
On July 27, after a long and severe illness,
Noyan Tapan Information Center analyst
Harutyun Khachatryan passed away, at age 61.

He started his journalistic career in the early
1990s. H. Khachatryan was one of the journal-
ists who were working for the "outside world",
who broke the news blockade of Armenia dur-
ing the Nagorno-Karabakh War (1991-1994).
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Reportedly, recently Tamar and Vatche Manoukian have 
made a landmark gift to the Division of Digestive Diseases 
at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA that will 
provide unrestricted funds to accelerate research, innovative 
clinical care and educational priorities. This generous effort 
has inspired additional anonymous pledged support, bring-
ing the total of the gift on behalf of the Manoukians to $30 
million to benefit the division and support crucial initiatives 
in the Geffen School of Medicine.

8th Pan-Armenian 
Forum of 

Journalists held

see page 8

The 8th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists, titled Armenian 
Statehood: The Axis of Unity, marked the launch on October 
20. Nearly 140 journalists from 31 countries participated in this 
Pan-Armenian forum, which held in Yerevan on 20-22 October 
and in Stepanakert on 23-24 October. The organizers of the forum 
were All Armenian Media Association and the Union of Journal-
ists of Armenia, in association with the RA Ministry of Diaspora. 

The goal of this forum was to expand the Pan-Armenian field 
of information and make it better, consolidate the potential of 
Armenian journalists and use that potential effectively for the de-
velopment of Armenia, increase the international reputation of the 
Republic of Armenia and help to solve the issues related to the 
preservation of the Armenian identity and pan-national issues.
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On October 20, Edward Nalbandian, the 
Foreign Minister of Arm-enia, received 
Herbert Salber, the European Union Special 
Representative for the South Caucasus and 
the Crisis in Georgia.

At the meeting, the sides touched upon 
the agreements reached during the Vien-

na and St. Petersburg summits on the Na-
gorno-Karabakh issue.

The Foreign Minister of Armenia empha-
sized that the unequivocal implementation 
of those agreements, which Azerbaijan stub-
bornly refuses, is imperative for the advance-
ment of the peace process.

The EU Special Representative reaffirmed 
the EU support to the implementation of the 
agreements reached at the summits in Vien-
na and St. Petersburg – to the efforts aimed at 
ensuring the advancement of settlement pro-
cess under the auspices of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairmanship.

POLITICS

Armenian FM, EU Special Rep.
discuss Karabakh peace process

Azerbaijan is facing a fiasco, since its ex-
pectations from the Nagorno Karabakh con-
flict settlement negotiations were not justi-
fied after the four day war, Deputy Speaker 
of Parliament Eduard Sharmazanov told 
reporters in the Parliament. 

“Aliyev has nothing else left to do than to 
compensate for this failure with despicable 
actions. On the other hand I have to men-
tion that the international community, the 

co-chairing countries – specifically the USA 
and Russia, which were more active in Vi-
enna and St. Petersburg, must take steps to 
call Azerbaijan to order, and reiterate that the 
Vienna and St. Petersburg agreements must 
come to effect”, Sharmazanov said. He add-
ed that such behavior of Aliyev shows that 
the realization of the Vienna and St. Peters-
burg agreements is a critical and very import-
ant issue. 

On October 20, at 23:00-23:30, Azerbai-
jan carried out sabotage infiltration attempts 
in the eastern and southern directions of the 
Nagorno Karabakh-Azerbaijan line of con-
tact. The Defense Army units detected the 
advance of the Azerbaijani special forces in 
time and pushed them back to their starting 
positions by inflicting losses. During the con-
frontation with the sabotage unit the Defense 
Army did not sustain losses.

Azerbaijan faces fiasco after failing four-day war in April

On October 18-19, the U.S. Embassy in 
Yerevan hosted a two-day workshop, bring-
ing together Armenian and Georgian govern-
ment officials and NGOs to exchange best 
practices in controlling the flow of weapons 
of mass destruction, delivery systems, and 
conventional weaponry.

During the workshop, organized by the 
Embassy’s Export Control and Related Bor-
der Security Program (EXBS), policymak-
ers and technical experts from both countries 
shared the methods they currently employ to 
inform exporting industries about the latest 
regulations, procedures, and export require-
ments related to dual-use technology (which 
can be used for both weaponry and peaceful 
purposes). The Armenian and Georgian of-
ficials also learned new ways to safeguard 
dual-use technology from being transferred 

to proliferating states and terrorist groups.
Twenty representatives from relevant Ar-

menian and Georgian agencies, U.S. De-
partment of Energy officials, and NGOs 
from both countries discussed the mutual 
challenges they face and the approaches they 
have undertaken to achieve their goals.  They 
also discussed the important role that NGOs 
can play in educating businesses and govern-
ments on export controls. “Having agencies 
from both countries discuss how they reach 
out to export industries allows for mutual 
good practices among these neighboring 
countries to be shared. Also, the chance to 
network with each other’s counterparts in 
such a setting strengthens the bilateral rela-
tionship between Armenia and Georgia. This 
workshop provides a basis for future dis-
cussions on other relevant export control is-

sues,” said Ashley Fullenwider, the principal 
Political Science Analyst from the Argonne 
National Laboratory.

The EXBS program takes a regional and 
multilateral approach to help harmonize 
national export control systems with inter-
national standards and facilitate informa-
tion-sharing among nations.

Administered by the Department of State, 
EXBS operates in more than 65 countries, 
and is designed to strengthen a country’s ex-
port control system by providing legal and 
regulatory advice, training of licensing of-
ficials, enforcement and interdiction equip-
ment, and industry-to-government outreach. 
Better export control systems help fight 
against the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, their delivery systems, conven-
tional weapons, and related materials.

Armenia and Georgia exchange best practices in export 
controls during training organized by U.S. Embassy

The Armenian National Assembly voted 
85 to 7 today (with 6 abstentions) to approve 
the Government Program.

Before the voting the factions summed up 
their approaches. Head of the Orinats Yerkir 
faction Heghine Bisharyan said she sees both 
positive and negative aspects in the program. 
Therefore, Bisharyan said she couldn’t vote 

for or against the document.
The Prosperous Armenia faction did not 

participate in the voting. Mikael Melkumyan 
declared that the Party members “cannot 
assume responsibility for the activity of this 
government.”

Secretary of the ARF faction Aghvan Var-
danyan urged to support the program and 

help call it to life.
Head of the Armenian National Congress 

faction Levon Zurabyan did not make a dis-
tinct statement, but criticized the program. 
The party voted against the document.

Prime Minister Karen Karapetyan noted in 
his closing remarks that the government was 
open for cooperation with everyone.

Armenian National Assembly votes
to approve the Governemnt Program
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Armenia’s border guards are better 
trained to counter the illegal transport 
and proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction thanks to border security 
and interdiction training provided by 
the U.S. The 10-day training session is 
the latest part of a joint U.S.-Armenian 
project to improve Armenia’s abilities 
in this fight against contraband.

From October 10 to 21, 27 Armenian 
border guards who serve along the 
Armenian-Georgian border attended 
training on viable border interdiction 
strategies that stressed the necessity for 
interagency cooperation. The border 
guards were introduced to new tools 
that can be used to maintain securi-

ty and aid in border monitoring. The 
course also included sessions on basic 
tracking skills, operations manage-
ment, safety, and evidence control.

The course, which was moderated by 
border security subject matter experts, 
consisted of lectures and practical ex-
ercises, culminating with several full-
scale interdiction exercises. The train-
ing was conducted by the U.S. Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) Co-
operative Threat Reduction Program’s 
WMD-Proliferation Prevention Pro-
gram.

