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Armenia, Iran keen to expand economic ties: Armenian PM Visits Iran

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan paid a short working visit to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iran’s Vice President Masoud Mir 
Kazemi met Prime Minister Pashinyan at Tehran International Air-
port.

Then Prime Minister Pashinyan headed to Sa’dabad Palace, 
where the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Ebrahim Raisi 
welcomed Prime Minister Pashinyan, and the official welcoming 
ceremony took place. Before starting the negotiations, Minister of 
Territorial Administration and Infrastructures of Armenia Gnel Sa-
nosyan and Iran’s Deputy Minister of Petroleum and CEO of the 
National Iranian Gas Company Majid Chegeni signed a memoran-

dum of understanding on cooperation in the field of natural gas.
 First, the meeting of the leaders of Armenia and Iran took 

place in the narrow format and then in an expanded format. The 
interlocutors discussed a number of issues related to the develop-
ment of Armenian-Iranian relations. In particular, the opportuni-
ties for the expansion of trade and economic relations, continuous 
increase of trade turnover volumes were discussed. In particular, 
the need to increase the volume to 3 billion USD per year was em-
phasized, for which, according to Prime Minister Pashinyan and 
Ebrahim Raisi, there is enough potential.

The sides also discussed issues related to 
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Iran - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan make statements to the press, Tehran, 
November 1, 2022.
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Armenian, Russian Security Council Secretaries discuss security 
situation in the region

Secretaries of Security Councils of Ar-
menia and Russia have discussed the secu-

rity situation in the region.
Armen Grigorayn and Nikolai Patru-

shev met in Moscow on the sidelines of the 
10th meeting of the secretaries of the Se-
curity Councils of the CIS member states.

The Secretary of the Armenian Security 
Council presented the large-scale aggres-
sion unleashed by Azerbaijan on the sover-
eign territory of Armenia on September 13 
and its consequences. He emphasized that 

it was not a border incident, but a large-
scale invasion of the sovereign territory of 
the Republic of Armenia.

Nikolai Patrushev emphasized the need 
to achieve peace in the region.

The interlocutors also referred to the 
prospect of effective cooperation between 
the two Offices of the Security Councils of 
the two countries.

Armenia says Belarusian President’s statements go against the nature 
of allied relations

The Belarusian President’s statement 
are cut off from the logic of negotiations 
and go against the nature of allied rela-
tions, the Armenian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Armenia says.

“We do not consider it appropriate to 

comment on the chaotic, unfounded state-
ments of the President of Belarus, which 
have nothing to do with the logic of the 
negotiations, and are not in the spirit of 
allied relations, and cast doubt on the ob-
ligations of a CSTO participating state,” 
MFA Spokesman Vahan Hunanyan told 
Armenpress.

Speaker of the Armenian National As-
sembly Alen Simonyan earlier dismissed 
the recent remarks by Belarus President 
Alexander Lukashenko as “unserious.” 
He said the words of the Belarusian leader 
“were not his own” and “were suggested 

by someone else.”
During the session of the CSTO Col-

lective Security Council, Alexander Lu-
kashenko stated that it would not be right 
to oppose the CSTO to Azerbaijan.

At a later meeting with CSTO Secre-
tary General Stanislav Zas Lukashenko 
expressed bewilderment at “why the Euro-
pean Union and the OSCE are being drawn 
into the situation on the Armenian-Azer-
baijani border”, calling it “a certain game.” 
He also added that he sees no need to send 
additional observers to the Armenian-Azer-
baijani border.

Steps towards establishment of direct air communication between 
Armenia, Sweden discussed

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived the Armenian member of the 
Swedish Parliament, chairman of the 
Sweden-Armenia friendship group Arin 
Karapet, who has arrived in Yerevan to 
participate in the first World Armenian 
Summit.

The Prime Minister welcomed Mr. 
Karapet’s visit to Armenia and his con-
stant contacts with the Motherland. Nikol 
Pashinyan emphasized the development 
of Armenian-Swedish inter-parliamentary 
and intergovernmental relations, includ-
ing in the areas of economy, promotion of 
Armenia’s democratic agenda and other 
directions. In this regard, the necessity of 

organizing high-level mutual visits was 
emphasized.

Arin Karapet shared his impressions 
from the first World Armenian Summit and 
hailed the its effective work and discus-
sions. The lawmaker emphasized the estab-
lishment and strengthening of permanent 
ties between the Armenian deputies of 
the parliaments of different countries, 
which will contribute to the pro-Arme-
nian activities abroad.

The implementation of steps aimed 
at the organization of air communi-
cation between the two countries was 
emphasized. A number of issues re-
lated to the expansion of cooperation 

between the two countries in various fields 
were discussed.

Issues related to the strengthening of 
Armenia-Diaspora relations and the pos-
sibilities of making the first World Arme-
nian Summit an annual event were also 
discussed.
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Armenia agrees to Russian proposal to postpone the issue of 
Artsakh’s status indefinitely – PM

The meeting in Sochi was 
a step forward towards the 
implementation of the peace 
agenda, Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan said at 
the budget discussions at the 
National Assembly.

He called a meeting with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Azerbaijani presi-
dent llham Aliyev “very use-
ful.”

“Before the Sochi meeting 
there were a lot of discussions 
among the public on whether 
Armenia was moving along the most op-
timal path of normalization of relations 
with Azerbaijan and the settlement of the 
Nagorno Karabakh issue. There was much 
talk about to what extent the policy pur-
sued by the government meet the interests 
of the Republic of Armenia and the Re-
public of Artsakh. I think one of the most 
important nuances of the Sochi meeting 

was the answer to this question,” the Prime 
Minister said.

He added that the answer existed even 
before the Sochi meeting, but the discus-
sions have now become maximally public.

“You know that there are Russian and 
non-Russian proposals and attempts are 
being made to create an impression as if 
the steps of the Armenian government con-

tradict the so called Russian con-
cept. This is not the case,” he said.

“Our Russian colleagues have 
announced that they think the 
right approach will be to postpone 
the issue of the status of Artsakh 
indefinitely. They support the 
proposal by the fact that at the 
moment there is practically no 
chance to find a status that would 
be mutually acceptable,” PM 
Pashinyan said.

He said it fully complies with 
the policy of the Republic of Ar-
menia.

“We have agreed with our Russian 
partners that we should not try to solve the 
issue now, because it will inevitably lead to 
a crisis,” the Prime Minister said.

During the meeting in Sochi the Ar-
menian side also proposed to extend the 
mandate of the Russian peacekeepers in 
Artsakh, but the proposal was rejected, he 
said.

the development of coopera-
tion in infrastructure, energy, 

agriculture, construction and other fields. 
The implementation of joint projects for 
the facilitation of cargo transportation, the 
need to complete the construction of the 
third power transmission line between Ar-
menia and Iran were highlighted.

At a joint press conference with Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan in 
Tehran, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
described the visit as a turning point in the 
path of developing bilateral occasions be-
tween the two countries.

