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First meeting of Armenian and Azerbaijani Border Commissions to 
take place on the inter-state border in coming days – Charles Michel 

The discussion was frank and productive, President of the 
European Council Charles Michel said after a trilateral meeting 
with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani 
president Ilham ALiyev,

“We reviewed the entire set of issues. We had a detailed dis-
cussion on humanitarian issues, including demining, and efforts 
to free detainees and address the fate of missing persons,” Michel 
said.

Below are Charles Michel’s remarks:
Border issues 

The first joint meeting of the Border Commissions will take 
place on the inter-state border in the coming days. It will address 
all questions related to the delimitation of the border and how 
best to ensure a stable situation.

Connectivity 
The leaders agreed on the need to proceed with unblocking the 
transport links. They agreed on the principles governing transit 
between western Azerbaijan and Nakhichevan, and between dif-
ferent parts of Armenia via Azerbaijan, as well as international 
transport through communications infrastructure of both coun-
tries. Notably they agreed on principles of border administration, 

security, land fees but also customs in the context of international 
transport. The Deputy Prime Ministers will take this work for-
ward in the coming days.

Peace Agreement
The leaders agreed to advance discussions on the future peace 

treaty governing inter-state relations between Armenia and Azer-
baijan. Teams led by the Foreign Ministers will take forward 
this process in the coming weeks. In addition to this track, I also 
stressed to both leaders that it was necessary that the rights and 
security of the ethnic Armenian population in Karabakh be ad-
dressed.

Socio-economic development
The EU will take forward with both parties the work of the 

Economic Advisory Group, which seeks to advance economic 
development for the benefit of both countries and their popula-
tions.

I also stressed the importance of preparing the populations 
for long-term sustainable peace. The EU is ready to step up its 
support.

We agreed to remain in close contact and will meet again in 
the same format by July/August.
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Armenian, Serbian FMs discuss regional and international issues
Within the framework of 

the 132nd session of the CoE 
Committee of Foreign Min-
isters in Turin, Armenian FM 
Ararat Mirzoyan had a meet-
ing with Serbian FM Nikola 
Selaković, the Armenian for-
eign ministry said in a press 
release.

The sides were pleased to 
note the positive dynamics of 
development of bilateral rela-
tions and expressed readiness 
to promote the Armenian-Serbian relations 
which are based on historical and friendly 
ties.

Views were exchanged on cooperation 

based on mutual interests within the frame-
work of international organizations, partic-
ularly the Council of Europe.

Issues of mutual interest of the regional 

and international agenda were dis-
cussed.

FM Mirzoyan presented Arme-
nia’s position on establishing regional 
peace and stability and the peaceful 
resolution of the Nagorno Karabakh 
conflict. Humanitarian issues were 
also addressed, particularly the need 
to repatriate the Armenian POWs and 
other captives held in Azerbaijan and 
the protection of Armenian cultural 
and religious heritage in territories 
that have gone under Azerbaijani con-

trol.
FM Mirzoyan also presented details of 

the Armenia-Turkey normalization pro-
cess.

PM Pashinyan received the members of the Italy-Armenia Friendship 
Group

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived representatives of the Italy-Armenia 
Friendship Group: members of the Cham-
ber of Deputies Giulio Centemero, Andrea 
Casu, Alvise Maniero, member of the Sen-
ate Alberto Airola.

The Prime Minister stressed the impor-
tance of the Armenian-Italian friendly re-
lations, warmly recalling his visit to Italy, 
during which Italy reaffirmed its support 
for democracy in Armenia. Nikol Pashin-
yan praised the activities of the friendship 
groups, the inter-parliamentary coopera-
tion, which complement the efforts of the 
governments of the two countries. The 
Prime Minister expressed gratitude for the 
adoption of a resolution recognizing the 
Armenian Genocide by the Chamber of 
Deputies of the Italian Parliament in April, 
2019.

The head of the Italy-Armenia friend-
ship group Giulio Centemero noted that 
Italians also warmly recall PM Pashin-
yan’s visit and the events held within its 
framework. Emphasizing the role of par-
liamentary diplomacy and introducing the 
members of the delegation, he noted that it 
includes both ruling and opposition MPs, 
which shows the appreciation of the entire 
Italian people to the Armenian people. Gi-

ulio Centemero shared the results of the 
meetings in our country, spoke about the 
achievements of Armenia in the techno-
logical sphere, “Tumo” Center for Creative 
Technologies, noted that Italy is interested 
in the Armenian model of IT development.

The Prime Minister noted that IT is one 
of the dynamically developing spheres in 
Armenia, in general, education is one of 
the strategic directions of Armenia’s devel-
opment, due to which the government has 
initiated profound reforms in the sphere of 
education and science. Nikol Pashinyan 
presented details about the reform, offering 
to exchange experience and information.

The issues of ensuring peace in the 
region and the settlement of the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict were touched upon 
during the meeting. The sides exchanged 
views on the post-war situation, the re-
turn of Armenian prisoners of war held 
in Azerbaijan, and the preservation of the 
Armenian cultural and religious heritage in 
Artsakh. The Prime Minister highlighted 
the adoption of the resolution in March 
2022 on the need to return Armenian pris-
oners of war by the Italian parliament and 
the statements made by Italian parliamen-
tarians during the war unleashed by Azer-
baijan in 2020.

Nikol Pashinyan stressed that the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict should be settled 
on the basis of the principles proposed by 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, and 
Armenia is the supporter of the regional 
peace agenda, which, however, cannot be 
unilateral. The Prime Minister of Arme-
nia attached importance to the support of 
European partners, including Italy, in this 
process, condemnation of provocations by 
them. The Prime Minister also referred to 
the Armenia-Turkey dialogue process.

The MPs of the Italy-Armenia Friend-
ship Group expressed their support for 
Armenia, the Armenian people, in over-
coming difficult challenges and strength-
ening democracy. They noted that they 
will resolutely continue their activities not 
only in the direction of closer Italy-Arme-
nia ties, but also in the direction of closer 
EU-Armenia ties, and will stand with the 
friendly Armenian people.



NextPrevious
23 May #20(1377)2022 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

POLITICS 3

Armenian police stop mass arrests of 
protesters

Riot police on May 19 refrained from 
mass arrests of participants of daily oppo-
sition demonstrations in Yerevan aimed at 
forcing Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to 
resign.

There were also virtually no clashes be-
tween security forces and protesters march-
ing through various parts of the city and 
briefly blocking roads.