Out of the dozens of agents partici-
pating in this month’s course, 12 will 
go on to receive additional training to 

become instructors. This will enable 
Armenian authorities to institutional-
ize the training locally and ensure all 
Armenian border guards eventually re-
ceive the training they need to succeed.

The U.S. Embassy in Yerevan, the 
U.S. Department of Defense, the Na-
tional Security Service of Armenia, 
and the Armenian Border Guards have 
a long history of cooperative efforts 
aimed at reducing the threat of prolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction.
Since 2011, the U.S. Department of 
Defense, through DTRA’s Cooperative 
Threat Reduction Program, has provid-
ed $21.3 million in aid to properly train 
and equip Armenian border guards.

U.S. and Armenia continue cooperation to prevent 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction

Armenia’s President attends EPP summit in the Netherlands
President Serzh Sargsyan, who is in Maastricht on a work-

ing visit, participated in the Summit of the European People’s 
Party (EPP). The Summit was presided over by the Chairman 
of the EPP Joseph Dole. Present at the Summit were the Pres-
ident of the European Council Donald Tusk, President of the 
European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker, Heads of state 
and government from the European Union and Eastern Part-
nership countries – members of the EPP.

In the framework of the agenda, the participants of the 

Summit discussed issues related to the preliminary works of 
the upcoming session of the European Council, spoke about 
the recent developments in the refugee crisis, issues related 
to the EU economy and foreign policy. At the Summit, Pres-
ident Serzh Sargsyan made a statement in which he spoke 
about regional issues and challenges.

In the government house of Limburg state, which is the 
venue of the Summit, President Sargsyan also made an in-
scription in the Golden Book of Honorary Guests.

US makes efforts for Nagorno Karabakh conflict settlement: 
Ambassador

The position of the US on Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict settlement remains 
unchanged, “NT” reports, citing Azer-
baijani APA agency, US ambassador 
to Azerbaijan Robert Cekuta said. 

The Ambassador stated that the Unit-
ed States, working with the Co-chairs, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan makes efforts 
for the settlement of the prolonged con-
flict. “As one of these efforts the Minsk 

Group American Co-chair together with 
the other Co-chairs will arrive in Azer-
baijan. The aim of the visit is to foster 
the conflict settlement”, Ambassador 
Cekuta said.

President Sargsyan receives
EU Special Representative Herbert Salber

President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan on October 21 re-
ceived EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus 
and for the crisis in Georgia Herbert Salber, press service of 
the Presidential administration told “NT”. 

Emphasizing that the previous meetings of the EU Special 
Representative were held in open and frank atmosphere, 
President Sargsyan expressed hope this meeting will be like 
this kind in its nature as well. Serzh Sargsyan highly appre-
ciated the EU’s commitment on forming a climate of trust 
between the sides aimed for the peaceful settlement of the 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict. Serzh Sargsyan and Herbert Sal-
ber exchanged views on the recent developments and the cur-

rent situation over the negotiation process of the NK conflict 
settlement after the meetings in Vienna and St. Petersburg. 
President Sargsyan presented Armenia’s efforts through the 
mediation of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs on reach-
ing the conflict settlement through peaceful negotiations and 
reaffirmed that the Armenian side is ready to continue the 
constructive steps for the benefit of establishment of peace 
and security in the region. Herbert Salber said while on a 
visit in Armenia he is holding meetings with the civil society 
representatives, as well as the residents of the bordering set-
tlements. The sides also exchanged views on regional devel-
opments during the meeting.
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Armenian Defense Minster Vigen Sargsyan received today Herbert 
Salber, EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus and the 
Crisis in Georgia.

During the meeting the Defense Minister presented the situation 
at the line of contact, the overview of the ceasefire violations by the 
Azerbaijani side and the latest developments in the Karabakh conflict 
settlement process.

The parties reiterated the lack of alternative to a peaceful settlement 
and stressed the importance of the international community’s support 
for the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs and the confidence-building 
measures.

The Armenian Defense Minister and the EU Special Representative 
exchanged views on a number of regional and international issues, as 
well as the perspectives of Armenia-EU cooperation.

POLITICS

Armenia DM briefs EU Special Representative
on situation at Karabakh line of contact

President Serzh Sargsyan received today 
students and schoolchildren – recipients of 
the RA Presidential Educational Awards for 
year 2016 in the area of information tech-
nologies (IT). At the award ceremony, which 
took place at the Presidential Palace, Serzh 
Sargsyan handed the awards received in dif-

ferent nominations. Together with each certifi-
cate, the young people received also souvenirs 
and monetary awards.

This year, the annual Presidential Award was 
bestowed on 28 students and 15 schoolchildren 
from 5 higher education institutions and 8 high 
schools. Until now, the RA Presidential Award 

in the IT area in different nominations has been 
given to 409 students and schoolchildren.

At the award ceremony President Ser-
zh Sargsyan congratulated the students and 
schoolchildren who excelled in their studies 
and received Presidential Awards for year 2016 
and wished them success.

Armenia of tomorrow must be better educated: President

President Serzh Sargsyan awarded dis-
tinguished IT students on October 19 in the 
Presidential Palace. 28 students and 15 school 
children from five universities and 8 high 
schools were awarded the annual “Presiden-
tial Education Awards in the IT field”. Serzh 
Sargsyan congratulated them and mentioned 
that bestowing awards is one of the pleasant 
responsibilities of the President. “The IT 
field is very important and perspective for 
Armenia. Tomorrow’s Armenia must be in 
the hands of more educated, creative citizens, 

who walk in pace with time. Tomorrow’s 
Armenia must be in the zone of developed 
information world. We don’t have another 
path. This path is a tested path. For thousands 
of years our people have always seen, per-
ceived and accepted progress”, he President 
said. During a briefing with reporters, Hovik 
Musayelyan - Executive Director of Synop-
sys Armenia, stressed the importance of the 
pilot program in high schools, under which 
the subjects “Microelectronics”, “IT” and 
“Basics of Telecommunications” have been 

included in 10 high schools in the country. 
“I think this program will work in all high 
schools of the country by 2025. As a result of 
this we will have qualified human resourc-
es in the labor market”, he said. According 
to Synopsys CEO Dr. Chi-Foon Chan, the 
IT field remains one of the most important 
fields in Armenia. “I attach importance to our 
company’s role in Armenia for education in 
the IT field”, he said. The “Presidential Ed-
ucation Awards in the IT field” are awarded 
annually since 2005.

President Sargsyan awards distinguished IT students

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Nagorno Karabakh Republic Karen 
Mirzoyan, who is on a working visit in 
Yerevan, met with the EU Special Rep-
resentative for the South Caucasus and 
the crisis in Georgia Herbert Salber on 
October 21.

As “NT” was informed from the press 
service of MFA NKR, during the meet-
ing the sides discussed a range of issues 
related to the Artsakh-EU relations. Kar-
en Mirzoyan emphasized the readiness 
of the NKR authorities to develop coop-
eration with the EU in all directions, in-

cluding the strengthening of democratic 
institutions in Artsakh, and reiterated his 
invitation to Herbert Salber to visit the 
NKR in the framework of his mandate.

The process of the peaceful settlement 
of the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict 
was also touched upon. 

In this context the sides noted the 
importance of the efforts of the OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-chairs aimed at cre-
ating conditions for the resumption of 
negotiations, and, in particular, stressed 
the need to implement the agreements 
reached in Vienna and St. Petersburg.

