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Russia expects steps by Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan to organize 
3+3 meeting

Armenian, Turkish envoys meet in Yerevan

Armenia, Turkey agree to take steps 
toward launching Gyumri-Kars rail-
way 

On September 12, Special Represent-
atives for the Normalization Process 
between Armenia and Tü� rkiye, Deputy 
Speaker of the National Assembly of Ar-
menia Ruben Rubinyan and Ambassador 
Serdar Kılıç held their sixth meeting in 
Yerevan.

At this meeting, the Special Repre-
sentatives confirmed the issues they had 
worked and agreed on at previous meet-
ings, in order to advance the full normal-
ization process between Armenia and 

Tü� rkiye. In this context, they exchanged 
views on the implementation of the 
agreement on border crossings reached 
at their meeting on July 1, 2022. The Spe-
cial Representatives agreed to expedite 
this process.

The Special Representatives also de-
cided that the relevant authorities of both 
countries conduct the necessary tech-
nical studies for the rehabilitation and 
operationalization of the Gyumri-Kars 
railway and electricity interconnector. 

They also decided that efforts should be 
made to strengthen cooperation in the 

field of culture and academia, particularly 
by creating scholarship opportunities for 
higher education students and the joint 
renovation of the historical Ani/Silk Road 
bridge.

The Special Representatives also 
agreed to carry out the necessary work 
for other interested companies to start 
flights to various destinations starting in 
the summer of 2026, thereby increasing 
the number of air routes and flights be-
tween the two countries.

Finally, Special Representatives reit-
erated their commitment to continue this 
process without any preconditions.
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Armenia dismisses reports linking Pakistan recognition  
to EAEU accession

The Armenian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs has dismissed a report published by 
Russia’s TASS news agency claiming that 
“Pakistan intends to recognize Armenia 
as a UN member state, which would give 
it the green light to join the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU).”

In a statement to Armenpress, For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Ani Badalyan 
stressed that the report was inaccurate.

“We inform uninformed sources that 
Armenia and Pakistan have already estab-
lished diplomatic relations, in full accord-
ance with the fundamental principles of 
the UN Charter. Accordingly, there is, of 

course, no issue of ‘recognition at the UN’ 
on the agenda,” Badalyan said.

She added that Armenia had already 
informed through diplomatic channels 
that the two countries would discuss ex-
panding bilateral cooperation, as well as 
working together in multilateral platforms 
such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO), the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion (EAEU), or other structures of mutual 
interest.

TASS, citing what it described as diplo-
matic sources, reported earlier that “Paki-
stan indeed plans to recognize Armenia as 
a UN member state and, in return, hopes to 

receive consensus for its accession to the 
EAEU.” According to the agency, the pro-
cess could take several weeks to months, 
with one source noting that the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan peace talks had removed 
obstacles to such developments.

Armenia committed to advancing relations with France towards 
strategic partnership: Pashinyan congratulates Lecornu on appointment

 Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan has congratulated Sé�bastien Lecor-
nu on his appointment as the new Prime 
Minister of France, expressing confidence 
in the continued development of close ties 
between the two nations.

“I warmly congratulate Sé� bastien 
Lecornu on his appointment as Prime 
Minister and extend my best wishes to 
him in this high mission in service of the 

people of France,” Pashinyan wrote on X 
(formerly Twitter).

The Armenian leader emphasized that 
Armenia remains committed to further 
strengthening Armenian-French relations 
and advancing them toward a strategic 
partnership.

President Emmanuel Macron has 
named close ally Sé�bastien Lecornu as 
the new French prime minister, 24 hours 
after a vote of confidence ousted François 
Bayrou as head of government

Armenian, Austrian security officials discuss regional developments

 The Secretary of the Security Council of 
Armenia Armen Grigoryan met with Peter 

Launsky, Austria’s Special Envoy on Global 
Affairs, in Vienna, the Armenian Security 
Council’s press office reported.

