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The Chișinău meeting was a good preparation for the next meeting - 
President of the European Council

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev met on June 1 for the third time in less 
than three weeks for fresh peace talks mediated by the Euro-
pean Union.

They reported no concrete agreements following the meet-
ing held on the sidelines of a European summit in Moldova’s 
capital Chisinau.

Aliyev and Pashinyan were joined by EU chief Charles Michel, 
French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz.

European Council President Charles Michel summarized the 
five-sided meeting held in Chis�inău, the statement was published 
on the official website of the Europe Council.

“We recently had a very good meeting with President Aliyev, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan, French President Emmanuel Macron 

and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.
We had the opportunity to address all the topics discussed 

in Brussels in May: communication, security and rights, border 
delimitation, peace treaty.

This meeting was a good preparation for the next meeting 
to be held on July 21 in Brussels. It means that we are working 
hard and intend to support all positive efforts towards normal-
ization of relations.

I have also announced that I plan to invite President Aliyev, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan, Chancellor Scholz and President 
Macron again within the framework of the next meeting of the 
European Political Community, which will take place in Spain. 
It means that the EU will do everything to help, support, and 
make greater progress in the direction of normalizing relations,” 
said Michel.
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Armenian Foreign Ministry Expresses Deep Disappointment 
Regarding United States’ Response to Aliyev’s Threats

The Armenian Foreign Ministry has 
expressed its dismay at the U.S. reaction on 
May 31, welcoming Azerbaijani President 
Aliyev’s stated readiness to grant “am-
nesty” to Nagorno-Karabakh’s Armenian 
leaders if they resign and “surrender” to 
Baku. Aliyev’s remarks “contained clear 
threats” to Armenia’s territorial integrity 
and the security of Karabakh’s population. 
Washington “should react appropriate-
ly to such statements,” said a ministry 
spokeswoman.

The Armenian side has always wel-
comed the efforts made by the US in the 
process of establishing peace, stability, 
and security in the South Caucasus, Ani 
Badalyan, spokesperson for the Armenian 
Foreign Ministry, said today in response to 
a May 30 U.S. State Department statement, 
in which it welcomed Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev’s remarks on the consid-
eration of amnesty for Nagorno-Karabakh 
officials.

“We think it should be obvious to all 
our partners that in the process of normal-
ization of relations between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, both the recognition of each 
other’s territorial integrity and inviola-
bility of borders based on the Alma-Ata 
Declaration and addressing the rights and 
security of the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh are key. As we emphasized in the 

statement of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Armenia on May 29, the recogni-
tion of the territorial integrity of Azerbai-
jan cannot be interpreted as authority to 
carry out ethnic cleansing and arbitrari-
ness against the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh,” the spokesperson said.

“It is impossible not to notice that the 
statements made by the President of Azer-
baijan on May 28 not only did not offer 
dignified solutions to the aforementioned 
problems, but also contained clear threats 
to the sovereignty and independence of 
the Republic of Armenia and the right 
of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh to 
live in security and with dignity in their 
homeland, which the Armenian side has 
repeatedly raised the alarm. Our partners 
have been alerted about this many times. 
We believe that the United States, based on 
its own values of democracy and human 
rights protection and its commitment and 
involvement in the establishment of last-
ing peace in the region, should adequately 

respond to these statements to prevent 
the expansionist policy of the Azerbaijani 
leadership towards the sovereign territory 
of the Republic of Armenia and attempts 
of ethnic cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh,” 
Ani Badalyan said.

On Tuesday, the Department of State 
said in a statement that the United States 
looks forward to a productive meeting 
between Azerbaijani President Ilham Al-
iyev and Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan in Chisinau.

“We are pleased to see that talks be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan have con-
tinued. As Secretary Blinken said, peace 
is achievable in the South Caucasus. We 
recently expressed appreciation for Prime 
Minister Pashinyan’s commitment to 
peace, and we welcome President Aliyev’s 
recent remarks on the consideration of 
amnesty,” the statement reads.

The State Department also warned that 
aggressive rhetoric can only perpetuate 
the violence of the past; constructive di-
alogue—both public and private—can 
create peace, opportunity, and hope.

“The United States stands ready to sup-
port the efforts of both parties to conclude 
a durable and dignified peace agreement,” 
the statement says.

Armenian Defense Minister, US Under Secretary discuss issues 
related to the Armenian- Azerbaijani border

On June 2, Armenian Defense Minister 
Suren Papikyan had a telephone conver-
sation with Colin Kahl, Under Secretary 
of Defense for Policy.

As Noyan Tapan  was informed from 
MoD Armenia, a number of issues related 
to the Armenian-Azerbaijani border and 

regional security were discussed.
The progress of the agreements on the 

development of the Armenian-American 
defense cooperation reached as a result 
of discussions with Dr. Kahl during the 
working visit of Minister of Defense Suren 
Papikyan to the USA in September were 
discussed.
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It seems that Armenia and Azerbaijan are not opposed to 1975 maps 
being used as basis for delimitation works. Pashinyan

Armenia and Azerbaijan, in all proba-
bility, are not opposed to the 1975 maps 
being used as a basis for the border delim-
itation works, Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan announced during the 
meeting with the Armenian community 
following the five-sided meeting held in 
Chis� inău, reflecting on the results.

“In general, I should consider the 
discussion productive,” said the Prime 
Minister.

Pashinyan reminded that it was agreed 
in Prague that Armenia and Azerbaijan 
should mutually recognize each other’s 
territorial integrity based on the Almaty 
Declaration. The Almaty Declaration was 
signed in December 1991, after the col-
lapse of the USSR. The Almaty Declaration 
was about countries recognizing each oth-
er’s territorial integrity, the inviolability 
of borders within existing borders.