Dr. Raisi stated that there has been a 43 
percent growth in the turnover between Ar-
menia and Iran over the past months, not-
ing that during current talks, the goal was 
to bring the level of economic partnership 
and trade exchange between the two coun-
tries to 3 billion dollars, and this goal could 
be reached with the political will that exists 
today.

President Raisi stressed that the good 
relations between the two countries are the 
reason for the good relations at the inter-

national level and said: “The Caucasus re-
gion is part of the history, civilization and 
culture of Iran, and we are sensitive about 
it, and attach special importance to its se-
curity and peace.”

He voiced hope that the agreements 
reached during the visit would contribute 
to the further development of relations be-
tween the two countries.

“In the negotiations with Mr. Pashin-
yan, we came to the conclusion that the 
issues and problems of the region must 
definitely be solved through the represen-
tatives of the countries of the region. The 
presence of foreign powers not only does 
not solve any problems, but adds to them,” 

he said.
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-

inyan, in turn, stressed that there were 
comprehensive and useful talks with the 
Iranian President. “We emphasized the 
historical and cultural commonalities be-
tween the two countries in our talks, and 
indicated the potentials of development of 
relations between the two countries.”

He noted that economic relations, trade 
exchange were at the core of discussions. 
Reference was made to the development 
of relations in the fields of energy, agri-
culture, infrastructure and water resources 
management.”

“We support the vision of Mr. Raisi 
regarding the establishment of sustainable 
peace, stability and security in the region,” 
Nikol Pashinyan said.

He added: “There are wide opportuni-
ties for developing the partnership between 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Re-
public of Armenia, and we commend Iran’s 
principled positions regarding peace and 
security in the region.”
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Armenian, Azerbaijani border commissions meet in Brussels
Deputy prime ministers of Armenia 

and Azerbaijan met in Brussels on Thurs-
day for the third round of negotiations on 
delimiting the volatile border between the 
two states.

Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grig-
oryan and his Azerbaijani counterpart 
Shahin Mustafayev head commissions on 
border demarcation and delimitation set 
up by their governments this spring. They 
chaired the first joint session of the two 
commissions in May.

The latest session was arranged and 
facilitated by European Union officials, 
including Toivo Klaar, the EU’s special 
envoy to the South Caucasus.

Stefano Sannino, the secretary gen-

eral of the EU’s External Action Service, 
greeted the Armenian and Azerbaijani offi-
cials at the start of the meeting.

“The European Union urges the sides 
to take steps to improve security on the 
ground and to achieve progress on delim-
itation, Sannino tweeted afterwards.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry said 
that the two sides “continued discussing 
delimitation issues “ in view of under-
standings reached by Armenia’s and Azer-
baijan’s leaders “in different formats.”

They addressed “organizational and 
procedural issues” and agreed to speed 
up efforts to work out practical modalities 
of their joint work, the ministry said in a 
statement. No other details were reported.

Both the EU and Russia have been try-
ing to facilitate the delimitation process. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day again expressed readiness to provide 
Soviet-era military maps for that purpose.

Armen Grigoryan, the secretary of Ar-
menia’s Security Council, said on October 
12 that Baku and Yerevan are planning to 
both complete the delimitation and sign 
a bilateral peace treaty before the end of 
this year. He said they reached such under-
standings during high-level peace talks that 
followed the September 13-14 fighting on 
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

The talks were organized by the EU 
and the United States.

Armenian-Azerbaijani peace treaty to be a product of compromise — 
Putin

Russian President Vladimir Putin says 
it is too early to speak about the basic ele-
ments of the peace treaty between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan.

During a press conference in Sochi 
following the trilateral meeting with the 
leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan, Putin 
said that the future peace treaty between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan should be a result 
of compromises by both sides.

“The peace treaty is not here yet, and it 

is too early to speak here about its basic el-
ements, because it is a product of compro-
mises, which should apparently be shown 
by both sides during a mediated effort, in-
cluding with the participation of our coun-
try, if both sides want,” TASS quotes Putin 
as saying.

Commenting on the question that Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
proposed to extend the mandate of the 
Russian peacekeeping mission in Nagorno 
Karabakh even for up to 20 years, the Rus-
sian leader said that they have discussed it, 
but added that a joint agreement is neces-
sary for that.

“As far as the issue of peacekeepers is 
concerned, it is outlined in our joint state-
ment dated November 2020, [issued] when 

the conflict was over. There is nothing to 
add here,” he said. “We have discussed it. 
But our joint agreement is necessary for 
that.”

In his words, the issue of extending the 
mandate depends on other issues, includ-
ing a peace treaty and delimitation of the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

“If those issues are resolved, then the 
issue of peacekeepers will be a different 
matter. If they are unsolved, or resolved 
partially, then the future of our peacekeep-
ing contingent will depend on that,” the 
Russian leader said, adding that Armenia 
and Azerbaijan “conveyed their words of 
gratitude to Russia” for its work in Na-
gorno Karabakh.

Spain’s Congress of Deputies expresses solidarity to Armenia, votes 
against agreement with Azerbaijan

The Congress of Deputies of Spain, the 
lower house of the parliament, did not ap-
prove the international agreement signed 
with Azerbaijan as a sign of solidarity with 
Armenia.

In an interview to ARMENPRESS, 
Spanish member of parliament Jon Inarritu 
said that the agreement, which was signed 
in Madrid in December 2021, involved ex-
change of classified information with Azer-
baijan and protection of that information.

But the agreement was not ratified as 
174 lawmakers voted against it and 132 
voted in favor.

During the debate of the agreement be-
fore the voting Jon Inarritu called the sign-
ing of such an agreement an “absurdity”, 
especially now “when aggressor Azerbai-
jan has carried out an attack on Armenia in 
September, occupying several square kilo-
meters of the territory of Armenia”.

“The Azerbaijani regime is corrupt, 
aggressor and intolerant to dissidents”, 
the lawmaker said, emphasizing the fact 
of violations of human rights and freedom 
of speech and the high number of political 
prisoners in Azerbaijan.

Another lawmaker Marta Rosique con-

demned the Spanish government for stay-
ing silent over the aggression carried out 
by Azerbaijan against Armenia and Na-
gorno Karabakh. She also criticized Spain 
that it has not yet recognized the Genocide 
committed against Armenians.
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We are mobilized for Ukraine but silent on Armenia: Valerie Boyer 

shames Europe for gas deal with Azerbaijan

We are rightly mobilized for Ukraine 
but silent on Armenia, French Senator Val-
erie Boyer said during a debate on Public 
Sénat political and parliamentary channel.

“Are the lives of Armenians worth less 
than those of Ukrainians?” she asked.

She said we have a corrupt and racist 
state, Azerbaijan attacking the borders of 
Armenia, with an aim of ethnic cleansing 
and genocidal pursuit.

“The enemies of Armenia openly say 
they want to exterminate the Armenians 
and yet we continue to receive these lead-
ers and Europe buys gas from Azerbaijan 
with Ursula von der Leyen declaring that 
Aliyev is a reliable partner,” Boyer said.