NKR FM and EU Special
Representative highlight

implementation of Vienna and
St. Petersburg agreements

Foreign Minister of Armenia Edward Nal-
bandian received Directorate General of Hu-
man Rights and Rule of Law of the Council 
of Europe Philippe Boillat. As “NT” was 
informed from the press service of MFA Ar-
menia, Armenia’s active engagement in the 
CoE activities and the reforms carried out at 
the organization’s proposals were touched 
upon at the meeting. The senior CoE official 
assessed the close and productive cooperation 
with Armenia’s Government and the judicial 
authorities as excellent. In that context, Min-
ister Nalbandian stated that implementation 
of democratic reforms is in the interests of 
the country, and the CoE’s key assistance in 
this work is highly appreciated. The meeting 
addressed the implementation process of Ar-
menia-EU Action Plan 2015-2018.

Senior CoE official
assesses cooperation 

with Armenia as excellent
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Based on the current developments in tourism, the Armenian Gov-
ernment plans a targeted packaging of touristic results and services. In 
addition, the Government aims to conduct an active marketing policy 
in targeted touristic markets for raising awareness of the country as an 
attractive one for tourism, “NT” reports, citing e-gov.am website, the 
Cabinet’s action plan, submitted to the National Assembly, defines. 
During the upcoming 6 months the Government plans to define tour-
ism quality benchmarks for improving touristic services and infra-
structures. Pilot projects will be conducted in 60 rural communities 
and after summing the results of one-year studies, a national program 

on developing rural tourism will be conducted. In the mentioned 
period competitions will be held aiming to turn at least 5 caves into 
touristic sights and a strategy called “Pilgrimage to the first Chris-
tian country” will be elaborated. The Government will support pri-
vate initiatives for the development of new touristic directions with 
great potentials in 2017 (rock climbing, bicycling, extreme tourism, 
eco-tourism, health tourism, religious, wine, etc.) and a development 
plan will be elaborated aiming to triple the number of tourists within5 
years. It is also planned to expand the number of people and states 
eligible for visa free entries.

POLITICS

Dear Students and Schoolchildren,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like to once again congratu-

late you on receiving the RA Presiden-
tial Educational Award in the area of 
information technologies. One of the 
pleasing duties for President is to hand 
over awards but for me it’s a double 
pleasure because first of all, the awards 
are given to young people who will be 
shaping Armenia’s tomorrow, also be-
cause this is the area which is extremely 
important and prospective for Armenia. 
I am happy not only for you; and I am 
also happy for your teachers, your pro-
fessors, your families, for our entire so-
ciety because this proves in a way that 

we are moving along the right way. The 
Armenia of tomorrow must be better 
educated, moving in step with the time, 
in the hands of knowledgeable and cre-
ative citizens. The Armenia of tomor-
row must be in the realm of the infor-
mation-wise developed world. We have 
no other way to go. It’s a well-charted 
road. Throughout the millennia our 
people recognized, took in and accept-
ed the progressive, made it their and 
thanks to that very ability have been 
able to exist, and we have to continue 
to go down this road.

Dear young people,
Your success inspires us with opti-

mism and joy. Be more proactive, very 

daring in your initiatives and diligent in 
your studies. The 21st century is devel-
oping rapidly; we are living in a rapidly 
developing world. When we were your 
age, we didn’t know what would be 
the professions in the age of developed 
technologies, in the age of internet. The 
same will happen 20 or 30 years later. 
We need to be ready for that, and I am 
confident that you will be ready.

I once again congratulate you and 
express gratitude for your service, and 
service it is. Be assured that good per-
formance in studies is a service to your 
country. I would like to thank the orga-
nizers of this event, thank you. And cer-
tainly I thank the award commission.

President Serzh Sargsyan’s message
at the ceremony of handing Presidential Educational 

Awards in the area of Information Technologies

President Serzh Sargsyan visited the Armenian Saint Garabed 
Church in Maastricht is morning, where he had a short meeting 
with representatives of the “Ani” Armenian community.  During 
the meeting reference was made to the community issues, pro-
grams, opportunities of reinforcement of cooperation with the 
Motherland.

The “Ani” community is actively participating in Armenia-re-
lated events organized by the Dutch authorities.

According to the decision of the Catholic Church of Limburg, 
the Church of the Ascension of Christ was donated to the Arme-
nian community and was anointed as Saint Garabed in 2013 in 
memory of the old Armenian Church of Amsterdam.

President Sargsyan visits
Armenian Saint Garabed Church in Maastricht

Armenian Government strives to triple number of tourists

Prime Minister of Armenia Karen Karapetyan received on October 
18 UN Resident. As “NT” was informed from the press service of the 
Government of Armenia, the PM assessed Armenia-UN cooperation 
and the various programs implemented in the sidelines of the UNDP 
as productive and highlighted the future cooperation. According to 
the Head of the Executive, the UN promoted democracy, human 
rights and rule of law in Armenia, and the years of financial and tech-
nical assistance of the UNDP is highly appreciated. The UN Resident 
Coordinator thanked the PM for the appreciation and assured that the 
UN is ready to continue assisting Armenia’s further development. 

The interlocutors exchanged ideas over the implementation process 
of the program “Armenia-United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework 2016-2020”, Bagratashen, Bavra and Gogavan check-
point modernization program, initiatives for recording economic 
growth, as well as cooperation opportunities in other spheres of mu-
tual interest. Bradley Busetto noted that the UN priorities in Armenia 
go in conformity with the priorities of the Armenian Government. 
The PM spotlighted the specification of the directions of future part-
nership and expressed readiness to maximally support the activities 
of the UN Office in Armenia.

PM Karapetyan satisfied with Armenia-UN relations
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The Armenian SoloLearn mobile app announced it’s raised 
a $1.2M seed round to socialize mobile code learning. Valley 
VC Learn Capital led the round, joining a number of other un-
named private investors who have already backed SoloLearn, 
Techcrunch reported. SoloLearn is not aimed at hard-core en-
gineers, but more at “millennials” and students who want a 
simpler way to learn which includes interactive lessons, cod-
ing exercises, peer-to-peer challenges, and community Q & A. 
These are all aspects of the app. The startup now has over two 
million profiled coders, and over one million coding activities 

daily. Usefully, as you improve your score, your profile gets 
exposed which means you could well end up landing a job 
out of it. Yeva Hyusyan, SoloLearn CEO, says: “With coding 
transformed into a “must-have” skill, the challenge has been 
to create an enjoyable environment for infinite professional 
growth. Diversity of experiences and topics paired with peer-
to-peer interaction gradually upgrade your coding skills, build-
ing your trustworthy coder reputation one step at a time.” In 
an interesting side aspect, SoloLearn also says it’s noticed high 
traffic from refugees using the app to learn to code.

1.2 million USD invested
in Armenian SoloLearn mobile app

Prime Minister of Armenia Karen Kara-
petyan introduced the draft program of the 
Cabinet after the Council and Executive 
Body sessions of the Republican Party of 
Armenia.

After the sessions Vice President of the 
National Assembly and RPA spokesperson 
Eduard Sharmazanov told the reporters that 
the program is based on the February 12 
speech of the President, where he stresses 
the necessity of reforms in all the public 
spheres.

“Issues of domestic and external security 
dominate the Cabinet’s program. Securi-
ty issues remain priority for us. Since the 
president is the guarantor of security in our 
country, the main security visions coincide 

with the visions of the President. The draft 
program clearly points out the necessity of 
modernization and reinforcement of the se-
curity system”, “NT” reports Sharmazanov 
mentioned.