“We reached that agree-
ment in Prague, and in 
Brussels we went one step 
further, we came to the un-
derstanding that Azerbaijan 
recognizes the territorial in-
tegrity of Armenia’s 29,800 
square kilometers, and Ar-
menia recognizes the terri-
torial integrity of Azerbaijan 
- 86,600 square kilometers,” 
said the Prime Minister.

He emphasized that the understanding 
is that the issue of the rights and security 
of the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh 
should be discussed in the format of the 
Baku-Stepanakert dialogue, which should 
take place with international involvement, 
so that this agenda is not forgotten.

“Today there is one very preliminary 
detail that is important. Why I say very 

preliminary, because we need to check 
Azerbaijan’s reaction to today’s meeting. 
It seems that the parties are not opposed 
to taking the 1975 maps as a basis for fur-
ther delimitation between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. This means another step to 
reaffirm the territorial integrity of 29,800 
square kilometers and 86,600 square kilo-
meters,” Pashinyan added.

Armenian PM discusses blockade of Lachin corridor with Deputy 
Chair of PACE committee

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived Paul Gavan, the first deputy chair-
man of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE) Committee 

on Migration, Refugees and Displaced 
Persons.

The latter arrived in Armenia on a 
fact-finding mission within the framework 
of the preparation of the report “Ensuring 
free and safe access through the Lachin 
Corridor․”

In this context, issues related to the 
humanitarian crisis in Nagorno Karabakh 
as a result of Azerbaijan’s illegal blockade 
of the Lachin Corridor were discussed.

The Prime Minister noted that the 
Azerbaijani side has suspended gas and 
electricity supplies from Armenia to Na-
gorno-Karabakh, and food is transported 
only through peacekeepers. Noting that all 
this is being done by Azerbaijan in order 
to carry out ethnic cleansing and genocide 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, the Prime Minis-
ter emphasized the adequate response 
of the international community to the 
developments.

PM Nikol Pashinyan attends inauguration of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan attended on June 3 the inaugura-
tion ceremony of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan in Ankara.

Prime Minister Pashinyan was 

welcomed by Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu at the presidential 
complex.

Leaders and high-ranking representa-
tives of other countries were also present 
at the event.
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European leaders call for release of all prisoners of war, Élysée Palace 
says after Armenian-Azerbaijani talks in Chisinau

European leaders have called 
on Armenia and Azerbaijan to re-
spect all their commitments, in 
particular that of releasing war 
detainees as soon as possible, 
the Elysee Palace said in a state-
ment after EU-mediated talks be-
tween Armenian and Azerbaijani 
leaders.

“They also recalled the impor-
tance of the contribution of the 
EU monitoring mission in Armenia. Finally, they stressed the importance of defining 

rights and guarantees for the Ar-
menians of Nagorno-Karabakh,” 
the statement reads.

According to the press re-
lease, French President Emma-
nuel Macron particularly insisted 
on the importance of not indulg-
ing in any hostile rhetoric and of 
continuing the efforts for a return 
to peace for the benefit of all the 

populations in the region.

Problem won’t be resolved without Baku-Stepanakert dialogue, says 
Speaker of Parliament

Speaker of Parliament Alen Simonyan 
has said that direct dialogue between Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan would 
also be highly important for Azerbaijan 
because if the dialogue fails to take place 
the problem won’t be resolved.

Asked whether the formation of an 
international mechanism for dialogue 

between Stepanakert and Baku is a prin-
cipled matter for Armenia, given the fact 
that Azerbaijan doesn’t agree to it, Simon-
yan said: “We must reach a point where 
Azerbaijan starts to speak about it because 
otherwise there won’t be a beneficial sit-
uation for Azerbaijan itself, there will be 
a big gap which it won’t be able to fill for 
years, decades. If Azerbaijan doesn’t sit 
down and speak with the Armenian pop-
ulation living in Artsakh, that wound will 
someday [open].”

He added that international pressure 
and the international factor have big role. 
The Speaker said Armenia has success in 
this direction.

The problem won’t be resolved without 

dialogue between Baku and Stepanakert, 
Speaker Simonyan said.

“The other option is genocide, which 
we won’t allow. The Azerbaijani author-
ities should think that this issue is far 
more important for them than for us,” he 
concluded.

Speaking about a possible peace treaty, 
Simonyan called for guarantees to be in 
place for implementation of the terms of 
the agreement. As an example, he men-
tioned the 9 November 2020 trilateral 
statement, which Azerbaijan is regularly 
violating while Russia – who is supposed 
to guarantee its implementation – fails to 
give proper response.

Secretary of Armenia’s Security Council emphasizes the need for 
Azerbaijan’s constructive position in the negotiation process

On May 30, Armenian Security Council 
Secretary Armen Grigoryan participated in 
a panel discussion with Azerbaijani Pres-
ident’s Assistant Hikmet Hajiyev․

During the event held in the frame-
work of the “GLOBSEC 2023 Bratislava 
Forum” in Slovakia, he presented the po-
sition of the Armenian side regarding the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiations.\

The Secretary of the Security Council 

referred to the issues regarding the inter-
national mechanism regarding the security 
and rights of the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, demarcation of the Armenian-Azer-
baijani border and border security pro-
cesses, unblocking of regional channels.

The Secretary emphasized the need for 
a constructive position of Azerbaijan in 
the negotiation process, calling to refrain 
from extreme aspirations.
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Russia ‘takes note’ of Armenia’s position regarding Ukraine conflict, 
says Kremlin

Moscow is taking into consideration 
Armenia’s stance regarding the Ukraine 
conflict but continues to develop its allied 
relations with Armenia, Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov has said.