During the meeting, the officials ex-
changed views on further steps to ensure 
peace and stability in the South Caucasus. 
The Armenian Security Council Secretary 
highlighted issues related to regional con-
nectivity and presented the Armenian gov-
ernment’s “Crossroads of Peace” initiative, 

emphasizing the importance of inclusivity 
in regional projects.

The sides also discussed key areas of 
bilateral cooperation and the progress of 
ongoing programs. In this context, they 
underscored the creation of broad eco-
nomic opportunities as a result of regional 
unblocking and reaffirmed their readiness 
to expand bilateral cooperation within 
this framework.

Armenia reaffirms readiness to promptly sign peace agreement  
with Azerbaijan

 The Armenian Foreign Ministry reit-
erated on Saturday its readiness to sign 
the peace agreement with Azerbaijan in 
the shortest time possible.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Ani 
Badalyan, reacting to Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hakan Fidan’s statement that he 
expects the Armenian-Azerbaijani treaty 
to be signed in the first half of 2026, told 

Armenpress that Yerevan is ready to sign 
the agreement as soon as possible.

“When, on March 13 of this year, the 
finalization of the text of the Armeni-
an-Azerbaijani agreement was announced, 
Armenia simultaneously expressed its 
readiness to swiftly sign the agreement. 
This approach was reaffirmed with the 
initialling of the agreement on August 

8, which, as an important development 
marking the establishment of peace, re-
ceived broad international support. Ar-
menia’s principled position regarding the 
signing date has not changed: signing the 
agreement within the shortest possible 
time frame would be a significant step to-
ward the institutionalization of the estab-
lished peace,” Badalyan told Armenpress.

https://armenpress.am/en/article/1229574
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FM Mirzoyan, U.S. official discuss Washington agreements

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mir-
zoyan on September  12 received Brendan 
Hanrahan, Senior Bureau Official for Eu-
ropean and Eurasian Affairs at the U.S. 
State Department.

The sides discussed steps to further 
develop the Armenia-U.S. strategic part-
nership across all areas of interest. They 
also emphasized the implementation of 
the bilateral memorandums signed on 
August 8, as well as opportunities for in-
novative cooperation in energy, artificial 
intelligence and semiconductors.

In addition, Mirzoyan and Hanrahan 
addressed issues related to the trilateral 
declaration signed by the leaders of Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan, and the United States in 
Washington, including the implementation 

of the Trump Route for International Peace 
and Prosperity (TRIPP).

Both parties highlighted the impor-
tance of expanding communications and 
infrastructure networks based on agreed 
principles, in the context of regional peace 
and broader connectivity.

Minister Mirzoyan expressed appreci-
ation for the ongoing support and efforts 
of the U.S.

 The meeting also included an ex-
change of views on international and re-
gional developments.

TRIPP project is matter of Armenia-US bilateral discussion: Pashinyan
 Point 4 of the declaration 

on the “Trump Route,” signed 
in Washington on August 8, 
states that the TRIPP project is 
a matter of discussion between 
Armenia and the United States, 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
said during a Q&A session with 
Cabinet members in parliament.

“Civil Contract” faction MP 
Arusyak Julhakyan noted that, 
following the August 8 Washing-
ton agreements, Azerbaijani President 
Ilham Aliyev once again used the term 
“Zangezur Corridor,” which contradicts 
the name “Trump Route” used in the 
declaration.

“There is an objective reality, and there 
are subjective perceptions. The objective 
reality is that Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have once again recognized each other’s 
territorial integrity, sovereignty, jurisdic-
tion, and the inviolability of borders in 
Washington,” Pashinyan said.

The Prime Minister presented a photo-
copy of the declaration from Washington, 
which bears his signature confirming the 
creation of an infrastructure called TRIPP 
in Armenia.

