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Azerbaijan launches renewed massive attack with thousands of 
mercenary-terrorists against Artsakh

The Azerbaijani military continues grossly violating the humanitarian ceasefire and has launched a renewed mas-
sive attack from the morning of October 13 at the entire length of the frontline, Artsakh presidential spokesperson 
Vahram Poghosyan said.

“The Azerbaijani military are also shelling peaceful settlements with artillery fire. Several thousands of merce-
nary-terrorists are fighting together with the Azerbaijani army in their offensive operations. The Artsakh Defense 
Army is waging fierce battles, attempting to neutralize the enemy attack. We must make all efforts to inflict heavy 
losses to the enemy that is armed to the teeth and to secure victory in this patriotic war,” Poghosyan said.
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Azerbaijan’s airstrikes at Armenian church a challenge to the whole 
civilized humanity – MFA

Azerbaijan keeps attacking the peaceful population despite the 
agreement on ceasefire – MFA

Armenia condemns deliberate targeting  
of journalists by Azerbaijani forces

On October 8, the armed forces of Azer-
baijan launched airstrikes at the master-
piece of the Armenian architecture – the 
Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral 
located in the cultural capital of Artsakh, 
Shushi, causing significant damages.

“This is another crime of the mili-
tary-political leadership of Azerbaijan, 
which reveals its inhuman essence. Nev-
ertheless, this action fully fits into its 
policy of Armenophobia developed for 
decades,” the Armenian Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement.

“Azerbaijan, which has completely an-
nihilated the Armenian cultural heritage 
in Nakhichevan and in other parts of the 
historical homeland of the Armenian peo-
ple, now throughout the ongoing military 

aggression against Artsakh is trying to de-
prive Armenians of Artsakh of their home-
land and historical memory,” the statement 
reads.

According to the Foreign Ministry, “with 
these actions Azerbaijan replicates be-

havior of its newly acquired allies – the 
infamous international terrorist organiza-
tions, who are responsible for destruction 
of the numerous historical-cultural mon-
uments in the Middle East.”

“We condemn in the strongest way this 
heinous crime of Azerbaijan is also a 
challenge to the whole civilized human-
ity,” the Ministry stated.

“In this regard, we remind the Azer-
baijani military-political authorities that 
targeting religious worship sites and 
cultural monuments is war crime as en-

shrined in international humanitarian law, 
the responsibility for which has no statute 
of limitations,” it concluded.

Despite the agreement on a ceasefire for 
humanitarian purposes for the exchange of 
prisoners of war and bodies of the dead, 
reached in Moscow on 9-10 October 2020, 
with the mediation of the Russian Federa-
tion, the Azerbaijani army, being under the 
command and control of Turkey, continues 
its aggressive actions and shelling of the 
territory of the Republic of Artsakh, in-
cluding attacks on peaceful population and 
civilian objects, Artsakh’s Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement.

“The humanitarian truce was broken by 
the Azerbaijani side just minutes after the 
announcement of a ceasefire by the Defense 
Army of the Republic of Artsakh. In paral-
lel with the incessant rocket and artillery 
shelling, the Azerbaijani-Turkish forces are 
undertaking attacks in various parts of the 
front,” the Ministry said.

“As a result of the aggressive actions of 
the triple alliance of Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and international terrorists, including a 
sabotage attack in the direction of Hadrut 

after the announcement of the humanitar-
ian truce, four civilians have been killed,” 
it added.

“The actual refusal by the Azerbaija-
ni-Turkish forces to cease fire clearly indi-
cates that Turkey, which has not achieved 
its goals and therefore is not interested in 

establishing a lasting peace in the region, 
seeks by all means to prevent the realiza-
tion of the agreement on humanitarian truce 
with the mediation of the Russian Feder-
ation. Turkey does not leave attempts to 
achieve its expansionist geopolitical ob-
jectives in the South Caucasus through the 
hands of Azerbaijan and international ter-
rorists,” the Ministry noted.

“At a time when one side, represented by 
Turkey, Azerbaijan and international ter-
rorists, is strongly opposed to the establish-
ment of peace, the international community 
must take decisive measures, including 
coercive measures, to restore peace in the 
region. An important step in this direction 
is also the international recognition of the 
independence of the Republic of Artsakh,” 
the Ministry concluded.

The targeting of journalists on their pro-
fessional duty is a deliberate act aimed at 
hindering the recording of the war crimes 
conducted by the Azerbaijani army and 
their presentation to the international com-
munity, Spokesperson for the Armenian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Anna Nagh-
dalyan said in a statement.

The comments come after the armed 
forces of Azerbaijan once again shelled 

the Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots Cathedral 
located in the center of Shushi, as a result 
of which foreign journalists Yuri Kotye-
nok, Levon Arzanov, as well as their guide 
Hrant Baladyan got injured while covering 
on the ground the consequences of the first 
bombardment of the same cathedral earlier 
today.

Naghdalyan wished a speedy recovery to 
the wounded journalists and strongly con-

demned this war crime conducted by Azer-
baijan.

“At the same time, we call the attention 
of the whole international community, the 
human rights organizations and those ad-
vocating for freedom of speech to this fact 
of gross violation of the right to access to 
information,” the Spokesperson stated.
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‘Azerbaijan has become hotbed of international terrorism in region’ – 
Armenian FM says in Moscow

Armenian Constitutional Court Chooses New Head

Armenian Foreign Minister 
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan em-
phasizes the need to stop the 
military operations unleashed 
by Azerbaijan against Artsakh, 
which, he said, are being car-
ried out by Turkey’s direct in-
terference and through armed 
terrorists brought from Syria 
and Libya to Azerbaijan.

During a press conference 
in Moscow, following the 
meeting with Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov, the 
Armenian FM said Azerbai-
jan has become a hotbed of 
international terrorism in the 
region.

“The situation has already become a se-
rious security threat for the whole region. 
What our compatriots in Nagorno Kara-
bakh have faced today is the embodiment 
of an existential threat. Since September 27 
the military-political leadership of Azerbai-
jan is conducting a large-scale aggression 
against the people of Nagorno Karabakh, 
with this showing its goal – to solve the 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict with military 
means and eliminate the people of Artsakh. 
This aggression is different in a sense that 
Turkey is directly interfered, there are also 
armed terrorists in Azerbaijan from Syria 
and Libya which Turkey uses for the in-
terests of its military-political leadership. 
Azerbaijan has become a hotbed of inter-
national terrorism in the region. Today we 

need to stop the military operations, and 
Russia’s role on the matter is quite import-
ant”, the Armenian FM said.

The Minister stated that Azerbaijan 
doesn’t implement the agreement reached 
during the talks of the Armenian, Russian 
and Azerbaijani FMs on October 9, regard-
ing the cessation of hostilities.

