In her speech, Andreasyan stressed
that for Armenia, democracy is not an im-
ported political value system, but a deeply
rooted civilizational choice.

She said that Armenia fully supports
the New Democratic Pact for Europe.

Below is the full transcript of the min-
ister’s speech:

“Distinguished Colleagues,

Dear Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the organizers of the 13th
edition of the World Forum for bringing us
together within the framework of the glob-
al dialogue on the future of democracy.

Today, when democracy faces serious
challenges across different parts of the
world - when public trust in sustainable
development, in systems of governance,
in the media, and even within societies
themselves is often undermined - it is
more necessary than ever to return to the
values that make democracy meaningful
and tangible for people.

In this very context, the initiative of the
Secretary General - the New Democratic
Pact is more than timely and important,
and the Armenian Government fully sup-
ports it. It is noteworthy that Learning and
Practicing Democracy is the first pillar of
the Pact highlighting the importance of en-
suring equal opportunities for democratic
participation and access to rights for all

through supporting formal and non-formal
education initiatives that equip European
citizens, especially young people.

While looking ahead, it is essential to
look through the history and identify the
existing best practices the democratic fu-
ture can be built on. Refraining from any
attempt of falsification and misinterpre-
tation of our common history can foster
an environment where history education
bridges cultures rather than divides them.
This is successfully carried out by the
Observatory on the History Teaching in
Europe and Armenia firmly supports its
mission to promote quality education in
order to enhance the understanding of
democratic culture.

It is precisely here that culture, cultural
dialogue, cultural tolerance, and mutual
respect for expressions of cultural identity
assume a primary role.

For Armenia, democracy is not an im-
ported political value system, but a deeply
rooted civilizational choice. At the core of
our state policy lies the vision of building
a society endowed with a strong sense of
civic responsibility - one that is grounded
in human dignity, creative freedom, and
inclusiveness. In other words, a society
for which freedom means the ability to
think, to create, and to respect. And it is
in this dimension that culture becomes a
genuine instrument of democracy.

Democracy begins at the moment
when individuals are given the oppor-
tunity to freely express their thoughts
- through speech, through art, through
language, and through creative action. By

protecting and promoting the freedom of
cultural self-expression, by supporting
creativity and manifestations of cultural
diversity, we are in fact protecting democ-
racy itself.

Ensuring such guarantees and specific
legal mechanisms within the framework of
state cultural policy is an investment not
only in sustainable economic development
but also in the public consciousness.

In Armenia, cultural policy is aimed
not only at the preservation and unbroken
transmission of cultural heritage to future
generations, but also at the development
of new cultural forms that reflect the
values and perceptions of contemporary
society.

In recent years, we have taken concrete
steps to create an open and inclusive cul-
tural environment. Our main approach
to cultural policy is that culture must be
decentralized, and equal opportunities
for participation in cultural life must be
provided not only in the major cities of
the Republic but also in all communities.

In numerous communities, open cul-
tural spaces have been established for
art, music, exhibitions, and cultural and
artistic educational projects. These spac-
es bring together artists, young people,
community members, local authorities,
and international partners.

Particular attention is given to com-
munity-based cultural projects that en-
courage residents’ active participation in
shaping local cultural life.

Museums, cultural centers, and librar-
ies are being transformed into public spac-
es where open discussions, art classes,
educational programs, seminars, and other
joint initiatives take place. These projects
- often born from civic initiatives - demon-
strate that culture can be a language of
peace and solidarity.

Armenia strives to create an envi-
ronment where creativity is regarded as
a public value and as a driving force of
democracy. We support the creative in-
dustries - design, filmmaking, digital arts,
new media, and other sectors - that enable
young people to engage in global cultural
cooperation without losing their sense of
identity. This approach simultaneously
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protects cultural diversity and shapes
an economically sustainable creative
environment.

Culture is also education - not mere-
ly the transmission of knowledge, but a
process of self-discovery. When schools
and universities cooperate with cultural
institutions, when young people have the
opportunity to participate in art programs,
a generation is formed that thinks freely,
looks critically, refuses to conform, and
continually strives for a better and more
dignified life. That generation is the most
valuable guardian of democracy.

Democracy cannot survive without
trust. And trust cannot be built through
laws alone - it is cultivated through mu-
tual understanding, shared creativity, and
common values. Those values are shaped
through culture. Therefore, cultural policy
must be viewed not as an accessory, but as
a fundamental instrument for rebuilding
social connections, strengthening educa-
tion, and reinforcing civic responsibility.