“But that’s not the whole story. This 
protocol also has the signature of the 

President of the United States. And that’s 
not the whole story either, it also bears the 
signature of the President of Azerbaijan,” 
Pashinyan said, adding that the three sides 
have defined the framework for regional 
communications and de-blockade.

He underlined that Point 4 of the docu-
ment clearly states that the TRIPP project 
is an issue on the agenda of discussions 
between Armenia and the United States.

“The question will arise: what does 
Azerbaijan have to do with that topic? The 
connection is that the communications 
of Armenia and Azerbaijan should be in-
terconnected. But the TRIPP project is a 
matter of bilateral discussion between 
Armenia and the United States. And it 
has the signature of not only the Prime 
Minister of Armenia and the President 

of the United States, but also 
the President of Azerbaijan,” 
Pashinyan said.

He added that Armenia and 
the United States have signed a 
memorandum of intent on the 
development of the Crossroads 
of Peace project.

“Thereby, the United States 
and we have agreed that the 
project will be implemented 
based on the principle of Ar-

menia’s territorial integrity, sovereignty 
and inviolability of its borders. The United 
States is interested in investing there. This 
is the objective reality, the rest is subjec-
tive,” he said.

Pashinyan stressed that no infrastruc-
ture with the name mentioned by Aliyev 
can exist on Armenian territory.

“But I cannot exclude that this name 
has become so popular in Azerbaijan that 
any infrastructure passing through its ter-
ritory, including those that should join the 
Trump Route, may be called by that name. 
But it has nothing to do with the sovereign 
territory of the Republic of Armenia, the 
agenda of the Republic of Armenia or the 
agreements reached in Washington,” the 
Prime Minister emphasized.
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Armenian FM meets NATO Ambassadors, highlights peace efforts and 
democratic reforms

﻿On September 12, Armenia’s Foreign 
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan met with a del-
egation of permanent representatives of 
NATO member states.

During the meeting, Minister Mirzoyan 
outlined Armenia’s approach to devel-
oping its partnership with NATO and its 
member countries, as well as the ongoing 
joint work being carried out in this di-
rection. The sides also discussed existing 
opportunities for further cooperation.

Mirzoyan highlighted the agreements 
reached on August 8 in Washington as 
one of the most significant developments 
on the path toward peace in the region, 
informing the ambassadors about the on-
going discussions aimed at implementing 

these agreements.
In the context of Armenia’s foreign 

and security policy, the Foreign Minister 
presented Armenia’s vision for strength-
ening democratic institutions and resil-
ience amid a dynamically changing global 
environment, promoting stability in the 
South Caucasus, and advancing bilateral 
relations across multiple fields.

Mirzoyan also answered questions 
from the NATO ambassadors, and the 
sides exchanged views on current inter-
national developments.

Russia says it will comment on US-brokered ‘Trump Route’ after seeing 
project details

Russia will be ready to discuss the 
US-brokered transport corridor be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan once 
it has reviewed the project in detail, 
Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Maria Zakharova said at a press brief-
ing, TASS reports.

“We will be able to form a final under-
standing of how this transport route will 
function in practice once we have familiar-
ized ourselves with its specific details. This 
has not happened yet,” Zakharova stated.

She stressed that the involvement 
of non-regional players in South Cauca-
sus affairs, including efforts to unblock 

transportation routes, should primarily 
serve the interests of the countries of the 
region and their immediate neighbors.

Zakharova also noted several factors 
that must be taken into account, including 
Armenia’s membership in the Eurasian 
Economic Union’s (EAEU) customs space, 
the fact that South Caucasus Railway is a 
subsidiary of Russian Railways, and that 
Russian border guards, under an inter-
national treaty, protect the borders in the 
area where the route is expected to pass.

She recalled that many important 
agreements were reached within the 
framework of the trilateral working group 

on unblocking regional transport com-
munications and emphasized that these 
agreements remain relevant. “Therefore, 
we look forward to continuing productive 
dialogue with the Armenian side on this 
topic,” Zakharova concluded.

