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European Parliament condemns destruction of Armenian cultural 
heritage in Artsakh by Azerbaijan

The European Parliament voted 635 to 2 with 42 abstentions 
to adopt a resolution on the Destruction of Cultural Heritage in 
Nagorno Karabakh.

In the Resolution the European Parliament condemns the de-
struction of cultural heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh and calls for 
its immediate protection.

The MEPs stress that there is a universal dimension of cul-
tural heritage as a testimony of history inseparable from peoples’ 
identity, which the international community has to protect and 
preserve for future generations.

They also recall that historical revisionism and the deface-
ment and destruction of cultural or religious heritage run counter 
to the decision of the ICJ of 7 December 2021, as well as with the 
European Parliament resolution of 21 May 2021.

The Parliament underlines that the measures indicated in 

the Orders of the International Court of Justice of 7 December 
2021 have to be taken without delay; stresses that if there are 
any new cases of destruction of cultural heritage they should be 
addressed immediately by the international community;

The European Parliament also welcomes the proposal of UN-
ESCO to send an independent expert mission and calls for send-
ing the mission without delay; stresses that an unhindered access 
to all cultural sites must be granted by Azerbaijan in order for 
the mission to make an inventory on the ground and to see what 
happened to the sites. It calls on the EU, UNESCO, the Council 
of Europe, and the OSCE to jointly encourage and support efforts 
aimed at safeguarding cultural and religious heritage.

The MEPs call on the European Commission to use all avail-
able levers to prevent acts of vandalism, destruction or alteration 
of cultural heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh.
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Artsakh - A view shows Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in Shushi damaged by recent shelling during a military conflict, October 8, 2020.
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PM Pashinyan receives OSCE Representative on Freedom of the 
Media

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived a delegation led by OSCE Repre-
sentative on Freedom of the Media Theresa 
Ribeiro.

The Prime Minister attached impor-
tance to the cooperation of the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Armenia “with the 
OSCE in order to effectively promote dem-
ocratic reforms in the country.

Nikol Pashinyan noted that many re-
forms have been carried out in recent years 
to develop and strengthen democracy in 
Armenia, including in close cooperation 
with European partners, and that agenda 
remains one of the government’s priorities.

The Prime Minister underlined the con-
sistent steps taken in the fight against cor-
ruption, noting that our country has made 
significant progress in the indexes of au-

thoritative international organizations.
The Prime Minister also pointed to the 

positive changes in the field of press free-
dom since 2018, noting that in recent years 
most of the media in Armenia, including 
television, are pro-opposition. The Prime 
Minister added that the reforms in the field 
of press freedom are carried out taking into 
account the international practice, experi-

ence and standards.

The OSCE Representative on Freedom 
of the Media, Theresa Ribeiro, noted that 
the steps taken by the Armenian govern-
ment to strengthen democracy are encour-
aging and commendable. Theresa Ribeiro 
stressed the importance of effective coop-
eration between the OSCE and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Armenia in 
the field of freedom of speech, including 
the introduction of new tools in the fight 
against misinformation.

Ms. Ribeiro noted that the OSCE is 
ready to facilitate the exchange of expe-
rience of journalists and the development 
of professional skills. The importance of 
close cooperation between the government 
and civil society was also stressed.

Armenian FM briefs EU’s Borrell on ceasefire 
violations by Azerbaijan

On the sidelines of the Antalya Diplo-
macy Forum, Armenian Foreign Minister 
Ararat Mirzoyan met with Josep Borrell, 
EU High Representative for Foreign and 
Security Policy Josep Borrell.

The interlocutors hailed the dynamic 
development of the Armenia-EU partner-
ship.

Reference was made to the humani-
tarian situation in Artsakh. In this regard, 
Minister Mirzoyan stressed the need for 
immediate repatriation of Armenian pris-
oners of war and civilians legally held hos-
tage in Azerbaijan, provision of unimpeded 

access to international humanitarian orga-
nizations to Nagorno-Karabakh, the need 
to preserve the Armenian cultural and re-
ligious heritage in the territories under the 
control of Azerbaijan.

Ararat Mirzoyan presented the situa-
tion on the Armenia-Azerbaijan border, the 
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh as a result 
of ceasefire violations by Azerbaijan, drew 
the colleague’s attention to the attempts of 
the Azerbaijani side to exert psychological 
pressure on the civilian population in Art-
sakh, to create artificial problems in restor-
ing vital infrastructure.

Both sides attached importance to tak-
ing measures to de-escalate the situation. 
The parties exchanged views on the pro-
cess of normalization of relations between 
Armenia and Turkey.

The interlocutors also touched upon 
regional and international security and sta-
bility issues.

Armenian FM briefs Austrian counterpart on 
Azerbaijani provocations

On the margins of the Antalya Diplo-
macy Forum, Foreign Minister of Armenia 
Ararat Mirzoyan met with the Minister of 
European and Foreign Affairs of Austria 
Alexander Schallenberg.

Ministers Mirzoyan and Schallenberg 
touched upon the agenda of cooperation 
between Armenia and Austria.

In the context of regional security and 
stability issues, Minister Mirzoyan drew 
the attention of his counterpart to provoc-
ative actions and regular ceasefire viola-
tions by the Azerbaijani armed forces in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia-Azerbai-
jan bordering area, as well as to the facts of 
exerting psychological pressure against the 
civilian population in Artsakh and creating 
artificial obstacles for rehabilitation of vital 
infrastructures.

The need for a comprehensive and last-

ing settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict under the mandate of the OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship was un-
derscored.

The interlocutors exchanged views on 
the process of normalization of relations 
without preconditions between Armenia 
and Turkey.

Other international agenda issues of 
common interest were also discussed.
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Foreign Ministers of Armenia and Turkey meet in Antalya
Armenian Foreign Min-

ister Ararat Mirzoyan and 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu held a 
meeting on March 12.

The negotiations took 
place on the sidelines of the 
second Diplomacy Forum in 
Antalya and lasted about half 
an hour. The ways of nor-
malizing relations between 
Ankara and Yerevan were 
discussed.

“We had a very productive and con-
structive meeting,” Cavusoglu told report-
ers.