Ursula von der Leyen’s complicity with 
Azerbaijan is shameful, she said, adding 
that “The energy crisis does not excuse 
everything, especially when we are faced 
with real war crimes.”

“France could have done more for Ar-
menia, especially when we had the Pres-
idency of the European Union. Sending 
observers is the minimum service. In Cy-
prus or Greece, we also turn a blind eye to 
the repeated Turkish invasions,” the Sena-
tor stated.

French MPs visit Syunik villages affected by Azerbaijani aggression
Syunik Deputy Gov-

ernor Nare Ghazaryan 
and Assistant Governor 
Suren Kesejian met with 
members of the delega-
tion of the France-Arme-
nia Friendship Group of 
the French Parliament that 
arrived in Goris.

Head of Goris com-
munity Arush Arushanyan 
also participated in the 
meeting.

The purpose of the 
delegation’s visit was to get acquainted 
with the details of the accommodation cre-
ated in the region.

Representatives of the regional gov-

ernment briefed the French MPs on the 
situation in Syunik after the Azerbaijani 
military aggression in September and the 
problems arising as a result.

The deputy governor thanked 
the guests for their interest in 
Syunik and for responding to the 
problems.

The French MPs noted that 
they are raising Armenian issues 
in the parliament and after the 
recent aggression, they aim to 
intensify the French and interna-
tional efforts in this regard.

Nare Ghazaryan and Suren 
Kesedjian also accompanied the 
members of the delegation to the 

villages of Verishen and Vaghatur, which 
were affected by the military operations, 
where they saw the consequences of the 
aggression on the ground.

No misunderstandings between Armenia and Iran – MFA Spokesman

Armenia has no misunderstandings 
with Iran, Armenian Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Vahan Hunanyan said in an 
interview with Iranian Mehr news agency.

Vahan Hunanyan said Armenia and Iran 
have enjoyed very long historical relations, 
and these are not limited to government re-
lations.

Describing Iran as a key partner for Ar-
menia, he voiced hope the relations would 
become stronger in all fields.

“I think we don’t have any misunder-
standings with Iran,” he said and added 
that the opinions of Yerevan and Tehran 
coincide on most issues.

As a result, the two countries’ relations 
will get stronger in the future, the Arme-

nian diplomat noted.
Asked about the country’s relation with 

Azerbaijan, he said, “Armenia seeks to es-
tablish peace in the South Caucasus region. 
In this regard, we entered into negotiations 
with the Azerbaijani side, but they always 
raise their maximum demands in the nego-
tiations.”

Noting that all the problems should 
be solved at the negotiation table, he ex-
pressed hope that Azerbaijan, like Arme-
nia, would follow the same procedure at 
the negotiation table.
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Armenia defense spending will increase by 113% in 2023 compared to 
2018 - PM

In 2023, the spending in the defense 
sector of Armenia will increase by 113 per-
cent, or by 270 billion drams, compared 
to 2018; defense spending in 2023 will 
amount to 509 billion drams, or $1.2 bil-
lion. Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan an-
nounced this in the National Assembly, at 
Wednesday’s joint session of parliamentary 
standing committees, during the latter’s 
debates on the draft 2023 state budget of 
Armenia.

“We have undertaken the process of 
army reforms, a number of legislative 

amendments have already been sent to the 
National Assembly; I hope they will be 
passed in the near future. Their purpose is 
to first set a standard, and secondly, to set a 
standard salary,” he said.

According to Pashinyan, the objective 
and meaning of this whole process is a 
transition to a professional army in Arme-
nia, as well as to increase its defense ca-
pability.

“Let me stress in particular that the sig-
nificant increase and reforms of spending 

in the defense sector, our goal of transition-
ing to a professional army, do not in any 
way contradict the peace agenda adopted 
by Armenia’s government.

The army is one of the most import-
ant institutions of the state, which should 
be established. We have a task to have an 
army of high standards, which on the other 
hand does not contradict the peace agenda 
in any way. Armenia will consistently ad-
vance the declared peace agenda,” said 
Pashinyan.

Economy Minister sees need for increasing number of hotels in 
Armenia

In July-August 2022, the hotels in Ar-
menia were fully booked, therefore, it is 
necessary to increase the number of hotels, 
Minister of Economy Vahan Kerobyan said 
during the debate of the 2023 state budget 
draft at the joint session of parliamentary 
standing committees.

“Travel agencies of other countries 
have told us that they have rejected many 
tourists who wanted to visit Armenia be-
cause they couldn’t solve their accommo-

dation issues. This first of all relates to 
Yerevan and Gyumri. In these two cities 
we have strong deficit in hotel rooms in 
peak months”, the minister said.

He stated that one of the problems in 
tourism sector in Armenia is that during 
summer the hotels are fully booked, but the 
situation is different in winter months.

“In other words, the problem must 
be divided into two parts. Obviously, the 
number of hotels must increase. We con-

sider various opportunities how to do that”, 
he said.

Iran’s gas exports to Armenia to double – official
Iranian deputy oil min-

ister says the gas exports to 
Armenia will double in the fu-
ture, Mehr News reports.

Majid Chegeni, the dep-
uty minister of oil for gas af-
fairs and National Iranian Gas 
Company (NIGC) CEO, made 
the announcement after Iran 
and Armenia signed a mem-
orandum of understanding on 
economic cooperation in the 
energy field earlier today.

The two countries thus extend the “gas 
for electricity” deal until 2030.

“Now we export one million cubic 

meters of gas to Armenia on 
a daily basis, which will be 
doubled based on the new 
memorandum,” Chegeni said.

Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan vidited 
in Tehran on November 1 at 
the invitation of President 
Ebrahim Raisi, at the head of 
a high-ranking delegation of 
political and economic offi-
cials, and was officially wel-

comed by the Iranian president.
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Armenia’s Central bank sets refinancing rate at 10.5%

At a meeting on November 1 the Board 
of the Central Bank of Armenia (CBA) de-
cided to raise the refinancing rate by 0.5 
percentage points, setting it to 10.5%.

In September, 2022, the 12-month 
inflation rose amounting to 9.9%. The 
12-month core inflation also increased, 
reaching 10.5%. 

Slowing trends of economic activity are 
observed in the global economy. The cen-
tral banks of advanced countries continue 
to significantly tighten monetary condi-
tions. This is expressed by a certain drop in 
prices in international commodity markets, 
however, headline inflation in the main 

partner countries of Armenia is still high. 
Notwithstanding certain recovery in sup-
ply chains, risks related to their disruptions 
in individual markets remain. As a result, 
weak inflationary effects on the Armenian 
economy from the global economy are ex-
pected. 