“Azerbaijan is not fulfilling its commit-
ments on cessation of hostilities. With such 
genocidal steps Azerbaijan doesn’t put a 
difference between the military and the ci-
vilians. Moreover, it is more inclined to the 
targeting of the civilian population. During 
its military aggression Azerbaijan has tar-
geted over 120 civilian settlements in Art-
sakh, including the capital Stepanakert, the 
city of Shushi, Hadrut, Martakert, Martuni 
towns. The absence of military facilities in 
the targeted civilian settlements once again 

talks about Azerbaijan’s tar-
geted actions which is equal to 
military crime”, he stated.

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan added 
that the air, artillery and UAV 
attacks on Artsakh by the 
Azerbaijani armed forces are 
carried out by the direct sup-
port of the Turkish air force.

“There are numerous civil-
ian casualties as a result of the 
air, artillery strikes carried out 
by the support of the Turkish 
aviation, there are many vic-
tims and wounded from Azer-
baijan’s use of cluster bombs. 
As of October 10, 23 civilians 

were killed, hundreds were injured, 81 of 
them were heavily injured, by the Azerbai-
jani armed forces and the forces supporting 
them. The number of displaced people has 
increased due to the Azerbaijani aggres-
sion: some of these people moved to other 
settlements in Artsakh, and some moved to 
Armenia. The civilian infrastructures have 
also been heavily damaged. On October 8 
the Azerbaijani armed forces carried out 
two strikes on the Ghazanchetsots Church 
in Shushi”, the FM said.

Minister Mnatsakanyan said Armenia 
highly values Russia’s efforts in the peace-
ful settlement process of the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict, adding that Armenia 
has been and remains the supporter of the 
peaceful settlement of the conflict.

Armenia’s Constitutional Court elected 
its new chairman on October 12 more than 
three months after the passage of contro-
versial constitutional amendments that led 
to the ouster of its previous head, Hrayr 
Tovmasyan.

Arman Dilanyan was backed by six of the 
court’s nine judges. “I will do everything to 
ensure that we have a Constitutional Court 
fully trusted by the people,” he told report-
ers.

The amendments passed by the Arme-
nian parliament in June called for the 
gradual resignation of seven court justices 
who were locked in a standoff with Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s political team. 
Three of them had to resign with immedi-
ate effect. The amendments also required 

Tovmasyan to quit as court chairman but 
remain a judge.

Tovmasyian and the ousted judges con-
sider their removal illegal and politically 
motivated. They have appealed to the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights (ECHR) to 
have them reinstated.

This did not stop the parliament controlled 
by Pashinyan’s My Step bloc from electing 

three new court judges last month. One of 
them, Yervand Khundkaryan, was the only 
candidate nominated for the post of court 
chairman later in September. Khundkaryan 
failed to get elected, however.

Dilanyan, who was appointed to the court 
in 2018, was the only candidate for the va-
cant position in the second Constitutional 
Court vote. He insisted as recently as two 
weeks ago that he does not want to succeed 
Tovmasyan as court chairman.

“I am still of the same opinion,” Dilanyan 
said on Monday. “As you can see, it’s not 
that I’m delighted with being elected Con-
stitutional Court chairman because I can 
imagine how much responsibility [the post] 
carries and how much work awaits us in the 
future.”
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Artsakh’s Hadrut city is under full control 
of the Defense Army of Artsakh, ARMEN-
PRESS reports representative of the MoD 
Armenia Artsrun Hovhannisyan said in a 
press conference on October 12.

‘’The subversive-intelligence operations 
have been thwarted; the adversary has been 
repelled. Hadrut is under full control of Art-
sakh’s forces’’, Hovhannisyan said.

He added that starting from early morning 
Azerbaijani armed forces resumed military 
operations.

‘’Azerbaijan did not implement and had 
no plans to implement the ceasefire agree-
ment. The announcement of Azerbaijani 
leadership that they were ready to do that 
are a total lie’’, Hovhannisyan said.

Artsrun Hovhannisyan said that Azer-
baijan resumed attacks in 3-4 directions. 
‘’Heavy artillery and combat UAVs were 
used in the direction of Martakert. Sup-

ported by the Turkish air forces, Azerbaijan 
carried out 36 combat flights, during which 
the Defense Army of Artsakh was able to 
down one SU-25 jet’’, he said.

Azerbaijan unleashed full-scale war 
against Artsakh on September 27, directly 
supported by Turkey and terrorist groups 
sent by Turkey to the conflict zone. Azer-
baijan indiscriminately bombs cities and 
villages of Artsakh, killing and injuring 

numerous civilians, damaging infrastruc-
tures. So far Armenia has reported 525 
military casualties. Azerbaijan keeps secret 
the number of casualties, but according to 
the Armenian side, Azerbaijan has suffered 
nearly 5000 casualties, including regular 
army servicemen and terrorists.

On October 10 Foreign Ministers of Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan reached an agreement 
on humanitarian ceasefire in Moscow, but 
Azerbaijan started violation of the cease-
fire immediately after it was declared. Par-
ticularly, it continued bombing cities and 
launching attacks in the north-eastern and 
southern directions of the front line. Right 
now fighting continues nearby Hadrut city 
of Artsakh.

The ICRC said they will not start any hu-
manitarian mission until the ceasefire on 
Azerbaijan-Artsakh contact line is fully 
respected.

The Collective Security Treaty Organ-
ization (CSTO) will provide military 
assistance to Armenia in the conflict in Na-
gorno-Karabakh in the event of a real threat 

to its territorial integrity, or a direct military 
attack, CSTO Secretary General Stanislav 
Zas said.

He said the block will intervene in two 
cases. “The first is when real threats to 
security, stability, sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of any CSTO member state 
are created. Then it has the right to apply 
to the CSTO, the mechanism of interstate 
consultations, including emergency ones, is 
set in motion, and the necessary assistance 
or support is provided to this state at its re-
quest, “Zas told journalists on October 8.

“The second such case is in the case of 

aggression, that is, a military attack. This 
is considered an aggression against all our 
states, and in this case, at the request of our 
country, the object of aggression is immedi-
ately provided with all kinds of assistance, 
including military,” he explained.

Zas stressed that the CSTO charter pro-
vides for adequate measures to provide as-
sistance to its participants in case of such 
a need. “Any CSTO member state has the 
right to count on help,” said the CSTO Sec-
retary General.

Heavy fighting in the Karabakh conflict 
zone has been under way since September 27.

The meeting was held behind the closed 
doors and Pashinyan made no public state-
ments afterwards.