“Everyone will benefit from the estab-
lishment of peace and stability in the re-
gion, and we will continue to make efforts 
in that direction,” he said. “I and Mr. Mir-
zoyan agreed on this issue.”

“During the meeting we reaffirmed 
the readiness of the two sides to continue, 
without any preconditions, the normaliza-

tion process for the purpose of establishing 
[diplomatic] relations and opening border,” 
Mirzoyan said, for his part. “Our two rep-
resentatives are working on this.”

Neither minister announced concrete 
understandings reached by them.

Mirzoyan last month voiced cautious 
optimism over the success of the Turk-
ish-Armenian dialogue welcomed by the 
United States, the European Union and 
Russia.

Cavusoglu said on March 12 that Azer-

baijan is also “content” with the 
dialogue. Azerbaijani Foreign Min-
ister Jeyhun Bayramov was also at-
tending the Antalya conference.

Ankara has for decades linked 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations with Yerevan and the 
opening of the Turkish-Armenian 
border to a resolution of the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict acceptable 
to Azerbaijan. Cavusoglu has re-
peatedly made clear that his govern-

ment will coordinate the Turkish-Armenian 
normalization talks with Baku.

Prime Minister Pashinyan and President Macron meet at the Élysée 
Palace

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan met 
with French President Emmanuel Macron 
at the Élysée Palace.

During the private conversation, the in-
terlocutors highlighted the holding of the 
“Ambitions: Armenia-France” conference 
in Paris, expressing confidence that it will 
give a new impetus to the development and 
expansion of bilateral cooperation in the 
fields of economy, infrastructure, tourism, 
health, education, science and culture.

The sides stressed that the Arme-
nian-French cooperation based on mutual 
trust and friendship will soon develop with 
a new impetus, with discussions and imple-
mentation of various joint projects.

Prime Minister Pashinyan noted that 
the Armenian government is interested in 

the expansion of the presence of French 
business in the Armenian market. Coop-
eration in economic sectors such as infra-
structure, tourism, reservoir construction, 
agriculture, etc. was highlighted.

Emmanuel Macron stressed France’s 
readiness and interest in deepening ties 

with friendly Armenia in economic and hu-
manitarian spheres.

During the meeting, the interlocu-
tors also discussed the situation around 
Nagorno Karabakh. The Prime Minister 
considered inadmissible any attempt to es-
calate the situation, noting that Azerbaijan 

continues provocative actions both in Art-
sakh and on the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der, as a result of which the Armenian side 
suffered two casualties, one victim and one 
injured on March 7.

The interlocutors highlighted the 
comprehensive settlement of the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict within the frame-
work of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs’ 
format and the implementation of the trilat-
eral statements signed after the 44-day war.

Nikol Pashinyan and Emnanuel Ma-
cron also referred to the processes taking 
place in the international arena.
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Vahagn Khachaturyan sworn in as fifth President of Armenia
Vahagn Khachaturyan, an economist 

and veteran politician, pledged to “spare 
no effort to strengthen national unity” as he 
was sworn in as Armenia’s new president 
on March 13.

The inauguration ceremony took place 
at a special session of the Armenian par-
liament boycotted by its two opposition 
factions.

After 2015 amendments in Armenia’s 
constitution transforming, it into a parlia-
mentary republic the country’s president 
has largely ceremonial powers. Still, the 
president is considered to be the head of 
state.

Khachaturyan was nominated for pres-
idency by Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan’s ruling Civil Contract party after a 
sudden resignation in January by Armen 
Sarkissian, who had occupied the post of 

the country’s president since 2018.
Civil Contract’s faction in parliament 

later installed Khachaturyan as president in 
a two-round vote boycotted by the oppo-
sition Hayastan and Pativ Unem factions.

In his speech on March 13 Khachatu-
ryan acknowledged that he was assuming 
office at a pivotal time for Armenia amid 
“complicated regional and international 
challenges.”

“We are witnessing rapidly changing 
geopolitical developments as a result of 
which current global security systems are 
being transformed. Today, more than ever, 
we need wisdom, confidence, stability and 
unity,” the new Armenian president said.

The swearing-in was followed by the 
national anthem of Armenia, and remarks 
and blessings from Catholicos of All Ar-
menians Garegin II. 

The President’s inauguration ceremony 
was attended by Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan, Acting President Alen Simon-
yan, ministers, President of the Republic of 
Artsakh Arayik Harutyunyan, foreign Am-
bassadors, NGO representatives, etc.

Under Armenia’s constitution, the pres-
ident is elected for a term of seven years 
and the same person may not be elected as 
president more than once.

US mourns the recent death of Armenian 
serviceman, calls for release of all detainees

The United States mourns the death of 
the Armenian servicemember Hrach Mana-
saryan on March 7, Deputy Chief of US 
Mission to the OSCE Courtney Austrian 
said in a statement.

“This tragic and avoidable death un-
derscores the need for greater restraint, for 

forces to distance themselves from each 
other in the contested border areas, and for 
intensified diplomatic engagement to find 
comprehensive solutions to all outstanding 
issues,” she noted.

“We urge the parties to make prog-
ress on humanitarian issues such as the 
full release of all remaining detainees, 
sharing information to identify the fate 
of missing persons, humanitarian dem-
ining, and moving forward on investi-
gations of alleged human rights abuses 
and violations of international human-

itarian law,” Courtney Austrian added. 
 
She noted that the United States has contrib-
uted $5 million in humanitarian assistance 
this year to support conflict-affected pop-
ulations in both Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
 
“The United States further remains com-
mitted to promoting a secure, stable, dem-
ocratic, prosperous, and peaceful future for 
the South Caucasus,” the Deputy Chief of 
Mission stated.

The EU supports normalization of relations between Armenia and 
Turkey. Toivo Klaar

 The European Union fully supports 
the process of normalization of relations 
between Armenia and Turkey, EU Special 
Representative for the South Caucasus and 
the Crisis in Georgia Toivo Klaar wrote on 
his Twitter page.

Referring to the March 12 meeting be-
tween Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat 
Mirzoyan and Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, he wrote, “The meet-
ing of Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and Ararat Mir-
zoyan within the framework of the Antalya 

Diplomacy Forum is promising. The Eu-
ropean Union fully supports the normal-
ization of relations between Turkey and 
Armenia”.