The Armenian police made a record 
414 arrests on Tuesday and detained a 
slightly smaller number of people on 
Wednesday while unblocking the streets. 
They said that nobody was arrested during 
similar protests organized by the country’s 
leading opposition groups on Thursday 
morning.

“There were arrests but not on the scale 
that we saw in the previous days,” said Ish-
khan Saghatelyan, an opposition leader.

Saghatelyan linked the restraint shown 
by security forces to a meeting which he 
and several other opposition figures held 
with the chief of the national police, Vahe 
Ghazaryan, late on Wednesday. They met 
as thousands of opposition demonstrators 
stood outside the police headquarters in the 
center of Yerevan.

Saghatelyan told the crowd after the 
meeting that Ghazaryan promised to inves-
tigate police officers accused by the Arme-
nian opposition of using disproportionate 
force against protesters. One officer has 
already been suspended and a dozen oth-

ers are also facing criminal proceedings, he 
cited the police chief as saying.

No policemen are understood to have 
been formally charged so far. One of them 
was caught on camera punching a protester 
two weeks ago.

By contrast, law-enforcement authori-
ties have arrested more than a dozen op-
position activists on charges stemming 
from the ongoing “civil disobedience” 
campaign. Most of them are accused of 
assaulting police officers or government 
supporters. The opposition rejects the ac-
cusations as politically motivated.

2021 election gave answers to all questions raised today by 
demonstrators – Deputy PM

The 2021 parliamentary election in 
Armenia gave answers to all the questions 
that are now being raised by the protesters 
in the country, the Armenian Deputy Prime 
Minister Mher Grigoryan told RIA Novo-
sti.

When asked whether or not the Arme-

nian government plans to hold snap elec-
tions, Grigoryan said: “The absolutely 
democratic, free and lawful parliamentary 
election that took place in June of 2021 in 
Armenia gave the answers to all the ques-
tions that are today being circulated by the 
minority protest movement.”

The citizen is the key guarantor of democracy 
in Armenia – PM Pashinyan

The citizen is the key guarantor of 
democracy in the Republic of Armenia, 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said at the 
Armenian Forum of Democracy.

He noted that Armenia is the right place 
for holding the forum.

“The citizen of the Republic of Arme-
nia knows that he is a decision-maker, that 
he is the main, key subject as provided by 
the Constitution of the Republic of Arme-
nia,” PM Pashinyan stated.

“The Republic of Armenia went 
through great shocks after the 44-day war 
in 2020, and it was the citizen of the Re-

public of Armenia who prevented the col-
lapse of the statehood of the Republic of 
Armenia, the loss of sovereignty and inde-
pendence,” he noted.

He pointed out two key questions – to 
what extent democracy is able to protect 
the country’s security and to what extent 
democracy is able to protect and preserve 
the sovereignty and independence of the 
country.

“The answer to the second question is 
unequivocal: democracy is the most im-
portant and key factor in preserving the 
sovereignty, guaranteeing and preserving 
the independence of the Republic of Ar-
menia today. Our task is to prove that de-
mocracy is able to ensure the external and 
internal security of the country. In this re-

gard, I would like to emphasize the impor-
tance of the peace agenda adopted by the 
Government of the Republic of Armenia, 
for which the citizen of the Republic of Ar-
menia has given a mandate,” Nikol Pashin-
yan continued.

In general, he said, “it’s very important 
to formulate and discuss the peace agenda 
with the logic that, in the end, the key deci-
sions in the country are made by the citizen 
in accordance with the rules of democracy, 
the Constitution and the legislation.”

“It is very important that we provide 
complete and relevant information to the 
citizen so that he or she is sufficiently in-
formed in making his or her decisions,” the 
Prime Minister said.
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U.S. recognizes role of population of Nagorno-Karabakh in deciding 
its future–Ambassador Tracy’s interview to ARMENPRESS

Lynne Tracy, the United States 
Ambassador to Armenia, said that 
the people of Artsakh must play 
a role in determining its future, 
adding that in Washington’s view 
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 
remains unresolved.

“Self-determination of peoples 
is a key, though not the only, in-
ternationally recognized principle 
to achieve this goal, and, in the 
context of a comprehensive set-
tlement of the conflict, the United 
States, as a co-chair country of the OSCE 
Minsk Group, recognizes the role of the 
population of Nagorno-Karabakh in decid-
ing its future,” Tracy told Armenpress in a 
lengthy interview with the outlet’s corre-
spondent Aram Sargsyan.

“We continue to believe that the key 
to a peaceful, democratic, and prosperous 
future in the region is a negotiated, com-
prehensive, and sustainable settlement of 
all remaining issues related to or result-
ing from the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,” 
Tracy added.

“It is U.S. policy that the status of Na-
gorno-Karabakh remains to be resolved. 
We continue to believe that the issues that 
led to the fighting in 2020 and are the root 
of the lasting tensions need to be addressed 
through negotiation and through a compre-
hensive settlement, according to interna-
tionally recognized principles, including 
territorial integrity, self-determination 
of peoples, and the non-use of force. We 
encourage further peace negotiations and 
stand ready to engage bilaterally and with 
like-minded partners, including through 
our role as an OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chair,” explained the U.S. Ambassador.

Tracy was asked about repeated state-
ment from President Ilham Aliyev of 
Azerbaijan, who continues to insist that 
the Karabakh conflict ended after the mil-
itary aggression his country waged against 
Artsakh in 2020 and his insistence that the 
Minsk Group Co-Chairs failed in mediat-
ing the settlement process.

“Let me emphasize that there is no 
military solution to the conflict,” Tracy 

insisted. “The United States remains com-
mitted to promoting a peaceful, demo-
cratic, and prosperous future for the South 
Caucasus region.” 

“This includes applying existing mech-
anisms for direct communication to find 
comprehensive solutions to all outstand-
ing issues, and to normalize their relations 
through the conclusion of a comprehensive 
peace agreement. The United States re-
mains ready to assist Armenia and Azer-
baijan with these efforts, including in our 
capacity as a Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk 
Group to help the countries find a long-
term comprehensive peace,” said Tracy.

The ambassador was also asked Azer-
baijan’s continued breach of ceasefire pro-
visions, including the most recent breach 
of the line-of-contact in Artsakh’s Askeran 
region, when Azerbaijani forces invaded 
the village of Parukh. The daily tactics to 
terrorize Artsakh residents, as well as the 
systematic destruction of Armenian cul-
tural landmarks and appropriation of reli-
gious institutions were also brought up by 
Sargsyan, the Armenpress reporter.