“We are taking note of it,” TASS quoted 
Peskov as saying when asked to comment 
on Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pa-
shinyan’s statement that Armenia is not 
Russia’s ally in the Ukrainian conflict.

Peskov noted that this is “an important statement.”

“We know that there are certain nuanc-
es in Armenia’s approaches regarding the 
conflict around Ukraine, we are taking this 
into consideration,” Peskov said.

The Kremlin spokesperson added that 
Russia continues to develop its allied re-
lations with Armenia.

In an interview with CNN Prima News, 
PM Nikol Pashinyan said that Armenia is 
not Russia’s ally in the war with Ukraine.

Slovenia closely monitoring the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Parliament Speaker says

Slovenia highly values the good and 
friendly relations with Armenia and is 
eager to further strengthen these ties, 
particularly through inter-parliamenta-
ry cooperation, President of the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia Urška 
Klakočar Zupančič told reporters after a 
meeting with Armenian National Assem-
bly Speaker Alen Simonyan.

“A significant framework for deepening 

the relations and con-
solidating political dia-
logue between Armenia 
and the European Union 
is the Partnership Coop-
eration Agreement. This 
Agreement is important 
for strengthening coop-
eration across various 
domains, including fa-
cilitating mobility be-
tween the European Un-
ion and Armenia, which 
is particularly valuable 

for Armenian citizens,” she said.
“Slovenia and Armenia are both mem-

bers or partners in several major interna-
tional organizations, including the United 
Nations. As you may know, Slovenia has 
submitted its candidacy for a non-perma-
nent seat on the UN Security Council for 
the period 2024-2025. In this context, I 
express my sincere hope that Armenia 
will endorse and support our candidacy 

in the upcoming elections on 6 June,” the 
Speaker added.

“Within the UN, Slovenia and Armenia 
share many common objectives in areas 
such as peace and security, promotion of 
effective multilateralism, environmental 
issues, and human rights. As I emphasized 
during my meeting with President Simon-
yan, if elected as a non-permanent mem-
ber, Slovenia will proactively engage with 
each member individually to seek solu-
tions to international crises through dia-
logue and close cooperation,” she noted.

Urška Klakočar Zupančič stressed 
that they closely monitor the situation in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“In this regard, we welcome the Euro-
pean Union’s sustained presence in the 
region and express our support for the 
deployment of a new EU Civilian Mission 
in Armenia. We believe that this mission 
will contribute to the security of the pop-
ulation, foster regional stability, and build 
trust among the parties involved,” she said.

Armenia rules out any corridor with “special regime”
Armenia rules out any extraterritorial 

corridor for Azerbaijan.
All infrastructure will be under the 

jurisdiction of the Republic of Armenia, 
Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grigoryan 
told reporters on May 30.

“We have always been ready and re-
main ready to continue the discussions 
within this framework to reach unblocking 

of regional communications, which is im-
portant for the Republic of Armenia, as 
well,” Grigoryan said.

Commenting on Azerbaijani President 
Ilham Aliyev’s statements on so-called 
“Zangezour corridor,” the Deputy PM said 
discussion on any corridor with a special 
regime is excluded.

“We have stated on many occasions 

that it is a red line. No such issue will be 
discussed,” he stated.
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Ground broken for new checkpoint on Armenia-Iran border
Armenia will build new border 

crossing point at the Iran border. 
Ground for the new facility was bro-
ken today in a ceremony attended by 
Chairman of the State Revenue Com-
mittee Rustam Badasyan, Head of the 
Yerevan Office of the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development 
George Akhalkatsi, Syunik Governor 
Robert Ghukasyan, representatives 
of international structures and other 
state bodies.

The reconstruction and moderniza-
tion of the Meghri border crossing point 
is being carried out with credit and grant 
funds provided by the EU and the EBRD.

Armenia and EBRD signed an agree-
ment on loan of 21,146,263 euros on 

February 7, 2020.
The current infrastructure at the 

Meghri BCP is outdated. The operational, 
technical, engineering, environmental and 
safety conditions at the BCP need to be 
improved in order to meet modern safety 
and security requirements and adhere to 

international border management 
standards.

The Project aims to reconstruct 
and modernise the road border 
crossing point facilities at Meghri 
BCP. The Project involves demolition 
of the existing outdated buildings, 
construction of new modern facilities 
and installation of modern equip-
ment for the performance of border, 
customs and other controls in line 

with modern standards.

The construction works will be carried 
out by Tana Energy Management Com-
pany, winner of an international tender. 
Roughton International Limited Company 
will carry out technical quality control of 
the construction works.

$70 million Armenian-American steelworks under construction in 
Yeraskh

A major Armenian-American metallur-
gical plant with 70 million USD investment 
is under construction in Yeraskh, Minis-
ter of Economy Vahan Kerobyan said on 
social media.

“The plant is a 30-meter-high structure 

with 16,500 square meters area, where the 
annual output will be 180,000 tons. 200 
workers are already employed there, and 
after its launch the number of workers 

will be 1000,” he added.

Armenia, US to cooperate in nuclear safety
Armenia and US will cooperate in 

nuclear safety. The Government today 
okayed a draft presidential decree on ap-
proving the agreement “On the exchange 
of technical information and cooperation 
on nuclear safety issues between the 
Armenian Nuclear Safety Regulatory 
Committee and the US Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission” signed in Washington 
on March 14.