In the third quarter of 2022, the trends 
of high activity in the Armenian economy 
are persisting. The economic growth pri-
marily bears the positive effects of external 
demand, reflected as a significant increase 
in the services sector. Continued increase 
in the inflow of international visitors and 
money transfers from the Russian Fed-
eration contributes to the expanding of 
demand. This is also expressed in the im-
provement in Armenia’s external balance 
position and dram exchange rate appre-
ciation. High demand also contributes to 
the heating of labor market, the expanse 
of overall inflationary environment and 
persistence of high inflation expectations. 

In current circumstances, the conduct of 
contractionary and coordinated fiscal and 
monetary policy is important.

In the current situation, the Board of 
the CBA finds it appropriate to raise the 
policy rate. A relatively tightening mone-
tary policy and the dram appreciation will 
gradually contribute to containing demand 
and reducing inflationary expectations. The 
Board of the CBA will be consistent in tak-
ing adequate actions to stabilize inflation 
and absorb any risk of de-anchoring infla-
tion expectations. In accordance with the 
monetary policy scenario, the 12-month in-
flation will gradually decrease and stabilize 
around the 4% target in the medium run. 

The Board of the CBA estimates that 
the risks of inflation deviating from the 
projected path are mainly balanced; should 
such risks materialize in either direction, 
the CBA will respond accordingly to fulfil 
of the price stability objective.

Armenia unilaterally terminates contract with Jordanian arms-
producing company, demands it to pay a fine

The Armenian Ministry of Defense has 
terminated an agreement with the Jorda-
nian company Jadara Equipment & De-
fense Systems Co.

A relevant letter, signed by Deputy De-
fense Minister Karen Brutyan, has been 
published on the website of the Procure-
ment System of the Armenian Finance 
Ministry.

The letter says that under the agreement 
signed between the Ministry of Defense 
of Armenia and Jadara Equipment & De-
fense Systems Co, dated August 6, 2021, 
the company was supposed to deliver the 
goods envisaged by the contract during 
2021.

The Armenian Defense Ministry no-
tified the Jordanian company that it was 
unilaterally terminating the contract on Oc-

tober 10, 2022 and demanded that the com-
pany pay a fine of 23 million drams (about 
$57,000) within five days after receiving 
the notification.

JADARA Equipment & Defense Sys-
tems Co PSC is a 
Jordanian military-in-
dustr ial  company, 
which produces and 
sells short and me-
dium range anti-tank 
systems, as well as 
Opto-Electronic, 
Night Vision, and 
Thermal sighting sys-
tems for various mili-
tary applications.

I n  S e p t e m b e r 
2022 the company 

partnered with Azerbaijan’s Ministry of 
Defense to develop a new anti-tank guided 
missile (ATGM) system. The company un-
veiled the Terminator-FM at ADEX 2022 
in Baku.
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IMF reaches staff-level agreement with Armenia on $165.6 mln stand-
by loan

International Monetary Fund staff 
have reached agreement with Armenia on 
a $165.6 million, three-year precautionary 
stand-by lending arrangement, the IMF 
said on Wednesday.

The fund said the agreement is subject 
to approval by its executive board, which is 
expected to consider it next month.

It said the three-year deal would sup-
port the Armenian government’s economic 
program to preserve macroeconomic, fis-
cal, and financial stability, while moving 
forward with reforms aimed at promoting 
inclusive growth.

At the request of the Armenian author-
ities, a staff team from the International 
Monetary Fund, led by Ms. Iva Petrova, 
visited Yerevan from September 26 to Oc-
tober 6 to discuss a three-year economic 
program supported by an IMF precaution-
ary Stand-By Arrangement . At the conclu-
sion of the discussions, including a series 
of virtual meetings, Ms. Petrova issued the 
following statement:

“I am pleased to announce that the 
IMF team and the Armenian authorities 
have reached a staff-level agreement on a 
precautionary Stand-By Arrangement for 
SDR 128.8 million (about $165.6 million) 
to support the government’s economic pro-
gram to preserve macroeconomic, fiscal, 
and financial stability, and to advance re-
forms to promote inclusive growth. The 
agreement is subject to approval by the 
IMF Executive Board, which is expected 
to consider it in December 2022.

“Guided by sound macroeconomic 
policies amid significant global and re-
gional challenges, Armenia is on course 
to achieve growth of about 11 percent in 
2022, in part driven by large inflows of 
external income, capital, and labor into 
the country. Fiscal overperformance and 
dram appreciation have contributed to a 
significant decline in public debt, which 
is expected to drop to 51 percent of GDP 

this year from 60.3 percent of GDP in 
2021. While inflation has temporarily in-
creased on the back of supply and demand 
shocks, the Central Bank of Armenia has 
proactively raised the policy rate by 625 
basis points since December 2020, aiming 
to steer inflation toward its medium-term 
target of 4 percent. International reserves 
have risen, while the dram has appreciated 
strongly in the past few months. Important 
structural reforms have taken place in the 
areas of public financial management, rev-
enue administration, the inflation targeting 
framework, the financial sector, and gov-
ernance.

“Economic growth is expected to de-
celerate in 2023, reflecting weaker exter-
nal demand and tighter global financial 
conditions, and to remain in the 4-5 per-
cent range over the medium term. CPI in-
flation is projected to gradually converge 
to the CBA’s target over the medium term, 
supported by tight monetary policy and as 
the impact of external shocks wane. The 
current account deficit, which has widened 
with the rapid growth of the economy, is 
expected to gradually narrow to around 5 
percent of GDP. The risks to the outlook 
are mainly external.

“Given a highly uncertain outlook and 
overheating risks, the 2023 budget needs 
to avoid creating excessive demand pres-
sures. Within the budget envelope, priority 
should be given to high-quality expenditure 
and strengthening the social safety net. The 
increase in much needed capital spending 
should be supported by expanding reforms 
of the public investment management pro-
cess to ensure a strategic, transparent, and 
consistent project selection and timely and 
efficient implementation. Continued com-
pliance with the rules-based fiscal frame-
work would keep the debt to GDP ratio on 
a declining path.

“The authorities’ efforts to adopt a 
more transparent, equitable, efficient, and 
environmentally friendly tax system and a 
stronger revenue administration will sup-
port the government’s revenue raising ob-
jectives and create space for much needed 
development spending. Plans to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of govern-
ment spending, enhance public financial 

management—including through robust 
fiscal risk management, transparency, and 
governance—and ensure higher-quality 
public investment are also welcome.

“The current monetary policy stance 
is appropriate, and further policy changes 
should remain dependent on the evolution 
of inflation and inflation expectations. Ef-
forts to foster capital market development 
and deepen financial inclusion will con-
tinue to enhance the effectiveness of the 
monetary policy transmission mechanism. 
Staff welcomes the CBA’s continued com-
mitment to the existing flexible exchange 
rate regime, which has served Armenia 
well in the face of successive external 
shocks, and to maintaining healthy reserve 
buffers.

“Thanks to prudent risk management 
and strong supervision, the banking sys-
tem is well capitalized and liquid. Con-
tinued monitoring of financial sector risks 
and enhancing the macroprudential tools 
would help stem risks associated with the 
rapid rise in housing prices and mortgage 
lending. Staff welcomes the CBA’s plans 
to strengthen risk-based bank supervision 
and incentivize banks to improve their risk 
management capacity, as well as to develop 
an enhanced bank resolution framework.