Armenian interior minister, U.S. official discuss Trump Route
Minister of Internal Affairs Arpine 

Sargsyan has met with Brendan Hanrahan, 
the U.S. State Department’s Senior Bureau 
Official for the Bureau of European and 
Eurasian Affairs. 

Minister Sargsyan attached importance 
to the initialing  of the Armenian-Azerbai-
jani peace agreement on August 8 through 
U.S. mediation and emphasized Washing-
ton’s significant role in establishing peace, 
the ministry said in a readout. She also 
lauded the signing of the three memo-
randa of understanding between Armenia 
and the United States, which creates new 
opportunities of cooperation.

The minister also spoke about the ef-
fective bilateral cooperation, highlighting 
the fight against organized crime, cyber-
crimes and illegal immigration. Sargsyan 

attached importance to U.S. support for 
police reforms and underscored the on-
going discussions around launching a 
cyberlaboratory.

The U.S. State Department official laud-
ed the close partnership between Armenia 
and the United States and attached im-
portance to continual cooperation with 

the interior ministry.
Issues pertaining to TRIPP (Trump 

Route for International Peace and Pros-
perity), which has been presented based 
on the principles of preserving Armenia’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, were 
also discussed.

Other issues related to cooperation 
were addressed.

The Trump Route for International 
Peace and Prosperity is a connectivity 
project in Armenia envisaged under the 
U.S.-brokered Armenian-Azerbaijani joint 
declaration signed in Washington, D.C. 

The project is expected to unlock stra-
tegic economic opportunities that will 
create long term benefits by promoting 
infrastructure investment and enhancing 
regional connectivity. 
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Russia expects steps by Armenia and Azerbaijan to organize 3+3 meeting
 Moscow expects Armenia and Azer-

baijan to take “practical steps” to swiftly 
agree on the venue and timeframe of the 
next 3+3 format meeting, Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova 
has said.

Speaking at  a  press  brief ing , 
Zakharova described the 3+3 format 
as a “productive platform” in terms of 

Armenian-Azerbaijani normalization and 
discussions on important matters pertain-
ing to the region.

“Moscow is ready to support the part-
ners in all directions,” she said, adding that 
Russia prioritizes “sustainable reconcil-
iation” between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan and strengthening of peace in South 
Caucasus.

The idea of the 3+3 platform for re-
gional cooperation was brought forward 
by Turkiye and Azerbaijan after the 2020 
Nagorno Karabakh war and was supposed 
to include Armenia, Russia, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Turkey and Iran, however Geor-
gia has repeatedly refused to participate. 
The platform has held a few meetings since 
its inception.

Armenia proposes reducing mandatory military service term  
to 18 months

 The Ministry of Defense of Armenia 
has submitted for public discussion a 
draft amendment to the Law on “Military 
Service and the Status of Servicemen,” 
proposing to shorten the duration of man-
datory military service.

According to the draft, published on 
the government’s e-draft.am platform, 
the length of compulsory service will be 

reduced by six months starting with the 
2026 summer conscription. This means 
that the service term for conscripts will 
be set at 18 months instead of the current 
24 months.

In its justification, the Ministry noted 
that significant steps have been taken in 
recent years to expand the system of con-
tractual (professional) military service. 

Among these measures are the introduc-
tion of the “Defender of the Homeland” 
program, the establishment of a profes-
sional sergeant corps, the implementation 
of a certification system for servicemen, 
and the organization of long-term service 
in border units with the retention of mil-
itary pensions.

The Ministry underlined that these 
initiatives have already shown positive 
results and are making contractual service 
more attractive. Against this backdrop, 
it considers the reduction of compulso-
ry service duration both reasonable and 
feasible.

If approved, the reform will take effect 
from the 2026 summer draft, marking a 
significant change in Armenia’s military 
service system.