“Actions, such as the recent gas disrup-
tions and Azerbaijan’s troop movements 
across the line of contact, are a cause for 
concern.  In his phone call with Prime Min-
ister Pashinyan on April 5, U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony J. Blinken underscored the 
importance of avoiding further escalation 
in the region. Armenia and Azerbaijan need 
to use direct communications channels to 
deescalate,” explained Tracy.

The ambassador also discussed her 
meeting in March with relatives of Arme-

nian prisoners of war and captives, 
some of whom have received long 
sentences from Azerbaijani courts.

“We urge the release of all 
prisoners as well as increased ef-
forts to obtain information about 
the fate of missing servicemem-
bers, including from the 1990s, 
noting the pain of families who do 
not know their loved ones’ where-
abouts or fate,” said Tracy.

The ambassador also discussed 
the U.S. position on recent negoti-

ations over so-called “peace talks” between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, a topic discussed 
early last month when Pashinyan and Ali-
yev met in Brussels with European Council 
President Charles Michel. She also touched 
on the process of normalization of relations 
between Armenia and Turkey.

“We welcomed the April 6 meeting 
between Prime Minister Pashinyan and 
President Aliyev in Brussels, the positive 
momentum on preparations for peace talks, 
and forward movement on the formation of 
a bilateral commission on border delimita-
tion. The United States remains committed 
to promoting a peaceful, democratic, and 
prosperous future for the South Caucasus 
region. As the Secretary emphasized in his 
recent calls with the two leaders on April 5, 
we continue to encourage further peace ne-
gotiations between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan and reiterate the United States stands 
ready to engage bilaterally and with like-
minded partners, including through our 
role as an OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair, 
to help the countries find a long-term com-
prehensive peace,” said Tracy.

“The United States supports dialogue 
between Turkey and Armenia that can lead 
to full normalization of relations between 
these two neighbors—an outcome import-
ant to the future of both countries and for 
stability in the Caucasus,” Tracy said. “It 
has long been and remains the position of 
the United States that normalization should 
take place without preconditions or link-
age to any other issues, including the Na-
gorno-Karabakh negotiations.”

https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1083580.html
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Biden says US ready to help intensify diplomatic engagement between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan

The United States is ready to help in-
tensify diplomatic engagement between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, United States 
President Joe Biden said in a letter to 

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, the 
Azerbaijani AZERTAC state news agency 
reported.

“Now is also a moment of hope with 
an important opportunity to build lasting 
peace in the South Caucasus. The United 
States is ready to help intensify diplomatic 
engagement between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia and to help Azerbaijan develop 
the economic, transportation, and peo-
ple-to-people connections that will enable 
the entire Caucasus and trans-Caspian re-

gion to prosper,” Biden said in part.

Biden also noted that the United States 
encourages Azerbaijan to take “meaning-
ful” steps towards democratic governance. 
“We continue to encourage Azerbaijan to 
take meaningful steps toward democratic 
governance and reforms that protect the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of 
all Azerbaijanis,” Biden said in the letter of 
congratulation to President Aliyev on the 
occasion of Independence Day.

Armenian FM meets Czech counterpart in Turin, Italy
On May 20, Foreign Minister of Arme-

nia Ararat Mirzoyan, who is in Turin on a 
working visit to participate in the 132nd 
session of the CoE Committee of Foreign 
Ministers, met with Czech Foreign Min-
ister Jan Lipavsky, the Armenian foreign 
ministry said.

The sides stressed the importance of 
expanding and deepening the bilateral rela-
tions, highlighting the need for promotion 
of political dialogue, regular consultations 
between the Foreign Ministries of the two 
countries on issues of mutual interest.

The Armenian side highly appreciated 
the support of Czech Republic to the pro-

motion of democratic reforms in Armenia 
and strengthening capacities of civil soci-
ety.

The Foreign Ministers discussed issues 
of Armenian-Czech multilateral agenda.

In this context, emphasizing the forth-
coming Czech Presidency of the EU, Min-
ister Mirzoyan stressed the interest of the 
Armenian side in the issue of continuous 
expansion and strengthening of the Arme-
nia-EU partnership. Reference was also 
made to the cooperation within the frame-
work of the Eastern Partnership.

During the meeting the interlocutors 
exchanged views on issues of regional and 

international importance.

Minister Mirzoyan presented to his 
counterpart Armenia’s position on the 
processes aimed at establishing regional 
peace and stability. The mediating role of 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship 
in promoting the peace process of the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict was emphasized.

Touching upon the consequences of 
the 44-day war, especially the resulting 
humanitarian issues, Foreign Minister of 
Armenia particularly stressed the need for 
repatriation of Armenian prisoners of war 
and others detained.

Episodes of use of force must be investigated – US Ambassador on 
police conduct during demonstrations

United States Ambassador to Armenia 
Lynne Tracy commented on the actions of 
the Armenian police during the ongoing 
demonstrations in the context of police re-
forms.

Speaking at the Armenian Forum for 
Democracy, Ambassador Tracy said there 
are concerns, they’ve seen images on po-
lice officers using force against demonstrators.

Ambassador Tracy said these episodes 
must be investigated and there should be 
accountability. “I have noticed the govern-
ment’s approach to investigate these epi-
sodes, to carry out investigations, and there 
is also an approach of respecting the rights 
of the demonstrators and the work of jour-

nalists. Of course, the demonstrators also 
have an obligation to demonstrate peace-
fully that doesn’t create a chaotic situation 
and doesn’t violate the rights of others,” 
she said.

The Ambassador said that democracy 
is a process for ensuring progress. “People 

write me about police reforms and ask me 
‘is this your democracy?’ No, democracy 
isn’t perfect, democracy is a continuous 
process to ensure accountability, to protect 
human rights, but this isn’t just one part. 
In case of the police, what matters is the 
accountability of their actions,” the ambas-
sador said.