We are convinced that the culture of
every nation is part of the world’s po-
lyphony. And only when all voices are
heard - large and small, renowned and
still unknown - does democracy gain its
true meaning,.

Armenia actively participates in inter-
national cultural initiatives and forums.
In particular, Armenia is involved in the
Council of Europe’s Cultural Routes pro-
gram, whose 15th Advisory Forum will be

held in Armenia in 2026.

For almost two decades, Armenia has
joined the European Heritage Days initia-
tive, carried out under the motto “Europe:
A Common Heritage” of the Council of Eu-
rope and the European Union.

[ am pleased to inform you that the
“Cultural Crossroads: Yerevan Interna-
tional Conference”, dedicated to 20th
Anniversary of the UNESCO Convention
on the protection and promotion of the
diversity of cultural expressions will take
place from 26 to 28 November 2025 in
Yerevan. During the Conference is planned
to adopt a Declaration on Achieving Sus-
tainable Peace through Cultural Diversity.

This declaration emphasizes that cul-
tural diversity is a vital part of humanity’s
heritage, fostering dialogue, education,
peace, and mutual understanding among
nations and peoples. It pledges to protect
and promote cultural diversity through
cooperation between governments, civ-
il society, and creative sectors, ensuring
equal cultural opportunities, respect for
traditions, and support for artists and in-
novation. Finally, it commits to using cul-
ture as a bridge for peace and sustainable
development, advancing tolerance, digital
inclusion, and long-term cultural policies
for the benefit of all communities.

In addition to the UNESCO and Council
of Europe cultural conventions, Armenia
ratified in 2012 the Council of Europe
Framework Convention on the Value of

Cultural Heritage for Society (the Faro
Convention), which broadly addresses
the right to cultural heritage as an integral
part of the right to participate in cultural
life and education - placing it among the
fundamental human rights and freedoms.

Democracy cannot exist without public
trust. And culture is precisely the domain
where people learn to listen to one an-
other, to accept difference as a value, and
to transform diversity into cooperation.

In this context, special mention should
be made of the Yerevan Book Festival,
which has been organized for eight years
and has become one of the key events in
Armenia’s cultural calendar - uniting writ-
ers, publishers, artists, educational institu-
tions, and the reading public. The Yerevan
Book Festival has become a platform of
cultural democracy, where free speech,
the exchange of ideas, and creative self-ex-
pression foster public trust and solidarity.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Democracy requires the courage to
listen, the patience to understand, and the
creativity to unite. We believe that these
three values can shape a more peaceful,
just, and humane world.

Armenia stands ready to share its ex-
perience, to learn from others, and to con-
tinue cooperation for the sake of a world
where culture is not a luxury, but a vital
condition for democracy.

Thank you!”

Armenia fully complies with all arbitration obligations — official

Armenia is fully complying with its
international obligations in the ENA case
and other arbitration proceedings, Arme-
nia’s Representative on International Legal
Matters, Karen Andreasyan, told reporters
on November 5.

Andreasyan emphasized that he cannot
disclose any details regarding arbitration
disputes because this is prohibited by the

rules of international arbitration. Accord-
ing to him, such publicity could harm Ar-
menia’s interests.

“The Republic of Armenia is fulfilling
all its international obligations in all arbi-
tration disputes. I ask you not to request
further details at this time, because this
is prohibited by the rules of internation-
al arbitration,” Andreasyan stated when
asked on the matter.

The Armenian parliament approved
earlier this year a bill allowing the govern-
ment to temporarily take over the man-
agement of Electric Networks of Armenia
(ENA) before nationalizing the company
or changing its owner. The Armenian
government accused ENA executives of

mismanagement, stating that it had nearly
triggered an energy crisis in the country.
ENA has denied these accusations. The
government appointed a provisional ad-
ministrator in the company.

ENA, owned by billionaire tycoon Sam-
vel Karapetyan’s Tashir Group,filed an in-
ternational arbitration against the gov-
ernment at the SCC Arbitration Institute,
which ruled that the government must
suspend all actions aimed at nationalizing
it. The government responded by saying
that the scope of the issues (dispute) ex-
amined in the emergency proceedings is
different from the objectives of appointing
a provisional administrator and the scope
of actions to be carried out by him.
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Armenia prepares to host Francophone Games with great responsibility,

Minister of Education, Science, Cul-
ture and Sport Zhanna Andreasyan has
met with International Organisation of
La Francophonie (OIF) Representative for
Central and Eastern Europe Eric Poppe,
the ministry reported.