On March 12, Armenian FM Ararat 
Mirzoyan met with Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu within the frame-
work of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum. 
The Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their 
readiness to carry out the process of full 
normalization of relations between Arme-
nia and Turkey and the establishment of 

good-neighborly relations without precon-
ditions. They agreed that the normaliza-
tion is necessary for the whole region.
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Azerbaijan taking advantage of situation in Ukraine to escalate 
tensions on Armenia border and in Artsakh – Ambassador

Azerbaijan is taking advantage of the 
situation in Ukraine, trying to escalate the 
situation near the border with Armenia and 
in Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh), Armenia’s 
Ambassador to Greece Tigran Mkrtchyan 
said in an interview with TV100 Thessa-
loniki.

“Over the past two weeks we have seen 
ceasefire violations in various points, in-
cluding the borders with Armenia, where a 
soldier was killed a few days ago. Snipers 
are being used against Armenian villag-
ers. Just last night the Azerbaijani forces 

shelled the villages in Nagorno Karabakh, 
terrorizing people living there,” the Am-
bassador said.

He noted that Azerbaijanis are also 
using loudspeakers to warn people to leave 
the areas. He also referred to the blasting 
of the main gas pipeline, supplying gas 
to 120 000 Armenians living in Nagorno 
Karabakh.

Another issue the Ambassador pointed 
to is the destruction of cultural heritage. 
“Armenian have been living in Nagorno 
Karabakh for thousands of years, and there 
are a number of Armenian churches, cathe-
drals, architectural masterpieces there, and 
after the signing of the trilateral statement 
on November 9 the Azerbaijani side has 
been trying to distort or eliminate the Ar-
menian cultural heritage wherever it’s pos-
sible,” Ambassador Mkrtchyan said.

Speaking about the prospects of Arme-

nian-Turkish normalization, the Ambassa-
dor said “nobody is forgetting or putting 
aside the importance of recognition of the 
Armenian Genocide, but the sides have 
agreed to move forward without precondi-
tions.

“There have been two meetings be-
tween special envoys, and after both meet-
ings the Foreign Ministries of the two 
countries have said in press releases that 
the process is moving forward without 
preconditions. This is basically the first 
time Turkey has embraced this approach, 
which has been the line of the Armenian 
side for three decades. We have been say-
ing for three decades that we are ready to 
negotiate the opening of the border and es-
tablishment of diplomatic relations without 
preconditions. It is Turkey that has been 
continuously putting preconditions,” Ti-
gran Mkrtchyan said.

Armenia could apply to Minsk Group Co-chairs to initiate peace talks 
with Azerbaijan – MFA

Armenia may soon apply to the OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-Chairs to initiate peace 

negotiations with Azerbaijan, Vahan Hu-
nanyan, spokesperson for the Foreign 
Ministry of Armenia, said in comments to 
Armenpress.

Armenia has repeatedly stated its readi-
ness to sign a peace treaty with Azerbaijan, 
similar statements have also been made by 
Azerbaijan.

“The signing of the agreement should 
be surely preceded by a negotiation pro-

cess. Since mutual statements have not 
yet developed into a concrete negotiation 
process, as the two countries do not have 
rich experience of direct negotiations, Ar-
menia will probably apply to the mediators 
– the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs – in 
the near future to initiate the peace nego-
tiations with Azerbaijan. The issue is cur-
rently being elaborated,” Hunanyan said.

Nikol Pashinyan, Charles Michel hold informal meeting in Paris
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan had an 

informal meeting with European Council 
President Charles Michel in Paris.

The interlocutors discussed various is-
sues on the agenda of Armenia-European 
Union cooperation.

The situation around Nagorno Kara-
bakh was touched upon. The Prime Min-
ister presented the current situation in 

Artsakh and on the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
border and considered inadmissible the 
continuing provocative actions by Azerbai-
jan in the recent days.

The parties also exchanged views on 
the processes taking place in the interna-
tional arena.

Nikol Pashinyan’s working visit to the 
French Republic is over.
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No deficit of products in minimum food basket 
projected in Armenia

Minister of Economy Vahan Kerobyan 
has commented on the reports on the food 
security of the Republic of Armenia.

“The food security issues of Arme-
nia are under the direct control of the Ar-
menian government,” the Minister said, 
commenting on recent information in the 

Russian and Armenian media, according to 
which it is planned to restrict the export of 
a number of food products from Russia to 
the EAEU countries, I inform that

So far, he said, the Russian government 
has not approved a decision to ban the 
export of food products, so the import of 
goods to Armenia is carried out normally.

“There is currently no projected defi-
cit in the Republic of Armenia in terms of 
products included in the minimum food 
basket. We keep in touch with our Russian 
partners, even in the event of a decision by 

the Russian government on possible export 
restrictions, the Republic of Armenia has 
all the necessary resources to ensure the 
food security of the population,” he said.

The grain self-sufficiency of the Rus-
sian Federation is about 150%, which 
means that Russia has sufficient resources 
for domestic consumption and export, 
Vahan Kerobyan said.

He called on the citizens not to cause 
panic and not to make unnecessary pur-
chases.

UN ready to provide anti-crisis support to 
Armenia to cope with current economic 

situation

Minister of Finance Tigran Khacha-
tryan received on March 11 Acting UN 
Resident Coordinator in Armenia Lila Pi-
eters Yahia and her delegation, the ministry 

said in a news release.
In the context of the ongoing Rus-

sian-Ukrainian military operations, Min-
ister Tigran Khachatryan presented the 
impact on the Armenian economy. He 
highlighted and appreciated the continuous 
close cooperation with the UN and its spe-
cialized agencies aimed at strengthening 
the economy and effectively implementing 

the sustainable development goals in Ar-
menia.

Lila Pieters Yahia stated that Armenia 
is not only a part of the United Nations 
family, but also a very active member. She 
said the United Nations is ready to provide 
its further anti-crisis support to Armenia to 
resist the current new economic situation.

1% economic decline in Russia could lead to 0,7% drop in Armenia, 
warns expert

According to assessments of various 
international organizations the sanctions 
against Russia could lead to 6-10% eco-
nomic decline, and Armenia will also be 
impacted, expert Meri Hovsepyan from the 
Amberd Analytical Center said at a press 
conference.