Referring to Armenia’s foreign policies, 
Sharmazanov stated that Armenia will con-
tinue its cooperation with all the partners. 
“Our stand on Nagorno Karabakh conflict 
settlement remains concrete: we must take 
steps to reach a peaceful conflict settlement 
and international recognition of Nagorno 
Karabakh”, the parliament Vice President 
said.

Much importance is attached to economic 
reforms. Sharmazanov noted that the Cab-
inet’s program on economy is a 6- month 

one, since the Cabinet will act till the parlia-
mentary elections in 2017, but the program 
also defines future strategies. “The Cabinet 
and the ruling party will do their best to cre-
ate a more favorable investment environ-
ment. Social issues are of key importance as 
well. I want to specially highlight education-
al reforms.

While this Cabinet is ion office, much 
attention will be paid to regional and rural 
schools”, he said. Fight against corruption 
has found place in the Cabinet’s program as 
well. According to Sharmazanov, the Cabi-
net, together with the political majority, will 
propose legislative reforms for an effective 
fight against corruption, since there are some 
problems with the legislative regulations.

Economic development and security issues dominate 
in Armenian Cabinet’s program

The Central Bank of Armenia informs 
that on October 18 the USD exchange 
rate was 475,56 AMD which is a de-
crease of 0,19 drams compared to the 
previous day. 

“NT” reports that the Euro increased 
by 1,07 drams forming 523,92 drams. 

British pound rose by 5,19 drams 
forming 584,18 drams, Russian ruble 
increased by 0.03 drams reaching to 
7,57 drams on October 18. 

The prices for precious metals are as 
follows: the price for silver per gram 
is 266,04 AMD, gold-19,185,4 AMD, 
and platinum-14.249,91 AMD.

Dollar depreciates; 
ruble, pound and 
euro appreciate

Prime Minister of Russia Dmitry Med-
vedev held a meeting with Chairman of 
Eurasian Economic Commission Ti-
gran Sargsyan. Medvedev underscored 
the fact of holding regular meetings, 
and mentioned that the Eurasian inter-
governmental Council’s sessionwhich 
will be held in Minsk- is currently in 
stage of preparation. Medvedev in-
quired about the preparatory process. 
“The most pressing issue on the agenda 
today is the promoting integration. We 
are trying to find additional incentives, 
which will be able to reveal the entire 
potential and help our countries to first 

and foremost boost the growth of do-
mestic production. This is the most 
important subject for the governments 
of our countries. We have prepared a 
proposal on how to push this forward”, 
the official website of the Russian gov-
ernment quoted Sargsyan as saying. 
Medvedev proposed to discuss all sepa-
rate directions. “Our intergovernmental 
council’s sessions always proceed with 
healthy discussions: sometimes we are 
also forced to discuss issues with dis-
agreements, find mutual concessions. 
We hold meetings with you in order to 
prepare well”, Medvedev said.

Dmitry Medvedev, Tigran Sargsyan
discuss boosting economic growth

of EEU countries



7

The Noyan Tapan Highlights www.nt.am 27 October #37 (1125) w 2016

ECONOMY

Calix, Inc. (NYSE: CALX), the world 
leader in subscriber driven access, an-
nounced on October 19 that it will partner 
with innovative Armenian communications 
service provider Ucom to bring the benefits 
of NGPON2 across the country to deliver 
an unmatched broadband experience to its 
wireline and mobile subscribers, Ucom told 
“NT”.

With initial trials of Calix AXOS NG-
PON2 systems scheduled for early 2017, 
Ucom will leverage the next generation 
of PON technology to roll out new 10 
Gbps (10 gigabits per second) business 
and mobile backhaul services, as well as 
to converge their residential and business 
networks, into one for simplified business 
operations.

A long term partnership between Ucom, 
the first service provider to introduce fiber 
to the home (FTTH) services in Armenia, 
and Calix has resulted in a transformation 
of the Armenian telecommunications land-
scape. Ucom offers advanced voice, video, 
and data services to residential subscribers, 
while continuously expanding their com-
mercial and mobile portfolio. 

Last year, Ucom acquired Orange Ar-
menia, accelerating the finalization of the 
fastest 4G+/ LTE Advanced network in the 
country and the first delivery of quad-play 
services in the country. 

“Calix has been instrumental in the de-
velopment of our FTTH network, which 
we believe to be the most extensive and 
advanced in Armenia,” said Aleksander Ye-
sayan, Business Development Director and 
Deputy CEO at Ucom. 

“As a leader in the fiber access, we are 
confident that Calix will be a valuable 
partner in our transition to NG-PON2 and 
AXOS E-Series technology. Our vision has 
always been to become Armenia’s most 
advanced service provider, blazing the trail 
in both technology and services and NG-
PON2 is the perfect vehicle to extend fiber 
services for businesses and connecting our 
own mobile cell sites. The Calix partnership 
enables Ucom to take this vision to the next 
level, once again transforming the broad-
band landscape in our country.” 

Ucom’s leader will be sharing more in-
formation about his company’s plans for 
NG-PON2 during a panel discussion titled 
“NG-PON2: The Future is Here Today,” 
moderated by Julie Kunstler, principal con-
sultant at Ovum, along with representatives 
from AT&T, Verizon, and Vodafone Group, 
today at 9 am GMT in the Service Moneti-
zation Track Room at the Broadband World 

Forum, at the ExCeL Convention Centre in 
London. 

“As the first to deploy NG-PON2 services 
via Calix AXOS E-Series systems in Ar-
menia, Ucom will continue to differentiate 
itself in the market and stay ahead of all oth-
er service providers in the country,” said Jo-
seph Haddad, area vice president at Calix. 

“NG-PON2 will be truly transformative 
for service providers like Ucom, who are 
looking to reap the benefits of a converged 
services network to combine mobile, busi-
ness, and residential services onto one 
network, and for countries like Armenia, 
whose citizens are craving advanced broad-
band services. We are very proud to have 
been partnering with Ucom on this network 
transformation journey for many years and 
we look forward to the company’s contin-
ued success as it leverages NG-PON2 to 
take its network and services to another 
level.”

Ucom and Calix Partner to make Armenia
a world leading showcase of cutting edge

Each Province of Armenia is unique:
Provinces exhibit harvest and products at ArmProdExpo

Provinces of Armenia exhibited their 
production at the ArmProdExpo exhibi-
tion, with Lori Province also presenting 
innovations. Representative of Lori Mar-
garita Kirakosyan said that this year they 
have experimentally grown buckwheat 
and achieved successful results.

“Although we have grown in little quan-
tities, but in terms of quality it’s quite good, 
we have grown minimally chemically en-
riched crops, which in my opinion will 

have success in the future as well. We pre-
sented the old product range, which seems 
to already have a brand look. We have a 
range of products typical to the province 
– cheese, honey, kiwi, broccoli, which we 
present every year”, she said. 

According to Kirakosyan, each province 
is unique on its own, the same food has its 
taste and smell in each province. Arma-
vir’s “Karas” Wine Factory presented its 
wines in the expo. 

Marketing and Sales Manager of Karas 
Wines Vlad Khachatryan says their wines 
are one of the most demanded in the mar-
ket. 

“Since 2010 the quality is being con-
firmed and proved every day. We export 
the wines to a number of countries – Rus-
sia, England, France, Belgium, Nether-
lands, Czech Republic, Canada and oth-
ers. We also plan to export it to Japan and 
China”, he said.
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In recognition of the Manoukians’ 
leadership philanthropy, the university 
will name the division in their honor — 
making this the medical school’s first 
division to be named following a phil-
anthropic gift. In addition to the UCLA 
Vatche and Tamar Manoukian Division 
of Digestive Diseases, the university 
has named 100 UCLA Medical Pla-
za The Vatche and Tamar Manoukian 
Medical Building.

