
Next

EU’s Michel expresses 
full support to Armenia’s 
PM’s efforts to promote 
peace in the South Cau-
casus p. 5

Union of Manufacturers 
and Businessmen of Arme-
nia, China Foreign Trade 
Center sign agreement on 
enhancing cooperation p.7

What happened in 1915 
is a historical fact that 
should be acknowledged – 
US Ambassador to Armenia

p. 4

Armenia, Russia keen 
to deepen economic co-
operation

p. 2

Armenia Marks Genocide Anniversary

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan together with the President 
of the Republic of Armenia Vahagn Khachaturyan, the Speaker of 
the National Assembly Alen Simonyan and top leadership of the 
country visited the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial on the occasion of 
the Genocide Remembrance Day to pay tribute to the memory of 
the Armenian Genocide victims.

Nikol Pashinyan laid a wreath at the monument and flowers 
at the Eternal Flame eternalizing the memory of the victims of 
the Armenian Genocide. Afterwards, the Prime Minister visited 
the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, got acquainted with 
the materials presented at the exhibition “Following in the foot-
steps of Armenian schools. Certificates of the Educated Nation”.

The genocide began with mass arrests on April 24, 1915 of 
Armenian intellectuals and activists in Constantinople. An es-
timated 1.5 million Armenian subjects of the Ottoman Empire 
were massacred or starved to death in the following months and 
years.

“The goal of Ottoman Turkey was to exterminate our ances-
tors,” Pashinyan said in a statement released on the occasion.

He called for a greater international recognition of the geno-
cide. He stressed that Armenia will strive for it “not to increase 
regional tensions but, on the contrary, to defuse the region.”

In that regard, Pashinyan again touted his government`s com-
mitment to “opening an era of peaceful development” in the re-
gion after the devastating 2020 war with Azerbaijan, saying that 
it will strengthen Armenia`s independence and security.

“This is also a reason why we are holding talks aimed at nor-
malizing relations between Armenia and Turkey. We hope that 
the aspirations of the Turkish side are sincere and that we will 
be able to move forward in this direction,” added his statement.

Armenian opposition leaders claim that Pashinyan is ready to 
make sweeping concessions to Ankara, including on the genocide 
issue, in return for the opening of the Turkish-Armenian border 
and establishment of diplomatic relations between the two na-
tions. Pashinyan`s government and political allies maintain that 
Yerevan stands for an unconditional normalization of Turkish-Ar-
menian ties.
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Armenia, Russia keen to deepen economic cooperation
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-

inyan and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on April 19 hailed the results of the 
work aimed at bringing the trade turnover 
between Armenia and Russia to the path of 
sustainable growth.

The need for further diversification of 
the categories of trade, further progressive 
growth of volumes, the development of co-
operation in various spheres of production, 
the active implementation of the mecha-
nisms of the Eurasian Economic Union 
were stressed.

An agreement was reached to encour-
age the establishment of close ties between 
the business circles of the two countries, 
including through interregional and local 
self-government platforms, through the ap-
plication of business mission mechanisms, 
the leaders of the two countries said in a 
joint statement.

The work done to finalize the economic 
cooperation program between the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Armenia and the 
Government of the Russian Federation for 
2022-2025 was positively assessed.

The high demand and efficiency of the 

Intergovernmental Commission on Eco-
nomic Cooperation between the Republic 
of Armenia and the Russian Federation, as 
well as the Working Group on Industry in 
terms of elaboration and implementation 
of bilateral practical arrangements were 
underlined. Mutual interest was expressed 
in holding permanent industrial exhibitions 
in the territory of Armenia, including, with 
the emphasis on cooperation in the field of 
high technologies.

The Parties welcomed the intention of 
the Russian economic operators to create 
a complete, modern production cycle in 
Armenia, expressed interest in the devel-
opment of the field of energy, including 
the development of renewable energy pro-
grams based on the principles of energy 
security and independence, caring attitude 
for the nature and sustainable develop-
ment.

It was decided to further facilitate the 
flow of Russian investments to Armenia. It 
was emphasized that the Russian economic 
operators are among the main taxpayers of 
the Republic of Armenia, ensure the cre-
ation of a significant number of jobs, and 

expand the opportunities for professional 
training of the staff.

The parties noted with satisfaction the 
work of the Parties on the establishment of 
the Armenian-Russian Business Council 
with the aim of expanding ties between the 
two countries’ regions, strengthening busi-
ness ties, establishing joint ventures and 
intensifying investment dialogue.

The interlocutors reaffirmed their 
readiness to expand cooperation in the 
field of use of nuclear energy for peace-
ful purposes, welcomed the extension 
of the term of operation of the Armenian 
NPP, and expressed their intention to work 
out the construction of new power units. 

Armenian PM meets with Chair of the Russian Federation Council
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan met 

with Valentina Matviyenko, Chairperson 
of the Federation Council of the Federal 
Assembly of Russia.

Valentina Matviyenko welcomed the 
Prime Minister at the Federation Council, 
noting that the cooperation between Arme-
nia and Russia at the inter-parliamentary 
level develops quite successfully. Mrs. 
Matviyenko thanked Nikol Pashinyan for 
supporting the development of inter-par-
liamentary cooperation. “The inter-par-
liamentary commission is successfully 
doing its job. From the Russian side, the 
commission is co-chaired by Yury Vo-
robyov, Deputy Chairman of the Feder-
ation Council, who performs his job in a 
very responsible manner. The members 
of the Russian side of the commission 
are leaving for Yerevan tomorrow to 
hold the 34th session,” Matviyenko said. 
In addition to bilateral cooperation, Valen-
tina Matviyenko also stressed the effective 

work at the CIS Interparliamentary Assem-
bly.

In turn, Prime Minister Pashinyan 
reminded that this year marks the 30th 
anniversary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between Armenia and 
Russia, the 25th anniversary of the Treaty 
of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual 
Assistance, and the 30th anniversary of 
the CSTO. “Dramatic events took place 
during this period, we have to analyze 
everything, see where we have achieved 
the results we had outlined, and in that 
context, plan our future activities, joint 
programs. I think that inter-parliamen-
tary ties also play a key role in those 
processes,” Pashinyan said.

The Head of the Armenian Govern-
ment added that effective cooperation has 
been established with Russian partners 
within the framework of the EAEU, CIS 
and CSTO. According to the Prime Min-
ister, even in successful formats, it is nec-

essary to think about how to organize the 
work more effectively, especially when 
new challenges emerge.

During the meeting the interlocutors 
exchanged views on the further develop-
ment of cooperation between Armenia 
and Russia, the agreements reached at the 
meeting of the Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Armenia and the Russian Pres-
ident, as well as education, culture and 
other humanitarian issues.