“Naturally Armenia will also be im-
pacted given the fact that Russia is our 
main trade-economic partner. Recently 
Amberd Analytical Center released expert 
assessments according to which 1% eco-
nomic decline in Russia could lead to 0,7% 
decline in Armenia. This means that if a 
6-10% decline was to happen in Russia, the 

decline in Armenia could be around 4-6%,” 
she said.

Hovsepyan added that the sanctions 
against Russia have impacted Armenia’s 
exports because supply chains are dis-
rupted, in some cases also suspended, 

which created risks and obstacles for Ar-
menian exporters.

“In addition, we will see the impact in 
the form of transfers and investments. And 
naturally in the context of this all the trans-
fer volume will drop,” Hovsepyan said.

The expert also drew attention on 
the issue of food security, noting that the 
EAEU countries have already implemented 
procurements for the 2021-22 season and 
if in that period any member-state, includ-
ing Armenia, were to have the need for 
additional imports then this could be done 
through a licensed process.
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Orion to support professionals resettling in Armenia

Given the situation in Russia, Ukraine, 
and related markets, Orion, a startup 
growth and ecosystem acceleration hub 
continues to provide comprehensive busi-
ness support to companies, tech startups, 
and tech specialists during this challenging 
situation in the region. In addition, Orion’s 
team continues to answer to the numerous 
inquiries.

The specialists of Orion Worldwide 
Innovations in Armenia and in various 
countries are ready to provide consulting 
services, further support the Mergers & 
Acquisitions (M&A) requests, and help the 
professionals also in their relocation pro-
cess.

At the same time, Orion Worldwide 
Innovations launches the May 2022 BAJ 
Accelerator program for startups and tech 
companies. It is the eighth cohort of BAJ 
Accelerator, and the application process is 
open. 

“Taking into account these new de-
velopments, relocating companies and 
technology professionals can also par-
ticipate in the BAJ Accelerator program 
for their next stages of growth and in-

vestment. In the past year, the effective-
ness of our growth acceleration program 
was proven by concrete numbers. There-
fore, if technology companies want to 
grow and engage top VCs, participating 
in our acceleration program is a short-
cut to that goal,” said Diana Arzumanyan, 
CEO & Co-Founder of Orion Armenia. 

88 startups participated in the previous 
seven cohorts, most of which grew invest-
able in a short period of time, resulting in a 
$27M fund being raised for “Seed” to “Se-
ries B” stages. 

“Orion Worldwide Innovations” and its 
partner “BAJ Accelerator” have about 90+ 
angel investors in their network, more than 
600 active VCs, and 15+ multifamily of-
fices in different countries of the world.

Armenian Minister of Economy, Qatari Minister of Municipality 
discuss food security at AgriteQ 2022

 
Armenian Minister of Economy Vahan 
Kerobyan participated in the opening of 
the AgriteQ 2022 international agricul-
ture expo together with Abdulla bin Ab-

dulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie, the Minister 
of Municipality of Qatar.

Kerobyan also toured the pavilion of 
Armenia at the expo.

After touring the AgriteQ 2022 expo, 
Kerobyan and Abdulla bin Abdulaziz bin 
Turki Al Subaie held a meeting and ad-
dressed the importance of the issues of 
food security and in this context the oppor-
tunities of Qatari investments in Armenia.

Minister Vahan Kerobyan invited the 
Qatari side to visit Armenia to explore in-

vestment opportunities, especially in the 
agricultural sector, and to specify direc-
tions for cooperation. The Qatari side ex-
pressed interest regarding the opportunity 
of importing lamb meat from Armenia. As 
an interesting direction for investments 
Minister Kerobyan pointed out the estab-
lishment of greenhouses and intensive gar-
dens, noting that these are currently rapidly 
developing directions in Armenia.

The sides also signed a memorandum 
of intent on cooperation.

Russia lifts Covid-related restriction on flights to Armenia and seven 
other countries

Russia is lifting restrictions imposed 
due to COVID-19 on irregular and sched-
uled flights to Azerbaijan, Armenia, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan and Iran on a recip-
rocal basis, the press service of the Federal 
Air Transport Agency said.

“On March 9, 2022, in accordance with 
the decision of the government of the Rus-
sian Federation, restrictions on irregular 
and regular flights to Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan and Iran, previously 
introduced as part of preventing the spread 
of COVID-19, have been lifted,” the mes-

sage reads.
Earlier, Covid restrictions on flights to 

Belarus, the Dominican Republic, Egypt 
(except Cairo), the United Arab Emirates, 
Turkey, Finland, the Czech Republic, Swit-
zerland, South Korea and Cuba were also 
completely lifted.

Flights to these countries are now lim-
ited only by the provisions of intergov-
ernmental agreements on air traffic and 
separate agreements between the countries’ 
aviation authorities.
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France’s Macron vows closer ties with Armenia

(RFE/RL) - French President Emman-
uel Macron on March 9 pledged to increase 
economic aid to Armenia and deepen 
broader French-Armenian relations in the 
face of what he called destabilizing effects 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Macron denounced Moscow’s “histori-
cal revisionism” and “imperial dreams” as 
he addressed a French-Armenian coopera-
tion forum in Paris after holding talks with 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The two leaders made a joint appear-
ance at the concluding session of the day-
long event organized by their governments.

“What is happening in Ukraine today is 
not without consequences for the rest of the 
region and not without consequences for 
Armenia,” Macron declared in his speech. 
“So, we are extremely vigilant about that.”

“As this war unleashed by Russia is 
destabilizing your immediate neighbor-
hood, Mr. Prime Minister, I also want to 
communicate to you France’s commitment 
to bring peace to Ukraine and to continue 
encouraging lasting stability in the Cauca-
sus,” he told Pashinyan, whose country re-
mains Russia’s closest regional ally.

Armenia has not condemned the assault 
on Ukraine or joined the Western sanctions 
against Russia. The South Caucasus state’s 
heavy dependence on Moscow for defense 
and security has deepened further after its 

defeat in the 2020 war with Azerbaijan.
Macron mentioned the six-week war 

and said the conflict in Ukraine “must 

not make us forget” other international 
hotspots such as Nagorno-Karabakh. 
France, he said, will continue to press for 
the release of Armenian prisoners of war 
still held by Azerbaijan, support the open-
ing of Armenian-Azerbaijani transport 
links and strive for a comprehensive reso-
lution of the Karabakh conflict.