She added that problems concerning 
police conduct occur in the United States 
as well. She said the United States seeks 
to carry out reforms in the area. “Meaning, 
this isn’t something that happens only in 
Armenia. What matters is for accountabil-
ity to exist in these issues,” Ambassador 
Tracy said.
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iGorts program for Diaspora Armenians recognized by UN Migration 

Agency
The United Nations International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) 
has added the iGorts program of the 
Office of the high Commissioner 
for Diaspora Affairs to the Reposi-
tory of Practices, which showcases 
replicable practices and serves as 
an inspiration for actors involved 
in GCM (Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration) im-
plementation at the global, national, 
regional, and local levels.

iGorts is the first program that 
invites Diaspora Armenian profes-
sionals to serve in the public sector and the 
government of the Republic of Armenia.

The Program was launched in Septem-
ber 2020 and is a 12-month Fellowship 
which allows for 50 Armenian profession-
als from around the world to serve in the 
Government of Armenia. The Office of the 
High Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs 
covers the cost of a round-trip air ticket; a 

monthly stipend of 336.000 AMD to cover 
living expenses for the duration of their 
fellowship; emergency medical insurance, 
and the fee for a one-year residency per-
mit.

The two main goals of the program are 
the improvement and development of Ar-
menian public institutions as well as the 
promotion of professional repatriation. 

Diaspora professionals are placed 
in state agencies across different 
sectors in need of their expertise 
and contribute to the improve-
ment and the development of 
programs and policies within the 
state institution.

For the duration of the 12 
months of their fellowship, they 
work on different projects, offer 
their knowledge of international 
best practices and offer advice 
as to how to improve the govern-
ment systems. The program also 

offers excursions/work tours to the differ-
ent provinces of Armenia to its participants 
in order to encourage their knowledge of 
the country, as well as encourage the cre-
ation of ties between the participants and 
their homeland. Networking events and op-
portunities are also created for the partici-
pants in order to promote opportunities for 
future employment for them as well.

PM Pashinyan receives Executive Director of World Trade Center’s 
Association

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived Robin van Puyenbroeck , Execu-
tive Director of the World Trade Center’s 

Association, Eduard Marutyan, Founder of 
RENSIN Urban Development Investment 
Company, and Levon Kasparov, Director 
of the company.

During the meeting, the project of es-
tablishing a World Trade Center in Yerevan 
was presented to the Prime Minister, which 
was also approved by the World Trade Or-
ganization. The benefits of the project, the 

conditions and opportunities for business 
were presented in detail.

Prime Minister Pashinyan noted that 
the Government is interested in the proj-
ect, proposing to continue discussions 
with relevant agencies in the near future to 
evaluate the project implementation possi-
bilities, to develop a “road map” of rele-
vant actions.

Minister Sanosyan, Ambassador Kopecky discuss issue of production 
of small aircrafts by Czech company in Stepanavan

Minister of Territorial Administration 
and Infrastructure Gnel Sanosyan received 
Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Ar-
menia Bedrich Kopecky, the ministry said 
in a news release.

During the meeting the engagement of 
Czech companies into energy and transpor-
tation sectors was discussed.

The sides emphasized the importance 
of the cooperation of the Armenian NPP 

with the Czech companies in the field of 
nuclear technologies.  

The discussion also focused on the 
issue of production of small aircrafts by the 
Czech Balus Tech company in Armenia’s 
Stepanavan town. The Czech Ambassador 
highly appreciated the readiness of Arme-
nia to cooperate with the Czech companies.

Other issues of mutual interest were 
also discussed.
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Yerevan Tech Forum 2022 an impetus for development of technology-
based economy

Minister of High-
Tech Industry Robert 
Khachatryan took 
part in the Yerevan 
Tech Forum 2022 
event initiated by 
Skill Company.

The Minister wel-
comed the organizers 
and participants of 
the forum, emphasiz-
ing that the holding 
of such events can 
serve as a serious 
impetus for the de-
velopment and prog-
ress of the economy 
based on the newest 
technologies in our country.

“Along with development, we can also 
address new challenges in a rapidly chang-
ing world, the development and manage-

ment of effective solutions of which is a 

critical issue for any country. Today, lead-
ers of the public administration system, 
technology specialists and companies, 

representatives of busi-
ness circles have gathered 
here on one platform to 
discuss those challenges 
and offer solutions,” the 
Minister said. He voiced 
hope that the discussions 
held within the frame-
work of the Yerevan Tech 
Forum would be effective 
and help find new ways 
of progress together and 
see Armenia among the 
technological, innovative 
countries of the world.

Companies such as 
Tesla Energy, Synopsys, 
Tumo, Simple, Disqo 

presented their pavilions within the frame-
work of the event.

Minister Robert Khachatryan toured 
the pavilions. Representatives of the com-
panies presented their products, services 
and future programs to the Minister.

The Forum features more than 25 local 
and international speakers, over 30 compa-
nies and avout 1000 participants.

The Ministry of High-Tech Industry 
of the Republic of Armenia is the official 
partner of Yerevan Tech Forum 2022.

FlyOne Armenia to start Yerevan-Antalya 
flights

FlyOne Armenia Airlines will start op-

erating non-scheduled direct flights on Ye-
revan-Antalya-Yerevan route starting June 14.

Yerevan-Antalya-Yerevan flights will 
be operated from Zvartnots International 
Airport to Antalya International Airport 
twice a week on Tuesdays and Fridays.

All the tickets and additional services 
can be purchased from the airline’s web-
site or through the mobile application, 
available in the Google App or App Store, 
also all partner agencies.

http://www.flyone.am/
http://www.flyone.am/
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Armenian PM, Lithuanian President highlight NK conflict settlement 
under auspices of OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan received the President of the 
Republic of Lithuania Gitanas 
Nausėda, who is in Armenia on an 
official visit, and the delegation led 
by him

In his welcoming remarks, the 
Prime Minister of Armenia said,

“Dear Mr. President,
Dear colleagues,
I welcome you in Armenia and 

your visit to our country. I recall my 
last visit to Lithuania with warmth, 
by which we started a very import-
ant dialogue that should continue. I think 
we should try to use this visit for the inten-
sification of our bilateral relations. Receiv-
ing you on an official visit in our country is 
a very good sign, we can say that our bilat-
eral visits and relations have gained a cer-
tain dynamic, which we should maintain.

Thank you for visiting us, for the read-
iness to support us and to promote the fur-
ther development of our relations. I think 
we will discuss a wide range of issues and 
agenda related to our bilateral relations 
and the international, regional situation. I 
will be glad to hear your assessments and 
views on the current situation, our bilateral 
relations, international developments and, 
of course, also on our regional situation. 
Thank you, welcome.”