“The science that will emerge 
from the Manoukians’ extraor-
dinary contribution will lead 
to the discovery of new drugs 
and therapies that will improve 
health and save lives,” said 
UCLA Chancellor Gene Block. 
And… “Their generosity is an 
inspiration to our talented phy-
sicians and to other members of 
the philanthropic community.”

The UCLA Division of Di-
gestive Diseases is renowned 
for its comprehensive research. 
Ranked No. 5 in the US by the 
U.S. News & World Report 
2016–17 survey, the division 
has become a model for coordinated 
care.

“Visionary philanthropy can alter 
the course of science,” said Dr. John 
Mazziotta, Vice Chancellor for UCLA 
Health Sciences and CEO of UCLA 
Health. “The remarkable generosity of 
Tamar and Vatche Manoukian will be 
instrumental in positioning the division 
for the future.”

Building on an interdisciplinary and 
collaborative clinical approach and bol-
stered by pioneering laboratory science, 
division physicians provide the tools 
for patients to manage chronic disease, 
the technologies to save lives and the 
therapies to ensure cures for some of 
the most challenging conditions.

“Innovation requires both leadership 
and investment,” said Dr. Eric Esrail-
ian, Co-Chief of the Division of Di-
gestive Diseases and Lincy Foundation 

Chair in Clinical Gastroenterology in 
the Geffen School of Medicine. “Tam-
ar and Vatche’s exceptional philan-
thropy will help ensure that UCLA can 
continue unraveling the mysteries of di-
gestive diseases, make transformative 
scientific discoveries, and develop the 
physician leaders of the future. Their 
unrestricted gift gives the division flex-
ibility that is essential as we advance 
our highest educational, research and 
patient care priorities,” he added.

Newspress writes on Mr Vatche Ma-
noukian as “ a leader in the global 
Armenian community who has been in-
volved in a wide range of businesses, 
including property investment, retail, 
pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, enter-
tainment and renewable energy”. 

Notably, it was mentioned that “he 
and his wife, who have four children, 
have continued his family’s tradition of 
charitable work throughout the world, 
with a particular emphasis on educa-
tion, medicine, culture, the environment 
and Armenian causes.

The Manoukians’ scholarship funds 
have enabled several thousand students 
who lack financial resources to further 
their education, and postgraduate pro-
grams established by the Manoukians 
at universities in the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Lebanon have 
helped provide essential skills for to-

morrow’s community leaders.
The couple support many children’s 

charities around the world, such as the 
National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children; the U.S. Fund for 
UNICEF, on whose board Manoukian 
serves; and the Prince Albert II of Mo-
naco Foundation. They also support 
the Royal Opera House in London. The 
Manoukians have been the sole finan-
cial supporters of major cultural exhi-
bitions, such as the “Treasures of the 

Ark” exhibition held at the Brit-
ish Library to commemorate 
1,700 years of Armenia Chris-
tianity...”

From our side we should add 
that the Manoukian couple is 
well known also in the Moth-
erland Armenia, and first of all 
due to their charitable activities 
in areas of a wide range.

“Tamar and I believe that 
philanthropy can shape the fu-
ture,” Mr Manoukian said. “It 
is our hope that our gift will not 
only change medical science, 
but also be a model for others. 
We hope that young people will 

be inspired to give and will become en-
gaged with causes that matter.”

This significant investment in the di-
vision of digestive diseases will provide 
vital funding for pioneering investiga-
tions that will lead to novel therapies, 
more comprehensive patient care, fac-
ulty support to attract top scientists and 
clinicians, and the education of aspiring 
doctors and researchers.

“This gift is especially meaningful to 
us as a public university,” Dr. Esrail-
ian said. “This investment will help fuel 
additional discoveries of the kind that 
have already earned UCLA the reputa-
tion as a world leader in research, pa-
tient care and medical education.”

To note, this gift is a part of the $4.2 
billion UCLA Centennial Campaign 
that is scheduled to conclude in Decem-
ber 2019, during UCLA’s 100th anni-
versary year.

Tamar and Vatche Manoukian Donate $30 Million
to UCLA Health Sciences

“Visionary philanthropy can alter the course of science”…

from page 1
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German historian and author of a num-
ber of works on the Armenian Genocide 
Michael Hesemann revealed documents 
of 1100 pages linked with the Armenian 
Genocide in Vatican’s open and secret ar-
chives. 

“NT” reports the German historian told 
the reporters that he plans to write a book 
based on the findings, while the copies of 
the documents he handed to the director of 
Armenia’s National Academy of Sciences. 
Hesemann informed the book will be not 
only in German, but also English and oth-
er languages. The scientist is ready to share 
his experience with other scientists and 
researchers studying Armenian Genocide. 
Referring to the content of the document, 

Michael Hesemann noted that they are 
mainly the correspondences of Popes with 
their representatives in the East, as well as 
with the representatives of the Capuchin 
and Franciscan orders. The documents are 
mainly in Italian and French. “The stud-
ies manly reveal that extermination of the 
Christian element, and particularly Arme-
nians, took place in the Ottoman Empire. It 
was a well planned state policy. The Young 
Turks believed that only homogeneous 
states are powerful, and for reaching that 
goal ethnic cleansings were necessary”, the 
scientist said. According to him, the docu-
ments show that the Catholic Church had 
tried to influence the German position on 
the Armenian Genocide. “Vatican tried to 

influence Germany through Austria-Hun-
gary aiming to stop the genocide. But Ger-
many wished to keep Turkey under its in-
fluence, even at the expense of the fate of 
Armenians”, Michael Hesemann said. He 
thinks that the feeling of guilt coming from 
this act made the German parliament adopt 
a relevant decision and recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide. The German historian also 
mentioned that the documents examined 
by him contain precise evidences about the 
number of Armenian victims amounting to 
1.5 million. “The letter of a Capuchin rep-
resentative also documents this fact, who 
mentions that 1.5 million out of 2.3 million 
Armenians have been killed by November, 
1918”, the scientist said.

German historian reveals documents of 1100 pages
in Vatican archives linked with Armenian

80 thousand pieces of literature were provided to Armenian 
schools in the Diaspora in 2016, Deputy Minister of Diaspo-
ra Serzh Srapionyan told NT. According to him, the Ministry 
is focused on both Sunday and day schools, as well as orga-
nizations which carry out cultural song and dance education. 
“Today we can say that we have met the demand of the ma-
jority of schools. 217 schools are still waiting for books. We 
have delivered literature to those schools, but due to some 
post problems the delivery was a little late. Educational in-
stitutions were provided textbooks, guidebooks and manuals. 
We have sent Western-Armenian textbooks to educational in-
stitutions which teach in Western-Armenian. In addition, we 
are enriching the libraries of the Diaspora with samples of 
Armenian classics, and Armenian-translated European litera-

ture”, Srapionyan said. In his words, there are some disagree-
ments regarding the contents of the textbooks. According to 
him, this is understandable, since classical Diaspora schools 
have used other textbooks without having a coordinated state 
system of textbooks. “There were differences in teaching 
approaches from school to school. Currently we intend to 
launch discussions regarding the issue of having textbooks 
which will be acceptable by everyone in the Diaspora. We 
already have numerous opinions, we cooperate with the Na-
tional Institute of Educations, and the final variants will un-
dergo expertise and in case of adoption, education in the Di-
aspora will be carried out with common textbooks”, he said. 
Approximately 2 thousand Sunday schools and more than 
100 elementary schools operate in the Diaspora.