Pashinyan’s press office said he briefed 
them on diplomatic and other steps taken 
by the Armenian government in response 
to the “war unleashed by Azerbaijan with 
Turkey’s backing.” It said he also answered 
questions asked by the representatives of 
the HHK, the Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation (Dashnaktsutyun), former Pres-
ident Levon Ter-Petrosyan’s Armenian 
National Congress and several other oppo-
sition parties not represented in the parlia-
ment.

“The representatives of the political forces 
presented their observations and proposals 
regarding the fight against the enemy and 
further actions,” the office added in a statement.

Participants of the meeting also gave few 
details.

“We made very clear what we think now,” 
Dashnaktsutyun’s Ishkhan Saghatelyan 
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service. “I just 
cannot publicize that given the martial law 
and things that cannot be disclosed at this 
point.”

Saghateliyan said his party disagrees with 
Pashinyan’s Karabakh-related policy but 
declined to elaborate. “We have many con-
cerns which we voiced in a very clear and 
direct way,” he said.

Pashinyan held a separate meeting on 
October 11 with senior lawmakers repre-
senting his My Step bloc and the two parlia-
mentary opposition parties, Bright Armenia 
and Prosperous Armenia. Foreign Minister 
Zohrab Mnatsakanyan also attended it.

“It was an open conversation,” My Step’s 
Arman Yeghoyan said on Monday. “The 
prime minister answered all questions.”

“It’s a war and the situation is very diffi-
cult,” said Bright Armenia leader Edmon 
Marukyan. “The fate of our state and each 
of us is now being determined on the bat-
tlefield.”

Artsakh’s Hadrut under full control of Defense Army – military

CSTO could intervene in Karabakh conflict if Armenia gets attacked

Prime Minister meets with representatives of  
extra-parliamentary political forces
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Azerbaijan keeps targeting towns and villages in breach of agreement 
on ceasefire – Armenian FM

The Nagorno-Karabakh defense forces 
are absolutely resolute to continue their de-
fense, Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab 
Mnatsakanyan said in an interview with Al 
Jazeera.

“They are defending this methodic, metic-
ulous attack on the civilians, on the people 
of Nagorno-Karabakh,” he added.

The full text of the interview is provided 
below:

Question: We heard our correspondent 
Sinem telling us that an Azeri official is 
saying that it was clear the rockets that 
were fired in Ganja came from inside Ar-
menia, and that Nagorno-Karabakh’s mili-
tary officials have denied attacking the city. 
Is Armenia breaking the ceasefire?

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan: That is a total lie 
that is coming out in batches from Baku. 
Armenia has not been doing that. And that 
has been rejected by the Ministry of De-
fense.

We have achieved an important statement 
yesterday night to establish a ceasefire 
for the humanitarian purposes and to start 
working on that. But a few hours later, in 
the early hours of the morning on Satur-
day, Azerbaijan has been continuing with 
its military operations in every direction, 
mostly in the south. Most appallingly, they 
have been continuously targeting and hit-
ting the civilian settlements, towns and 
villages, the civilian infrastructure of Na-
gorno-Karabakh in a methodic way. This 
has been going on for the entire morning 
all the way to the afternoon. After 12pm., 
when we were supposed to have the cease-
fire established, these operations have been 
continuing on the Azerbiajani side. This is a 
premeditated attack on what we have been 
trying to achieve with this ceasefire.

Question: I want to clarify one thing with 

you sir. If Armenia is not responsible for 
the attacks on Ganja (another one happened 
on October 4), but if it is not responsible for 
this latest attack, who, do you think, did it?

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan: The Na-
gorno-Karabakh defense forces are abso-
lutely resolute to continue their defense, 
you have to understand. They are defend-
ing this methodic, meticulous attack on the 
civilians, on the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh.

Question: Now, If I can understand you, 
let me interrupt you, because I really want 
to be clear on this.You are saying that these 
are not Armenian forces that are firing 
these missiles, these are forces from Na-
gorno-Karabakh, the defense forces there, 
who are defending Nagorno-Karabakh 
while the ceasefire is in place. Is that cor-
rect?

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan: The ceasefire has 
been violated by Azerbaijani forces before 
12 noon and specifically after 12 noon. 
They have been continuing their military 
operations and most appallingly they have 
been hitting the cities and towns. You must 
send your people to Stepanakert and to 
other towns and cities to register the way 
in which those towns and cities are raised 
to the ground, in which people have been 
spending two weeks in the shelters, in 
which there is a refugee flow, in which they 
are again doing what they have been doing 
in the 1990s. – ethnic cleansing, erasing 
these people from the earth. That will not 
happen. Defense forces of Nagorno-Karab-
akh will continue to resolutely defend. And 
Armenia has been and remains a guarantor 
of their security.

Question: Armenia has been determined 
to bring in international support. It has been 
looking for support from foreign countries. 
Would that be easier to get if Armenia de-
cided to stop any breach of the ceasefire 
and lay down its weapons to allow the hu-
manitarian ceasefire to go ahead and ex-
change of prisoners and the exchange of 
bodies to go ahead?

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan: Don’t shift the 
blame on Armenia or Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Nagorno-Karabakh is faithful. We have 

negotiated this statement in good faith. 
The Nagorno-Karabakh government, the 
president has absolutely, unequivocally 
supported the ceasefire. This is a very 
important function for the very minimum 
to do – the humanitarian function of this. 
There are many serious humanitarian is-
sues that have to be resolved immediately. 
The return of the bodies, the return of the 
prisoners of war that has to be done. The 
ICRC is involved. The Armenian sides 
– Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia – are 
absolutely interested in that. And we have 
been in good faith with the ceasefire.

Question: To allow the process of the 
humanitarian work to go ahead, our corre-
spondent Bernard Smith was telling us that 
no date had yet been said for that to begin 
because it was dependent on there being a 
ceasefire. Is there a way that Armenia can 
bring pressure on whoever it is that is firing 
rockets into Azerbaijan to stop doing that 
so that the humanitarian action can take 
place? 

Zohrab Mnatsakanyan: I am coming back 
to the same question: Armenia is faithful 
to its commitment; Nagorno-Karabakh is 
faithful to its commitment. I am just re-
peating myself again in a very unequivocal 
way: since morning yesterday, all the way 
to the very-very late hours of the night, 
Azerbaijan has been shelling, targeting 
Stepanakert and other towns and villages. 
They have inflicted enormous damage to 
the civilians, to the civilian infrastructure 
all over day, when the ceasefire was em-
placed. They don’t apparently understand 
what the ceasefire is about. Ceasefire does 
not mandate them to kill civilians and to 
hit civilian settlements. That’s what was 
happening after 12 pm. Let’s be very clear 
about it. 