“The government’s structural reform 
agenda appropriately focuses on improv-
ing the business environment, fostering 
productivity, reducing unemployment and 
poverty, and addressing pressing climate 
mitigation and adaptation challenges. 
Achieving these objectives requires de-
veloping stronger trade links, building 
infrastructure to support connectivity; 
improving transportation, land, and water 
management and encouraging green en-
ergy generation; fostering access to finan-
cial services and labor force participation; 
completing governance reforms, and 
reducing informality. Ambitious digita-
lization efforts should spearhead public 
administration reforms and improve public 
service quality and delivery.

“The IMF team thanks the Armenian 
authorities, private sector, and develop-
ment partners for fruitful discussions and 
cooperation.”
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Ruben Vardanyan appointed Artsakh’s Minister of State
President of the Artsakh Republic Ara-

yik Harutyunyan has signed a decree, re-
leasing Artak Beglaryan from the position 
of the Minister of State. Ruben Vardanyan 
will replace him on the post.

According to another decree, an 
amendment has been made to the decree 
“On Coordination of the Activities of Min-
isters by the Minister of State of the Art-
sakh Republic,” according to which the 
Minister of State will coordinate the activ-
ities of the following ministers:

1) Minister of Healthcare 
2) Minister of Justice 
3) Minister of Foreign Affairs 
4) Minister of Agriculture 
5) Minister of Education, Science, Culture 
and Sports 

6) Minister of Social Development and 
Migration 
7) Minister of Territorial Administration 
and Infrastructure 
8) Minister of Municipal Engineering 
9) Minister of Finance and Economy.

Pursuant to another decree of the Pres-
ident signed on the same day, changes and 
amendments have been made to the de-

cree “On Establishing the Procedure for 
Organizing the Activities of the Artsakh 
Republic Government and Other State Ad-
ministration Bodies,” according to which 
the Minister of State is also assigned the 
functions of coordinating the activities of 
the heads of the following state administra-
tion bodies of the Artsakh Republic:

• Head of the State Supervision Ser-
vice, 
• Chairman of the Cadaster and State 
Property Management Committee, 
• Chairman of the Committee on Material 
Damages, 
• Chairman of the State Revenue Committee, 
• Chairman of the Management Commit-
tee of State Inspectorates, 
• Chairman of the Water Committee.

Armenia’s territorial integrity cannot be 
subject to bargaining – Ambassador Varuzhan 

Nersesyan
Things are more promising than they 

were a few months ago – but political 
will and compromise are needed to find 
a long-term solution, Armenian Ambassa-
dor to UK Varuzhan Nersesyan said as he 
weighed on perspectives of “just peace” 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

In an article published by The Tele-
graph, the Ambassador reminded of the 
atrocities carried out during the mid-Sep-
tember attack on Armenia’s sovereign ter-
ritory and noted that two years after the 
fighting stopped, Azerbaijan still holds 
dozens of Armenian prisoners of war. Fur-
thermore, Azerbaijan’s government has 
announced that it intends to erase Arme-
nian inscriptions on religious sites in the 

territory that it occupied in the 2020 war 
against Nagorno-Karabakh.

“The tragedy in Ukraine has been a 
useful distraction for Azerbaijan but per-
haps it’s also a lesson we should all heed. 
There must be vigilance against any further 
military escalation and recognition that a 
clear path towards a comprehensive peace 
has already been laid out. Since the end of 
the war in 2020 the Armenian Government 
has adopted the “peace agenda” and has 
committed to opening an era of peaceful 
development in the South Caucasus,” Var-
uzhan Nersesnayn said. 

The Ambassador said “Armenia is 
ready for compromise but one that opens 
a path for a real and long lasting peace be-

tween neighboring countries.”
“Its territorial integrity cannot be sub-

ject to bargaining and Azerbaijan’s forces 
must withdraw from the areas it now occu-
pies since May 12, 2021,” he said.

“The war in Ukraine and the energy cri-
sis will not be enough to provide Azerbai-
jan with cover for any further aggression. 
Only constructive engagement, political 
will and mutual compromises will lead to a 
just peace for both countries,” the Ambas-
sador noted.

Armenian Security Council Secretary meets head of EU observation 
capacity mission in Armenia

Secretary of Armenia’s Security 
Council Armen Grigoryan received the 
head of the EU observation capacity 
mission in Armenia, Marek Szczygieł 
the head of the EU observation mission 
in Georgia. The meeting was also at-
tended by the head of the EU delegation 
in Armenia, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary Andrea Wictorin. 

The Secretary of the Security Council wel-
comed the visit of the head of the mission 
to Armenia and expressed satisfaction with 
the results of bilateral cooperation. The 
secretary emphasized with confidence that 
bilateral cooperation has the potential to 
contribute to the strengthening of the secu-
rity environment in the region.

Marek Szczygieł the head of the EU 

observation capacity mission in Armenia, 
expressed his gratitude for the support 
shown at both the state and local levels, in 
particular, he emphasized the willingness 
to contribute to bilateral cooperation.

At the meeting, the interlocutors re-
flected on the activity of the EU civil mis-
sion.
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Armenian Genocide discussed at UK House of Lords
The Genocide Determination 

Bill sponsored by Lord David Alton 
was given a Second Reading in the 
House of Lords as peers agreed to 
commit it to a Committee of the 
whole House for further consider-
ation.

“Next year will mark the 75th 
anniversary of the UN Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide, but we 
are nowhere near having clear 
mechanisms to help us deliver on the duty 
contained therein to prevent the very core 
of the convention—“never again”—hap-
pening all over again,” Lord Alton said at 
the debate.

Lord Ara Darzi paid tribute to the noble 
Lord Alton for the passionate and deter-
mined way he has pursued this vital issue 
over many years.

“As the first Armenian in the British 
Parliament, and as a descendent of a geno-
cide survivor, I owe him a particular debt. I 
was born in Iraq to Armenian parents made 
refugees by the 1915 genocide, in which 
more than 1 million ethnic Armenians were 
massacred by the Ottomans. I say that I am 
a genocide survivor, and in 33 countries 
around the world that description would be 
acknowledged, yet the country I have made 
my home is not one of them,” he said.

“My great-grandfather, who lived in 
Erzurum in what is now north-east Turkey, 
was executed along with his sons by the 
Ottoman forces. My grandmother, then just 
a teenager, escaped with her mother, and 
the two of them walked barefoot for weeks 
before finally finding sanctuary in Mosul 
in northern Iraq. They were the lucky ones. 
Many other women and children were sent 
on a death march across the desert from 
which they would never return. Half a cen-
tury later, my family and I emigrated from 
Iraq to Ireland, where I studied medicine, 
before moving to London in the 1990s, 
where I have dedicated my career to the 
NHS,” he noted.