The new agreement expands the co-
operation on nuclear and radiation safety 
regulation in the field of atomic energy 
use.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A r m e n i a n 

government, It will contribute to the 
exchange of advanced experience and 
knowledge on security issues and the 
introduction of new technologies. The 
cooperation offered by the agreement is 
aimed at strengthening the regulatory 

infrastructure in Armenia, developing 
the skills and abilities of the personnel, 
which will contribute to the extension 
of the operational period of NPPs, the 
implementation of safety analysis and 
assessment in the licensing stages of the 
construction of new NPPs in Armenia.

The scientific and technical assis-
tance received under the agreement will 

contribute to physical protection, imple-
mentation of nuclear weapons non-pro-
liferation guarantees, safety of radioactive 
materials and waste, implementation of 
environmental monitoring and develop-
ment of safety regulatory documents.
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Armenian Gold Mine Closed ‘Due to Azeri Gunfire’
The Russian owner of Armenia’s larg-

est gold mine has indicated that it will not 
restart open-pit operations there because 
of continuing cross-border fire from near-
by Azerbaijani army positions.

The Sotk mine, which employs more 
than 700 people and is located on the vol-
atile border with Azerbaijan, has stood 
idle since an upsurge in skirmishes be-
tween Armenian and Azerbaijani forces 
in mid-April. Its employees say that they 
have repeatedly come under fire and been 
evacuated after trying to return to work.

Fighting at that section of the Armeni-
an-Azerbaijani border escalated on May 
11-12, involving exchanges of artillery fire 
and resulting in several casualties from 
both sides.

“The situation of constant danger for 
the employees of the enterprise persists 
for more than a month,” read a statement 
released by the mine operator, GPM Gold, 
late on Tuesday. “As a consequence, fur-
ther work of the Sotk open pit has become 
impossible due to circumstances beyond 
the Company’s control.”

The subsidiary of Russia’s GeoProMin-
ing group added that it has therefore de-
cided to “stop the operation of the open-
pit mine” and put its workers on unpaid 
leave.

Hovannes Harutiunyan, an Armenian 
deputy minister of local government and 
infrastructures, predicted GPM Gold’s de-
cision earlier this month. Harutiunyan told 
lawmakers in Yerevan that the company 

plans to switch to underground mining 
due to the periodical border clashes and 
Azerbaijani gunfire targeting its open-pit 
facilities.

The GPM Gold statement said nothing 
about that, however. Nor did it shed light 
on the uncertain future of GeoProMining’s 
gold smelter located in Ararat, a town 50 
kilometers south of Yerevan.

The company already lost control over 
a large part of the mountainous area’s gold 
deposits following the 2020 war in Na-
gorno-Karabakh and the resulting Arme-
nian withdrawal from the Kelbajar district 
bordering Sotk. This appears to explain 
why total taxes paid by it plummeted from 
20.8 billion drams ($53 million) in 2021 
to just 3.2 billion drams in 2022.

The launch Armenia’s first satellite bolstered interest in space 
research

The launch of the first Armeni-
an satellite bolstered significant in-
terest in Armenia towards space re-
search and space technologies, Head 
of the Armenian delegation, Ambassa-
dor Armen Papikyan said at the 66th 
Session of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS).

“Currently a number of research teams 
are conducting diverse studies, including 
development of an educational CubeSat, 
use of space-based technologies for re-
mote environmental observation and 
monitoring environmental pollution, as 
well as land use and management,’ he said.

“Armenia continued working on fur-
ther development of an enabling national 
environment for space related sector. We 
plan to review our national legal regulato-
ry framework in order to identify its defi-
ciencies and to also improve it in line with 
the LTS guidelines,” Amb. Papikyan added. 

Ne noted that the first National Space 

Strategy, which is envisaged to be adopt-
ed by the end of this year, will define the 
strategic direction of future efforts of Ar-
menia in the domain of space.

“We attach particular importance to 
developing effective national capacities 
for using the space-based information and 

satellites 
observa-
tion data 
i n  t h e 
area of 
disaster 
m a n -
agement 
and mit-
igation 
o f  c l i -
m a t e 
change 
impact,” 
A r m a n 
P a p i k -
yan said.

“We consider the United Nations Plat-
form for Space-based Information for 
Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response (UN-SPIDER) as an important 
framework, where the application of space 
technologies could help,” he said.

page PB 
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We are not Russia’s ally in the war with Ukraine. And our feeling 
from that war, from that conflict, is anxiety because it directly affects 

all our relationships: Nikol Pashinyan
Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pash-

inyan gave an interview to the CNN Prima 
News within the framework of his official 
visit to the Czech Republic on May 4-5.

The transcript of the Prime Minister’s 
interview is presented below.

CNN Prima News – It is obvious that 
the main problem of Armenia today is the 
situation in Nagorno Karabakh. About 
120,000 Armenians remain in Nagorno 
Karabakh at the moment. They depend 
on one land corridor controlled by Rus-
sian troops. So, what is the economic, 
humanitarian and security situation of 
the population in Nagorno-Karabakh at 
the moment?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan – You know that Azerbaijan has ille-
gally blocked the Lachin Corridor since 
December last year. We say illegally, be-
cause according to the tripartite declara-
tion of November 9, the Lachin Corridor 
was established to ensure the connec-
tion of Nagorno Karabakh Armenians, 
Nagorno Karabakh with the Republic of 
Armenia. And according to the tripartite 
declaration, Azerbaijan should not have 
any control over that corridor. Moreover, 
the corridor is not only a road, but also 
a 5 km wide safety zone. The blocking is 
therefore illegal.