According to an Armenian government 
statement, the conflict was high on the 
agenda of Pashinyan’s talks with Macron 
held earlier in the day. The Armenian pre-
mier was reported to blame Azerbaijan for 

recent days’ upsurge in truce violations in 
Karabakh and on the Armenian-Azerbai-
jani border, which left one Armenian sol-
dier dead.

Macron spoke of “worrying events” in 
the conflict zone in his speech at the Paris 
forum held days after the official start of 
his reelection campaign.

The first round of France’s tightly con-
tested presidential elections is slated for 
April. Macron and other major presidential 
candidates are seen as vying for the votes 
of France’s influential Armenian commu-
nity. Two of them, conservative politician 
Valerie Pecresse and far-right commen-
tator Eric Zemmour, visited Armenia late 
last year.

Macron said that the French-Armenian 
forum marks “the start of a process that 
will reinforce our bilateral cooperation, our 
commitment to Armenia and our will to 

work together.” The two governments have 
worked out a “French-Armenian economic 
roadmap” for the next five years and are 
also planning more joint projects that will 
benefit Armenia’s public infrastructures, 
healthcare system and cultural and histor-
ical heritage, he said.

Macron also announced that the French 
government will set up a special fund for 
wide-ranging assistance to Armenia. He 
urged French regions and charities to con-
tribute to the fund.
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A US bill requires a report on the likelihood of military action against 
Artsakh. Armenian Assembly of America

On March 10 the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed an Omnibus Appropri-
ations Bill wrapping up Fiscal Year 2022 
spending that calls for “not less than” $45 
million for Armenia and $2 million for hu-
manitarian demining in Artsakh, the Arme-
nian Assembly of America informs.

The measure also requires “that prior to 
any initial obligation of funds appropriated 
under title IV of the Act for assistance for 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, the Secretary of 
State shall consult with the Committees 
on Appropriations on the proposed uses of 
such funds.”

The inclusion of aid comes on the heels 
of a letter spearheaded by Congressional 
Armenian Caucus Vice-Chair Rep. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) along with Armenian Cau-
cus Co-Chairs Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. 
(D-NJ), and Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA), 
as well as another letter by Caucus Mem-
bers Anna Eshoo (D-CA) and Jim Costa 
(D-CA), who urged the leadership of the 
House and Senate Appropriations Subcom-
mittees on State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs to include an additional 
$50 million in humanitarian aid to Artsakh.

The bill itself includes language on 
Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support 
Act, and also requires a report on the like-
lihood of military action against Artsakh 
“not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act.”

There has been widespread report-
ing of the Aliyev regime’s continued vi-

olations of the November 2020 ceasefire 
terms, including the killing of Armenians 
in cross-border shootings. This week alone, 
Azeri forces blocked repair of damaged 
main gas supply to Nagorno Karabakh 
amid reports that they cut the pipeline 
themselves, under cover of war in Ukraine. 
Just yesterday, an Armenian soldier was 
killed, and another wounded, in a ceasefire 
violation on the border between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave. In 
addition, Artsakh officials have reported 
today that Azerbaijan’s army is “actively” 
using high-caliber mortars and automatic 
weapons to target Artsakh’s rural commu-
nities forcing farmers to suspend “all types 
of agricultural work.” Moreover, for the 
last two days and counting, the people of 
Artsakh have been deprived of a vital gas 
supply pipeline while the Azeri military re-
fuses access to determine the cause or fix 
the damage. Meanwhile, Artsakh recently 
sent over 14 tons of humanitarian aid to 
help aid the Ukrainian people.

Last week, Senator Robert Menendez 
(D-NJ), Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, released a report 
regarding Section 907 of the FREEDOM 
Support Act by the Government Account-
ing Office (GAO) which found that, ac-
cording to Chairman Menendez, “the State 
Department failed to comply with report-
ing requirements for reviewing U.S. assis-
tance to the Government of Azerbaijan.”

Further, according to Chairman Me-

nendez, the GAO report “found that over 
several years, the Department of State and 
Department of Defense failed to meet stat-
utory reporting requirements to Congress 
on the impact of U.S. assistance on the mil-
itary balance between Armenia and Azer-
baijan.”

Other key findings from the report 
included that the State’s reporting to 
Congress from FY2014-FY2021 did not 
address required elements, including the 
impact on proposed assistance on the 
military balance between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan; State’s Memorandums of Jus-
tification contained limited or no details 
regarding quantity of assistance, status 
of the military balance between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan, the impact of U.S. 
assistance on the military balance, or the 
impact of the assistance on peace negoti-
ations; State’s 2021 guidance did not pro-
vide detailed instructions to agencies about 
reporting requirements to Congress; and 
that State and DoD did not document their 
consideration of waiver requirements from 
FY2014-FY2020, including how they de-
termined assistance would not be used for 
offensive purposes against Armenia.

“As the world bears witness to the 
ongoing devastation in Ukraine, we urge 
continued vigilance to hold Azerbaijan ac-
countable for its ongoing attacks against 
the Armenian people,” said Assembly 
Congressional Relations Director Mariam 
Khaloyan.

Armenian Ombudswoman calls on int’l organizations to clearly 
respond to Azerbaijan’s criminal behavior

It has been for over a week, the Azer-
baijani side is not allowing the represen-
tatives of Artsakh to restore the alleged 
“disruption” of the gas pipeline, Human 
Rights Defender of Armenia said in a state-
ment, adding that as a result, more than 
100.000 people have been deprived of 
heating in cold weather conditions.

“In parallel, the electricity is being reg-
ularly cut. This further worsens the diffi-
cult humanitarian conditions which has 
been emerged during and after the war.

As a result, hospitals, schools, kinder-
gartens, temporary shelters for displaced 
persons are deprived of their basic living 

conditions; it is impossible to exercise the 
right to health care of people, and the right 
of children to education.