Andreasyan highly valued the effective
cooperation established with the Interna-
tional Organization of La Francophonie
(OIF) and emphasized Armenia’s active
participation in the organization’s initi-
atives. The Minister noted that Armenia
is preparing with great responsibility
and readiness to host the 10th Franco-
phonie Games (Jeux de la Francophonie)

says minister

in 2027, viewing the event not only as a
major sports tournament but also as a
cultural bridge between the Francophone
community and Armenia.

Andreasyan informed that a delegation
headed by Arayik Harutyunyan, Chief of
Staff to the Prime Minister’s Office, and
President of the National Committee for
the Francophonie Games, had meetings in
Paris with OIF leadership. The delegation
also studied the experience of organizing
the Paris 2024 Olympic Games, which will
be useful in planning and holding the 10th
Francophonie Games in 2027.

Eric Poppe expressed gratitude for the
warm reception and highly valued the co-
operation established with Armenia. He
emphasized that the Francophonie Games
will be held for the first time in a country
where French is not an official language.
According to him, this presents a signifi-
cant opportunity to promote Francophone
values and deepen intercultural dialogue.
Poppe also stressed the importance of
involving French-speaking volunteers in

the organizational process and noted that
the OIF continues to implement several
teacher mobility and exchange programs.

In turn, Minister Andreasyan under-
lined that hosting the Francophonie Games
is an important step in promoting French
language education and the Francophone
values of peace, democracy, humanism,
and diversity. She noted that students from
the French University in Armenia (UFAR),
Yerevan Brusov State University of Lan-
guages and Social Sciences, Yerevan State
University, as well as pupils from several
French-language high schools, are already
involved in the preparation process. The
Minister added that opportunities are also
being considered for the participation of
French-speaking Armenian youth from
the diaspora.

During the meeting, the parties also
discussed the sports component of the
Games, including the necessary infra-
structure for holding the competitions
and other organizational issues.

No decision to withdraw int’l lawsuits against Azerbaijan, says

Armenia’s Representative on Interna-
tional Legal Matters, Karen Andreasyan,
said on Wednesday that the country isn’t
discussing the withdrawal of lawsuits filed
against Azerbaijan in international courts.

The initialed peace treaty between the
two countries envisages that the parties
shall “withdraw, dismiss or otherwise set-
tle” interstate proceedings filed against
each other within one month of the trea-
ty’s entry into force.

Andreasyan was asked to comment.

“Neither under my predecessor nor
during my tenure has any lawsuit been
withdrawn, and there is no such discus-
sion. If anything like that happens, you will
definitely be informed about it. [ represent
the Republic of Armenia in all judicial dis-
putes — whether it is an interstate case
with Azerbaijan, an arbitration proceed-
ing, or a case before the European Court
of Human Rights. This is a great honor
for me, and I defend Armenia’s interests

Armenia’s representative

in the way that is necessary for our coun-
try, so that our citizens and their children
do not suffer additional financial losses,”
Andreasyan told reporters.

In response to a journalist’s remark
that the peace agreement initialed in
Washington contains a clause requiring
both sides to withdraw their lawsuits
against each other from international
courts once the agreement enters into
force, Andreasyan replied:

“I have reviewed the entire package.
[Ex-representative] Mr. Yeghishe Kirako-
syan did not receive, and our office has
not received, any proposal to withdraw
from any lawsuit. If the Republic of Ar-
menia — whether the Government, the
National Assembly, or the Constitutional
Court — ever decides to ratify an agree-
ment that provides for the termination of
legal proceedings, you will learn about it
before I do. After that, together we will un-
derstand what legal steps are necessary,’

said Andreasyan.

Andreasyan emphasized that Armenia
continues to consistently defend its inter-
ests in international platforms and that
there are no preconditions or grounds
for abandoning any judicial proceedings.

Article 15 of the initialed Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan peace agreement stipu-
lates: “Without prejudice to Article XIV,
the Parties shall withdraw, dismiss, or
otherwise settle any and all interstate
claims, complaints, protests, objections,
proceedings, and disputes related to the
issues existed between the Parties before
the signing of this Agreement in any legal
forum within one month from the date
of entry into force of this Agreement and
shall not initiate such claims, complaints,
protests, objections, proceedings, and shall
not be involved in any manner into such
claims, complaints, protests, objections,
proceedings initiated against the other
Party by any third-party.”