As a result of the blockade, a hu-
manitarian crisis has emerged in Na-
gorno-Karabakh, because, firstly, people 
are deprived of the right to move, and 
secondly, the supply of food and basic 
necessities takes place with interrup-
tions, through the peacekeepers and the 
Red Cross. And the consequence of this is 
that people can buy goods in stores only 
with coupons issued by the government 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, so that food stocks 
can be managed.

Natural gas and electricity cuts in 

Nagorno-Karabakh have been continuous 
since December of last year, and at the 
moment natural gas and electricity are 
not supplied to Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
most important consequence of this dur-
ing the winter months was that all schools 
and kindergartens, higher education in-
stitutions were closed, and about 30,000 
children and students were deprived of 
their right to education. Of course, with 
the weather getting warmer, kindergar-
tens, schools, and universities have already 
opened, and the educational process has 
been restored.

The next important fact that should be 
noted in this context is the following. Al-
ready in February 2023, the International 
Court of Justice made a provisional deci-
sion obliging Azerbaijan to unblock the 
Lachin Corridor and ensure the movement 
of citizens and goods through the Lachin 
Corridor. Azerbaijan not only did not com-
ply with the requirement of that decision, 
which is legally binding because the In-
ternational Court of Justice is the highest 
international court, but also illegally set up 
a checkpoint in the Lachin Corridor about 
ten days ago. This is a violation not only 
of the tripartite declaration of November 
9, 2020, but also of the decision of the In-
ternational Court of Justice.

So, why is Azerbaijan doing all this? 
Our assessment and belief is that these 
are not isolated actions, but preparations 
to carry out ethnic cleansing in Nagorno 
Karabakh, when I say ethnic cleansing, 
it is about that according to Azerbaijan, 

Armenians should not live in Nagorno 
Karabakh at all.

CNN Prima News – Since the begin-
ning of the 90s, Armenia has been quite 
dependent on Russia from a security point 
of view, you have a Russian military base 
in Armenia, you have Russian weapons, 
you are both members of the Security 
Treaty Organization, so I have a kind of 
two-fold question: was it a smart move? 
and on the other hand did you have other 
options?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
Basically, today we are in a situation where 
there is some disappointment regarding 
the activities of the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization, because the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organization is the 
main mechanism by which the Repub-
lic of Armenia was supposed to ensure 
its security. But during the aggressions 
undertaken by Azerbaijan in May and 
November 2021 and September 2022, 
the inadequate response of the Collective 
Security Treaty Organization has caused 
some disappointment, first of all, among 
the people of Armenia, because there was 
some confidence that the Collective Securi-
ty Treaty is a reliable security mechanism.

But it did not happen, and this was 
also the reason why we did not consider 
it possible to establish a consensus on a 
number of fundamental documents dur-
ing the CSTO Yerevan summit. But I want 
us to look at the issue from the opposite 
side as well, because it is also harmful for 
the organization, because, in fact, what 
happened with Armenia in the period I 
mentioned, is first of all a blow to the rep-
utation of the Collective Security Treaty 
Organization. In other words, this will 
also have certain consequences for the 
organization itself.

CNN Prima News – I think throughout 
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the war, and at the summit in Yerevan 
last November, when you refused to sign 
the document, and Mr. Lukashenko was 
shocked, and Mr. Putin was obviously an-
gry, I haven’t seen him that angry in a long 
time, and he left in frustration.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
These are working situations, and after 
that a working lunch was held, and we 
discussed the current state of affairs and 
how we can overcome the situation in a 
calm, respectful atmosphere.

CNN Prima News – How is your per-
sonal relationship with Vladimir Putin? 
He seems like a very cold person, almost 
emotionless. Do you have a working rela-
tionship with him, or do you have a per-
sonal relationship or not, or is it a matter 
of the two states?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – In 
general, I must say that the impressions 
seen from the screens, the impressions 
of real life, the complications that we are 
experiencing and the difficult periods that 
we are in, are actually different layers. And 
yes, our communication with the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation has been 
very intense and continues to be intense.

We will meet at least 2 times this 
month. And I must say that it is both a 
personal contact, a political contact, and 
a working contact. Another thing is that, 
especially now, we do not discuss much, 
or we hardly discuss the issues that are 
not related to the agenda of our bilateral 
relations or our regional agenda. I will tell 
you something honestly: Armenia has too 
many problems to bear the problems of 
the wider region and parts of the world 
on its shoulders. Unfortunately, our con-
cerns are more than enough, and in our 
relations with the European Union, the 
United States and Russia, we are trying to 
solve the problems of our agenda, which, 
as you can see, unfortunately, is not always 
successful.

CNN Prima News – And what is Arme-
nia’s position regarding the Ukrainian war, 
Russian aggression on Ukraine, because 

on the one hand you are Russia’s ally, on 
the other hand we are witnessing very 
undesirable actions by the Russian Fed-
eration in Ukraine.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
You said that we are Russia’s ally. Of 
course, this was never said out loud, but 
I think it is visible. We are not Russia’s 
ally in the war with Ukraine. And our feel-
ing from that war, from that conflict, is 
anxiety because it directly affects all our 
relationships.

In the West they notice that we are 
Russia’s ally, they mostly notice it, in Rus-
sia they see that we are not their ally in the 
Ukraine war, and it turns out that we are 
not anyone’s ally in this situation, which 
means that we are vulnerable. Because, 
it seems that there is an option to avoid 
among all these collisions, but also the 
truth is that the more complicated the 
situation, the narrower the chances for 
avoiding. We are avoiding not because we 
don’t have opinions about the situation, 
but we’re avoiding it because of what I 
said a moment ago, that our concerns are, 
unfortunately, more than they will allow us 
to be more involved in coping with other 
problems.