Moreover, it has been a week since 
the Azerbaijani military forces have been 
shooting intensively in the direction of the 
peaceful villages of Artsakh; Khramort vil-
lage and Askeran city of Askeran region, 
and Karmir Shuka and Khnushinak vil-
lages of Martuni region. In Khramort vil-
lage, a peaceful civilian was injured.

All these are aimed at maintaining an 
atmosphere of fear and terror among the 
people living in Artsakh, with ultimate aim 
of making Armenians to leave and annihi-

late Artsakh from its indigenous Armenian 
population”, the Ombudswoman said.

“I strongly condemn the ongoing crim-
inal policy of the Azerbaijani state. I call 
on international organizations to clearly 
respond to the situation and to increase the 
pressure on Azerbaijan to stop this criminal 
behavior.

Human Rights are universal, and they 
should be viewed outside the geopolitical 
framework.

This statement has been sent to inter-
national organizations and diplomatic mis-
sions”, she said.
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iGorts 2022: Diaspora professionals invited to 
work of Armenian government

The Republic of Armenia’s Office of 
the High Commissioner for Diaspora Af-
fairs has announced the launch of the iG-
orts 2022 program, which invites Diaspora 
Armenian professionals to serve in Ar-
menia’s government for a duration of one 
year.

Following an application and inter-
view process, Diaspora professionals will 
be placed in state agencies across different 
sectors in need of their expertise and will 
contribute to the improvement and the de-
velopment of programs and policies within 

the state institution.
This program is financed by the Repub-

lic of Armenia and all accepted candidates 
will receive:

• a round-trip air ticket;
• a monthly stipend of 336.000 

AMD to cover living expenses for 
the duration of their fellowship;

• emergency medical insurance;
• fee for a one-year residency per-

mit. 
Eligible candidates should have Bach-

elor’s degree with at least 5 years of rele-
vant work experience or a Master’s degree 
(or higher) with at least 3 years of relevant 
work experience. They must have studied 
and/or worked in the Diaspora for at least 
5 years. Fluency in Armenian is highly de-
sirable.

The following areas of expertise are 
prioritized for the program (the list is not 
exhaustive):

• Political science, public adminis-
tration, international affairs, con-
flict resolution, and similar areas 
of study

• Sociology and social work
• Security studies
• Cultural studies
• Psychology
• Education
• Legal studies
• Computer Science & Information 

Technologies
• Communication and media stud-

ies
• Disaster Risk Management
• Environmental studies
• Agriculture
• Tourism
• Urban planning and waste man-

agement
• Architecture
• Engineering
• Medicine and health sciences
• International Business
• Finance 
• Statistics
• Economics

iGorts 2022 applications can be submit-
ted here.

Azerbaijani forces use 120mm mortars as they target school area in 
Khnapat, Artsakh

The Azerbaijani armed forces 
used a mortar as they fired in the 
direction of Khnapat village, while 
in Taghavard they once again called 
to leave the village through a loud-
speaker, Artsakh Police inform.

According to  prel iminary 
data, at around 10:20 am today, 
the Azerbaijani side fired two 
shells from 120-mm mortars in 
the direction of the school area of 

Khnapat village in Askeran re-
gion. No casualties are reported. 
 
The Police report that from posi-
tions near the village of Taghavard 
in Martuni region, the Azerbaijani 
forces are calling on residents to 
leave.

Materials are being prepared 
in the regional police departments.
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Senator Bob Menendez calls out State and Defense Departments for 
covering up impact of US military aid to Azerbaijan

Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chair Bob Menen-
dez (D-NJ) pressed the Depart-
ments of State and Defense on 
the Administration’s failure 
to meet statutory reporting re-
quirements to Congress on the 
impact of U.S. assistance on the 
military balance between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan, as mandated 
by Section 907 of the FREE-
DOM Support Act, reported the 
Armenian National Committee 
of America (ANCA).

“It’s deeply concerning as Azerbaijan’s 
actions in the Nagorno-Karabakh region 
have led to the deaths of more than 6000 
people extracted a steep toll on Armenians, 
uprooting them from others thousands 
from their homes,” stated Chairman Me-
nendez during a Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee hearing earlier today, which 
featured testimony by Department of De-
fense Assistant Secretary for Strategy, 
Plans, and Capabilities Dr. Mara Karlin 
and State Department Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs Jessica Lewis.

Referencing a Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) report, released last 
week, which revealed that the State De-
partment consistently failed to inform Con-
gress of the impact of over $164 million in 

assistance to Baku on the military bal-
ance between Azerbaijan and Armenia, 
Sen. Menendez asked Secretary Lewis: 

“do you commit to review State’s com-
pliance with the nine or seven waiver re-
quirements for providing assistance to 
Azerbaijan?”

Secretary Lewis responded, “it’s a pri-
ority for me to look into that and ensure 
that we provide the information required.”

Sen. Menendez continued, “I don’t 
want to see this anymore. I shouldn’t have 
had to commission a report to get what we 

all know that there has been a failure to 
justify this assistance.”

“We join with Senator Menendez in 
demanding answers and accountability,” 
ANCA National Board Member and New 
Jersey resident Ani Tchaghlasian.  “Our 
Congress, our community, and our coali-
tion partners deserve full transparency re-
garding the U.S. laws that have been bent 
and broken in recklessly shipping tens of 
millions of U.S. tax dollars to Azerbaijan’s 
violently anti-Armenian Aliyev regime.”

Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-
Chair and House Armed Services Com-
mittee Member Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) 
shared similar concerns on March 1st 
during a committee hearing featuring As-
sistant Secretary Lewis and Assistant Sec-
retary Karlin.

“Between 2018 and 2020, the coun-
try of Azerbaijan received $120 million 
in Section 333 partner capacity-building 
funds despite its authoritarian government 
and armed aggression towards its dem-
ocratic neighbor, Armenia,” stated Rep. 
Speier. “In contrast, Armenia received zero 
dollars during that same period. So, Sec-
retary Karlin, you testified that the depart-
ment seeks to ‘cultivate security partners 
who can appropriately and effectively be 
regional security anchors, especially during 
crises.’ Given the conflict in Nagorno 

Karabakh in which Azerbaijan initi-
ated it and it costs thousands of lives 
and hundreds of thousands of people 
being displaced. I mean, I don’t think 
anyone could argue that Azerbaijan 
has lived up to that ideal.”