Pashinyan congratulates Macron on re-election
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-

inyan has congratulated Emmanuel Ma-
cron on his re-election as President of 
France.

“I extend my warmest congratulations 
to Emmanuel Macron on his re-election 
and wish him the best for the next five 
years for the prosperity of the friendly 

French people and for the influence of 
France,” PM Pashinyan said in a Twitter 
post.
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Erdogan reacts to Biden’s mention of 
Armenian Genocide

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan criticized U.S. President Joe Biden on 
Monday for again characterizing the mas-
sacre of 1.5 million Armenians by Otto-
man Empire forces as a “genocide,” saying 
the U.S. leader’s statement was “based on 
lies and false information, the Associated 
Press reports.

In a televised address following a Cab-
inet meeting, Erdogan challenged Biden to 

“learn the history” concerning the Arme-
nians, insisted that such statements were 
“provoking enmity” between the Turkish 
and Armenian people and maintained that 
the Armenian people would suffer the most 
from the “hypocrisy.”

Biden on April 24  issued a statement  ( 
read on page 9) commemorating the 107th 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

The U.S. president had first used the 

term “genocide” during last year’s anni-
versary, fulfilling a campaign promise. Past 
presidents had avoided that word. 

At PACE, MP Vladimir Vardanyan refers to Cavusoglu’s nationalist 
gesture to Armenian protesters

During the spring session of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 
Armenian MP Vladimir Vardanyan called 
out Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu for showing the ultra-nationalist Grey 
Wolves sign to Armenian protesters in Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay.

“Yesterday on April 24 Armenians all 
over the World were commemorating the 
memory of the victims of the Armenian 
Genocide organized and perpetrated by the 
Ottoman authorities in such cruel and inhu-
man manner that the international commu-
nity was obliged to invent a new term for 
qualification of such international outrages 
– crimes against humanity,” Vardanyan said.

“Despite the fact that the consequences 
of the Armenian genocide are still echoing 
within all the Armenian community and de-
spite the fact that even today 107 years later 
this issue is still quite sensitive for all of 
us, the Republic of Armenia from the very 
beginning of its independence has declared 

its policy of normalization of relations with 
Turkey without any precondition. We are 
consecutively following this path and reiter-
ating our willingness to normalize bilateral 
relations. But are our counterparts as sincere 
in this process as we are?” the MP added.

The Armenian delegate then showed the 
sign of Grey Wolves, a radical terrorist orga-
nization responsible for a series of terrorist 
attacks and other crimes committed against 
Armenians, Kurds, other minorities, an or-
ganization which is allegedly connected to 
the assassination attempt of John Paul II, the 
Pope and so on.

” I am showing this to you because just 
two days ago Mr. Mavlut Chavusoglu, the 
incumbent Turkish Foreign Minister has 
shown this to the participants of the peace-
ful demonstration in Uruguay demanding 
the recognition of the Armenian Genocide. 
It is strange that a high-level European dip-
lomat and politician promotes such a sign. 
It becomes even more unacceptable when it 

is done by a former President of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly, a person who here in this 
hemicycle spoke about democracy, human 
rights and rule of law. The person whom all 
of us gave support and right to represent us 
all and disseminate ideas of the Council of 
Europe and protect the European values al-
lows himself to promote such a radical sym-
bol,” Vladimir Vardanyan stated.

He mentioned that this kind of actions 
endanger the possible confidence building 
process among the two societies.

“Here I would like to once again state 
clearly that we in Armenia are very devoted 
to the European values and we are continu-
ing to do our best to normalize Turkish-Ar-
menian relations expressing hope that our 
Turkish counterparts will have enough will 
to open the mutual border and establish nor-
mal relations with Armenia and contribute to 
the de-escalation and building of sustainable 
peace in our region,” the MP stressed.

Armenian, Indian FMs hails the level of 
bilateral political dialogue

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat 
Mirzoyan, who is in New Delhi to partic-
ipate in the Raisina Dialogue conference, 
met with Indian Foreign Minister Subra-
manyam Jaishankar on April 25.

Ministers Mirzoyan and Jaishankar 
hailed the high level of political dialogue 
between the two countries. Ararat Mir-
zoyan stressed that strengthening relations 
with India is one of the priorities of Arme-
nia’s foreign policy.

The interlocutors discussed the imple-
mentation of the agreements reached as a 
result of the Indian Foreign Minister’s visit 
to Armenia in the fall of 2021. The pros-

pects for further development of relations 
in the fields of information technologies, 
aviation, education, culture, tourism and 
other spheres were touched upon. The par-
ties stressed the effectiveness of the work 
done in recent months, expressed mutual 
readiness to continue the deepening of co-
operation.

Ararat Mirzoyan stressed that he is 
visiting India accompanied by representa-
tives of Armenian business circles, whose 
meetings with their Indian counterparts 
will be an additional impetus for the in-
tensification of Armenian-Indian trade and 
economic cooperation with great potential.

The prospects of deepening coopera-
tion in the field of transport communica-
tions were touched upon.

Issues related to regional and interna-
tional security and stability were also dis-

cussed.
The Armenian side presented the sit-

uation in the South Caucasus region, and 
Armenia’s position on the processes aimed 
at establishing regional peace and stability, 
the negotiations on a comprehensive peace 
agreement with Azerbaijan. Minister Mir-
zoyan expressed satisfaction with India’s 
position on the settlement of the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict. The mediating role of 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs in ad-
vancing the peace process was emphasized.

Minister Mirzoyan also briefed the in-
terlocutor on the developments in the pro-
cess of normalization of relations between 
Armenia and Turkey.

The Armenian Foreign Minister reaf-
firmed Armenia’s support for India in the 
issue of Jammu and Kashmir.

https://en.armradio.am/2022/04/24/american-people-honor-all-armenians-who-perished-in-the-genocide-joe-biden/
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PM Pashinyan receives US Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-

ceived US Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Andrew Schofer.

The Prime Minister emphasized the 
role of the United States as an OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-chair country, wel-
comed the visit of Andrew Shaffer, which 
will provide an opportunity to discuss the 
situation in Nagorno Karabakh and the 
processes taking place in this context. The interlocutors stressed the role of 

the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship 
format in the comprehensive settlement 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

The sides also touched upon humani-
tarian issues, as well as the possibility of 
starting negotiations with Azerbaijan on 
a peace treaty. In this regard, the Prime 
Minister of Armenia stressed the mediat-
ing role of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-

Chairs’ format and the Co-chair countries.

Turkish FM’s nationalist gesture in no way contributes to the 
atmosphere of understanding – Eduard Aghajanyan

Member of the Armenian National As-
sembly Eduard Aghajanyan has deplored 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu’s nationalist gesture to the Armenian 
demonstrators in Montevideo.