Armenian FM hints at possible developments in border delimitation 
with Azerbaijan

 Question and answer session between 
the RA Government and National Assem-
bly took place at the RA National Assembly 
in Yerevan, Armenia

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat 

Mirzoyan has addressed ongoing negoti-
ations with Azerbaijan, highlighting pros-
pects for progress in border delimitation 
and regional connectivity projects.

Speaking during a Q&A session in 
Parliament on September 10, Mirzoyan 
described the Washington Declaration and 
the initialing of a peace treaty as “land-
mark events.” He stressed that achiev-
ing lasting peace is a long-term process 
requiring care, caution, and consistency.

“Today, we are working with Azerbai-
jan in the direction of unblocking. There 
may be new developments in the border 
delimitation process,” Mirzoyan said, 

adding that discussions are also contin-
uing with US partners, particularly on 
railway and other joint infrastructure 
projects.

The foreign minister underlined that 
humanitarian issues remain a top prior-
ity for Armenia, including the release of 
prisoners of war and detained persons, as 
well as clarifying the fate of the missing.

While acknowledging that challeng-
es will persist even after the signing of a 
peace treaty, Mirzoyan emphasized that 
the risks of escalation and renewed armed 
conflict have been reduced to a minimum 
at this stage.
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US announces $145 million in aid to Armenia

The US will provide $145 million in 
assistance to Armenia as part of efforts 

to expand regional connectivity and eco-
nomic development, an official announced 
September 11.

Brendan Hanrahan, the senior bureau 
official for the State Department’s Bureau 
of European and Eurasian Affairs, said in a 
post on the US social media company X’s 
platform that he was excited to “advance 
the commitments made by our countries 
at (US President Donald) Trump’s historic 

peace summit.”
“Here in Yerevan, I am thrilled to an-

nounce that, working with Congress, we 
plan to provide $145 million in assistance 
for Armenia, which marks the first ma-
jor step toward making TRIPP a reality. 
Enjoyed productive discussions on our 
shared goals for expanding regional con-
nectivity and economic investment,” he 
said.

Tehran hosts third Armenia-Iran-India meeting
 The third trilateral meeting of the Re-

public of Armenia, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the Republic of India at the level 
of regional directors general of the foreign 
ministries of the three countries was held 
on September 8, 2025 hosted by Tehran. 
The Iranian delegation was headed by H. 
E. Mr. Mohammad Reza Bahrami, Director 
General for South Asia at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran; the Indian delegation was led by 
H. E. Mr. Anand Prakash, Joint Secretary 
(PAI), of the Ministry of External Affairs of 
the Republic of India; and the Armenian 
delegation was chaired by H. E. Ms. Ana-
hit Karapetyan, Head of the Asia-Pacific 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Armenia.

The three parties expressed satisfac-
tion with the regular and annual holding 
of the trilateral meeting, reviewed the 
progress achieved as a result of decisions 
made at the first meeting hosted in Yere-
van in April 2023 and the second meeting 
hosted in New Delhi in December 2024. 

They further emphasized fulfillment of the 
goals set for the said meetings in order 
to secure mutual interests and promote 
prosperity and welfare in the region.

The three sides at this meeting empha-
sized expanding and deepening coopera-
tion, especially in the fields of connectivity, 
the International North-South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC), and the Armenian 
“Crossroads of Peace” project, utilizing 

the strategic position of the Chabahar port 
in this regard. The parties also reviewed 
and stressed initiatives aimed at further 
developing relations in economic, trade, 
culture, people to people relations and 
other areas of mutual interest.

By mutual agreement, it was decided 
that the next trilateral meeting will be 
held next year in Armenia on a mutually 
convenient date to the three parties.

High economic activity maintained throughout 2024, says cenbank 
governor

Central Bank Governor Martin Galstyan 
on September 9  credited the high growth 
in services, construction, and trade for the 
strong economic activity throughout 2024. 
He made the remarks in parliament dur-
ing a presentation of the Central Bank’s 
annual report.