Issue of having common textbooks for Diaspora schools
under discussion

Minister of Education and Science Levon Mkrtchyan held 
a meeting on October 18 with Ambassador of Greece to 
Armenia H.E. Nafsika Nancy Eva Vraila, the ministry told 
NT. Minister Mkrtchyan congratulated the Ambassador on 
beginning her diplomatic mission in Armenia and expressed 
conviction that the Armenian-Greek relations in the educa-
tional sector will achieve new developments and highlighted 
the implementation of practical steps for development and 
deepening of cooperation. Her Excellency Nafsika Nancy 
Eva Vraila expressed gratitude for the present cooperation in 
the field and attached importance to the role of education for 
the dynamic development of the friendly relations between 
the two countries. The meeting mainly focused on the 2016-
2020 education and research cooperation program between 

the governments of Armenia and Greece, which was signed 
in March of 2016 in Greece. According to the program the 
further cooperation between research and higher education 
institutions will be boosted with the goal of realizing joint 
educational projects and to implement scholarship exchang-
es. Centers of Greek and Armenian studies are planned to be 
established in universities of Armenia and Greece respective-
ly, aiming at the development and spreading of language and 
culture. The sides expressed assurances that the program will 
boost the development and strengthening of educational co-
operation between Armenia and Greece. At the same time the 
sides expressed willingness to take necessary steps to ensure 
the ratification of the document by the Parliament as soon as 
possible.

Center of Armenian studies to be established in Greece
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At the invitation of the Ambassador of 
Lebanon Mr. Jean Makaron, His Holiness 
Karekin II gave a talk on 18 October 2016 
at the Embassy of Lebanon in the presence 
of 25 Ambassadors and diplomats accredit-
ed in Armenia.

All distinguished guests were interested 
in listening attentively to His Holiness who 
spoke eloquently about the mission of the 
Armenian Church in the past and at pres-
ent. His Holiness Karekin II has highlighted 
in a significant way the role of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church and his address was 
welcomed by all ambassadors. His 
Holiness said in his address the fol-
lowing:

“Before elaborating on the theme 
of: “The mission of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church in the past and 
now”, we would like to extend to 
you our blessings and warm wish-
es and to express our appreciation 
to His Excellency, Ambassador of 
Lebanon in Armenia who kindly 
invited us to this dinner and cre-
ated the opportunity to meet with 
you and to share with you some 
thoughts on the mentioned subject.

Dear Ambassador, surely you are ac-
quainted with the life of our people and 
their history. Lebanon was among those 
first countries which opened their doors for 
the survivors of the Genocide giving a safe 

haven to thousands of sons and daughters 
of our nation and provided with the oppor-
tunity to rebuild their national-ecclesiastical 
life. We reckon, that our people used to call 
Lebanon ‘Little Armenia’. It is gladdening 
for us to confirm that as a sign of apprecia-
tion towards Lebanon, our people actively 
participated in the enhancement and devel-
opment of your country.

Dear ones, the mission of a church in the 
world extends between two poles, God 
and man. It is precisely through this con-
templation that the Church realizes her 

mission and service in the life of humanity. 
The Armenian Church is no exception in 
this regard, which was established by the 
two of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ, 
St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew. In the 

dominical year of 301, through the preach-
ing of the Armenian Patriarch, St. Gregory 
the Enlightener, Christianity was accepted 
as the state religion. Having been found-
ed in one of the oldest cradles of human 
civilization, she, for centuries, continues 
to “join…in suffering for the gospel, by 
the power of God…who has saved us and 
called us to a holy life” (II Timothy 1:8-9). 
The mission of the Armenian Church is 
thus to be set where the path of the centuries 
long history of the Armenian people and 
the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

is sprung. She joined her people in 
the sufferings and vicissitudes of 
the history and has endured martyr-
dom with her sons and daughters, 
at the same time being mindful 
of the luminous message of Jesus 
Christ’s Resurrection. Thus is the 
definition of the mission of the Ar-
menian Church, which has derived 
from the mysteries of the Domini-
cal Resurrection and history and is 
carried up to our days. She emerg-
es from the Golgotha, follows the 
traces of Jesus’ blood, it reaches 
the tomb of the Lord, in order to be 

then resurrected and renewed following the 
example of her Lord and Saviour.

The national-Christian identity in the life 
of the Armenian people is the core of the 
mission of the Armenian Church. It is hard 
to imagine now the contexts and situations 
in which the life of the Armenian people 
would develop, if the Armenians have not 
consciously identified themselves with the 
witness of Jesus Christ. How could it be 
possible for the Armenians to overcome the 
catastrophes of the history and time, one of 
the most tragic events of human history, the 
Armenian Genocide and the seventy years 
of persecutions under the soviet totalitarian 
regime? 

Today the Armenian Church continues 
with a renewed inspiration and zeal to real-
ize her mission for the enhancement of the 
social life. You are aware that the socioeco-
nomic life of Armenia was greatly damaged 
by the earthquake, the conflict over Na-
gorno-Karabakh and the ongoing blockade. 

SOCIETY

An outstanding event at the Embassy of Lebanon in Armenia 
His Holiness Karekin II has addressed the Diplomatic Corps 

about the mission of the Armenian Apostolic Church
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From the very beginning of the independence of Armenia the Ar-
menian Church was actively involved in the activities and projects 
for resolving the problems which emerged as a result of above-men-
tioned political situations. Currently the Armenian Church is active-
ly involved in different spheres of our society: chaplaincy in the 
Armenian national army, health care, education and science, culture 
and preservation of Armenian heritage and identity.

Another important aspect of our mission is ecumenism and inter-
religious dialogues, aimed at the strengthening of the spirit of love, 
collaboration and peaceful coexistence among the nations. Our re-
lations with the Catholic, Orthodox and other traditional churches 
are currently developing in the spirit of fraternal love and fruitful 
collaboration. In this regard it is gladdening to confirm that vari-

ous diplomatic missions, accredited in Armenia and especially you, 
dear ambassadors, are largely contributing to the development and 
strengthening of those relationships. We would like to express our 
thankfulness for your fruitful collaboration with the Mother See of 
Holy Etchmiadzin and its departments as well as for your care and 
attention shown to the sanctuaries of our people of cultural and his-
torical importance. 

Once more, we would like to express our appreciation to the hon-
orable Ambassador of Lebanon for organizing this event and to 
wish all of you even more achievements and success in your lofty 
diplomatic mission, for the sake of the strengthening the relation-
ships between states and nations and making collaboration more 
fruitful”. 

After the talk His Holiness answered many questions raised by 
the Ambassadors.

Ambassador Makaron said in his welcome words the following:

“Your Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of 
all Armenians, 

We are all deeply touched and honored by your presence and I 
extend to your Holiness my special thanks and gratitude for accept-
ing my invitation. Your presence has enriched our Embassy, our 
community and our diplomatic corps with privilege, prestige and 
pride. God has given you this privilege of serving the distinguished 
Armenian nation founded on great values.

You dedicated your life to a noble cause which is showing the 
glory of God in preaching love, justice, peace.

Your strong faith, your visionary leadership and deep commit-
ment to glorify the Lord and serve humanity have made a positive 
difference in the lives of many people.

May the Lord continue to bless your Holiness and keep you 
healthy and strong to continue to serve humanity. 