After some evasive answers, the 
State Department and Defense De-
partment representatives offered to 
respond to Rep. Speier in writing “to 
ensure that they are really meeting the 
intent of her important question.”

Adopted in 1992, Section 907 of 
the FREEDOM Support Act restricts U.S. 
assistance to Azerbaijan until that country 
takes demonstrable steps to end its aggres-
sion and lift its blockades against Armenia 
and Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh). In 2002, 
the President was given waiver authority of 
Section 907, if they determined and certi-
fied that, among other items, providing US 
assistance will not “undermine or hamper 
ongoing efforts to negotiate a peaceful set-
tlement between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
or be used for offensive purposes against 
Armenia.” Section 907 has been waived 
annually since then.

The waiver authority requires that State 
submit a report to appropriate congressio-
nal committees within 60 days of exercis-
ing the waiver, specifying (1) the nature 
and quantity of all training and assistance 
provided to the government of Azerbaijan 
pursuant to the waiver, (2) the status of the 
military balance between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia and the impact of U.S. assistance 
on that balance, and (3) the status of nego-
tiations for a peaceful settlement between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan and the impact of 
the U.S. assistance on those negotiations. 
The statute also requires consultation with 
the Committees on Appropriations prior to 
the provision of assistance made available 
pursuant to the waiver.
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Azerbaijan continues to violate international humanitarian law, 
Armenian envoy tells UN Human Rights Council

In an address to 
the UN Human Rights 
Council, Armenia’s Per-
manent Representative 
Andranik Hovhannisyan 
expressed grave concern 
about non-compliance 
of Azerbaijan with its 
international obligations 
in the context of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.

He pointed to the 
extrajudicial execution of Armenians by 
Azerbaijani armed forces that may amount 
to a war crime, enforced disappearances, 
arbitrary detentions, cruel, inhumane and 
degrading treatment of Armenians, de-
struction of religious and cultural heritage.

“On November 2021 Azerbaijan an-
nounced an amnesty for all those who 
participated in the war against Na-
gorno-Karabakh conveniently putting to 
rest even the theoretical possibilities for 
accountability on the crimes identified 
by the OHCHR and Special procedures. 
In another warrying move Azerbaijan an-
nounced about its decision to review, revise 
and effectively deface the cultural heritage 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. With a number of 
monuments of Armenian cultural and re-
ligious heritage destroyed, vandalized and 
misappropriated this new decision may 
result in total elimination of what is left,” 
Amb. Hovhannisyan noted.

The International Court of Justice has 
recently obliged Azerbaijan to protect Ar-
menian detainees and ensure their equality 
before the law; to prevent anti-Armenian 
incitement and promotion of racial hatred, 
including by the officials; and to take nec-
essary measures to prevent and punish acts 

of destruction of Armenian cultural heri-
tage. Azerbaijan blatantly ignores all these 
measures prescribed by the ICJ.

“In these circumstances Armenia be-
lieves that the High Commissioner should 
receive unconditional and unimpeded ac-
cess to Nagorno-Karabakh as she has re-
quested a year ago,” the envoy added.

“Armenia is convinced that non-po-
liticized, constructive, open and inclusive 
debates are essential for the promotion and 
protection of human rights,” he noted.

“Armenia will keep persistently com-
municating that the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict is not a religious one and it can-
not be anointed in religious terms. Armenia 
strongly believes that human rights are uni-
versal and are not limited to religious affil-
iations,” Andranik Hovhannisyan stressed.

When it comes to Armenia, he said 
“we reiterate that the adoption of the peace 
treaty is among the priorities of the Gov-
ernment.”

“The sanctimonious talks of peace that 
representatives of Azerbaijan pursue in the 
high-end salons around the globe are not 
matched with the corresponding appropri-
ate actions on the ground,” the Ambassador 
said, reminding that on March 7, sergeant 

Hrach Manasaryan of the 
Armenian Armed Forces 
was killed by Azerbaijani 
forces.

“Azerbaijan continues to 
violate the letter and spirit of 
the international humanitar-
ian law by keeping hostage 
the combatant and civilian 
detainees that should have 
been released and repatri-
ated long ago without any 
preconditions. Azerbaijan 

weaponizes their suffering, unlawful and 
arbitrary detention to drive a bargain. It is 
coupled with the Government-induced and 
propagated extreme manifestation of intol-
erance and hate towards Armenians,” Amb. 
Hovhannisyan stated.

“It does not come as a surprise that the 
International Court of Justice has recently 
ordered Azerbaijan (and I quote) “to pro-
tect from violence and bodily harm all 
persons captured in relation to the 2020 
Conflict who remain in detention, and en-
sure their security and equality before the 
law.” Obviously, Azerbaijan fails to imple-
ment this and other measures prescribed by 
the ICJ, which also violates the Court’s rul-
ing to refrain from any action which might 
aggravate or extend the dispute,” he added.

He emphasized that Azerbaijan pur-
sues an ethno-centric approach with the 
well-declared objective to force the indig-
enous Armenian population out of their 
homeland.

“Impunity leads to new ethnically mo-
tivated crimes. Hence, Armenia calls not to 
turn a blind eye to Azerbaijan’s violations 
of the international humanitarian law and 
international human rights law,” he con-
cluded.
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9,808,684 AMD to “City of Smile” Charitable Foundation: Next 
beneficiary of “The Power of One Dram” is known

IDBank and Idram have summed up 
the next program of “The Power of One 
Dram” initiative The entire amount of “one 
drams” gathered during January and Feb-
ruary - AMD 9,808,684 was transferred to 
the “City of Smiles” charitable foundation.

This is another support of IDBank and 
Idram to children with life-threatening dis-
eases. “During January and February, the 
companies directed the “one drams” gath-
ered to the healthcare sector. We strongly 
care about the health of children and urge 
our customers to make even more active 
payments through the Idram system. Let 
me remind you that customers do not pay 
a single penny more: “one drams” are 
provided by IDBank and Idram for each 
payment made by customers”, said Idram 
director Arsen Kdenyan.