This once again brings in a very impor-
tant question: verification mechanisms. We 
want the ceasefire, we want verification 
mechanisms on the ground, which will in-
dicate the perpetrator, which will demon-
strate the party, which is not faithful to this 
ceasefire. We have been saying this for a 
long time and I repeat this again.



NextPrevious

6 

12 October #36(1303) 2020 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan met with 
the heads of foreign diplomatic missions 
and international organizations accredited 
in the Republic of Armenia.

The Prime Minister gave details of the 
hostilities launched by Azerbaijan against 
Nagorno-Karabakh, highlighting Turkey’s 
direct involvement in it.

Prime Minister Pashinyan’s full remarks 
are provided below:

“Good afternoon, dear Colleagues.
Understandably, the occasion for our 

meeting today is the war happening in 
Artsakh, and I consider it very important to 
acknowledge a few facts at this stage.

First of all, it is Azerbaijan which attacked 
in the direction of Nagorno-Karabakh, de-
spite the principle that use of force or the 
threat of force is unacceptable in the con-
text of the resolution of the Karabakh issue, 
even though it is one of the internationally 
recognized principles viewed as a basis for 
resolution of the conflict.

Next, it is obvious this war would not 
begin had there not been full readiness 
shown by and full engagement of Turkey. 
I would like to draw everyone’s attention 
to the fact that the hostilities began as a 
continuation of the Turkish-Azerbaijani 
joined military exercise. And that Turkey’s 
engagement in and encouragements of the 
war, I believe, is public, it is happening 
publicly, although there were Turkish of-

ficials who posted in the social media, as 
I was informed, they later deleted some 
of their posts. But it is quite obvious and 
I think that is backed by not only the ev-
idence which we have shared with our 
colleagues. It is also proven by public state-
ments to date: Turkey continues to remain 
engaged in the hostilities, in the fighting.

Thirdly, Turkey in Syria recruited mer-
cenaries and members of terrorists groups, 
using its own air transport. A hundred years 
later, why is Turkey in the South Caucasus? 
Why has it come to the South Caucasus? It 
is our assessment that Turkey has come to 
the South Caucasus to continue the policy 
of Genocide of the Armenian people. I want 
to emphasize once again—the purpose of 
that policy is not emotional or one in the 
context of historical retaliation. It is a very 
practical one.

It is quite obvious to me that this is a part 

of Turkey’s expansionist policies, because 
the Armenians in the South Caucasus are 
the last remaining obstacle on Turkey’s 
path towards the East, the North and the 
South-East. And at least to me, it is quite 
obvious that what is happening must be 
viewed in the context of what is happening 
in the Mediterranean, in Syria, in Iraq, as 
well as the relationship with Greece, with 
Cyprus. It is a part of the context of Tur-
key’s policies in the mentioned areas. This 
is clearly a policy of reinstating the Turkish 
Empire.

The hostilities and their nature once again 
have demonstrated that the Armenian peo-
ple, the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh 
are facing an existential threat, and the 
policy of shelling towns and villages in 
Nagorno-Karabakh is compared to the hate 
policy which for fifteen years has been pro-
moted in Azerbaijan.

It becomes obvious that Azerbaijan’s of-
ficial political objective is to annihilate the 
Armenians, at least in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
And I think the most important symbol of 
this is the Ramil Safarov case, which I hope 
all of you know details of, so I will spare 

you the details of that case.
Essentially, in the Nagorno-Kara-

bakh conflict zone, we are very 
close to a humanitarian crisis or 
perhaps we are already facing a hu-
manitarian crisis. Our assessment 
is that this humanitarian crisis can 
be prevented in only one effective 
way: if the international community 
officially acknowledges the afore-
mentioned facts and eventually rec-
ognizes the right of the people of 

Nagorno-Karabakh to self-determination, 
to the point of even recognizing the inde-
pendence of Nagorno-Karabakh.

I wish also to turn to the Azerbaijani 
side’s claims that the Armenian side is al-
legedly targeting civilian infrastructure in 
Azerbaijan, etc.

The Defense Army of Nagorno-Karabakh 
took any decision to act in the direction of 
any town or village after it became obvious 
that it was impossible in any other way to 
stop the rocket attacks on Stepanakert and 
on other towns and vil-

ECONOMY

Pashinyan meets with Ambassadors, emphasizes recognition of NK 
people’s right to self- determination

 page7
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Funds raised by Hayastan Fund exceed $100 million

French doctors to head for Artsakh  
to help the wounded

As of October 12, more than $100 mil-
lion has been raised within the framework 
of the “We Are Our Borders” fundraising 
campaign initiated by the Hayastan All-Ar-

menian Fund.
As a result of the nationwide unique mo-

bilization, hundreds of donations are made 
every minute on the Fund’s website.

Below are the ways to make a donation:
•	 You can join the Foundation’s online 

fundraising campaign at www.himnad-
ram.org, as well as by making interna-
tional transfers through the accounts 
listed on the website

•	 Donate 1,000 AMD by sending an SMS 
to 8000 short number, which is valid for 
the subscribers of all operators in Arme-
nia

•	 Via TelCell, EasyPay, iDram, AC-
BA-Credit Agricole Bank online, 
ACBA-Credit Agricole Bank online 
systems

•	 Paypal to info@armeniafund.org pay-
ment address.

A team of French doctors has arrived in 

Armenia. The medical team will head for 

Artsakh to help the servicemen and civil-

ians wounded during the war with Azer-

baijan.

The team has worked in different 

military zones and has a huge expe-

rience of humanitarian mission.

page 6 lages.
Let us watch a video which shows what 

attacks had been launched since the begin-
ning of the war on Stepanakert, the capital 
city of Nagorno-Karabakh. But before turn-
ing to the video, I would like to highlight 
a fact that you all may be aware of: that 
is, the President of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Putin made a public appeal, after 
which the Foreign Affairs Ministers of Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, and Russia took part in 
the adoption of the statement on ceasefire. 
But the ceasefire has not so far been re-
spected by Azerbaijan.

The ceasefire was supposed to enter into 
effect at noon, 12 o’clock p.m., but before 
the de jure entry into force of the cease-
fire agreement up to the point, there were 
intensive hostilities by Azerbaijan which 
is contrary to the logic of the ceasefire 
agreement. At 12:05, Azerbaijan started an 
attack, an offensive on the territory of the 
Autonomous District of Nagorno-Karabakh 
and attempted to conquer the town of Had-
rut. Right now, there are military operations 
in the vicinity of Hadrut.

The Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Army 
forces are trying to drive out the sabotage 
groups, which attempted to seize Hadrut. 
The situation is tense, especially in the 
southern segment; we actually didn’t man-

age to achieve a ceasefire, although the 
Armenian side is ready to comply with the 
ceasefire.