“On the eve of the 107th anniversary 
of the Armenian Genocide, the nationalist 

gesture of Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu, demonstrated in front of the 
representatives of the Armenian commu-
nity in Montevideo, is a reprehensible act 
and does not contribute to the formation 
of an atmosphere of mutual understanding 
and dialogue between the two people,” the 
MP said.

He welcomed the immediate response 
of the Uruguayan side, hailing the decision 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to sum-
mon the Turkish Ambassador for explana-
tions.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu made the gesture of the nationalist 
Gray Wolves organization to demonstrators 
from the Armenian community in Uruguay 
who were marching the day before the 
107th anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the Armenian National Committee of 
Uruguay reports.

Cavusoglu was leaving the newly inau-
gurated Turkish embassy in the Uruguayan 
capital, where he started his Latin America 
visit that will continue until April 29.

What happened in 1915 is a historical fact that should be 
acknowledged – US Ambassador to Armenia

US Ambassador to Armenia Lynne 
Tracy visited the Tsitsernakaberd Me-
morial on April 24 to pay her respect 
to the 1.5 million victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide and to show support 
and respect to the Armenian people.

Speaking to reporters, she said US 
President Joe Biden and his admin-
istration are “determined to promote 
universal respect for human rights 
across the world, and that is with the 
aim to avoid seeing any repetition of the 
Armenian Genocide.”

“And we do see the statement of recog-
nition of the Genocide as extremely power-

ful, we certainly hope that others will 
continue joining us in that recogni-
tion,” the Ambassador said, referring 
to President Biden’s recognition.

“And what is so important about 
statements, and continuing to make 
these statements is that we understand 
that what happened in 1915 is a his-
torical fact and historical facts should 
be acknowledged and recognized and 
have power through that recognition,” 

the Ambassador said.
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EU’s Michel expresses full support to Armenia’s PM’s efforts to 
promote peace in the South Caucasus

President of the EU Council Charles 
Michel has expressed full support to Arme-
nian Prime Minister’s efforts to “promote 
a peaceful, stable and secure South Cauca-
sus.”

Charles Michel made the remarks in 
Twitter following his phone conversation 
with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-

inyan on April 18.
“Spoke with Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinyan to follow up on our recent dis-
cussions in Brussels. Full support to his 
and all efforts to promote a peaceful, sta-
ble and secure South Caucasus,” Michel 
tweeted.

During the  phone conversation  the 
interlocutors exchanged views on the im-
plementation of the agreements reached 
during the meeting between the President 
of the European Council, the Prime Min-
ister of Armenia and the President of Azer-
baijan in Brussels on April 6, the situation 
in the region and a number of issues on the 

agenda of Armenia-EU relations.
Pashinyan and Michel also discussed 

the implementation of the agreement on 
allocating € 2.6 billion to Armenia within 
the framework of the EU Eastern Part-
nership economic and investment plan, 
emphasizing the importance of effective 
implementation of the programs envis-
aged by the investment package. Charles 
Michel reaffirmed the EU’s commitment 
to the full implementation of the invest-
ment program for Armenia and stressed 
the importance of starting the practical 
implementation phase of the programs as 
soon as possible.

Uruguay foreign ministry summons Turkish ambassador over 
Cavusoglu’s ultranationalist salute at Armenians

The Uruguayan Foreign Ministry sum-
moned the Turkish ambassador Hussein 
Muftuoglu after the visiting Turkish For-
eign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu tried to 
taunt Armenian demonstrators in Montevi-
deo by flashing a salute of the ultra-nation-
alist Grey Wolves organization.

According to El Pais, the Turkish am-
bassador will head to the foreign ministry 
for explanation on April 25.

During a visit to Uruguay, Tur-
key’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu mocked demonstrators outside the 
Turkish diplomatic representation who 
gathered to demand recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide on the eve of the Arme-
nian Genocide Remembrance Day.

A video posted on Twitter shows how 
demonstrators were shouting “asesino” – 
meaning murderer in Spanish, when Cavu-
soglu exited the building and was about to 

be driven away. Then, Cavusoglu is seen 
smiling and making the gesture of the ul-
tranationalist Turkish Grey Wolves organi-
zation, taunting the demonstrators.

The gesture used by the Turkish ul-
tra-nationalists was banned in Austria in 
2019. In Germany, the Christian Demo-
cratic Union of Germany and the Left party 
also proposed to ban the use of the symbol, 
describing it as fascist.

Armenia improves democracy score in Nations in Transit 2022 report
Armenia has improved the democracy 

score from 2.96 to 3.04 in the Nations in 
Transit 2022 report published by the Free-
dom House.

Nations in Transit 2022 evaluates the 
state of democracy in the region stretching 
from Central Europe to Central Asia. The 
24th edition of this annual study covers 
events from January 1 through December 
31, 2021. In consultation with country re-
port authors, a panel of expert advisers, 
and a group of regional expert reviewers, 
Freedom House provides numerical rat-
ings for each country on seven indicators: 

national democratic governance, electoral 
process, civil society, independent media, 
local democratic governance, judicial 
framework and independence, corruption.

According to the report, “three authori-
tarian regimes made democratic strides and 
joined the ranks of hybrid regimes: Mol-
dova, Kosovo, and now Armenia.”

The Freedom House notes that coun-

tries that have moved from authoritarian 
to hybrid forms of governance present a 
somewhat more promising picture, though 
they still fall short of democratic stan-
dards. “In Armenia, for example, citi-
zens used a protest movement in 2018 
and a series of competitive elections, 
most recently in 2021, to decisively 
end the Republican Party’s multidecade 
reign. The incumbents were replaced with 
a new generation of politicians who, de-
spite notable flaws, possess a basic com-
mitment to democracy and the public 
interest.”

https://en.armradio.am/2022/04/18/prime-minister-nikol-pashinyan-held-a-phone-conversation-with-charles-michel/
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1081409/
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/05062020_FH_NIT2020_vfinal.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/05062020_FH_NIT2020_vfinal.pdf
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Armenia, China FMs attach importance to unblocking of transport 
and economic infrastructure

Foreign Minister of the Republic of 
Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan held a phone 
conversation with the Foreign Minister 
of People’s Republic of China Wang 
Yi.

The interlocutors referred to the 
30th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between Arme-
nia and China, emphasizing the tangi-
ble world carried out through that period 
for the establishment and development of 
bilateral relations in political, trade and 
economic, humanitarian and other direc-
tions. The sides expressed their readiness 
to resolutely strengthen and deepen the Ar-
menian-Chinese relations.

The utilization of the potential in the 
field of economic cooperation, the pro-
motion of investments, development of 
infrastructures and addressing of logistic 
challenges was underlined. In this regard. 
The need for the process of unblocking 
transport and economic infrastructures was 

highlighted.