“Nonetheless, a certain slowdown was 
recorded in the second half of the year, and 
economic growth approached the stable, 
long-term assessed level, amounting to 

5.9% for 2024,” he said.
He noted that a gradual slowdown 

was recorded in the pace of foreign de-
mand growth, mostly due to a drop in 
tourism. “Instead, domestic demand was 
significantly boosted, mainly due to high 
growth in private consumption, driven by 
a continuous increase in income and the 
spending of savings.”

Martin Galstyan stated that by the end 
of 2024, the 12-month inflation rate was 

1.5%, while the 12-month core inflation 
rate was 0.9%.
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Taylor & Francis Releases Landmark Routledge Handbook of China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative in Eurasia, Edited by Mher D. Sahakyan and 

Kevin Lo

On  September 15, 2025, Taylor & Fran-
cis published the Routledge Handbook of 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative in Eurasia 
edited by Mher D. Sahakyan and Kevin 
Lo. Scholars from East, West, North, and 
South engage with Belt and Road Initiative 
concepts to create a book that will be of 
interest to policymakers, businesspeople, 
scholars, and students of area studies, cy-
bersecurity, digitalization, economics, se-
curity studies, the politics of international 
trade, foreign policy, global governance, 
and international organizations. Covering 
the impact of the Belt and Road Initiative 
on the Eurasian continent, the ten parts 
explain the geopolitical and geoeconomic 
dynamics along six major economic cor-
ridors, with case studies on Europe, West 
Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, East Asia, 
Central Asia, and the Russian Far East.

As Dr. Yuntian Zheng, Professor at the 
School of International Studies and the 
director of the World Socialism Institute 
in Renmin University of China, mentioned: 
“Dr. Mher D. Sahakyan and Dr. Kevin Lo 
united scholars from different parts of 
the world to present all voices from East, 
West, North, and South. The authors ana-
lyzed the Belt and Road Initiative’s corri-
dors, providing recommendations on the 
further development of the Initiative. In 
my opinion, the features of this new Hand-
book are consistent with the substance 

of the conjunction of global initiatives, 
which brings additional opportunities for 
further research. There is no doubt that 
in a Multipolar World Order 2.0, the Rou-
tledge Handbook of China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative in Eurasia, which represents the 
collaboration among and beyond Eurasian 
academic boundaries or nationalities, will 
provide scholarly welfare and inspiration 
for global readers, bringing new ideas and 
research.”

Dr. Narayanappa Janardhan, Director 
of the Research and Analysis of the An-
war Gargash Diplomatic Academy, UAE, 
noted: “Amid geographically non-congru-
ous arrangements gaining traction as a 
way of readjusting to the evolving power 
transition in the world, the Belt and Road 
Initiative continues to be a bellwether of 
‘reglobalisation’. In its avatar 3.0, this ‘pro-
ject of the century’ continues to encom-
pass more than its old and new economic 
value, along with cultural, political, space, 
and security dynamics. The Routledge 
Handbook of China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive in Eurasia demonstrates well how the 
Initiative facilitates the transformation of 
Asia into Eurasia and beyond, thus making 
this a multi-networked and multi-aligned 
ecosystem. It also underscores the BRI’s 
relevance as a global phenomenon, despite 
the new political realities in the United 
States and the concerns about China’s eco-
nomic slowdown. Finally, in an era of ‘cor-
ridorisation’, the Handbook contributors 
reinforce the mantra: “It doesn’t matter 
whether the cat is black or white, so long 
as it catches mice.”