We signed to conform to our intention, 
and we are committed to our intention – 
point one, point two – on the ceasefire, on 
humanitarian actions, and on the start of ne-
gotiations with the unchanged format of the 
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs.”

During the meeting, the heads of foreign 
diplomatic missions and international or-
ganizations were shown a video on the mil-
itary operations carried out by Azerbaijan 
against peaceful settlements and civilian 
infrastructure in Nagorno-Karabakh.

After watching the video footages, the 
Armenian Prime Minister called the attend-
ees’ attention to the fact that the video fea-
tured neither military infrastructure nor any 
military personnel on the ground, which 
evidences that this was a clearly deliberate 
strike against peaceful settlements and ci-
vilian infrastructure.

“My assessment is unequivocal: The Ar-
menians are trying to quell the threat of 
genocide faced in this war,” Nikol Pashin-
yan said.

The Premier thanked RF President 
Vladimir Putin and French President Em-
manuel Macron as the leaders of the OSCE 
Minsk Group co-chairing nations who are 

making every effort to halt violence. Nikol 
Pashinyan also thanked the U.S. admin-
istration and President Donald Trump for 
urging an end to hostilities.

“We expect the co-chairing nations to 
continue their efforts. We are prepared to be 
constructive in this process. But we think 
that the resumption of the negotiation pro-
cess should take place in accordance with 
the logic formulated in the Moscow state-
ment,” Nikol Pashinyan emphasized.

The Prime Minister also thanked Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel, President 
of the European Council Charles Michel, 
Austria’s Chancellor, and the President of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, with whom 
he had a telephone conversation and ex-
changed views on the situation.

The Premier highly valued the positions 
expressed by the Prime Ministers of Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Belarus during the EAEU 
Intergovernmental Council meeting, which 
was held in Yerevan on October 9. He 
hailed the fact of their coming to Yerevan 
and attending the scheduled meeting in this 
difficult situation.

In conclusion, Nikol Pashinyan thanked 
all our partners who have shown keen in-
terest in establishing peace and stability in 
the region.
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Turkey is now the decision-maker in Azerbaijan – Armenian PM
The Armenians in the South Caucasus are 

the last impediment on Turkey’s way to ex-
panding its imperial policy, Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in 
an interview with the German Der 
Spiegel. The full text of the inter-
view is presented below:

Der Spiegel – Mr. Prime Minister, 
you have just returned from Na-
gorno-Karabakh. What is the situa-
tion up there? What did you see in 
Stepanakert?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
I saw a town under heavy shelling 
with apartment buildings and civil-
ian infrastructure targeted by rock-
et-propelled grenade launchers. I believe 
that while delivering such strikes the Az-
eris are well aware that they are targeting 
houses, civil infrastructure, schools, kin-
dergartens, but that would not stop them at 
all, and no wonder as it is now an inter-
nationally established fact that cross-bor-
der terrorist group members are involved 
in this war as allies of Azerbaijan’s armed 
forces. Turkey is transporting them to 
Azerbaijan. This is the complete picture of 
the situation at hand.

Der Spiegel – How did this war start for 
you personally? The attack began on Sun-
day, September 27, at 08:00 a.m.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – The 
President of the Artsakh Republic called 
me and said that an offensive had been 
launched. After that, I called the Chief of 
General Staff of Armenia’s Armed Forces 
to verify the information. He confirmed 
the information. After that, we convened 
a meeting of the Security Council and de-
clared martial law and nationwide mobili-
zation in the country, because we predicted 
not without good reason that there was an 
immediate threat of attack against the Re-
public of Armenia. In the following days 
we witnessed that settlements came under 
shelling and bombing in Armenia; we had 
casualties among the civilian population. 
Enemy drones flew over Yerevan and 
nearby cities.

Der Spiegel – There were clashes and 
shootings in Karabakh and on the Armeni-
an-Azerbaijani border in 2016, 2018, July 
2020. But this time the clashes are much 
more intense than the ones we witnessed 
for the past few decades. Why?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – Yes, 
you are right. Our military experts say that 
such a large-scale war with the use of so 
many troops, equipment and weapons had 
not been seen anywhere in the 21st century 
or at least had not happened frequently. 

And that has one explanation: Turkey’s in-
volvement in the war.

Der Spiegel – Could you please clarify?
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – Turkey 

is back to the South Caucasus after a break 
of 100 years to continue its policy of gen-
ocide. You know that in 1915, during the 
rule of the Young Turks, the first genocide 
of the 20th century was committed in the 
Ottoman Empire, which claimed the lives 
of 1.5 million Armenians. But emotions or 
hatred towards Armenians is not the only 
objective behind this genocidal policy.

The Armenians in the South Caucasus 
are the last impediment on Turkey’s way 
to expanding its imperial policy. We must 
look at it in the context of the general pol-
icy pursued by Turkey in the Mediterranean 
region. This policy implies use of terrorists 
and mercenaries.

The international community, especially 
Europe, must take this fact very seriously. 
If Europe fails to do so, you will have to 
meet Turkey in Vienna.

Der Spiegel – You are in fact claiming that 
Turkey is not interested in Nagorno-Karab-
akh, but that Turkey wants to create a corri-
dor through Armenian territory.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – Yes. 
And we see that the Azerbaijani statehood 
is being absorbed by Turkey. Azerbaijan 
has no longer control of its destiny; Turkey 
is now the decision-maker in Azerbaijani.

Der Spiegel – The Azerbaijani army is 
basically advancing to the south along the 
border with Iran. Almost every day, Pres-
ident Aliyev is announcing the capture of 
settlements over there. Why do you not just 
leave those villages to them? That area is 
not populated. Roughly speaking, it does 
not belong to Nagorno-Karabakh; it is lo-
cated within the security zone, which was 
formed by the Armenians around the dis-
puted area many years ago.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – I think 
it is too early for Azerbaijan to make such 
statements. The Nagorno-Karabakh De-

fense Army is implementing anti-terrorist 
operations, and it still remains to see what 

is happening on the ground.
The safety zone was not just set up 

for a whim. It was meant to protect 
the population of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, keeping their towns and 
villages safe from shelling and 
bombing. Today’s events show that 
the people of Nagorno-Karabakh, as 
they were, continue to face an exis-
tential threat from Azerbaijan.

Der Spiegel – Have you applied to 
Russia for military assistance?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan – Armenia, Russia are allies 

in the field of security; we are bound 
by specific contractual relations. I am 
convinced that Russia will honor its 
commitments in appropriate situations. 
 