Presenting Armenia’s position on the 
establishment of peace and stability in the 
region, Ararat Mirzoyan stressed the im-
portance of negotiations between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan in different directions, 
as well as the role of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairmanship in the settle-
ment of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The 

viability of the internationally accepted ex-
isting format, as well as promotion of the 
peace process was emphasized.

The interlocutors exchanged views on 
the issues of mutual interest within interna-
tional and regional agenda.

Armenian, Russian Deputy PMs discuss unblocking of transport 
communications in the South Caucasus

Armenian Deputy Prime Minister Mher 
Grigoryan and Russian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Alexei Overchuk held a meeting in 
Moscow on April 19.

The parties discussed current issues of 
Armenian-Russian trade and economic co-
operation.

During the meeting, they also touched 

upon the restoration of transport commu-
nications in the South Caucasus, which is 
being discussed within the framework of a 
trilateral working group co-chaired by the 
Deputy Prime Ministers of the Republic of 
Armenia, the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan.

Iran willing to participate in Armenia road construction projects
At a meeting with the Ambassador of 

Armenia, the Deputy Minister of Roads 
and Urban Development announced the 
readiness of Iran to cooperate with Arme-
nia in exporting technical and engineer-
ing services in order to complete a new 
communication corridor between the two 
countries, the Ministry of Roads and Urban 
Development informs.

According to the Ministry, Armenian 
Ambassador Arsen Avagian met with the 
Deputy Minister of Roads and Urban De-
velopment to discuss transportation co-
operation between the two countries and 
facilitate road communication between 
Iran and Armenia.

Khairullah Khademi said: “Iran seeks 
to enhance its transit advantages by build-
ing new international routes.”

New road, rail, and sea routes have 
been built or are being built for this pur-
pose, making it easier for Iran to access the 
North-South corridor and European coun-
tries, reducing transportation time, and 
consequently lower transportation costs.

He continued: “Iran is currently pro-
viding the conditions for the completion of 
this corridor of communication with Arme-
nia by constructing a road from Tabriz to 
the border of Norduz, which, if completed, 
in addition to reducing the route, can com-
pete with parallel corridors.”

Khademi announced Iran’s readiness 
to cooperate in the construction of this 
axis by issuing technical and engineering 
services by Iranian consulting engineers 
and contractors and noted that “with the 
construction of this axis, the north-south 
transit route from Iran to Armenia will be 
reduced by half.”
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Armenia sets up group to work on Gagarin Project
A task force has been set up at the 

Government to work on the Gagarin 
Project, Minister of Economy Vahan 
Kerobyan informs.

“The project is complex, ambitious 
and risky, but it is a great responsibility 
and honor to implement such a program 
with the team of DAR Foundation, the 
Dutch MVRDV and large institutional in-
vestors,” the Minister said, adding that the 
target goal is a turning point.

Commissioned by the Armenian non-
profit organization DAR Foundation for 
Regional Development and Competitive-
ness, MVRDV’s vision for the Gagarin 
Valley will make the 18,000-hectare area 
more sustainable and ecologically diverse. 
In the Gagarin Valley, 10,000 plant spe-
cies will soon flourish on as many plots. 
With the help of innovative facilities and 
future-proof housing that will add 12,000 
new housing units; the valley will become 
an ideal base for sustainable agriculture 
and ecotourism and welcome a new gener-
ation of residents.

Armenia’s Gagarin Valley – named 
after cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin – is located 

near Lake Sevan, the largest lake in the 
Caucasus and only 50 kilometers from the 
capital Yerevan. Surrounded by mountains, 
roughly 11,000 inhabitants live in several 
villages spread throughout the valley. The 
landscape consists of a patchwork of dif-
ferent pieces of land, of which the local 
community owns about one third.

The first step towards this self-sustain-
ing valley is to embrace the history of the 
area: the mosaic of 10,000 existing plots 
will be preserved and reinforced, and the 
water system in this dry region will be 
improved by lining the boundaries be-
tween them with canals, public paths, and 
greenery. This forms the base of the valley 
masterplan, reducing evaporation while en-
hancing water buffers and biodiversity. On 
each plot, different species will be planted. 

This will not only make the landscape vi-
sually more attractive, but will also stim-
ulate economic diversity.

In the valley, existing roads will 
continue to form the starting point for 
connecting all the villages. Additional 
walking and cycling paths are created 
within existing structures. Water manage-

ment will be improved tremendously: the 
restoration and enlargement of the route 
of the Hrazdan River, in combination with 
the new canal system, is an important part 
of the vision, and water reservoirs in the 
mountains and other water sources can be 
used to irrigate farmland.

The patchwork of 10,000 different gar-
dens will contain various facilities that will 
make a stay in the valley even more attrac-
tive. The vision proposes a market hall, a 
commercial center, a center for the arts, 
and a sunken stadium for 4,500 visitors. 
The heart of the valley will be formed by 
an educational agricultural centre, around 
which the highest density can be found, 
with houses stacked to form vertical vil-
lages.

Union of Manufacturers and Businessmen of Armenia, China Foreign 
Trade Center sign agreement on enhancing cooperation

The Union of Manufacturers and Busi-
nessmen of Armenia (UMBA) and the 
China Foreign Trade Center signed an 
agreement on cooperation on April 20.

Under the agreement, the sides will 
aim at establishing mutually-beneficial re-

lations in the business sector between the 
two countries and enhance lasting cooper-
ation, implement joint projects, namely or-
ganizing the China Import and Export Fair 
(Canton Fair).

UMBA President Arsen Ghazaryan and 
China Foreign Trade Center Deputy Di-
rector-General, Deputy Secretary-General 
of the Canton Fair Ye Jijiang signed the 
agreement at the event.

The signing of the agreement will en-
able to more comprehensively explore 
and study and advantages of the Chinese 
market, the opportunities for enhancing bi-

lateral cooperation and increasing mutual 
trade turnover, according to Arsen Ghaz-
aryan.

“Despite the difficult times related 
to various circumstances, we must try 
to strengthen and deepen our economic 
relations as much as possible,” said 
Yu Yi, Deputy Director General of the For-
eign Affairs Office of the Canton Fair.

Yi said that Armenian products are 
highly valued in the Chinese market and 
that direct cooperation with Armenian col-
leagues and the agreement will boost bilat-
eral partnership expansion.
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Armenian, Russian PMs discuss bilateral economic relations

Within the framework of his official 
visit to Russia, Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan met with Russian Prime Minister 
Mikhail Mishustin.