“As the first Armenian in this House, 

I was overjoyed when President Biden 
decided a year ago to break with his pre-
decessors and recognize the Armenian 
genocide. The vote in the US House of 
Representatives in October 2020 was over-
whelming. It was a hugely emotional mo-
ment for me and for Armenians all over 
the world. Most European countries—in-
cluding France, Germany, Italy, the Neth-
erlands and Sweden—have recognized the 
Armenian genocide, but the UK has not,” 
Lord Darzi stated.

He reminded that as Hitler planned the 
Holocaust in 1939, he asked his fellow 
Nazis: “Who, after all, speaks today of the 
annihilation of the Armenians?”

“Unless we, as members of the inter-
national community, call out genocidal 
violence wherever it occurs, its perpetra-
tors will feel encouraged to continue. We 
should use the experience not to fuel bit-
terness and revenge but to set a stake in the 
ground and declare, “Never again”—not 
just for the Armenians but for people all 
over the world. We cannot protect the Ui-
ghurs in Xinjiang, the Rohingya in Myan-
mar, the Tigrayans in Ethiopia and others 
experiencing genocidal attacks in the 21st 
century without telling the truth about the 
past. Indeed, sacrificing the truth about 
the past for the convenience of the pres-
ent is dangerous. In 2020, the invasion of 
Nagorno-Karabakh by Azerbaijan, sup-
ported,” Lord Darzi said.

He noted that the bill is not simply 
about addressing a historic injustice. “It is 
about how our understanding of the past 

shapes our actions in the 
present. It is about giving 
the full message of mean-
ing when we say, “Never 
again”. I ask that your Lord-
ships give the Bill your full 
support,” he said.

“I was very struck by 
the speech of the noble 
Lord, Lord Darzi. I have 
read The Forty Days of 
Musa Dagh by the Jewish 

writer, Franz Werfel. It is a novel about the 
experiences of the Armenians during their 
genocide. It is a very powerful account. It 
is not surprising that Adolf Hitler had that 
Jewish writer’s books burned, because, as 
the noble Lord told us, Hitler himself said, 
“Who now remembers the Armenians?”—
effectively, “Why should we worry when 
nobody else seems to worry?”” Lord Alton 
said.

“I have been to Nagorno-Karabakh 
with my noble friend Lady Cox. I took my 
daughter with me, and said to her, “If ever 
you go into public life, speak up for those 
for whom there is no voice”. My grandfa-
ther gave me pictures that he brought back 
from the Holy Land during the First World 
War that showed executed Armenians who 
had been murdered as the Ottoman Turks 
retreated from Jerusalem. We saw those 
same photographs in the genocide museum 
in Yerevan. I was personally very taken not 
only by what the noble Lord, Lord Darzi, 
had to say but by what everyone has said in 
this debate,” he noted.

“This Bill should be committed to a 
Committee and we should have further dis-
cussion. We should thrash out the details 
and honor the promises that were given 
to me by two former Foreign Secretaries, 
who are also now former Prime Ministers. 
We should be as good as our word in poli-
tics. They said that this would be reformed. 
This Bill provides an opportunity for it to 
be reformed. I commend it to the House.,” 
Lord Alton said.
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Armenian Ombudswoman, President of “Institute of Liberal Politics” 
sign MoU on joining efforts in fighting hate speech

On November 3, the Human 
Rights Defender of Armenia, 
Ms. Kristinne Grigoryan, and the 
President of “The Institute of Lib-
eral Politics” NGO, Ms. Tatevik 
Matinyan, signed a memorandum 
of cooperation, the Office of the 
Ombudsperson said.

The Ambassador of the King-
dom of the Netherlands to Arme-
nia, H.E. Mr. Nico Schermers, 
attended the ceremony.

By signing the memorandum, the par-
ties agreed to cooperate in defense of 
human dignity and freedom from discrim-
ination, regardless of gender, race, skin 
color, language, religion, political or other 

opinions, national or social origin, belong-
ing to a national minority, property, birth 
status or any other factor of identity as 
well as to combine their efforts within the 
framework of the “Combating hate speech 

for the sake of pluralism and tolerant, 
democratic society” project funded 
by the Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands in the Republic of 
Armenia.

During the meeting preceding the 
memorandum signing, the Defender 
and Ms. Matinyan expressed their 
gratitude to H.E. Mr. Schermers for 
providing productive assistance in the 
fight against hate speech. In response, 
the Ambassador expressed hope that 

due to joint work, it will be possible to de-
velop an effective toolkit that will be appli-
cable to prevent the dissemination of hate 
speech not only in Armenia but also in any 
other country, including the Netherlands.

Australia acknowledges Azerbaijani aggression
The Australian Government’s De-

partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT) has finally named Azerbaijan as 
the responsible party for a specific series 
of crimes against Armenian prisoners of 
war, in response to the Armenian National 
Committee of Australia (ANC-AU)’s latest 
appeal to the country’s Foreign Minister, 
Senator the Hon. Penny Wong.

The ANC-AU received correspondence 
articulating what represents a significant 
shift in narrative from DFAT, which had 
until now preferred statements calling on 
both sides to show restraint, refraining 
from joining allies in naming Azerbaijan as 
the sole aggressor in the South Caucasus 
conflict targeting Armenia and Artsakh.

The department stated: “The govern-
ment shares the international community’s 
condemnation of the deliberate targeting 
of civilians and mistreatment of military 
personnel, in particular the reported exe-
cutions of Armenian troops by Azerbaijani 
forces and mutilation of a dead female sol-
dier.”

The ANC-AU welcomed the statement 

received from DFAT on behalf of Minister 
Wong.

“For the first time, Canberra has called 
out instances of Azerbaijani aggression 
against the Republic of Armenia, without 
resorting to both-sideist, victim-blaming 
rhetoric, which our community has become 
accustomed to during the Nagorno Kara-
bakh conflict,” said ANC-AU Executive 
Director Michael Kolokossian.

“We welcome this as a step in the right 
direction for Canberra and one that is more 
aligned with the position of her allies. We 
now expect our Government will bring 
Australia to parity with the United States, 
France and others by calling on the aggres-
sor regime of Azerbaijan to withdraw its 
invading troops from Armenia’s sovereign 

borders,” added Kolokossian.
Minister Wong also delivered a sim-

ilar response to the National Council of 
Churches of Australia (NCAA) General 
Secretary Elizabeth Stone, who had joined 
in conveying the Armenian-Australian 
community’s concerns over the brutal as-
sault and invasion against Armenia and the 
desecration of cultural and religious heri-
tage sites in the occupied areas of the Re-
public of Artsakh. 

Minister Wong wrote: “We are con-
cerned by recent reports of damage to Ar-
menian religious and historical buildings, 
which continues the disappointing pattern 
of damage and misuse of civilian, cultural, 
religious and historical sites in and around 
Nagorno Karabakh since the 1990s.”