Der Spiegel – You mean when there is an 
attack on the territory of Armenia?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – It is 
subject to some estimates: I mean the size 
and the potential of the threat. We have a 
developed set of contractual mechanisms. 
You may know that the 102nd Russian mil-
itary base is located in Armenia. Russian 
border troops are guarding Armenia’s bor-
ders with Turkey and Iran.

Der Spiegel – According to Kremlin’s 
press service, Vladimir Putin did not even 
call the Presidents of Azerbaijan and Tur-
key.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – I can-
not comment on that, I can only say that 
self-serving calls are almost never made 
on such a high level. The Head of Russia’s 
foreign intelligence service officially stated 
that Turkey-backed international terrorist 
groups are fighting against Karabakh and 
Armenia. Russia is not the first country to 
mention or at least hint at it. France and 
Iran spoke about it, too. This is a war be-
tween different civilizations in some sense; 
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh are in 
fact at the forefront of a civilization-driven 
standoff. We are fighting against Turkey’s 
expansionist policy and international ter-
rorism.

Der Spiegel – Do you see the possibility 
of a compromise, for example, the return of 
part of the security zone?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – It is 
not up to me to return land; the Govern-
ment of Nagorno-Karabakh is the one to 
decide on the matter. And if so, who will 
guarantee the security of the people of Na-
gorno-Karabakh?
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Deliberate destruction of cultural and religious sites characteristic of 
terrorist organizations – Artsakh MFA

The Artsakh Defense Ministry has 
strongly condemned the attack by the 
Azerbaijani armed forces on the Armenian 
Church of the Holy All-Savior (Ghazan-
chetsots), located in the city of Shushi of 
the Republic of Artsakh.

“We remind the Azerbaijani side that 
making historic monuments, works of art 
or places of worship which constitute the 
cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples the 
object of attack manifests serious violation 
of both treaty and customary international 
humanitarian law, and destruction of cul-
tural monuments as part of the conduct 
of hostilities constitutes a war crime,” the 
Ministry said.

“The deliberate destruction of historical, 

cultural and re-
ligious sites is 
a characteristic 
and notorious 
signature of 
international 
terrorist organ-

izations. Suffice it to re-
call the destruction of the 
Buddha statues of Bam-
iyan by the Taliban, as 
well as the destruction of 

the Monumental Arch in Palmyra and the 
Armenian Church of Holy Martyrs in Deir 
ez-Zor by ISIS fighters in Syria,” it added.

“The attack on the Church of the Holy 
All-Savior in the city of Shushi demon-
strates that the criminal triple alliance of 
Azerbaijan, Turkey and terrorist organi-
zations, which unleashed an aggression 
against the Republic of Artsakh, are united 
not only by common goals, but also by a 
common system of values and criminal 

methods of warfare,” the statement reads.
“We reiterate, that the preservation of 

the cultural heritage is of great importance 
for all peoples of the world and damage to 
cultural property belonging to any people 
whatsoever means damage to the cultural 
heritage of all mankind. Along with adop-

tion of numerous international conventions 
on the protection of cultural and historical 
heritage, the issue was also addressed at the 
level of the UN Security Council, which in 
its Resolution (No. 2347) on the inadmis-
sibility of destruction of cultural property 
in the event of armed conflicts, notably 
by terrorist groups, called on all States to 
make collective and coordinated efforts to 
combat such practices,” the Foreign Min-
istry stated.

It once again emphasized that under the 
circumstances of Azerbaijan’s open denial 
of the principles of humanity and universal 
values, the international recognition of the 
independence of the Republic of Artsakh is 
the most effective way to ensure the secu-
rity of the people of Artsakh, the realization 
of their fundamental rights and the preser-
vation of Artsakh’s cultural heritage.
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The United States should make 
clear to Azerbaijan and Turkey 
that if they persist in this violence 
instead of embracing a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict, we are 
prepared to recognize the Repub-
lic of Artsakh as an independent 
nation, Rep. Adam Schiff said dur-
ing a conversation with Armenia’s 
Ambassador to the US Varuzhan 
Nersisyan today.

The two discussed Azerbai-
jan’s ongoing military campaign, 
aided and abetted by Turkey and 
the foreign fighters it is bringing in from 
Syria, and which has killed hundreds and 
displaced up to half of the civilian popula-
tion of Artsakh. They also discussed Azer-
baijan’s deliberate bombing of a historic 
Armenian Church, the Ghazanchetsots Ca-
thedral, in the city of Shushi.

“For decades, through the OSCE Minsk 

Group, the United States has supported a 
peaceful, democratic, and negotiated reso-
lution to the dispute surrounding Nagorno 
Karabakh. We have persisted in this pol-
icy even as Azerbaijan launched countless 
assaults and as their leadership frequently 
threatened war to redraw the line of contact 
by force,” Schiff said in a statement.

“Today, it appears that Azerbaijan and 

Turkey are determined to make 
good on those threats, and our pol-
icy must adjust accordingly. I be-
lieve the United States should make 
clear to Azerbaijan and Turkey that 
if they persist in this violence in-
stead of embracing a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict, we are 
prepared to recognize the Repub-
lic of Artsakh as an independent 
nation, and to work with the Inter-
national Community to achieve the 
same,” he added.

“Presidents Aliyev and Erdogan 
must understand that they cannot resolve a 
decades long border dispute though the in-
discriminate use of force against civilians, 
and the United States will not stand idly by 
as they attempt to do so. The only resolu-
tion of this dispute can be through negoti-
ations, not raining artillery and bombs on 
Armenian civilians,” said Schiff.

Facebook has removed 589 Facebook ac-
counts, 7,906 Pages and 447 accounts on 
Instagram that were involved in coordi-
nated inauthentic behavior. This network 
originated in Azerbaijan and focused pri-
marily on domestic audiences.

While the individuals behind this activity 
used fake accounts — some of which had 
been already detected and disabled by our 
automated systems, they primarily relied 
on authentic accounts to create Pages de-
signed to look like user profiles — using 
false names and stock images — to com-
ment and artificially boost the popularity of 
particular pro-government content.

This network appeared to engage individ-
uals in Azerbaijan to manage Pages with 
the sole purpose of leaving supportive and 
critical commentary on Pages of interna-

tional and local media, public figures in-
cluding opposition and the ruling party of 
Azerbaijan, to create a perception of wide-
spread criticism of some views and wide-
spread support of others.