The Russian PM said the Government 
will take all necessary measures to imple-
ment high-level decisions reached during 
PM Pashinyan’s meeting with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

According to Mikhail Mishustin, Rus-
sia ranks first among Armenia’s foreign in-
vestment partners. “It is gratifying that last 
year the trade turnover between the two 
countries increased by almost 13%, reach-
ing 2 billion 600 million dollars, and in 
January-February 2022, the trade turnover 
increased by 42% compared to the same 
period last year, amounting to 430 million 
dollars. The volume of Russian invest-
ments in the Armenian economy exceeds 2 
billion dollars. We are interested in devel-
oping bilateral cooperation, implementing 
new projects in areas such as energy, min-
ing, transport infrastructure, pharmaceuti-
cals, agriculture, digital technologies, and 
high technology,” he said.

The Russian Prime Minister proposed 
to speed up the process of signing a new 

program of economic cooperation be-
tween Armenia and Russia. In the context 
of sanctions against Russia, Mishustin at-
tached importance to more active use of 
national currencies in bilateral trade, the 
use of industrial cooperatives, and the cre-
ation of new trade opportunities.

“We also pay special attention to the 
implementation of the agreements between 
the leaders of Armenia, Russia and Azer-
baijan on unblocking of regional infra-
structure. I am confident that the creation 
of new infrastructure routes will contribute 
to the further development of the region, 
stability and peace for the benefit of the 
countries of the South Caucasus. Russia 
continues to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to Armenia, and now, through the 
International Center for Humanitarian Re-
sponse, conditions are being created for the 
return of refugees to their places of perma-
nent residence and the restoration of facili-
ties and infrastructure,” Mikhail Mishustin 
said.

Prime Minister Pashinyan, in turn, 
thanked for the warm reception. “This is 
my first official visit to the Russian Fed-
eration and I must say, you have rightly 

noticed that it is very successful. Yester-
day we discussed with Vladimir Putin the 
whole scope of our interstate relations, held 
very effective negotiations, reached strong 
agreements. Russia is considered to be Ar-
menia’s main trade partner, our trade turn-
over and trade ties are constantly growing. 
We are also cooperating effectively within 
the framework of the Eurasian Economic 
Union.”

“We have a rich experience of coop-
eration in the field of energy and strate-
gic plans to develop that field. Of course, 
we have specific plans in other spheres of 
transport; yesterday we agreed with Vlad-
imir Vladimirovիցհ that the intergovern-
mental commission should become the 
main platform for the implementation of 
the agreements reached in the spheres of 
economy, energy and other spheres. I con-
sider it necessary to emphasize that our 
ministries cooperate quite well, the inter-
governmental commission is also active, a 
sitting was recently held in Yerevan. I think 
that in the current situation there are com-
mon challenges, opportunities that should 
be used. I am glad that today we have the 
opportunity to discuss some specific top-
ics; it is possible to reach concrete solu-
tions,” PM Pashinyan said.

He reminded that this year marks the 
30th anniversary of Armenia-Russia diplo-
matic relations, the 30th anniversary of the 
CSTO, the 25th anniversary of the Treaty 
of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual As-
sistance between Armenia and Russia. “In 
this jubilee year we have a rich program of 
events, which is first of all a good opportu-
nity to celebrate the anniversaries, as well 
as to analyze the way passed, to understand 
whether we have managed to achieve the 
set goals, and where we have not,” he said.
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American people honor all Armenians who perished in the genocide – 
Joe Biden

US President Joe Biden issued the fol-
lowing statement on Armenian Remem-
brance Day:

On April 24, 1915, Ottoman authorities 
arrested Armenian intellectuals and com-
munity leaders in Constantinople. Thus 
began the Armenian genocide—one of the 
worst mass atrocities of the 20th century. 
Today, we remember the one and a half 

million Armenians who were deported, 
massacred, or marched to their deaths in a 
campaign of extermination, and mourn the 
tragic loss of so many lives.

As we reflect on the Armenian geno-
cide, we renew our pledge to remain vigi-
lant against the corrosive influence of hate 
in all its forms. We recommit ourselves to 
speaking out and stopping atrocities that 
leave lasting scars on the world. And, as 
we mourn what was lost during the Meds 
Yeghern, let us redouble our efforts to-
ward healing and building the better, more 
peaceful world that we wish for our chil-
dren. A world where human rights are re-
spected, where the evils of bigotry and 
intolerance do not mark our daily lives, 
and where people everywhere are free to 

pursue their lives in dignity and security.

This is also a moment to reflect on the 
strength and resiliency of the Armenian 
people. After enduring genocide, the Ar-
menian people were determined to rebuild 
their community and their culture, so often 
in new homes and new lands, including the 
United States. Armenian Americans are a 
vital part of the fabric of the United States. 
They make our nation stronger and more 
dynamic, even as they continue to carry 
with them the tragic knowledge of what 
their ancestors endured. We recognize their 
pain and honor their story.

Today, 107 years later, the American 
people continue to honor all Armenians 
who perished in the genocide.

Hatred and violence must never again be met with indifference: 
Canada’s Trudeau commemorates Armenian Genocide

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, today issued the following state-
ment on Armenian Genocide Memorial 
Day, also known as Medz Yeghern:

“Today, we join Armenian commu-
nities in Canada and around the world to 
honor the memory of the victims of the 

Armenian genocide – one of the darkest 
chapters in human history. We also honor 
their descendants, including Canadians of 
Armenian heritage, who have contributed 
and who continue to help shape the strong, 
diverse, and inclusive country that we 
enjoy today.

“The atrocities committed and the hor-
rific number of lives that were taken from 
1915 to 1923 must never be forgotten. In 
2015, a century after the start of this trag-
edy, Parliament passed a motion declaring 
April 24 as Armenian Genocide Memorial 
Day, a date that has since served to remem-
ber the loss, trauma, and pain inflicted by 
these atrocities and to ensure they are never 

repeated. This day falls during Genocide 
Remembrance, Condemnation and Preven-
tion Month.

“Hatred and violence must never again 
be met with indifference. Each and every 
one of us has a role to play in making sure 
such brutality is never repeated, and it 
starts with taking a stand against discrimi-
nation and hate in all its forms – whenever 
and wherever it occurs.

“Together, on this somber anniversary, 
we remember the lives lost, recognize the 
strength and spirit of the Armenian people, 
and look forward with hope to a future of 
peace, mutual respect, and dignity among 
people and countries around the world.”

Armenian Genocide a dark page in history – President of Greece
The Armenian Genocide is a dark 

page in history that reminds us of the im-
portance of protecting life, President of 
Greece Katerina Sakellaropoulou said in a 
statement on April 24.

“Today we honor with emotion and re-
spect the memory of the victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide, who were inhumanely 
exterminated during the Ottoman Empire 
107 years ago. This tragedy is a dark page 

in history and reminds us of the importance 
of protecting life, respecting human rights 
and consolidating diversity in nationality, 
religion and identity,” President of Greece 
Katerina Sakellaropoulou said.