Dr. Kevin Lo, Department Chair and 
Associate Professor of Geography; Director 
of David C. Lam Institute for East–West 

Studies, Hong Kong Baptist Universnty 
noted: “The Routledge Handbook of Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative in Eurasia 
provides a timely and interdisciplinary 
discussion on how the BRI can promote 
Eurasian connectivity, infrastructure de-
velopment, and sustainable development; 
the main challenges it faces; and how to 
overcome them. This book is divided into 
ten parts, containing 29 chapters, bringing 
together the collective efforts and wisdom 
of scholars from various Eurasian coun-
tries. It offers an indepth analysis of the 
interactions and cooperation between Chi-
na and Eurasian countries from political, 
economic, and cultural perspectives.  We 
hope this book will provide valuable 
references and insights for academics, 
policymakers, and readers interested in 
the BRI, helping to find better paths for 
cooperation and development. Finally, we 
thank all the scholars, experts, and part-
ners who participated in the writing and 
editing of this book. It is your dedication 
and wisdom that made this work possible.”

Dr. Mher D. Sahakyan, Director of the 
“China-Eurasia” Council for Political and 
Strategic Research, expressed gratitude 
to all the authors of the Routledge Hand-
book of China’s Belt and Road Initiative in 
Eurasia who have put in a lot of hard work 
and dedication to achieve this result. As he 
mentioned, this academic accomplishment 
was a result of the teamwork and network-
ing of scholars from 23 countries.  As Sa-
hakyan noted, “Academic diversity is our 
strength, enabling well-balanced, united 
research where every voice is heard”. He 
also thanked Mr. Rob Sorsby, the Routledge 
team, and other colleagues for their sup-
port and advice. 

page PB

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9781003513872/routledge-handbook-china-belt-road-initiative-eurasia-mher-sahakyan-kevin-lo
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Armenia, US explore new avenues for trade and investment
 Armenia’s Minister of Economy re-

ceived Brendan Hanrahan, Director of 
the US State Department’s Bureau of Eu-
ropean and Eurasian Affairs, for a meeting 
focused on strengthening economic ties 
between Armenia and the United States. 
Deputy Minister Anushik Avetian and US 
Ambassador to Armenia Kristina Kvien 
were also in attendance.

The discussions covered prospects for 
expanding economic cooperation and in-
creasing bilateral trade. The two sides 
reviewed opportunities to deepen collab-
oration across several key sectors, includ-
ing trade and investment, agriculture and 

food safety, energy, high technologies and 
innovation, IT and the digital economy, as 
well as tourism.

Both parties emphasized the impor-
tance of advancing mutually beneficial 
cooperation and reaffirmed their readi-
ness to continue joint efforts to strengthen 
economic ties, improve the investment 
climate, and promote new initiatives.

Minister of Economy highlighted 
Armenia’s strong interest in the TRIPP 
communication program and proposed de-
veloping projects within a public-private 
partnership (PPP) framework to attract 
private investment. He also suggested 

drafting a detailed roadmap for the pro-
gram’s implementation.

The meeting also included an exchange 
of views on the “Crossroads of Peace” in-
itiative. The Minister stressed that the 
project is not only aimed at boosting eco-
nomic connectivity but also at promoting 
peace and stability in the region, contrib-
uting to enhanced regional cooperation 
and reducing tensions.

Finally, the Minister underlined Arme-
nia’s appreciation for US expertise and 
support in modernizing infrastructure 
and strengthening border security.

Armenian High-Tech Industry minister meets  
U.S. State Department delegation

 Armenian Minister of High-Tech In-
dustry Mkhitar Hayrapetyan received the 
delegation led by Brendan Hanrahan, the 
U.S. State Department’s Senior Bureau 
Official for the Bureau of European and 
Eurasian Affairs.

“Welcoming the members of the dele-
gation, Minister Hayrapetyan emphasized 
the importance of the visit, noting that the 
continuous development and strengthen-
ing of Armenia–U.S. bilateral relations is 
a strategic priority for the Government 
of Armenia. He stressed that this visit is 

considered an important step toward es-
tablishing a new quality of relations,” the 
ministry said in a readout. 