The Armenian National Committee of 
Australia extended warm gratitude to all 
community and religious organizations, 
grassroots community members and local, 
state and federal political leaders for advo-
cating for this shift in position by the Aus-
tralian Government.
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Armenian companies to present their products during trade show in US
For already the second time Armenian 

businessmen will have an opportunity to 
present their products in the United States 
on the sidelines of the Armenian-American 
Business Bridge exhibition-festival.

The event will take place in the US city 
of Glendale on December 1-8, President of 
the Council of the International Business 
Relations Support Mariam Manukyan told 
a press conference in Armenpress, adding 
that this year the event will have more par-
ticipants and products.

“More than 500 applications were sub-
mitted by the Armenian companies for 
participation in the exhibition. Both large 
and small and medium enterprises have 
applied. 40 companies have been selected. 
I want to note that it was very difficult to 
select. Several criteria have been taken 
into account, in particular, the companies 

must have had operated at least for 3 years 
and the turnover must have started from 20 
million”, Mariam Manukyan said, adding 
that several small companies have been 
provided with an opportunity to be pre-
sented in a single pavilion with several 
product samples.

The selected companies present differ-
ent products – textile, shoes, bags, canned 
food, dried fruits, jewelry, tourism, IT, etc.

Member of the Council of the Interna-
tional Business Relations Support Gevorg 
Aghabalyan said that major activities are 
being carried out with Armenian companies.

“There are technical criteria in the US 
market which the companies need to meet 
in order to be able to enter an international 
market. Unfortunately, even large compa-
nies, the Armenian manufacturers often 
are not ready for that criteria. Our working 

group has made all efforts to ensure certifi-
cation, licensing so that our companies will 
be able to sell their products without any 
obstacle”, he said.

During the festival the Armenian com-
panies will not only have an opportunity 
to sell their products, but also to establish 
business ties. The participants are going 
to have a busy agenda as meetings are 
expected with the representatives of the 
Chambers of Commerce of Mexico, Thai-
land and Vietnam.

Despite being held for just the 2nd time, 
the exhibition-festival’s results are already 
visible. More than 10 companies, which 
participated in the previous event, have al-
ready managed to find partners in the US 
and export their goods.

Ohan Durian’s statue unveiled in Yerevan’s Freedom Square

The memorial statue of renowned Ar-
menian late conductor Ohan Durian was 
inaugurated on November 4 in Yerevan’s 
Freedom Square, in the area near the Na-
tional Opera and Ballet Academic Theater, 
on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of 
birth of maestro.

The ceremony was attended by Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, his spouse Anna 

Hakobyan, President Vahagn Khachatu-
ryan, ministers, other top officials and cul-
tural figures.

In his remarks PM Pashinyan said he 
was shocked when he saw the photo of the 
sculpture. “For me, Ohan Durian was just 
like this. He didn’t look like this on stage. I 
remember the documentary of Stas Namin 
about Onan Durian where Durian wears a 
short-sleeved shirt during the rehearsal. I 
was shocked by the work and look of his 
arms, those muscular, impressive arms, be-
cause in a tailcoat Durian is not visible and 
fully understandable”, he said, congratulat-
ing the authors of this initiative.

Author of the idea Vahan Vardapetyan 
called the ceremony “The third return 
of Ohan Durian”. “1975 – a return to the 
Soviet Armenia, 1991 – a return to inde-

pendent Republic of Armenia and today, 
November 4, 2022, a return to the third 
or eternal return. A world-renowned con-
ductor, a great citizen and intellectual, but 
in my own description – the power of the 
people returned the freest and most inde-
pendent citizen of Armenia Ohan Durian 
to the Freedom Square, to the area near 
the Opera Threater named after A. Spendi-
aryan”, Vardapetyan said, calling the selec-
tion of the location symbolic.

Durian’s widow expressed gratitude to 
the authors of the initiative. She wished 
peace to Armenia, wisdom to the people 
and achievements in cultural and other areas.

The author of the sculpture is Getik 
Baghdasaryan, the architect is Sahak Sa-
faryan and the author of the glass pedestal 
Arsen Petrosyan.

Roxanne Makasdjian appointed as expert at California Governor’s 
Council on Holocaust and Genocide Education

California Governor Gavin Newsom 
named nine leading academic experts 
and advocates to serve on the Governor’s 
Council on Holocaust and Genocide Edu-
cation, his Office said in a statement.

The statement says that the decision 
came “in the wake of a disturbing increase 
in anti-Semitic hate”.

The new members are distinguished 
leaders and experts in Holocaust and geno-
cide education, representing organizations 
that reflect the diverse groups impacted by 
the Holocaust and genocide throughout 
history. Among them is Roxanne Makas-

djian, Executive Director of the Genocide 
Education Project.

The Governor’s Council on Holocaust 
and Genocide Education is tasked with 
promoting Holocaust and genocide edu-
cation throughout California to provide 
young people with the tools necessary to 
recognize and respond to bigotry or dis-
crimination on campus.

“An attack on any of our communities 
is an attack against all Californians and our 
state will not stand by as the forces of hate 
instigate acts of violent extremism that put 
lives at risk,” said Governor Newsom. 

The Armenian National Committee of 
America (ANCA) welcomed and congratu-
lated Roxanne Makasdjian on appointment.
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Armenia’s HayPost releases new stamp in honor of 2021 Aurora Prize 
laureate Julienne Lusenge

The Aurora Humanitarian Initiative 
has yet again teamed up with HayPost, Ar-
menia’s national postal operator, to issue 
a postage stamp featuring 2021 Aurora 
Prize Laureate Julienne Lusenge. A human 
rights defender and co-founder of Wom-
en’s Solidarity for Inclusive Peace and 
Development (SOFEPADI) and Fund for 
Congolese Women (FFC), her boundless 
courage and tireless activism have shone a 
light on the desperate plight of thousands 
of Congolese women subjected to horrific 
sexual abuse amidst the civil war in the 
country. Julienne Lusenge was named the 
Laureate at the Ceremony that took place 
in October 2021 on San Lazzaro Island in 
Venice, Italy.

“I’m deeply grateful to Aurora and 
HayPost for this honor and recognition. 
Seeing my face on the stamp makes me 
very emotional, as I know that people from 
all over the world will now be able to learn 
about the cause I’m fighting for. Aurora 
brings a message of peace, solidarity, and 
support to modern-day heroes around the 
world risking everything to help others and 
helps raise the voices of the silenced vic-
tims of atrocities. I’m humbled to be part 

of the Initiative’s community,” said 2021 
Aurora Prize Laureate Julienne Lusenge.

Aurora has been releasing stamps fea-
turing the Aurora Prize Laureates annually 
since 2017. The new edition, designed 
by Alla Mingalyova, Art Director of the 
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative, is also a 
fundraising tool. Attached to the first-class 
stamp that costs 350 AMD is a donation 
coupon for 150 AMD. From every sold 
item, HayPost will transfer the 150 AMD 
donation to Aurora.