“Constant vigilance and reaction to dis-
crimination, violence and hatred against 
our fellows is the duty of all of us and a 
basic condition for the peaceful coexis-
tence of nations and peoples,” she added.
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Mayor of Paris hosts reception on 107th 
anniversary of Armenian Genocide

On the occasion of the 107th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide, on 
April 22, the Mayor of Paris, Anne Hi-
dalgo, held a reception attended by par-
liamentarians, members of the Paris City 
Council and hundreds of French-Ar-
menians. The Mayor of Paris, the Am-
bassador of Armenia to France Hasmik 
Tolmajian, as well as the two Co-Chairs 
of the Coordinating Council of Armenian 
Organizations of France (CCAF) made 
speeches at the beginning of the reception. 
 

Ambassador Tolmajian touched upon the 
need to condemn the denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide, emphasizing its importance 
both for all Armenians and for the pre-
vention of genocides and the international 
fight against crimes against humanity.

The Ambassador also reminded of the 
important role that France played in shel-
tering Armenian refugees who survived the 
genocide, emphasizing that the generations 
of Armenians who took refuge in France, 
while preserving their national identity, 
also became full-fledged responsible citi-
zens of France, making a great contribution 
to the country and the deepening of Arme-
nian-French relations.

She thanked the city authorities of 
Paris, and personally Mayor Hidalgo, for 

permanently being by the side of Armenia 
and Artsakh. She reminded that the Paris 
City Council was one of the first to adopt 
a resolution immediately after the 44-day 
war in 2020, calling for the recognition of 
Nagorno Karabakh. The ambassador also 
thanked Mayor Hidalgo, as well as Deputy 
Mayor Arnaud Ngatcha, for the implemen-
tation of the project to open the Armenian 
esplanade in the heart of Paris.

The threat of annihilation still hangs over the 
Armenian people, Rep. Schiff says on Genocide 

anniversary

The threat of annihilation still hangs 
over the Armenian people, Member of US 
House of Representatives Adam Schiff said 
in a statement on the 107th anniversary of 
the Armenian genocide.

“Because today, the Armenian people 
are still under attack, including the many 
who died in Artsakh, the thousands who 
were forced to flee unprovoked aggression 
by Azerbaijan and Turkey, and those who 
remain prisoners of war or live in fear of 
another invasion,” he added.

Below is the full text of the state-
ment:

One hundred and seven years ago, the 
Ottoman Empire undertook a systematic 
effort to destroy the Armenian people – 
ultimately murdering one and a half mil-
lion innocent men, women, and children in 

what became the first genocide of the 20th 
century.

Despite the overwhelming evidence of 
this methodical mass killing, to this day, 
Turkey continues to deny the genocide 
ever happened. But today, we speak with 
one voice:

We will not forget. We will never for-
get.

For tens of thousands of my constitu-
ents, achieving recognition of the genocide 
has been a lifelong struggle. The mile-
stones we have achieved together, from 
the resolutions passed by Congress in 2019 
affirming the facts of the Genocide to Pres-
ident Biden’s historic recognition last year, 
happened because of them – a strong and 
resilient Armenian diaspora.

But the threat of annihilation still hangs 
over the Armenian people. Because today, 
the Armenian people are still under attack, 
including the many who died in Artsakh, 
the thousands who were forced to flee un-

provoked aggression by Azerbaijan and 
Turkey, and those who remain prisoners of 
war or live in fear of another invasion.

We cannot allow these crimes against 
humanity to go unrecognized. The United 
States must fully step into its role as a de-
fender of democracy and peace around the 
world.

We must not relent in our calls for the 
immediate, safe, and unconditional release 
of the remaining Armenian prisoners of 
war and captured civilians, for the end of 
U.S. assistance to the Aliyev regime, and 
for stronger efforts to secure more funding 
for Armenia and Artsakh.

Now more than ever, we must seek to 
further strengthen and support Armenia 
and Artsakh. We demand their liberation 
– and we will not rest until safety, peace, 
and justice are achieved for our Armenian 
brothers and sisters abroad.

I will always stand with Armenia, Art-
sakh, and the Armenian community.
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Senator Robert Menendez honored for bold pro-Artsakh leadership

Armenian National Committee of 
America (ANCA) leaders gathered with 
friends and supporters to honor U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee Chairman 
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) – a decades-long 
champion of Armenian American con-
cerns, who led the historic 2019 battle to 
secure unanimous U.S. Senate recognition 
of the Armenian Genocide and continues 
his unwavering support for Armenia’s se-
curity and Artsakh’s freedom.  Chairman 
Menendez has had strong ties to the ANC 
of New Jersey for decades and consistently 
receives an “A+” rating on the ANCA Con-
gressional Report Card.

“Senator Menendez’s bold leadership 
and principled defense of human rights and 
American values have been a hallmark of 
his service in the House and Senate,” said 
ANCA Chairman Raffi Hamparian. “The 
ANCA has been with him every step of the 
way and looks forward to our continued 
work together.”

Mr. Garo Mardirossian, Esq. and his 
wife Yulia generously hosted the evening, 
which included special guest, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Barkev Martirosyan, 
Holy Etchmiadzin’s Pontifical Envoy-
at-Large and former Primate of Artsakh. 
Hamparian was joined by ANCA National 
Board members Zanku Armenian, Aida 
Dimejian, and Ani Tchaghlasian, who trav-
eled from the Senator’s home state of New 

Jersey to offer a Garden State Armenian 
welcome to Chairman Menendez.

“I was honored to host Chairman Me-
nendez at my home with a broad and 
distinguished cross-section of Armenian 
Americans,” shared Garo Mardirossian. “I 
am proud to stand with Chairman Menen-
dez – who is firmly committed to working 
to strengthen U.S.-Armenia ties, defend 
Artsakh freedom, and secure justice for 
the Armenian Genocide,” stated Mard-
irossian.  “With new challenges facing the 
United States and our Armenian Home-
land, Chairman Menendez’s visionary 
leadership of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is needed now more than ever 
to ensure that peace and justice prevail for 
Armenia and Artsakh.”

“Armenian Americans in the Garden 
State and across the U.S. stand with Sena-
tor Menendez in our collective pursuit for 
justice for the Armenian Genocide, self-de-
termination for Artsakh, and stronger 
U.S.-Armenia ties,” said ANCA National 
Board Member Ani Tchaghlasian.  “From 
his unstinting resolve to end U.S. com-
plicity in Armenian Genocide denial to 
ongoing efforts to stop U.S. military aid to 
Azerbaijan, and block the sale of U.S. air-
craft to Erdogan’s autocratic Turkey – Sen-
ator Menendez has been a champion for 
human rights and peace. We look forward 
to working together for years to come to 
advance Armenian American priorities and 
values.”