I am proud to say that there are in Lebanon more than 100.000 
Lebanese of Armenian origin who succeeded and excelled in all 
fields: in economy, art, science, politics and in the army”.

This unique and successful event was held in the framework of 
the idea of Ambassadors Without Borders and was attended by 
Ambassadors of Russia, Lithuania, Brazil, Romania, Italy, France, 
Poland, USA, Argentine, UAE, Germany, Japan, EU, Belarus, Ka-
zakhstan, UK, Georgia, OSCE, Greece, Kuwait, Chargé d’Affaires 
of Syria, Chargé d’Affaires of Sweden, permanent representative of 
IMF, Chargé d’Affaires of Iraq.

In the end His Holiness Karekin II and the Ambassador of Leba-
non have exchanged symbolic gifts.
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What is symbolic is that this forum is 
dedicated to the 25th anniversary of In-
dependence of the two Armenian repub-
lics and is being held in a period when 
structural and fundamental reforms are 
being implemented in Armenia. 

 During the opening ceremony of the 
Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists the 
First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Pres-
ident Alexan Harutyunyan introduced 
the message of Serj Sargsyan which 
particularly read as follows: “I cordial-
ly welcome the participants, organizers 
and guests of the 8th Pan-Armenian 
Forum of Journalists. I am glad that 
Armenian journalists have convened 
another forum in the homeland”. After 
this, RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush 
Hakobyan gave her opening remarks 
in which she expressed gratitude to the 
140 journalists who have traveled from 
31 countries to participate in the forum. 
“During the war in April, we witnessed 
the unified and consolidated efforts of 
all Armenian media outlets. The goals 
of this forum are to expand and improve 
the pan-Armenian field of information, 
consolidate the potential of Armenian 
media outlets and use it effectively for 
Armenia’s advancement, increase of the 
international reputation of the Republic 
of Armenia, the preservation of the Ar-
menian identity in the Diaspora and the 
solution to pan-Armenian issues,” the 
RA Minister of Diaspora emphasized.

After the solemn opening ceremony 
launched the first session of the forum, 
the topic of which was: “Mechanisms 
for the Establishment of a Unified 
Pan-Armenian Information Network 
and the Paths for Cooperation between 
Media outlets in Crises”. The session 
was moderated by President of the 
Union of Journalists of Armenia Ast-
ghikGevorgyan, Editor-in-Chief of 
Horizon Weekly VahagnKarakashian 
(Canada), Editor-in-Chief of Zartonk 
Daily SevagHagopian (Lebanon) and 
editor of Hairenik Weekly Ararat Ghu-
kasyan (Spain). During the first session 
a number of media representatives made 
speeches about different tophics relat-

ed to the modern media. The reporters 
were the Director of Noyan Tapan Me-
dia Holding Tigran Harutyunyan, Edi-

tor-in-Chief of Lebanon’s Aztag Daily 
Shahan Kandaharian, correspondent of 
Orer magazine of the Czech Republic 

SOCIETY

8th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists held
in Yerevan and in Stepanakert
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Anna Karapetyan, Press and informa-
tion correspondent of the Armenian 
Youth Association of Lebanon Aharon 
Shkhrdmian , the Director of “Armen-
press” Armenian News Agency Aram 
Ananyan. 

The forum continued with a panel ses-
sion entitled “Paths for cooperation be-
tween diplomatic representations of the 
Republic of Armenia and Diaspora Ar-
menian structures and organizations”, 
which was moderated by RA Deputy 
Minister of Diaspora Serzh Srapion-
yan, journalist and publicist Baidzig-
Galajian and Director of Radio Voice 
of Van Avedis Kitanian. The speeches 
were delievered by Editor-in-Chie f 
of “Israyelahayer” newspaper Artyom 
Chernamoryan, Correspondent for the 
Armenian Information Center website, 
President of the International Associ-
ation of Hamshen-Armenian Women 
Saida Ohanyan, Lebanese-Armenian 
journalist and publicist Hagop Balian, 
President of the “Armenian PR Asso-
ciation” Scientific-Informational NGO 
Astghik Avetisyan, Representative of 
Lebanon’s Ararat Daily Ani Toranian.

After the sessions, the participants of 
the forum met with the Minister of For-
eign Affairs Edward Nalbandyan, during 
which Edward Nalbandyan attached im-
portance to these kinds of meetings in 
the sense that they help directly inform 
Diaspora Armenians about Armenia’s 
foreign policy.

The Minister resented the priorities in 
Armenia’s diplomacy, particularly Ar-
menia’s guiding role in condemning the 
Armenian Genocide and in preventing 
new crimes against humanity, touched 
upon the process of settlement of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the devel-
opments unfolding in the Near East, the 
Syrian crisis in detail and, in that con-
text, the assistance that is being provid-
ed to Syrian-Armenians. 

After this RA Prime Minister Karen 
Karapetyan received the participants of 
the Forum. During the meeting Karen 
Karapetyan ensured the journalists that 
he is willing to participate in the pro-
cess of nation-building and expecting 
the return of well-educated people who 
have shown leadership skills and have a 
dream and vision of the country so that 
they can participate in the nation-build-

ing and move mountains.
On the second day of the forum, the 

participants of the 8th Pan-Armenian 
Forum of Journalists, under the leader-
ship of RA Minister of Diaspora Hra-
nush Hakobyan, visited Tsitsernakaberd 
Armenian Genocide Memorial Com-
plex where they laid flowers near the 
monument to the victims of the Arme-
nian Genocide and toured the Armenian 
Genocide Museum-Institute. 

On the afternoon, the forum continued 
under the headline “Engagement of the 
Diaspora’s potential in Armenia’s na-

tion-building” and moderated by RA 
Deputy Minister of Diaspora Serzh 
Srapionyan, Editor-in-Chief of Aztag 
Daily Shahan Kandaharian, Director 
of Noyan Tapan Media Holding Tigran 
Harutyunyan and media and informa-
tion correspondent of the Armenian 
Youth Association of Lebanon Aharon 
Shkhrdmian. The speeches delivered 
by Editor-in-chief of Horizon Weekly 
of Canada Vahakn Karakashian,  Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Russia’s Zham magazine 
Anna Givargizyan , Correspondent for 
Iran’s Hamaynq media network Roobik 

SOCIETY



14

27 October #37 (1125) w 2016 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

SOCIETY

Sardarian, Correspondent for the Ar-
menian Information Center website of 
Russia Sayida Ohanyan, Correspondent 
for Lebanon’s Aztag Daily Doing Do-
nabedian, Correspondent for France’s 
LusavorAvetis website Tigran Pashabe-
zian.

The session continued with an interac-
tive discussion entitled “Issues of infor-
mation security in states of emergency” 
and held with the participation of the 
top experts in the field.

The discussion was moderated by me-
dia expert SamvelMartirosyan.  Direc-
tor of the Public Radio of Armenia Ar-
man Saghatelyan, “Razminfo” military 
website’s facilitator Karen Vrtanesyan, 
Media expert Mikael Yalanuzyan, Ex-
pert in Azerbaijani media Angela Elibe-
kova delivered speeches related to the 
media industry and media security.