In turn, the President of Lithuania said,
“Dear Mr. Prime Minister,
First of all, I would like to thank you 

for the warm reception which I felt in all 
the structures, starting from the presiden-
tial residence, and now here in the govern-
ment. I think there are two topics that are 
very important. One, as you mentioned, is 
the bilateral relations between our coun-
tries. You mentioned your visit, which I 
remember very well, last fall in Vilnius, 
and now my task is to revive our relations 
in the economic, cultural and educational 
spheres. This is why I did not come alone. 
Not only are my advisers with me, but my 

delegation also includes the Deputy Minis-
ters of Transport and Agriculture.

It is very important to find niches in the 
market where we can really work, and I 
think, given the fact that Lithuania is mov-
ing to a higher value-added economy, there 
will be new areas of mutual interest, such 
as biotechnology, finance, information and 
communication technologies that are de-
veloping very fast in our country and make 
up a large percentage of the GDP.”

The interlocutors discussed the agenda 
of Armenia-Lithuania relations and devel-
opment prospects. Nikol Pashinyan praised 
Lithuania’s support for Armenia’s democ-
racy, in response to which Gitanas Nausėda 
reaffirmed Lithuania’s readiness to con-
tinue supporting Armenia’s democratic 
path and the government’s reform agenda. 
The parties reaffirmed their readiness to 
deepen mutually beneficial cooperation in 
the economic, technological, educational 
and cultural spheres.

During the meeting the sides ex-
changed views on regional situation and 
developments.

The Prime Minister presented the po-
sitions of the Republic of Armenia on the 
demarcation and delimitation of the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border, the settlement 
of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict, the 
unblocking of communication channels. 
Nikol Pashinyan referred to the agreements 

reached during the meetings 
mediated by international 
partners, emphasizing that 
Armenia is guided by the 
peace agenda, but that pro-
cess cannot be unilateral. In 
this context, the Prime Min-
ister attached importance 
to the support of the inter-
national community and its 
targeted response to actions 
aimed at disrupting stability 
in the region.

Gitanas Nausėda noted 
that peace, stability and economic growth 
are of common interest to the countries 
of the region, Lithuania and the European 
Union, and that Lithuania will continue to 
contribute to the establishment of regional 
dialogue, stability and prosperity.

Nikol Pashinyan thanked for that read-
iness and praised the efforts of the EU, 
President of the European Council Charles 
Michel, which, together with the efforts of 
other international partners, contribute to 
the creation of an atmosphere of dialogue.

The sides stressed the need for a 
comprehensive settlement of the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict under the 
auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs. Issues related to the preservation 
of the Armenian religious and cultural 
heritage in Artsakh and the involvement 
of UNESCO in that process were also 
touched upon.

The sides emphasized the role of de-
mocracy in serving security challenges, 
protecting human rights, the rule of law, 
the success in sectoral reforms, and en-
suring economic growth. The President of 
Lithuania noted that his country has some 
experience and is ready to share with Ar-
menia, to exchange information. Prime 
Minister Pashinyan welcomed the pro-
posal, noting that Armenia attaches im-
portance to the study of the experience of 
countries with successful development.
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Artsakh is not only a piece of territory, it is people, whose dignity 
should be respected, Armenian FM says

On May 20, the 132nd Ministerial Ses-
sion of the Council of Europe was held in 
Turin, Italy, where Ararat Mirzoyan, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Armenia, participated and delivered re-
marks, the foreign ministry said.

In his speech, Minister Mirzoyan, par-
ticularly, noted:

“Honorable Minister Di Maio,
Honorable Secretary-General, 

Distinguished colleagues, 

We know from Armenia’s experience 
what a remarkable role the Council of 
Europe can play in assisting countries to 
build strong democratic institutions and 
systems. This year the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe adopted 
a Resolution on Functioning of demo-
cratic institutions in Armenia where PACE 
stated Armenia’s marked progress in its 
democratic development. And perhaps one 
of the brightest examples of that progress 
was the snap parliamentary elections of 
last summer, when the citizens of Arme-
nia once again proved their devotion and 
commitment to the values of democracy 
and human rights.

Dear colleagues,
Today we are witnessing the looming 

demise of the security architecture which 
certainly has not started just recently 

during the last couple of 
months.

We felt the shatter of 
multilateralism, the crack of 
international institutions and 
disrespect for fundamental 
rules less than two years ago 
when Azerbaijan, violat-
ing the principle of non-use 
of force, unleashed a war 
against Nagorno-Karabakh 

and its people.
It’s been a year and a half since those 

horrible times, and Azerbaijan claims that 
the Nagorno- Karabakh issue is solved and 
they are ready for peace.

I would sound naive but if it’s true why 
we still struggle for the rights of prisoners 
of war and detainees and their immediate 
release and repatriation. Why do we still 
struggle for cultural rights of people and 
policy-driven demolition of Armenian 
cultural heritage under Azerbaijani con-
trol? Why do we struggle for the right of 
children to get quality education as their 
schools are frequently under fire? Why do 
we struggle for the right of people to have 
basic living standards in their houses as the 

only gas pipeline is being cut?
I can continue bringing new examples 

but to put it briefly: why we struggle to 
make Azerbaijan understand that Nagorno 
Karabakh is not only a piece of territory, 
it is people, whose dignity should be re-
spected.

And dear colleagues, as the devotion of 
human rights brought us all here then this 
is the issue for all of us.

The Government of Armenia is com-
mitted to the efforts to bring peace and 
prosperity to the region and has reiterated 
on numerous occasions its readiness to im-
mediately start genuine and constructive 
negotiations on normalization of relations 
with Azerbaijan.

And in this regard, the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairmanship has a key role to 
play in advancing the peace process. But 
we strongly believe that the Council of 
Europe also, within its mandate, should be 
active in supporting that process.

Dear colleagues,
I would conclude by saying that the 

need for peace and stability is long overdue 
for our region.

Thank you”.
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Head of Migration Service presents Armenia sector reforms at UN   
Head of the Migration Service of 

Armenia Armen Ghazaryan delivered 
speech at the International Migration Re-
view Forum in New York, highlighting the 
format of the Forum as an opportunity to 
better reflect the migration trends and unite 
the global efforts since the adoption of 
the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration and the Global Compact 
on Refugees, the Migration Service said.

Armen Ghazaryan said that in close 
cooperation with the International Organi-
zation for Migration (IOM), Armenia ap-
proved its national voluntary report on the 
implementation of the Global Compact for 
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, for 
the first time in 2020 and the second time 
this year.