CNN Prima News – Armenia is in a 
very difficult political situation. Your big 
neighbor is Turkey, Russia is another big 
regional power, there is also Iran, and 
the European Union seems to be quite 
far away, but how can the European Union 
realistically help solve the complex issue 
facing Armenia, the Nagorno Karabakh 
issue? Do we actually have options, are 
there any levers in our hands?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
First of all, our strategy stems from what 
you mentioned. Look, you say that we are 
in a difficult geopolitical situation. Actual-
ly, we are not in a difficult geopolitical sit-
uation, we are in a geographical situation.

In other words, our complexity is not 
from geopolitics, our complexity is from 
geography, because no matter how the pol-
itics of the world changes, our geography 

will not change. And for that reason, we 
offer and have offered the following polit-
ical vision to our people, that the primary 
goal of our foreign policy should be normal 
relations, first of all, with our immediate 
neighbors, no matter how difficult it is 
even to hear, because history has brought 
with it so much complexity, so much neg-
ative baggage.

CNN Prima News – You came to pow-
er as a result of the Velvet Revolution in 
Armenia, which reminds all Czechs of 
the Velvet Revolution of 1989. Two years 
later, you faced the biggest challenge of 
the Armenian people since the beginning 
of the 90s. Did you expect to face such a 
challenge?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – I 
can say, I think that interview has been 
published, it was definitely before the 
revolution. once I was asked who is your 
ideal politician, I named two people, if 
my memory serves me right, I must have 
said Nelson Mandela and Václav Havel. 
And indeed the revolution that we carried 
out, those examples and the example of 
Czechoslovakia, of course, were always in 
my mind and before my eyes. Could I have 
assumed, yes, I could have assumed, but 
on the other hand, I couldn’t have assumed 
that it was actually not only a challenge, 
but in this case, a geopolitical trap, and a 
stalemate.

Of course, I think about it a lot and, of 
course, I ask myself questions, and I must 
say directly that I have not yet found the 
answers to all the questions for myself. To 
assume, of course, one can always assume, 
but of course, a person is optimistic by 
nature and is an optimist, although there is 
such a saying, that an optimist is a poorly 
informed pessimist. Naturally, the more I 
learned after assuming the post of Prime 
Minister, the more optimism decreased.

CNN Prima News – Mr. Prime Minister, 
thank you for your time and I wish you 
success in your difficult task.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
Thank you.
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Armenia hails ‘significant progress’ in talk over connectivity 
unblocking, notes ‘common understanding’ with Azerbaijan

The Government of Armenia has 
released details on the 12th meeting 
of the Armenia-Russia-Azerbaijan 
working group led by the deputy 
prime ministers of the three coun-
tries Mher Grigoryan, Alexey Over-
chuk and Shahin Mustafayev respec-
tively which took place on June 2 in 
Moscow.

“The session proceeded in a 
constructive atmosphere. Significant pro-
gress has been recorded with satisfaction 
around the coordination of the methods 

for organizing unblocking of transport 
connections between the Republic of Ar-
menia and the Republic of Azerbaijan. In 

particular, a common understanding 
was achieved on implementing con-
crete steps in the direction of restor-
ing and organizing railway connection 
in the Yeraskh-Julfa-Meghri-Horadiz 
route. The results of the negotiations 
will be reported to the leaders of the 
Republic of Armenia, the Russian 
Federation and the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. The parties agreed to con-

tinue to work within the framework of the 
trilateral working group,” the Armenian 
government said in a statement.

Violent Policeman Indicted After Public Uproar

(RFE/RL) - Facing a public uproar, 
Armenian law-enforcement authorities 
reversed on Friday their decision not to 
prosecute a senior police officer who beat 
up a teenage waiter at a hotel in the resort 
town of Dilijan.

A regional prosecutor ordered inves-
tigators to not only indict but also arrest 
Arsen Ghaytmazian, the chief of the Dilijan 
police department’s investigative unit.

A video circulated on Thursday shows 
Ghaytmazian repeatedly hitting the 
17-year-old waiter, Araz Amirian. Accord-
ing to Amirian’s lawyer, the drunk officer 
assaulted him on April 10 after being told 
to pay for a hotel room upfront.

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee said later on Thursday that it has 
not brought criminal charges against 
Ghaytmazian because he has cooperated 

with its criminal investigation, “fully re-
gretted” his actions and apologized to the 
young man. It said a prosecutor overseeing 
the probe has approved the decision.

The decision was strongly condemned 
by the victim’s family and human rights 
activists. It also sparked outrage on social 
media. Two pro-government members 
of the Armenian parliament added their 
voice to the uproar.

“We, the parents, haven’t forgiven and 
will not forgive him and we will not with-
draw our complaint,” the waiter’s mother, 
Araksya Artinian, told RFE/RL’s Armenia 
Service. “He must be put on trial.”

The Office of the Prosecutor-Gener-
al announced afterwards that the chief 
prosecutor of northern Tavush province 
encompassing Dilijan instructed the local 
division of the Investigative Committee to 
reopen the criminal case, charge Ghaytma-
zian with assault and seek court permis-
sion to hold him in detention.

The policeman will face between 
three and seven years in prison if tried 
and found guilty. According to the Inte-
rior Ministry, he was earlier suspended 

pending an internal police inquiry.
“I am ready to apologize to those pub-

lic circles who may be disappointed with 
the work of the law-enforcement sys-
tem because of this case,” said Argishti 
Kyaramian, the head of the Investigative 
Committee.

Kyaramian said his Tavush subordi-
nates were wrong to close the case. But he 
at the same time sought to shift the blame 
onto the regional prosecutor, arguing that 
the latter endorsed the initial decision not 
to prosecute the officer.