11 November #39(1534)+2025

Previous

www.nt.am

The Noyan Tapan Highlights


https://armenpress.am/en/article/1226978

SOCIETY

15

2025 Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity Awarded to Dr. Jamal

Press release by Aurora Humanitari-
an Initiative

The Aurora Humanitarian Initiative
announced Thursday evening that Dr.
Jamal Eltaeb has been named the 2025
Aurora Prize Laureate. The $1 million
Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity
honors individuals who risk their lives to
save others. This year, Aurora recognizes
Dr. Eltaeb’s extraordinary courage and
steadfast dedication to providing care for
those trapped in conflict.

Amid Sudan’s devastating civil war and
the near-total collapse of the country’s
health system, Dr. Eltaeb has kept Al Nao
Hospital in Omdurman operating as one
of the last functioning referral hospitals
in greater Khartoum—a testament to his
resilience and leadership under fire.

“Growing up, I saw how fragile life can
be and how much difference one person’s
care and knowledge can make. I wanted
to be a doctor because | wanted to serve
people in their most vulnerable moments,”
Dr. Eltaeb said. “The Aurora Prize encour-
ages doctors, teachers, humanitarians,
and ordinary people everywhere to keep
going, knowing that their effort matters.
Itis a reminder that one person’s courage
can inspire change and that compassion
has the power to heal. Even the smallest
act of kindness can bring hope.”

“At a time when indifference is spread-
ing and compassion under siege, Dr. Eltaeb

Eltaeb

stands as living proof that humanity is
not lost,” said Noubar Afeyan, Co-Found-
er and Chair of the Board of Directors of
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and
Founder and CEO of Flagship Pioneering.
“In a world where the ‘inhumanitarians’
too often dominate the headlines, Dr. El-
taeb reminds us that the humanitarian
spirit endures—and that each of us has a
responsibility to keep it alive.”

The 2025 Laureate was announced at
the Aurora Prize Ceremony held on Ellis
Island, a symbol of refuge and renewal,
marking ten years of Aurora’s global effort
to highlight grassroots humanitarians.

Dr. Eltaeb was selected through a pro-
cess that considered more than 800 nom-
inations. As the 2025 Aurora Prize Laure-
ate, he will receive a $1 million award to
expand his work and also support other
local leaders and grassroots organizations
assisting communities in need.

“In the face of unimaginable danger
and deprivation, Dr. Eltaeb has shown
what true humanitarian leadership looks
like,” said Lord Ara Darzi, Chair of the Au-
rora Prize Selection Committee and Co-Di-
rector of the Institute of Global Health
Innovation at Imperial College London.
“Aurora is honored to support his mission
and to spotlight the resilience of those
enduring conflict. Dr. Eltaeb’s selflessness
reminds us that even amid war, humanity
can prevail.”

Since the conflict escalated in Sudan

in April 2023, Dr. Eltaeb has navigated
repeated bombardments, collapsing in-
frastructure, and the acute shortages of
electricity and medical supplies, includ-
ing anesthesia, ensuring that hundreds
of wounded, displaced and critically ill
patients continue to receive care. Under
his leadership, Al Nao Hospital has become
a lifeline for the community, embodying
resilience, solidarity, and unwavering
dedication to saving lives under the most
challenging conditions.

“Dr. Eltaeb embodies the principle of
refusing indifference,” said Chelsea Clin-
ton, Aurora Prize Selection Committee
member and Vice Chair of the Clinton
Foundation and Clinton Health Access
Initiative. “His commitment to humanity
lies not only in saving lives but in sus-
taining a community’s critical thread of
dignity and care during one of Sudan’s
most devastating conflicts.”

The Ceremony also recognized out-
standing 2025 Aurora Humanitarians,
Sally Becker, Dr. Zouhair Lahna, and Dr.
Jill Seaman, and honored philanthropists
who exemplify the Aurora’s core value of
‘Gratitude in Action:” Henrietta H. Fore,
Graca Machel, Michael Milken, and David
Rubenstein.

Celebrating a decade of impact in 2025,
the Aurora Prize of Awakening Humanity
is a flagship program of the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative, founded on behalf
of the survivors of the Armenian Genocide
and in gratitude to their saviors. Aurora
amplifies the voices of those on the front
lines of humanity’s crises and provides the
resources to help them scale their impact
through Gratitude in Action. Rooted in
the belief that there is a human in every
humanitarian and a humanitarian in every
human, Aurora inspires people worldwide
to act with courage and kindness.
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