“This is our sixth stamp released in co-
operation with the Aurora Humanitarian 
Initiative. HayPost highly values this part-
nership and appreciates the opportunity to 
empower modern humanitarians saving 
lives and giving others hope. The impact 
that Julienne Lusenge has had upon the 
lives of the Congolese women is beyond 
impressive, and we admire her work very 
much. We are honored to support her while 
continuing to raise global awareness of Au-
rora’s mission,” said Araik Abrahamyan, 
Interim CEO of HayPost.

As the 2021 Aurora Prize Laureate, Ju-
lienne Lusenge has received a $1,000,000 
grant and a chance to continue the cycle 
of giving by supporting organizations 
that help people in need. Considering the 
acute needs of the people of Artsakh (Na-
gorno-Karabakh) affected by the 2020 
war, she has selected 13 projects to receive 
$250,000 of the Prize funds and use them 

to alleviate the suffering of the local pop-
ulation. The Aurora Co-Founders have 
matched this contribution, bringing the 
total amount to $500,000.

In addition, Julienne Lusenge has dis-
tributed funds between three organizations 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
that support grassroots women’s organiza-
tions, empower survivors of gender-based 
violence and reintegrate internally dis-
placed persons:
• In Ituri Province, the Association of 

Mothers for Development and Peace 
(AMDP) will directly help over 2,560 
people, mostly women and girls, giving 
local population access to food, proper 
healthcare, legal support, and education.

• Around 12,000 widows, orphans, and 
internally displaced persons in the city 
and territory of Beni will have free ac-
cess to drinking water thanks to Fund 
for Congolese Women (FFC).

• In North Kivu and Ituri Province, the 
League for Congolese Solidarity (LSC) 
will empower 1584 victims of gen-
der-based violence and conflict who 
will directly benefit from programs de-
signed to help them thrive.
Since its launch, the Aurora Humanitar-

ian Initiative has benefitted over 2,700,000 
people worldwide. To join Aurora’s vision 
of a better future and help us make a dif-
ference, please support the Aurora Human-
itarian Initiative by making a donation.

EU commends willingness to Armenia, Azerbaijan to continue 
addressing border-related issues

The EU commends the willingness of 

Armenia and Azerbaijan to continue work-

ing on addressing border-related issues. 

Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs and Se-

curity Policy of the EU Nabila Massrali 

made the statement after the EU hosted in 

Brussels the 3rdmeeting of Armenia’s and 

Azerbaijan’s border commissions. 

This meeting followed agreements 

reached at the highest level between Pres-

ident of the European Council Charles 

Michel, President Ilham Aliyev and Prime 

Minister Nikol Pashinyan during their tri-

lateral Brussels meetings.

“The EU commends the constructive 

atmosphere in which the meeting was con-

ducted, and the willingness of the parties to 

continue working on addressing border-re-

lated issues, as well as to improve the secu-

rity situation,” the Spokesperson said.
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Under the spell of Ararat: Armenian exhibition in the Netherlands 
attracts 90 000 visitors

The “Under the spell of Ar-
arat: Treasures from ancient 
Armenia” exhibition in the 
Netherlands has over 90 000 vis-
itors over six months, Armenia’s 
Ambassador to the Netherlands 
Tigran Balayan informs.

The exhibition opened at the 
Drents Museum on May 11 in 
the presence of Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and 
run through October 30.

Visitors of Under the spell of Mount 
Ararat went on a journey through the rich 
history of Armenia. From the Stone Age, in 
which homo erectus travelled from Africa 
to Eurasia to settle in what is now Arme-
nia, via the first important leaders who had 
themselves buried in monumental mounds 
around 1500 BC, and the Kingdom of 

Urartu, to the great realm of King Tiridates 
III (AD 287-330), who made Christianity 
the state religion. 

One of the exhibition’s highlights was 
a relic of Noah’s Ark. Saint Jacob of Nisi-
bis is said to have found this piece of wood 
from the Ark at the foot of Mount Ararat in 
the 4th century AD. The relic is kept in the 

oldest cathedral in the world: Etch-
miadzin Cathedral in Armenia.

In September it was named 
the Best Exhibition of the Nether-
lands 2022.

The prize is presented annually 
by the Dutch Museumtijdschrift 
art magazine. A jury of experts de-
cides on the ten nominees, after 
which the public is asked to vote. 
The winning museum receives a 
prize of 10,000 euros.

World-famous soprano Hibla Gerzmava to perform in Armenia for 
the first time

The world-famous soprano Hibla Ger-
zmava will perform in Armenia for the first 
time during the Yerevan Perspectives 23rd 
International Music Festival, the Festival 
said in a statement.

The concert will be held on November 
12th at 19:00, at the Aram Khachaturian 
Concert Hall.

Conductor is Brian Castles-Onion. 
The Armenian National Philharmonic 

Orchestra led by Artistic Director and Prin-
cipal Conductor Eduard Topchyan will par-
ticipate in the concert.

The program includes arias from fa-
mous operas. 

Hibla Gerzmava is one of the most 
sought-after singers on the world opera 
stage. Brilliant and genuine, emotional, 
and passionate, she performs the leading 
female roles in the most famous operas. 
She brilliantly interprets the characters of 
her heroines, not only guided by a director 
but also following her own intuition. She 

received standing applauses at London’s 
Royal Opera House Covent Garden, the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York, the Vi-
enna State Opera, Milan’s La Scala, the 
Bolshoi, and the Mariinsky Theatres.

Hibla Gerzmava’s creative biography is 
rich in significant, historic events. In 2001, 
she created the festival “Hibla Gerzmava 
Invites…”, within the frame of which his-
torical series of concerts happened in Stan-
islavsky and Nemirovich-Danchenko Music 
Theatre, in Vienna in the Golden Hall of 
the Musikverein, at Carnegie Hall in New 

York, and in St. Moritz, Switzerland and 
other most prestigious venues of the world.

February 2014, Hibla took part in the 
Closing Ceremony of the Winter Olym-
pics in Sochi, performing the Final Song 
“Olympic Waltz”.

A virtuoso vocalist, Hibla Gerzmava 
appears on the major opera stages as well 
as captures the hearts from smaller stages 
throughout the world. Hibla Gerzmava has 
sung at the Théâtre du Châtelet and the 
Champs-Élysées in Paris, the Teatro Co-
munale in Florence, the Sofia Opera, the 
Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona, the Palau 
de les Arts Reina Sofia in Valencia, the 
Mariinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg, the 
Bunka Kaikan in Tokyo, and made her 
Royal Opera House debut in Covent Gar-
den in London, at the Metropolitan Opera, 
the Bavarian State Opera and the Rome 
Opera, at the Palais Garnier and many 
other places.
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

worldwide  network enables  cardhold-
ers to elect and get elected to the lead-
ership of The Armenian Identity Card 
(HyeID) network structures.
The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  

cardholders can benefit from the pos-
sibility of discounts intended for HyeID 
cardholders when shopping 
for products and services 
in various countries of 
the world.
The Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID)  cardhold-
ers can participate in 
queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
Ensure the security and 

privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org