Artur Sakunts, a human rights activist, 
accused the Investigative Committee of 
trying to dodge responsibility for what 
he sees as an attempted cover-up of the 
assault. He said that both the Tavush pros-
ecutor and the investigator in charge of 
the case must at least be fired.

Ani Chatinian, another activist, said 
police brutality remains a serious prob-
lem in Armenia despite police reforms 
declared by the authorities. She argued 
that law-enforcement officers are still 
rarely prosecuted for such abuses.
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private houses. Although in Armenia, most 
of the residential construction is financed by  
individuals, during the last decade construction 
financed by organizations has increased. 
Particularly, during the booming years of 
the 2000s overall 310 thousand square  
meters of residential area were launched, 
and in 2015-2021 was launched more – 472 
310 thousand square meters. As a result, if 
in 2003-2008 only 12% of the constructed  
residential area was financed by organizations, 
in 2015-2021 the figure was 32%.

The short and long term costs of 
supporting residential construction
The bottom line is - the structure of the 

construction sector has shifted considerably 
in the last decade, particularly since 2015. 
Construction increased faster in Marzes than 
in Yerevan, while in Yerevan construction has 
shifted from private houses to residential 
complexes (1), from bigger to smaller houses 
(2), and from more expensive to cheaper 
construction (3). These shifts were  
accompanied by an overall decline in the  
sector. 

The government subsidy schemes were 
designed to reverse the declining trend, 
but they supported the structure shifts. But 

The scale and size of residential 
construction

CHART 7

Prices and profitability in the 
construction sector

CHART 8
Source: Yerevan Municipality and the RA Central Bank.

do we know the real costs of government  
support?

The short-term costs are well-known. The 
volume of subsidies (income tax return)  
increased from 2.4 bln in 2017 (0.04% of 
GDP) to an estimated 37 bln AMD in 2022 
(0.4% of GDP). 

But a bigger portion of the subsidies  
granted during this period is an explicit 
liability for the future. We modeled a 
possible trajectory for future liabilities based 
on the assumptions of typical mortgage loan 
characteristics4. We also adjusted future 
payments by expected inflation – to assess 
their current purchasing power. Following 
our estimates, while in 2017 the Government 
assumed liabilities equal to 0.4% of GDP, 
in 2022 it assumed 1.6%, which raised the  
overall costs of supporting residential  
construction to 2.1% of GDP. 

All liabilities, accumulated in 2017-2022 
are estimated at 440 bln AMD, which 
should be serviced by 2041. Under current  
purchasing power, this is equal to 318 bln 
AMD or 3.8% of 2022 GDP5 (chart 9).

Government will accumulate liabilities  
almost equal to 1 trillion AMD, the present 
purchasing power of which will be equal to 
8% of 2022 GDP.  

4  Interest rate - 12%, time to maturity – 20 years, loan servicing - annuity of equal payments. 
5 On the assumption that RA economy will have 11% real GDP growth and 7% growth of GDP deflator in 2022, and till the end of 

the year the growth rate of income tax returns will be equal to the growth rate of January-September.
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A BOOM BORROWED AGAINST THE FUTURE?
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Are these costs justified? In 2017-2022 
the Government on average spent around 
0.2% of GDP on mortgage subsidies, while  
accumulated liabilities around 3.8% of GDP. 
For the same period, residential construction 
was only 1.9% of GDP. In 2021 and 2022 costs 
of government support are almost equal to 
the value added of residential construction. 

It can be argued, that residential  
construction should not only be measured 
by its value added, but also by its multiplier 
effect on other sectors, which is usually  
estimated to be quite high. For example, 
following ILO estimates, investments in  
construction would yield a 3.5 dollar  
expansion of GDP per 1 dollar, and up to 500 
jobs per 1 million dollars in middle-income 
countries6. 

But even if we assume a multiplier that 
high, residential construction in Armenia 
is oversubsidized from a fiscal or economic 

Costs of mortgage loans subsidies 
by current and future payments 
(adjusted by inflation), % in GDP

CHART 9
Projections of government explicit 
liabilities on mortgage loans as of 
the end-2022, bln AMD

CHART 10

Source: Yerevan Municipality and the RA Central Bank.
Note: For calculating present purchasing power for future payments 4% inflation assumption was applied.

perspective, as the government can’t collect 
as much taxes to compensate for the current 
and future expenses7. This implies, that 
the program of support should have a new  
system of targets and priorities, particularly 
considering, that construction is a non- 
exported sector, while the priorities of  
government economic policies are focused 
on the exported sector. And, as the biggest 
portion of expenses is for the future, the 
deadline for the program in Yerevan for 
2025 does not answer this.

These new priorities for supporting the  
sector may include social or urban  
development targets. More importantly, 
supporting schemes of government should 
incorporate clear cost-benefit analysis – both 
in the designing and implementation phases. 
And the key here is – not to miss the future  
liabilities for the government in the  
calcualtion.

6  Ernst, C., & Sarabia, M. (2015). The role of construction as an employment provider: a world-wide input-output analysis. ILO.
7 The tax to GDP ratio in Armenia is 23%. If 1000 AMD cost is associated to the same volume of residential construction, and the 

latter has 3.5 multiplier, the Government can collect only 800 AMD of taxes (1000*3.5*0.23).
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United Armenian Church leaders warn Biden that forcing Artsakh 

into Azerbaijan is a death sentence for Christian Armenians

The spiritual leaders of America’s Ar-
menian Apostolic, Catholic, and Evangel-
ical faithful have joined forces in a pow-
erful public warning to President Biden 
that forcing Artsakh under Azerbaijan is 
a “death sentence for the Armenians of 
this sacred land, home to 120,000 men, 
women, and children.”