This was followed by the fourth ses-
sion entitled “Perspectives of coopera-
tion between television, radio and elec-
tronic media outlets” and moderated by 
Editor-in-Chief of Khosnag magazine 
Hampig Mardirossian (Lebanon), Ed-
itor-in-Chief of Yerkramas newspaper 
TigranTavadyan (Russian Federation), 
correspondent for Orer magazine Anna 
Karapetyan (Czech Republic) and Edi-
tor-in-Chief of Ardzagank Weekly Arto-
Davtian (Greece). During these session 
a lot of media representatives delivered 
speeches, among them: Editor-in-Chief 
of Nor Ashkharh newspaper Zaven 
Grigoryan, Foreign affairs correspon-
dent for Armenian Public Television 
Eric Antaranyan, Correspondent for 
Lebanon’s Aztag Daily Silva Garavar-
danian, Editor-in-Chief of Orient news 
portal Sago Arian,Editor-in-Chief of 
Argentina’s Nor Darashrjan newspa-
per Eduardo Nestro Balian,  journalist 
for “HayernAysor” (Armenians Today) 
electronic newspaper of the RA Minis-
try of Diaspora Karine Avagyan.

Summing up the part of the forum 
held in Armenia, the moderator, Ham-
pig Mardirossian expressed gratitude 
to the Ministry of Diaspora and par-
ticularly Minister Hranush Hakobyan 
for showing attention to Diaspora Ar-
menian media outlets, working closely 
with them and holding such forums, 
each of which serves as a new mile-
stone for improving the pan-Armenian 
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field of information and consolidating 
the Armenian journalistic community.

It is worth mentioning, that all the fo-
rum broadcast live on the Internet by 
Noyan Tapan Information and Analiti-
cal center(Yerevan), Azdak daily (Bey-
rut) and ConnectTo.tv (Los Angeles).

The two-day sessions of the 8th 
Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists 
in Yerevan ended with interesting dis-
cussions, after which the participants 
departed to historic Artsakh to continue 
the Forum. 

On October 22, President of the Art-
sakh Republic Bako Sahakyan received 
the participants of the 8th Pan-Arme-
nian Forum of Journalists. Greeting the 
guests from abroad, Bako Sahakyan 
stated that the topics of the forum are 
very important, interesting and pressing 
and viewed the field of information the 
field that is of strategic significance for 
the Armenian state. “Currently, along-
side the conventional issues in the field 
of information, there are new tasks and 
actions. All this requires the imple-
mentation of an appropriate policy in 
the field of information and close col-
laboration between the journalists and 
media sectors of Armenia, Artsakh and 
the Armenian Diaspora,”,-mentioned 
the head of the NKR adding that today 
Artsakh is in a state of war. War has 
a military, diplomatic, economic and 
journalistic nature and journalists are 
the soldiers who have been “enlisted” 
to the real and virtual spheres and are 
fighting in that area and beyond these 
borders. 

At the end of the meeting, President 
Bako Sahakyan answered various ques-
tions from the journalists that were 
related to the field of information, the 
settlement of the Azerbaijan-Karabakh 
conflict, as well as the domestic and for-
eign policy of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic.

On October 23, the Charles Aznavour 
Cultural Center of Stepanakert hosted 
the fifth and sixth sessions of the 8th 
Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists.

The forum, which is entitled “Ar-
menian Statehood: Axis of Unity”, 
continued with panel sessions entitled 
“Support of the Armenian Diaspora to 
the international recognition of the Na-
gorno-Karabakh Republic” and “Cov-
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erage of problems with the defense sys-
tems of the Republic of Armenia and 
the Artsakh Republic by mass media 
outlets” in Artsakh.

The speeches were followed by dis-
cussions aimed at promoting the solu-
tion to the current issues in the Republic 
of Armenia, Artsakh and the Diaspora 
through cooperation between media 
outlets.

During the sessions, the participants 
viewed TV journalist Nayiri Hokhik-
yan’s documentary “You Can’t Cover 
the Sun with Mud”, which presents the 
crime that the Ottoman Empire perpe-
trated in 1915 and the over 4.5 million 
Armenians who have preserved their 
national identity in Turkey.

The last day of the Forum President 
of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan received 
the representatives of the Forum. The 
President of Armenia saluted the Con-
ference, stating that noting that in jour-
nalism it is impossible to achieve suc-
cess by denying small lies with larger 
ones or establishing legitimacy through 
illegal means, he underscored that the 
sharper the pen of the one who speaks 
the truth, more useful he will be and 
will do no harm, while the same pen 
or journalistic abilities, the influence of 
the media, if used carelessly can cause 
huge problems. After the welcoming 
remarks, the President proposed to 
conduct the meeting in the Q and A for-
mat so that he can answer all questions 
raised by the journalists.

The journalists and heads of journal-
istic agencies were interested in the ap-
proaches and position of the Armenian 
side regarding the NK peace process, 
reforms to be conducted in Armenia in 
accordance with Armenia’s new Con-
stitution, strengthening and existing po-
tential in the Armenia-Spyurk relations, 
including the opportunities for the full 
utilization of the capacities of the jour-
nalistic community, state policy related 
to the attraction to Armenia of foreign 
investments, and other issues.

After the meeting with the president of 
Armenia, the 4 day lasting 8th Pan-Ar-
menian Forum of Journalists came to its 
logical end. The Journalists came from 
nearly 31 states departed from Armenia 
full of new expectations and profes-
sional attainments. 
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A new Armenian-Italian, Italian-Armenian dictionary has been published In Italy. 
The authors of the dictionary, Roosanna Harutyunyan and Barbara Grassi, 
told Noyan Tapan that the official representative of the dictionary is the famous Italian 
HOEPLI Publishing House, which has been officially recognized by the Italian government.
For the first time, HOEPLI Publishing House printed a dictionary for eastern Armenian, 
while already there was  an Italian-western Armenian one.
This new dictionary contains 22.000 words with phonetic transcription and examples of 
simple sentences.
A lot of lemmas are divided in use areas including metaphorical meanings. 
The dictionary includes also an Armenian grammar in Italian and an Italian grammar 
in Armenian plus a lot of repertoires 
for geographical names, everyday use, proverbs and so on.

For purchase follow the link:
http://www.hoepli.it/libro/dizionario-armeno/9788820367381.html

A comfortable apartment in the center
of Yerevan on the second floor of the
house.  
The apartment (110 sq. m.) has a din-
ing room, two bedrooms, a kitchen, a
bathroom and two balconies. The
house has a central  heating system,
permanent cold and hot water, TV
satellite, air conditioners and all other
facilities.
There is a nice view to Mount Ararat.
The house has a nice garden and a
garage. The place is quiet and secure.
3 minutes by walk from Marshal
Baghramian ave. and Metro station.

The price is 1000 USD monthly,
for a long term,
40-50 USD daily for a short term.   

Address:
3 Aygedzor Str, Yerevan.

Tel:
095-27- 87-09 mob.,
093- 22-95-70 mob.,

27-87-09 home.

New Armenian-Italian/Italian-Armenian dictionary
released in Italy

Apartment For Rent

Artsakh, during the first session of the 8th 
Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists, the 
NKR Deputy Minister of Defense Sam-
vel Karapetyan escorted the participants 
to the frontline where they had a meeting 
with Armenian soldiers. The Journalists 
themselves saw the conditions where the 
soldiers serve. After that, journalists left 

for one of the oldest capitals of Armenia 
Tigranakert. The NKR Minister of De-
fense Lyova Mnatsakanyan was waiting 
for them there, who answered all the ques-
tions journalists gave. 

The same day at the evening, except the 
official meeting, in honor of the forum par-
ticipants the president of NKR Bako Sa-

hakyan arranged a reception during which 
Journalists had an opportunity to enjoy 
their time in Artsakh. A number of singers, 
musicians, dancers performed during the 
reception, which just amazed the partici-
pants of the forum. During the reception, 
the journalists themselves had an opportu-
nity to show their talents.

The participants of the
8th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists 

had been in the frontline