“Armenia is taking continuous efforts 
for the implementation of the goals set by 
the two Compacts, by improving the man-
agement of migration and the protection 
of displaced persons”, Armen Ghazaryan 
said.

Ghazaryan presented that one of the 
latest large-scale projects of the Migration 
Service relates to the housing problem of 
persons in a protracted refugee situation, 
by providing certificates on purchasing 

apartment.
“At the same time, we have faced an-

other wave of displacement as a result of 
the aggression and the force used against 
the people of Nagorno Karabakh. A large 
number of people displaced from Artsakh 
may not have an opportunity to return 
safely, even now, after the establishment 
of ceasefire”, Armen Ghazaryan said, re-
minding about the assistance measures 
launched by the Armenian government 
and stating that in this respect the efforts of 
Armenia absolutely coincide with the two 
Compacts, strengthening the independence 
of refugees and the social solidarity in host 
societies.  

He particularly emphasized the impor-
tance of the engagement and support of the 
international community in this context.

In his remarks Armen Ghazaryan also 
touched upon the impact of COVID-19 
on Armenia and the measures taken, par-
ticularly in migration sector, as well as the 
return migration flow registered in this 
context.

Then, he presented the digitization 
trends of processes in the field of migration 
management in Armenia, touching upon 
the single electronic platform launched 

for giving a work permit and an employ-
ment-based residency status to foreigners.

Ghazaryan said that this is in accor-
dance with the goals set by the Compact 
– to facilitate the availability of the neces-
sary documents, ensure the regular migra-
tion routes and prevent trafficking.

“We reaffirm our commitment to the 
solutions based on multilateral efforts and 
human rights, in terms of resisting the chal-
lenges emerging in migration and move-
ment field”, Armen Ghazaryan said.

Commenting on the reaction of the rep-
resentatives of the Azerbaijani delegation 
during the general discussion, the Head of 
the Migration Service of Armenia said that 
this Forum is a platform for discussing the 
migration trends and developments, rather 
than a propaganda reproduction place, by 
totally rejecting such manifestations.

Ruben Rubinyan presents to the Iranian Ambassador the process of 
normalization of Armenia- Turkey relations

Vice President of the National As-
sembly of Armenia Ruben Rubinyan 
received Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to Armenia Abbas Ba-
dakhshan Zohouri on May 20.

As the National Assembly in-
forms, welcoming the Ambassador, 
Ruben Rubinyan noted that the two 
countries have a high level of rela-
tions based on both historical and ex-
isting realities.

The Vice President of the National 
Assembly emphasized that the inter-par-
liamentary cooperation is of special im-
portance for strengthening the bases of the 
mutually beneficial bilateral cooperation, 
to which the mutual visits give a qualita-
tively new level.

Ambassador Abbas Badakhshan Zo-
huri, emphasizing the centuries-old history 
of Armenian-Iranian relations, noted that 
they should be developed, including in the 
inter-parliamentary platforms.

Highlighting the centuries-old Arme-
nian-Iranian relations, Ambassador Abbas 

Badakhshan Zohouri noted that 
they need to be developed, includ-
ing at parliamentary platforms. The 
Ambassador emphasized the need 
for cooperation between the Com-
mittees of the two parliaments.

At the request of the Ambas-
sador, Ruben Rubinyan presented 
details on the process of normaliza-
tion of Armenia-Turkey relations, 
emphasizing the positions and pri-
orities of the Republic of Armenia.

The Vice President of the parliament 
highly assessed Iran’s position on the terri-
torial integrity of Armenia and the inviola-
bility of its borders.

The parties also referred to the impor-
tance of the construction of the “North-
South” highway.
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Ombudsperson addresses urgency of repatriating Armenian POWs 
from Azerbaijan at meeting with Russian ambassador

Human Rights Defender Kristinne 
Grigoryan held a meeting with the Russian 
Ambassador to Armenia Sergey Kopirkin, 
the Human Rights Defender’s Office said 
in a press release. 

The Russian Ambassador congratulated 
Grigoryan on assuming office and attached 
importance to effective cooperation be-
tween the embassy and the Human Rights 
Defender’s Office and emphasized their 
readiness to continue the cooperation.

Ambassador Kopirkin highlighted the 
important role of the Human Rights De-
fender in terms of the development of state 
institutions and properly reacting to the de-
velopments taking place in the country. He 
appreciated the Human Rights Defender’s 

efforts aimed at guaranteeing the freedom 
of assembly taking place during these days 
and respect and protection of human rights 
during the rallies.

Grigoryan addressed the urgency of re-
patriating the Armenian prisoners of war, 
including civilians, held in Azerbaijan and 

stressed the important and responsible role 
of Russia in this matter.

The Human Rights Defender presented 
the security issues, humanitarian and so-
cial issues identified during the regular 
meetings with the families of the POWs, 
families of those missing, as well as the 
residents of border towns.

Grigoryan expressed hope that Russia 
will continue its important efforts in the di-
rection of repatriating the POWs.

The sides stressed the importance of 
close cooperation between Armenian and 
Russian Human Rights Defender institu-
tions both bilaterally and multilaterally, 
including as part of the Eurasian Ombuds-
men Alliance.

The wives of Armenian PM and President of Lithuania visit the 
children being treated at the Hematology Center

The wife of the Prime Minister 
of Armenia Anna Hakobyan hosted 
the wife of the President of the Re-
public of Lithuania Diana Nausėdi-
enė. The Lithuanian President is in 
Armenia on a two-day official visit.

As ARMENPRESS was in-
formed from the Office of Anna 
Hakobyan, Anna Hakobyan and 
Diana Nausėdienė held a private 
conversation. Welcoming Mrs. 
Nausėdienė, the wife of the Ar-
menian PM noted that she is very happy 
to host her friend in Yerevan. During the 
private conversation, they referred to the 
importance of activating the role of women 
in public life.

“Mrs. Nausėdienė, we first met in 2019 
in Lithuania. I am glad that the opportu-
nity to meet for the second time has been 
created and I am hosting you in Yerevan. I 
think that there are great prospects for dis-
cussing and implementing joint programs. 
We will be able to use this opportunity to 

get to know each other better and try to 
find different ways of cooperation. I 

hope that this meeting will contribute 
to the strengthening of the centuries-old 

friendly ties between the Armenian and 

Lithuanian peoples,” Anna Hakobyan said.
Anna Hakobyan recalled that two years 

ago, when the world was fighting against 
the coronavirus, Diana Nausėdienė sent 
gifts to the Armenian children infected 
with the coronavirus by a Lithuanian mili-
tary plane. Anna Hakobyan again thanked 
Diana Nausėdienė for the humanitarian act.