Senator Menendez’s tenacious resolve 
to end U.S. Senate complicity in Turkey’s 
Armenian Genocide denial culminated 
in the unanimous passage of the biparti-
san resolution he authored in December, 
2019.   The Armenian Genocide Resolu-
tion (S.Res.150) established, as a matter of 
U.S. policy, 1) the rejection of Armenian 
Genocide denial, 2) ongoing official U.S. 
government recognition and remembrance 
of this crime, and 3) support for education 
about the Armenian Genocide in order to 
help prevent modern-day atrocities.

Senator Menendez has been equally ad-
amant about enforcing Section 907 restric-
tions on U.S. aid to Azerbaijan, initially 
adopted as part of the FREEDOM Support 
Act in 1992 in response to Azerbaijan’s 

blockade and attacks against Armenia 
and Artsakh.  In June, 2020, alarmed that 
the U.S. military aid program to Azerbai-
jan had skyrocketed, Senator Menendez 
requested that the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) provide the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee with a de-
tailed report on this assistance program 
and its compliance with Section 907.  The 
GAO report, released in March, 2022, 
revealed that the State Department con-
sistently failed to inform Congress of the 
impact of over $164 million in assistance 
to Baku on the military balance between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia.

“The human consequences of the terri-
ble war in Nagorno-Karabakh underscore 
the deep concerns that I have long had 
about providing U.S. assistance to Azerbai-
jan,” stated Sen. Menendez. “These find-
ings are further proof that the status quo is 
unacceptable, and we must exercise addi-
tional scrutiny over the U.S. government’s 
ongoing provision of assistance to Azerbai-
jan. In the coming weeks, I will be renew-
ing my efforts for the State Department to 
reconsider any future planned assistance 
to Azerbaijan, respect Section 907 of the 
FREEDOM Support Act, and improve its 
reporting to Congress in the future.”

Senator Menendez’s stellar record of 
support for key community concerns began 
with his election as mayor in Union City 
in 1986 and continued during his time in 
the New Jersey State legislature from 1988 
to 1992, and his 1992 election to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  Elected to the 
U.S. Senate in 2006, Senator Menendez 
often took the lead in questioning U.S. 
ambassadorial nominees to Turkey and 
Azerbaijan regarding their positions on the 
Armenian Genocide and efforts to mediate 
a lasting peace for the Republic of Artsakh.  
And, when nominees crossed the line into 
Armenian Genocide denial or showed 
undue bias toward Azerbaijan, Senator 
Menendez resisted White House and Sen-
ate leadership pressure, placing a “hold” on 
the candidates, ultimately blocking nomi-
nee Dick Hoagland from becoming U.S. 
Ambassador to Armenia, and stopping a 
full-term appointment for Matt Bryza as 
U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan.
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LA County proclaims April 24 as Armenian Genocide Remembrance 
Day

Los Angeles County Supervisor Kath-
ryn Barger and the Board of Supervisors 
commemorated the 107th anniversary of 
the Armenian Genocide by proclaiming 
April 24, 2022 as Armenian Genocide Re-
membrance Day, in recognition of one of 
the darkest chapters in human history, As-
barez reports.

Earlier this month, the Board of Su-
pervisors proclaimed April as “Armenian 
History Month” in Los Angeles County 

– home to the largest population of Arme-
nians in the United States. 

“The month of April and the celebra-
tion of Armenian culture culminate in our 
Day of Remembrance, a day to mourn and 
remember the loss of over 1.5 million in-
nocent lives,” said Supervisor Barger. “I 
am heartened that my Armenian constit-
uents are a resilient people – determined, 
focused and dedicated to persevering.”

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate 
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian 
Orthodox Church, reflected on the signif-
icance of L.A. County’s Armenian Day of 
Remembrance. “April 24th is a symbol of 
victory for our resurrected nation. Orphans 
of Martyrs have become parents and grand-
parents. As visionaries themselves, they 

have become architects of the independent 
Motherland…and have become the pillars 
of the New Armenia, the New Church, and 
new horizons.”  

“Armenian Genocide Remembrance 
Day is an especially poignant commem-
oration for residents across Los Angeles 
County,” said Supervisor Solis. “Having 
proudly served the Armenian community 
of Montebello for many years, I am thrilled 
to now be able to represent Little Arme-
nia— a community that particularly holds 
so much value to Armenian-Americans. 
Through this motion, we mark our com-
mitment to remember the lives lost in the 
Armenian Genocide, honor the legacy of 
survivors, and elevate the voices of this dy-
namic and diverse community.”

French city of Nimes dedicates square to the memory of Armenian 
Genocide victims

On April 16, a solemn opening cer-
emony of an Armenian khachkar, and a 
square dedicated to the memory of the Ar-
menian Genocide victims, took place in the 
center of the French city of Nimes.

The Mayor of Nimes Jean-Paul 
Fournier, the Ambassador of Armenia to 
France, Hasmik Tolmajyan and the Presi-
dent of the Armenian Association of Nimes 
(Amicale Franco-Armenienne de Nimes 
et du Gard) Armen Martirosyan made 
speeches during the event. The ceremony 

was also attended by the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Defense, Armed 
Forces of the French National Assembly, 
François Dumas, as well as the Armenia’s 
Consul in Marseilles Samvel Lalayan.

In her speech, the Armenian Ambassa-
dor recalled the important role that France 
played in sheltering Armenian refugees 
who survived the genocide. The impor-
tance of France recognizing the Armenian 
Genocide in 2001 by law, as well as the 
inclusion of April 24 in the list of French 
State Remembrance Days from 2019 was 
stressed.

The Ambassador thanked the Mayor 
of Nimes, the City Council, for approving 
the initiative to name a square after the 
Armenian Genocide and immortalize the 
khachkar. The Ambassador also expressed 
gratitude to the relatively newly formed 
French-Armenian community in Nimes, in 

the person of the Armenian Association of 
the city, its President Armen Martirosyan, 
for the implementation of this important 
initiative. The speeches were followed by 
a khachkar blessing ceremony.

On the same day, Ambassador Tol-
majyan met with representatives of the 
French-Armenian community of Nimes to 
discuss issues of concern to the commu-
nity. The Ambassador thanked the commu-
nity for the donation of more than 60,000 
euros to the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund 
during the war in Artsakh in 2020.

https://www.asbarez.com/la-county-proclaims-armenian-genocide-day-of-remembrance/
https://www.asbarez.com/la-county-proclaims-armenian-genocide-day-of-remembrance/
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2022 Aurora Humanitarians announced in Yerevan

On April 24, on the Armenian Geno-
cide Remembrance Day, the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative announced the names 
of 2022 Aurora Humanitarians, chosen 
for their exceptional impact, courage, and 
commitment to putting themselves at risk 
to help others.