” From what we’ve seen, it appears that 
most of the engagement these comments 
received were from within this network 
of Pages themselves. Our analysis shows 
that these comments were posted in what 
appears to be regular shifts during working 
hours in Azerbaijan on weekdays,” Face-

book said.
This network posted primarily in Azerbai-

jani, and also in Russian and English. Their 
comments frequently touched on local and 
regional news and events, politics, govern-
ment policies, tensions between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan, Armenia’s actions during 
past escalations in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
praise of President Ilham Aliev and the 
New Azerbaijani Party, criticism of the op-
position party and leaders accusing them of 
treason, and denials of human rights abuse 
allegations in Azerbaijan.

“We identified this network through an 
internal investigation into suspected fake 
engagement activity in the region. Our in-
vestigation linked this activity to the Youth 
Union of New Azerbaijani Party,” Face-
book stated.

We are prepared to recognize Artsakh,  
Rep. Schiff tells Armenia’s Ambassador

Facebook removes 589 Azerbaijani accounts, 7,906 Pages involved in 
coordinated inauthentic behavior
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Kim Kardashian uses star power to pressure US on Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict – The Hill

Reality television star and criminal 
justice reform advocate Kim Kar-
dashian West is pushing for President 
Trump to do more to support Armenia 
amid an outbreak of fierce fighting with 
its neighbor and decades-old adversary 
Azerbaijan, The Hill writes.

The influential celebrity, who is of Ar-
menian descent, is broadcasting to her 
hundreds of millions of social media 
followers to demand Congress con-
demn Azerbaijan as the instigator of 
the recent fighting and denounce Tur-
key for interfering in the conflict.

Kardashian West, who has a direct 
line to Trump’s son-in-law and senior 
adviser Jared Kushner, has the poten-
tial to push the administration to take a 
more active stance.

Behind her efforts is the L.A.-based 
gastroenterologist, Emmy-nominated 
film producer and human rights advo-
cate Eric Esrailian, who has been draft-
ing statements for Kardashian West, 
her famous family members and other 
high-profile celebrities of Armenian 
descent calling for more support to Ye-
revan, the capital of Armenia.

“The situation currently with a lack 
of appropriate international attention is 
frustrating for a lot of people,” Esrail-
ian, who was a producer on the 2017 

film “The Promise,” about the Arme-
nian genocide, said in an interview 
with The Hill. 

“What I’ve done with my friends, 
like Kim Kardashian, her family, her 
siblings, and other friends like Cher, 
Serj Tankian, Alexis Ohanian, all of us 
— obviously they have a bigger plat-
form than I do, but I have the ability to 
pull everybody together … and I feel 
honored that everybody cares and they 
basically say, ‘what can I do?’ “

“I would not ask all of my friends, in 
all of our positions, to use the language 
that we’ve been using if there was even 
a one percent chance that Armenia had 
started these hostilities,” said Esrailian, 
who is leading the celebrity advocacy 
campaign.

One social media post by Kardashian 
West called on the public to urge Con-
gress and the White House to pressure 
Baku to cease hostilities, cut off all 
U.S. military aid to Azerbaijan being 
used against Armenians and warn Tur-
key to stop sending arms and fighters 
to Baku. 

Kardashian West’s position on this 
issue lends a highly influential voice. 
On Sept. 29 she shared on social media 
a link to the advocacy group the Arme-
nian National Committee of America 

(ANCA), nearly overloading their sys-
tems.

“We may operate on any given day in 
the tens of thousands, or maybe hun-
dreds of thousands [of web visitors],” 
said Aram Hamparian, the executive 
director of ANCA. “But she had us into 
the tens of hundreds of millions, it was 
a good problem.”

By Oct. 1, bipartisan House lawmak-
ers had introduced a resolution con-
demning Azerbaijan for the aggression 
of hostilities and denouncing Turkey’s 
interference.

The resolution was accompanied by a 
letter to Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo from House lawmakers that con-
demned Azerbaijan as the aggressor 
and called for leveraging U.S. military 
aid to Baku to achieve a cease-fire.

Kardashian West’s relationship with 
Trump and Kushner goes back to 2018 
when she successfully lobbied the pres-
ident to commute the sentence of Alice 
Johnson, a mother and grandmother 
who was serving a life sentence for a 
first-time, nonviolent drug offense.

It’s unclear if Kardashian West has 
been in direct contact with the White 
House recently over the issue with 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. The White 
House did not respond to a request for 
comment from The Hill.

A representative for Kardashian West 
said the star would continue to post her 
comments and messaging about the sit-
uation in Armenia on social media.

“Allowing people to behave with im-
punity, particularly committing human 
rights violations attacking civilians, 
using cluster munitions, using foreign 
mercenaries, there’s a lot of things at 
play,” Esrailian said.

“We’re just getting started. If this 
doesn’t resolve quickly then I guar-
antee we’re going to make it a world 
story,” he added.
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Turkey with dictator Erdoğan threat for Armenia, Israel Charny 
distressed by his country’s ugly role

EU calls on all actors, including external parties, to refrain from any 
actions that may lead to further casualties in Karabakh

Executive-Director of Jerusalem’s 
Institute on the Holocaust and Gen-
ocide, Co-founder and former Chair-
man of the International Association 
of Genocide Scholars Israel Charny 
is confident that the majority of Is-
raelis stand with Armenia and is dis-
tressed by the ugly role of his country 
for selling arms to Azerbaijan. Israel 
Charny gave an interview for AR-
MENPRESS.

‘’Hello and thank you for your 
questions. My reply today is unfortunately 
a sad one. Our intellectual community and 
especially genocide scholars have taken a 
clear public stand. See for example Haaretz 
of two days ago for our statement calling 
on Israel to CEASE sales of arms to Azer-
baijan. However, in the present chaotic and 
corrupt state of government in Israel, the 
normal lines of good influence we had at 
times in the past are shut down, and we are 
not genuinely hopeful we can influence this 

irresponsible and destructive government/. 
For example, in the past we have had con-
siderable support from our now President 
Rivlin who is strongly on the side of rec-
ognition of the Armenian Genocide, but 
paradoxically in his illustrious position as 
president has less influence on the political 
process than he had as Speaker of the Knes-
set.

Turkey under the dictator Erdogan, is 
clearly a SERIOUS threat to the Armenian 

people and in my judgment also to 
Israel whom he threatens ominously 
with his rhetoric about Jerusalem 
(and who continues his evil persecu-
tion of the Kurds in Syria--for he is 
clearly a killer).

I should like to hope and believe 
that Israel will yet correct itself. I 
have no doubt that the natural major-
ity of Israelis are with Armenia and 
deeply distressed by our ugly role in 
not limiting any arms sold to Azer-

baijan from being used in any way against 
Armenia’’, he said in answer to the ques-
tions of ARMENPRESS.

Armenian officials have voiced several 
times about the use of Israeli-made UAVs 
and long-range missiles by Azerbaijan, 
including against civilians. Armenia has 
recalled its Ambassador from Israel for 
consultations amid the ongoing arms sales 
by Israel to Azerbaijan.