The wife of the President of the Re-
public of Lithuania thanked for the warm 
reception and recalled with joy their first 
meeting. It was the first official meeting of 
Diana Nausėdienė as the wife of the Presi-
dent of Lithuania.

During the conversation, the Lithuanian 
President’s wife presented her activities to 
Anna Hakobyan, emphasizing that it is 

based on the campaign for a healthy 
lifestyle and sustainable development 
of societies. She expressed confi-
dence that by increasing the role of 
women in our societies, they will be 
able to make the world a better place.

Then the wife of the President of 
Lithuania accompanied by the wife 
of the Prime Minister of Armenia vis-
ited Hematology Center after Profes-
sor R.O. Yolyan, where she met with 
children receiving treatment. The 

guests toured the center, got acquainted 
with the conditions, inquired about the 
children’s health condition. The wife of the 
President of Lithuania handed over an of-
ficial invitation to Anna Hakobyan so that 
the doctors of Hematology Center after 
Professor R.O. Yolyan will visit Lithuania 
and take training.

Anna Hakobyan and Diana Nausėdienė 
agreed to strengthen contacts in the spheres 
of healthcare and culture. For that purpose, 
the wife of the President of Lithuania in-
vited the wife of the Prime Minister of 
Armenia to Lithuania. Anna Hakobyan ac-
cepted the invitation and expressed readi-
ness to implement the agreements reached.
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Art Alive! project to bring Armenian masterpieces to life with support 
of U.S. Embassy

Over the years, the U.S. Embassy has 
been proud to send a number of artists 
and art community leaders to the United 
States on various exchange programs. The 
alumni of those programs came together to 
highlight the vibrant art scene in Armenia 
through a new program sponsored by the 
Embassy called: Art Alive!, the U.S. Em-
bassy said in a news release.

The Art Alive! project will bring Ar-
menian masterpieces to life through 
site-specific performance and video art 
projects. The first-of-its kind event was 
implemented in 2018 by Vahan Badalyan, 
CAO of the National Center of Aesthetics 

(NCA), Artistic Director of NCA Small 
Theater and alumnus of an International 
Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP).  He 
traveled to the United States on a trip fo-
cused on exploring ways to use performing 
arts to empower youth to action. He hopes 
the Art Alive! effort will help museum vis-
itors see Armenian art in new and exciting 
ways.

This year with the support from the 
U.S. Embassy, through the creation of 
large-scale immersive performance instal-
lations, museum visitors will witness the 
“revival” of the most significant exhibits 
of Yerevan Modern Art Museum, Para-
janov – House Museum, and Dzitoghtsyan 
House-Museum in Gyumri.

“Referring to the success of the ‘Ar-
tAlive!’ project with the public back in 
2018, we have decided to continue the 
collaboration this year with several muse-
ums in Yerevan and Gyumri, with the aim 
of promoting and increasing appreciation 
among the public for the rich collections of 

the museums.  This year again the works, 
already well-known to the art lovers, will 
be presented with completely new artistic 
approaches, presentations, and interpreta-
tions,” Badalyan said.

Throughout the Art Alive! Events, three 
museums will open their doors to a new 
way of showcasing their art on May 21, 25 
and 29.  Each installation will last between 
3-7 minutes and will be performed several 
times over the course of the Art Alive! Ex-
perience.

Entry is free at participating museums 
during the Art Alive! Week of events. The 
complete schedule is as follows:

May 21: Modern Art Museum: 18:00-
20:00 (21 Baghramyan str., Lover’s Park, 
Yerevan)

May 25: Sergey Parajanov House-Mu-
seum: 18:00-20:00 (16 Dzoragyugh, Yere-
van) 

May 29: Dzitoghtsents House-Museum 
in Gyumri 15:00-18:00 (47 Haghtanaki 
avn, Gyumri)

Representatives of 15 countries to participate in Eurasian Economic 
Forum in Bishkek

Around 1700 people from 15 countries 
will participate in the first Eurasian Eco-
nomic Forum in Kyrgyzstan’s capital of 
Bishkek, Vice Chairman of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Kyrgyzstan Arzibek Kojoshev 
said at a press conference, reports TASS.

“We expect that a total of about 1700 

people will partici-
pate in the Eurasian 
Economic Forum”, he 
said, adding that as of 
this moment the repre-
sentatives of ten coun-
tries of Latin America 
and South-East Asia 
h a v e  c o n f i r m e d 
their participation. 
He informed that all 
members states of the 
Eurasian Economic 

Union (EAEU), Armenia, Russia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, will be repre-
sented at the Forum.

The Eurasian Economic Forum will 
start on May 26.

The Forum program includes a plenary 
session involving the Heads of the EAEU 

States and the Chairman of the EEC Board, 
as well as six panel discussions:

• “Eurasian Integration Strategic De-
velopment Prospects in the Time of 
Global Changes”;

• “Financial Markets and Development 
Institutions: Opportunities for Macro-
economic Stability and Growth Points 
of the EAEU Countries’ Economies”;

• “Manufacturing Industry and Ag-
riculture as Drivers of the Union’s 
Economic Growth and Ensuring Eco-
nomic Security”;

• “Energy and Transport Infrastructure 
to Promote Economic Development 
and Integration”;

• “EAEU Digital Agenda 2.0”;
• “New Areas of Interaction in the 

EAEU”.
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Nomination stage of the “Armenian Master” contest now open

The nomination stage of the “Arme-

nian Master” contest starts on May 20. 

The results of the online voting on the con-

test website that lasted for about a month 

determined the 12 fields in which the com-

petition will be held.

Those fields are:

Auto Mechanic

Baker

Bricklayer

Carpet weaver

Cook

Furniture maker

Jeweler

Musical instrument maker

Sewer

Shoemaker

Welder

Winemaker

The masters of Armenia and Artsakh 

(23 years old and older), whose activities 

coincide with the above-mentioned 12 

directions, can be nominated from today 

through the website.