A US $1,000,000 award is given on 
behalf of the survivors of the Armenian 
Genocide and in gratitude to their saviors 
in order to address on-the-ground humani-
tarian challenges around the world with the 
focus on helping the most destitute. The 
announcement was made in the Matenada-
ran, the national repository of ancient man-
uscripts located in Yerevan, Armenia. One 
of the Humanitarians will later be named 
the 2022 Aurora Prize Laureate.

“Such exceptional modern-day heroes 
remind us that even in the darkest times, a 
brighter future is in the hands of those who 
believe in it and are willing to do extraor-
dinary things to protect it. Many of us may 
feel overwhelmed by the seemingly end-
less tide of human sorrow and suffering we 
face today, but the Aurora Humanitarians 
remain beacons of compassion, guiding 
and inspiring humanity. It is an honor for 
me to be part of the Initiative that recog-
nizes and supports them,” said Lord Ara 
Darzi, Chair of the Aurora Prize Selection 
Committee and Director of the Institute of 
Global Health Innovation at Imperial Col-
lege London.

The 2022 Aurora Humanitarians are:
Jamila Afghani  (Afghanistan), a 

peace activist and founder of the Noor Ed-
ucational and Capacity Development Orga-
nization (NECDO) who has dedicated over 
25 years of her life to giving the women 
of Afghanistan access to education. After 
the Taliban took over her country, Jamila 
Afghani was forced to flee her homeland – 
but she hasn’t given up on its people.

Hadi Jumaan (Yemen), a peace ac-
tivist, mediator, and body collector from 
Yemen who regularly risks his life to facil-
itate the exchange of prisoners of war and 
recover human remains from the frontlines. 
As the country continues to experience a 
prolonged political and humanitarian crisis 
caused by the civil war, Mr. Jumaan brings 
to the families the only solace left to them 
– the knowledge that their loved and lost 
ones may finally rest in peace.

Mahienour El-Massry  (Egypt), a 
lawyer and political activist from Egypt 
who promotes political freedoms and 
human rights in the country by organizing 
peaceful protests and defending political 
prisoners in courts. In Egypt, voicing dis-
agreement with the official policy can be 
dangerous, and Mahienour El-Massry has 
been detained and put in jail several times 
for her activism. Nevertheless, she remains 
optimistic about the future of her country 
and committed to being an agent of posi-
tive change.

“As one of the Aurora Prize Laureates, 
I have witnessed the impact of support and 
recognition on the international level. The 
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative gives ac-

tivists and human rights defenders, often 
operating on their own, a way to promote 
and elevate their work so they can achieve 
even more. I would like to congratulate the 
2022 Aurora Humanitarians and wish them 
all the best in their activities,” said 2021 
Aurora Prize Laureate Julienne Lusenge, 
co-founder of Women’s Solidarity for In-
clusive Peace and Development (SOFE-
PADI) and Fund for Congolese Women 
(FFC).

Nominations for the 2022 Aurora Prize 
officially opened on April 24, 2021. A total 
of 633 submissions were received from 
62 countries including Armenia, Brazil, 
Czech Republic, Georgia, India, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Rwanda, USA, and Ukraine. The 
Aurora Prize Laureate is honored each year 
with a US $1,000,000 award that gives 
them a unique opportunity to continue the 
cycle of giving and to support the organi-
zations that help people in need.

“Every year, I’m in awe of the out-
standing heroes that Aurora empowers 
and their work. They are dealing with im-
measurable challenges in unimaginable 
circumstances where the odds are stacked 
high against them, and yet their human-
ity, their faith, their courage allows them 
to keep moving forward. It is my ardent 
hope that the world learns from them, as 
it woulddefinitely make it a much better 
place,” noted 2017 Prize Laureate Dr. Tom 
Catena, Chair of the Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative and Medical Director of the 
Mother Mercy Hospital inSudan. 

In accordance with the tradition, the 
names of the 2022 Aurora Humanitarians 
are inscribed in the Chronicles of Aurora, a 
unique 21st century manuscript containing 
the depictions of the Aurora Humanitarian 
Initiative activities, and the tome will be 
displayed for the public in the Matenada-
ran.

https://auroraprize.com/en/a-distant-dream-of-a-better-future
https://auroraprize.com/en/the-last-journey-home
https://auroraprize.com/en/a-hero-among-others
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Armenian museum 
to be established in 

Tabriz, Iran
An Armenian museum will be launched 

in the city of Tabriz, Iran’s northwestern 
province of East Atrpatakan, said the head 
of the provincial chapter of the Cultural 
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Depart-
ment on Wednesday, IRNA reports.

Ahmad Hamzaehzadeh made the re-
marks during a meeting with the Head 
of the Armenian Diocese of Atrpatakan 
Grigor Chiftchian, highlighting that preser-
vation of historical Armenian monuments 
is among the department’s most significant 
responsibilities.

“Due to the existence of numerous Ar-
menian monuments in the province, special 
measures have been taken by the General 

Directorate for restoration, protection and 
maintenance, and following these mea-
sures, the re-establishment of the Armenian 
Museum in Tabriz is on the agenda,” Ham-
zaehzadeh said.

He added that the province hosts in-
valuable Armenian monuments such as 
Saint Stepanos Monastery, which is one 
of the landmarks on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

Armenian exhibition 
launched at Venice 

Biennale

The Armenian exhibition was opened 
within the framework of the Venice Bien-
nale on April 21, the Armenian Embassy in 
Italy informs.

This year Armenia presents an exhibi-
tion titled “Gharib” by Lithuanian-Arme-
nian artist Andrius Arutiunian.

Embassy Counselor Christina Meh-

rabekyan made an opening speech at the 
event, noting that the Armenian people, de-
prived of their homeland and cut off from 
their own roots, are more than familiar 
with the meaning of “gharib” (pilgrim).

“Today, the Armenians of Artsakh 
again live under the threat of ethnic cleans-
ing and intimidation,” he added, noting 
that one of the most important missions 
of culture is to exclude indifference, to 
pay special attention to problems and seek 
solutions.

RA Deputy Minister of Culture Arayik 
Khzmalyan was also present at the event.

Torchlight procession in Yerevan marks 107th 
anniversary of Armenian Genocide

https://www.irna.ir/news/84726367/%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%B2-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
•	 The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected to 
the leadership of The Armenian Iden-
tity Card (HyeID) network structures.
•	 The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID)  cardholders can benefit from 
the possibility of discounts intended 
for HyeID cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
•	 The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
•	 Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org

mailto:armenia@hyeid.org
http://www.hyeid.nt.am