The companies also announced the 
name of the next beneficiary. In March 
and April, the next program of “The Power 
of One Dram” initiative will be aimed at 
“My Forest Armenia” environmental non-
profit organization. The gathered amount 
will be directed to the solution of the most 
important and vital issue from the point of 
view of the ecology of our state and our 
whole planet in general. “My Forest Ar-
menia” was founded in 2019 with the aim 
of increasing the forest cover of Armenia 
through tree planting and care measures. 
During the 2.5 years of its activity, the or-
ganization has afforested about 150 hect-
ares, planting more than 385,000 trees in 
Lori and Tavush.

“It is good when people plant individ-
ual trees, but when millions of trees are put 
together and become a forest, their power 
is multiplied, because forests are incredi-
bly complex systems that help fight against 
desertification and degradation of Arme-
nia’s lands, increase water resources, pre-
serve biodiversity and so much more,” said 
Andre Gumuchdjian, the organization’s 
founder. According to him, this year the 
organization will plant more than 400,000 
trees, using only endemic species of Arme-

nia - oak, pine, wild pear, ash, maple, and 
a number of shrub species as they are im-
portant to ensure a rich ecosystem.

According to Tatevik Vardevanyan, 
head of Communications unit at IDBank, 
the environment is one of the key areas of 
IDBank and Idram’s corporate social re-
sponsibility programs. “Now we have an 
excellent opportunity to contribute to the 
solution of a vital problem with our cus-
tomers and users. “Forests are the lungs of 
our planet, and the creation and restoration 
of forests must always be in the center of 
our attention,” says Tatevik Vardevanyan.

If you want to become a goodwill am-
bassador of “The Power of One Dram”, 
all you need to do is to make a payment 
through the Idram&IDBank applica-
tion, Idram.am and IDBanking.am online 
platforms and terminals of both compa-
nies. With Idram&IDBank application, it 
is possible to make payments in more than 
8300 points of sale, in 750 online stores, 
as well as for all the services available in 
the system.

COMPANIES ARE CONTROLLED 
BY CBA

Schiff secures $950,000 for construction of Armenian American 
Museum in Glendale

Congressman Adam Schiff, Vice Chair 
of the House Armenian Caucus, on Thurs-
day announced that $950,000 for the con-
struction and development of the Armenian 
American Museum and Cultural Center 
of California in downtown Glendale was 
included in the House-passed fiscal year 

2022 federal government funding legisla-
tion, Asbarez reports.

“The Armenian American Museum and 
Cultural Center of California will ensure 
that people from all over Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia, the United States, and the world 
have the opportunity to learn from and ap-
preciate the story of the Armenian Ameri-
can people – a story of hope, perseverance, 
and the promise of new beginnings,” said 
Schiff.

“I am thrilled the center will soon re-
ceive nearly $1 million in federal funding 
to support its construction. It is an honor 
to work alongside my Armenian American 

constituents as they bring this landmark 
project to life, and I will always stand with 
them in their pursuit of recognition and 
justice,” he added.

Schiff toured the museum site in Febru-
ary, which is slated to complete the Foun-
dation Phase of construction in Summer 
2022.

The FY2022 appropriations bills – 
which President Biden will sign into law in 
the coming days – also provides for more 
than $7.7 million in funding for ten local 
community projects Schiff requested.
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Templars’ Code: Musk Factor team presents new comic book
Authors of the Musk 

Factor comedy series 
have created the Tem-
plars’ Code book. They 
have raised the nec-
essary funds through 
crowdfunding on kick-
starter.com, collecting 
over $12,000 within 
hours,  twice as  the 
planned $6,600.

The team is plan-
ning to present the book this summer. The 
comic book highlights Armenian cultural 
monuments, in particular, the Matenadaran, 
where the map of Mars is kept.

Templars’ Code is an explosive origi-
nal comic book pack filled with mystical 
adventures, time-travel, and everyone’s fa-
vorite order of chivalry: The Knights Tem-
plar. Set in the Mars colonization era, it is 
a literal out-of-this-world adventure comic 

that follows Tom, a pioneering engineer 
employed by a Martian Colony. On Mars, 
Tom stumbles upon the Holy Grail and 
with it, travels back in time to help Nicola 
Tesla prevent many of the catastrophic 
events of the twentieth century.

Mars is a new world for humans; it’s a 
tantalizing place of mystery and intrigue. 
The masses believe that Mars is none but 
a barren wasteland—an empty planet per-

petuated by heat, violent winds, 
and infinite deserts. But Tom, 
ardent with faith, soon unmasks 
secrets hidden beneath the sandy 
dunes of Mars. In doing so, Tom 
may be able to prove that this 
seemingly lifeless planet, is in 
fact, the very core of paramount 
events that span across time it-
self.

Templars’ Code will  be 
just one of the many stories set 

within the Musk Factor Universe. These 
comic books will span a diverse set of 
storylines and characters, all inspired by 
our series Musk Factor. The show, a satir-
ical social commentary on the advancing 
world of tech, is a 10-episode series dedi-
cated to telling the story of AI technology, 
virtual reality, crypto as a de facto cur-
rency, Mars colonization, and much more.

Armenia offered to participate in a number of international 
exhibitions in Thessaloniki

On a working visit to Thes-
saloniki, the Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Armenia to 
Greece Tigran Mkrtchyan met 
with the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Thessaloniki 
International Trade Fair (TIF – 
HELEXPO) Tasos Dzikas.

The meeting was also at-
tended by the executive direc-
tor of the organization Kyriakos 
Pozrikidis, the chairman of the 
Hellenic – Armenian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Akis Dagazian.

The representatives of the exhibition 
emphasized the opportunities for the devel-

opment of bilateral relations between the 
two countries and offered to organize the 
participation of the Republic of Armenia in 
a number of international exhibitions to be 

held in Thessaloniki.

The Ambassador, in turn, 
presented the future programs 
and initiatives in the spheres 
of economy and trade. The 
interlocutors agreed to work 
closely together in 2022 to 
ensure the presence of Ar-
menian businessmen in the 
fields of food, winemaking, 
tourism and high technology 
at these important events in 

order to provide new development oppor-
tunities in the markets of Europe and the 
Balkans.
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected to 
the leadership of The Armenian Iden-
tity Card (HyeID) network structures.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID)  cardholders can benefit from 
the possibility of discounts intended 
for HyeID cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
• The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
• Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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