The EU has welcomed the agreement 
reached on 10 October on a humanitarian 
ceasefire between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The EU urges the sides to strictly abide by 

this agreement and calls on all actors, in-
cluding external parties, to refrain from any 
actions that may lead to further casualties.

“In this respect, we note with extreme 

concern the reports of continued military 
activities, including against civilian targets, 
as well as civilian casualties and urge the 
sides to ensure full respect of the agreement 
on the ground,” High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Pol-
icy Josep Borrell said in a statement.

“The EU calls upon the sides to engage 
in substantive negotiations without delay 
under the auspices of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairs, without preconditions 
and on the basis of the agreed upon princi-
ples,” he said.

The EU continues to support the work of 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs in seek-
ing a negotiated political solution to the 
conflict and will remain engaged in efforts 
towards lasting peace in the region.
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Images of Artsakh projected on  
Turkish Consulate building in Los Angeles

It is time for the United States to recognize Nagorno-Karabakh as an 
independent state – Rep. Schiff

Images of Artsakh were dis-
played on the building of the 
Turkish Consulate in Los An-
geles, as hundreds of thousand 
protested the Turkish-Azerbai-
jani aggression against Artsakh.

The Los Angeles Police De-
partment’s Wilshire Station es-
timated that the number of 
demonstrators reached 100,000.

Since fighting broke out in the 
region Sept. 27, thousands of 
Armenian Americans and sup-
porters have taken to the streets 

of Los Angeles to protest the 
hostilities more than 7,000 miles 
away, blocking major free-
ways and demanding that poli-
ticians back their cause. Some 
have left to fight on the front for 
their homeland or aid in the hu-
manitarian side of the war effort.

The demonstrators have fo-
cused their opposition on 
Turkey, which has expressed 
support for Azerbaijan, in part 
because of the two nations’ 
strong ethnic ties.

America should stand with the fledgling 
democracy in Stepanakert, not with the 
autocratic Aliyev regime, Congressman 
Adam Schiff said, addressing a pro-Arme-
nian rally in Los Angeles.

“In the weeks since the first Azerbai-
jani bombs fell on the people of Artsakh, 
hundreds have been killed or injured and 
thousands have been displaced from their 
homes, sleeping out in the open for fear of 
drones or artillery or bombs,” Rep. Schiff 

said.
“Historic churches and cities have been 

bombarded and destroyed. Militants from 
Syria have been deployed as a mercenary 
fighting force by Azerbaijan and its Turkish 
sponsors,” he added.

“Despite this illegal war, the people of 
Artsakh are still standing. The people of 
Armenia are still standing. And we will 
continue to stand with them,” he stated.

According to Rep. Schiff, this war did not 

happen overnight. “It is the result of a cor-
rupt regime in Baku offering its people a 
violent ethno-nationalism instead of peace, 
prosperity and freedom, which they cannot 
deliver.”

“But it is also the result of United States’ 
policy towards Azerbaijan and Turkey that 
has failed spectacularly. For too long, the 
United States has espoused a false equiva-
lency between Azerbaijan, as it launches at-
tack after attack, and Armenia and Artsakh, 
as they defend their lives and homes,” the 
Congressman said.

“Presidents Aliyev and Erdogan must 
understand that they cannot resolve a dec-
ades-long dispute through the indiscrimi-
nate use of force against civilians, and the 
United States must not stand idly by as they 
attempt to do so,” he added.

“The only resolution of this dispute can be 
through negotiations, not raining artillery 
and bombs on Armenian civilians. America 
should stand with the fledgling democracy 
in Stepanakert, not with the autocratic Ali-
yev regime. And if Turkey and Azerbaijan 
are not interested in negotiating the issues 
involving Artsakh, it is time for the United 
States to recognize Nagorno-Karabakh as 
an independent state,” Rep. Schiff stated.
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Israeli High Court rejects ban on arms sales to Azerbaijan  
as lacking evidence

Volunteer militia units to be involved in  
the defense of Artsakh Republic

The High Court of Justice 
on October 12  rejected a 
petition to ban arms sales 
to  Azerbaijan  as lacking 
evidence to justify a hear-
ing on whether they have 
been used for war crimes 
against Armenia, The Jeru-
salem Post reports.
Human-rights lawyer Itay 

Mack  is quoted as saying 
that he was calling on  Is-
rael to cease arms sales to 
Azerbaijan as a moral matter, but he 
lacked sufficient evidence to file a 
petition.
It was filed by activist Elie Joseph, 

who has been on hunger strike over 
the issue.
Joseph presented news reports that 

60% of Azerbaijan arms come from 
Israel and evidence of a potential air 

lift of weapons to Azer-
baijan days before its cur-
rent conflict with Armenia 
erupted.
He also presented news 

reports and a report by Am-
nesty International  with 
evidence that Azerbaijan is 
using Israeli drones to kill 
Armenians.
Mack said even if he did 

not think there was enough 
evidence to go to the High 

Court, he appealed directly to the 
government to cease any sales to 
Azerbaijan based on more general 
evidence from Azerbaijani officials.

Artsakh’s President Arayik Harutyunyan 
has signed the draft bill amending the Law 
on Defense of the Republic of Artsakh, 
which was unanimously adopted by the 
Parliament today.

It was submitted to the National Assem-
bly on the President’s initiative and will 
regulate the participation of the volunteer 
militia units in the active defense of the 
Republic.

“The need for the adoption of the law 
stems from the current war situation, and 
aims to further strengthen the protection 
of our borders together with the Defense 
Army. Both Turkey and thousands of mer-
cenary terrorists are taking part in the war 
unleashed against us by the enemy,” Arayik 
Harutyunyan said.

“At this crucial moment of the war for our 
homeland, I once again call on our people 
to unite and make every effort to achieve a 
final victory. The participation of each indi-
vidual is crucial to breaking the Azerbaijani 
backbone and pushing them back beyond 
our borders,” he said.

“Make no mistake about it: We will win! 
we will ensure a future for the next gener-
ations in peace and security in our home-
land. Let’s get to work,” he added.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.
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Services we offer: 
1.	Dental implants 

2.	Orthodontic treatments 

3.	Dental ceramic and 
zirconia crowns 

4.	Light polymer fillings 

5.	Dental prosthetics and 
dentures

6.	Correction of teeth 
irregularities

Best quality is ensured.

Dr. Tigran Paytyan
 Paruyr Sevak 8/2 Yerevan, Armenia, Dentolife Dental Clinic
Sahmanadrutyan Square 4/1, town Abovyan, Armenia.
Phone: +(374) 98 858 258