The nomination will be done as fol-

lows: by selecting the “Become a partici-

pant” button on the website, you need to 

fill out a questionnaire and upload a short 

video about the master’s activity (in any 

format). Both masters and citizens can 

nominate their familiar masters. Those 

who have difficulties in filling out the 

questionnaire or with video can call +374 

77 733 551, send an email to contactus@

varpetarmenia.am or the Facebook page of 

the contest.

In addition, the mobile car with the 

logo of the contest (varpetmobile), will 

travel in all regions from May 30, inform-

ing about the contest and helping the can-

didates nomination.

The nominations stage will end on June 

30. After that, the professional Election 

committee, based on the applications re-

ceived, will select the two best candidates 

from each of the above-mentioned 12 field, 

who will pass to the next stage of the con-

test. The second stage of the contest will be 

held with “Armenia TV” in the format of a 

TV-show, during which 12 winners will be 

selected from 24 finalists, one master from 

each field.

The winners of the competition will 

be awarded the “Armenian Master” title, a 

monetary reward (3 million AMD) and will 

be supported by the partners of the contest.

It is planned that the contest will be-

come annual. The competition directions 

can be changed every year through pub-

lic voting. Besides, every year in May, a 

Festival of Masters will be held in Gyumri 

Friendship Park, in which both the winning 

masters of the contest and the participants 

of the previous stages will take part.

The “Armenian Master” contest was 

initiated by the founder of the Tourism and 

Urbanism (TUF) Charitable Foundation, 

social entrepreneur Ruben Vardanyan, and 

the “To Live” Charitable Foundation. The 

contest is organized by Tourism and Ur-

banism (TUF) Charitable Foundation. The 

general partner of the contest is “Armenia 

TV”. The aim of the contest is to popular-

ize the status of vocational professions and 

reviving respect for the working man in the 

mind of the public.

The organizers of the contest will coop-

erate with all the regions and communities 

of the Republic to select and involve the 

best masters.

https://www.varpetarmenia.am/
https://www.varpetarmenia.am/
https://www.varpetarmenia.am/
mailto:contactus@varpetarmenia.am
mailto:contactus@varpetarmenia.am
https://www.facebook.com/best.varpet
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Armenian student Anoush Baghdassarian receives Harvard’s 2022 
Andrew L. Kaufman Pro Bono Award

Anoush Baghdassarian is the recipient 
of the 2022 Andrew L. Kaufman Pro Bono 
Award. Graduating with an unprecedented 
4,000 pro bono hours during her time at 
Harvard Law School, Baghdassarian is a 
stand-out student in the clinical and pro 
bono community, according to Harvard’s 
official website.

Having participated in a variety of clin-
ics spanning international human rights to 
government lawyering, Baghdassarian’s ré-
sumé is a model of devotion to knowledge, 
advocacy, and selflessness.

The Andrew L. Kaufman Pro Bono 
Award is granted each year in honor 
of Professor Andrew Kaufman ’54, who 
has been instrumental in creating and sup-
porting the Pro Bono Service Program at 
Harvard Law School. The award is given to 
a J.D. student in the graduating class who 
exemplifies the pro bono public spirit and 
an extraordinary commitment to improving 
and delivering high quality volunteer legal 

services to disadvantaged communities.
Anoush’s personal drive began long 

before arriving at Harvard Law; growing 
up, Baghdassarian’s connection to her Ar-
menian heritage sparked her mission to ad-
dress and prevent human rights violations. 
She founded Rerooted Archive, an archive 
collecting the testimonies of Syrian-Arme-
nians to document the Armenian commu-
nity of Syria before, during, and after the 
Syrian conflict.

“It has been a 100-year open wound 
that I felt so intensely that I began doing 
what I could to close it, and importantly, 
what I could to prevent other communities 
from suffering from the same affliction, 
the same impunity, the same ethical lone-
liness,” says Baghdassarian. “The intrinsic 
motivation to help heal these wounds has 
been my guiding star in each endeavor I 
have undertaken.”

After graduation, Baghdassarian will 
work at the International Criminal Court as 

a visiting professional through the support 
of the International Legal Studies fellow-
ship.

Armenian drinks presented in Athens
On May 18, the Embassy 

of the Republic of Armenia 
in Greece and Quality Wines, 
soft drinks import company, 
organized a presentation and 
tasting of Armenian drinks at 
the Athens Marriott Hotel. A 
wide range of Armenian wine, 
brandy, beer and soft drinks 
was presented.

The evening was attended 
by high-ranking officials of the 
Greek executive and legislative 
bodies, heads of diplomatic 
missions accredited in Greece, members of 
the Armenian clergymen, Greek winemak-
ers, businessmen, journalists and individu-
als specializing in gastronomy.

Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the Republic of Armenia to 
Greece Tigran Mkrtchyan offered opening 
remarks, noting that “nowadays, winemak-
ing is experiencing a revival in Armenia.”

“The peculiarity of Armenian wine is 
due to the centuries-old presence of this 
culture in Armenia, but also to the fact that 

the French call it terroir, i.e. the factor of 
natural environment. I am proud to say that 
the magazines on the best winemaking in 
the world are full of real appreciation of 
the high quality of Armenian wine nowa-
days,” the Ambassador said.

Referring to ancient Greek sources 
and archeological research, the Ambassa-
dor noted that winemaking and brewing 
existed in ancient Armenia thousands of 
years ago.

Afterwards, Ambassador Mkrtchyan 

made an overview of the history 
of the legendary Armenian brandy, 
emphasizing its great international 
reputation and achievements.

The Ambassador drew the 
guests’ attention to the fact that 
“Quality Wines” company, despite 
all the difficulties and modern chal-
lenges, makes great efforts to pres-
ent the legendary Armenian brandy 
Ararat, 70 different types of Arme-
nian wine, beer, fruit vodka, mineral 
water and Armenian sweets in the 
Greek and Cypriot markets, at the 

same time expanding the range of imported 
goods.

Daniel Apikyan, Founding Director of 
Quality Wines Company, also gave a brief 
overview of the company’s 15-year activ-
ity, prospects, as well as the quality and 
peculiarity of the mentioned Armenian 
products.

The evening was accompanied by jazz 
music performed by the talented Greek-Ar-
menian singer Nevi Tsukala.



NextPrevious
23 May #20(1377)2022 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

SOCIETY 15



FirstPrevious
23 May #20(1377)2022 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

16 SOCIETY

Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected to 
the leadership of The Armenian Iden-
tity Card (HyeID) network structures.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID)  cardholders can benefit from 
the possibility of discounts intended 
for HyeID cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
• The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
• Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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