In a letter sent yesterday to the White 
House, the Church leaders wrote: “We, the 
spiritual leaders of American Christians 
of Armenian heritage, call on you to stand 
firmly against any attempt to force the 
Christian Armenians of Artsakh under 
Azerbaijan, a country that is openly com-
mitted to ethnically cleansing the indig-
enous population of this ancient part of 
the Armenian homeland.”

The signatories to the letter are Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian (Western Di-
ocese Prelate), Archbishop Anoushavan 
Tanielian (Eastern Prelacy Primate), Very 
Rev. Mesrop Parsamyan (Eastern Dio-
cese Primate), Bishop Torkom Donoyan 
(Western Prelacy Prelate), Bishop Mikhael 
Mouradian (Eparch Armenian Catholic 
Eparchy), Reverend Hendrik Shanazarian 

(Interim Minister, Armenian Evangelical 
Union), and Zaven Khanjian (Armenian 
Missionary Association of America Exec-
utive Director).

The full text of the interdenomination-
al letter is provided below.

May 30, 2023
President Joseph R. Biden 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
We, the spiritual leaders of American 

Christians of Armenian heritage, call on 
you to stand firmly against any attempt to 
force the Christian Armenians of Artsakh 
under Azerbaijan, a country that is openly 
committed to ethnically cleansing the in-
digenous population of this ancient part of 
the Armenian homeland. Any settlement 
that subordinates the at-risk citizens of 
democratic Artsakh to dictatorial Azer-
baijan is a death sentence for the Armeni-
ans of this sacred land, home to 120,000 
men, women, and children, and, of course, 
countless holy sites.

We make this urgent appeal in the 

wake of our longstanding calls for you to 
withdraw your waiver of Section 907 of 
the FREEDOM Support Act and fully en-
force this provision of U.S. law. As we have 
shared with you in the past, Armenia, the 
world’s first Christian nation, remains a 
landlocked, blockaded, genocide survivor 
state, striving to survive on the frontiers 
of global freedom. Our great nation must 
stand with Armenia in every way, begin-
ning with a suspension of U.S. military 
aid to Azerbaijan, a country that would 
erase our ancient nation from the map of 
the world. We must never, as Americans, 
be complicit in such genocidal violence.

We look forward to learning of your 
renewed leadership in saving Christian 
Armenian lives and advancing a truly 
democratic peace that respects the right 
to self-determination of Artsakh, an early 
cradle of Christianity.

We pray that the Almighty Lord bless 
you abundantly and His wisdom leads 
your endeavors with success, spreading 
peace, justice, and prosperity to the world.

Sincerely,
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian 

Western Diocese Prelate
Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian 

Eastern Prelacy Primate
Very Rev. Mesrop Parsamyan 

Eastern Diocese Primate,
Bishop Torkom Donoyan 

Western Prelacy Prelate,
Bishop Mikhael Mouradian 

Eparch Armenian Catholic Eparchy
Reverend Hendrik Shanazarian 

Interim Minister, Armenian Evangelical 
Union

Zaven Khanjian 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America Executive Director
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Tender Notice

Embassyof India, Yerevan intends to hire a Security Service Provider (SSP) for
providing security at two premises in Yerevan (Armenia)

For more information visit the official website of the Embassyat:
httos://eoiyerevan.gov.in/

OR

httos://eoiyerevan.gov.in/pdf/quard%2O0rfp-01 -06-2023. pdf

Last date of submission of bids: 17 July 2023

For enquires(email only) contact: hoc.yerevan@mea.gov.in

ae
Head of Chancery
EmbassyofIndia
Yerevan, Armenia

Armenian Buenos Aires picture book presented at the Foreign 
Ministry

The Armenian Buenos Aires pic-
ture book, published at the initiative 
of the Armenian Embassy in Argentina 
with the support of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Armenia, was pre-
sented at the Foreign Ministry today. 
The book presents the history of the 
Armenian community of Argentina 
and the Armenian heritage in Buenos 

Aires, including squares and parks 
with Armenian names, Armenian church-
es, monuments commemorating the mar-
tyrs of the Armenian Genocide, khachkars 
(cross-stones), educational institutions, 
cultural associations, etc. The photos in the 
book were taken by photographer Davit 
Hakobyan.

During the event, Deputy Foreign 

Minister Paruyr Hovhannisyan, Ambas-
sador of Armenia to Argentina Hovhannes 
Virabyan, Ambassador of Argentina to 
Armenia Mariano Vergara, photographer 
Davit Hakobyan delivered remarks.

The important role of the century-old 
Armenian community of Argentina both 
in the public life of Argentina and in the 

development of Armenian-Ar-
gentine interstate relations. At 
the same time, the rich Armenian 
cultural heritage in Argentina, par-
ticularly in the capital city of Bue-
nos Aires, as well as the caring at-
titude of the Argentine authorities 
towards the Armenian community 
and the diverse Armenian pres-
ence were emphasized.

The presentation was attended by 
members of the delegation of the Senate 
of Argentina and Chamber of Deputies, 
members of the National Assembly, diplo-
mats, heads of educational and cul-tural 
institutions, media, representatives of 
the Argentine Armenian community and 
other guests.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history.
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s
“velvet revolution.” It received
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October,
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 
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Noyan Tapan YouTube Channels.
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TapanTV (in Armenian)

https://www.youtube.com/@Noyan-
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https://www.youtube.com/@NoyanTa-
pan (in Russian)

You can also watch them on our social pages on 

Facebook 
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