“During the meeting, Minister Hay-
rapetyan expressed confidence that the 
delegation’s visit would significantly con-
tribute to the effective implementation 
of the measures envisaged by the Mem-
orandum of Understanding on Innova-
tive Partnership in the Fields of Artificial 
Intelligence and Semiconductors, signed 
between the Governments of Armenia and 
the United States on August 8. According 
to the Minister, this cooperation creates 
broad opportunities for the development 
of Armenia’s economy. In his remarks, 
Brendan Hanrahan emphasized that the 
content of the Armenia–U.S. Memorandum 
of Understanding demonstrates the signif-
icant potential for bilateral cooperation 
in the technology sector. A wide range of 

issues were discussed during the meeting, 
including the possibilities for developing 
coordinated policies in the field of artificial 
intelligence, implementing investments in 
Armenia’s semiconductor ecosystem, and 
developing capabilities for chip design, 
verification, and testing. The sides also 
touched upon the expansion of U.S. multi-
national companies’ representation in Ar-
menia, investment promotion, streamlin-
ing of export procedures, implementation 
of R&D projects, as well as the issuance 
of an export license for Firebird’s infra-
structure intended for an AI data center 
and opportunities for improving exist-
ing solutions. Particular emphasis was 
placed on expanding cooperation in the 
fields of cybersecurity and space, as well 
as exploring other potential directions for 
the further development of Armenia–U.S. 
relations in the technology sector.”

Armenia participates in Africa Climate Summit
 On September 8-10, the Delegation of 

the Republic of Armenia, participated in 
the Second Africa Climate Summit (ACS2) 
held in Addis Ababa.

In his remarks, Ambassador Mher 
Margaryan, the Head of the Negotiating 
Team of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Armenia for the 17th Conference of the 
Parties (COP17) to the UN Convention 

on Biological Diversity, emphasized Ar-
menia’s readiness to expand cooperation 
with African partners, stressing shared 
challenges and mutual interests in the 
field of biodiversity.

Mher Margaryan also reiterated Ar-
menia’s readiness to raise the concerns 
of vulnerable regions, foster inclusive 
partnerships, and mobilize international 

financial resources within the framework 
of its COP17 Presidency, scheduled for 
2026.

During the visit, Ambassador Margar-
yan held bilateral meetings with African 
partners to discuss prospects for enhanced 
cooperation, including in the context of 
the COP-17 conference.

 page PB
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Environment Minister reaffirms Armenia’s commitment to biodiversity 
protection

Armenian Minister of Environment 
Hambardzum Matevosyan on September 
12  reaffirmed the country’s commitment 
to preserving biodiversity. 

He made the remarks at the Road to 
COP17 initiative’s launch event organized 
by the Ministry of Environment and the 
American University of Armenia Acopian 
Center for the Environment in collabora-
tion with the Secretariat of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD).

He said that Armenia has been consist-
ently implementing the goals of the CBD 
ever since joining it in 1993.

13% of Armenian territory presently 
encompasses protected areas, and author-
ities aim to increase the number in the 
next five years in line with international 
standards.

“Armenia’s vision until 2030 is to view 

the preservation of biodiversity as a pil-
lar of national security, economic devel-
opment and social stability. We want to 
establish an approach where nature be-
comes an equal partner and not a victim 
on the road of economic development,” 
Matevosyan said, highlighting internation-
al cooperation and involvement of youth.

United Nations Resident Coordinator 
in Armenia Françoise Jacob said that the 

biodiversity topic is a great opportunity 
to raise awareness about Armenia’s nat-
ural heritage. “Unfortunately, few people 
both in and out of the country know that 
Armenia is considered to be one of the 
thirty biodiversity hotspots in the world,” 
she said.

She said that hosting COP17 must be 
not only a measure of increasing interna-
tional reputation but also form a broad 
perception and support within the country 
for the goals. 

“The government, universities, civil 
society and private sector must unite ef-
forts to ensure a green and sustainable 
future,” she said.

The 17th meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (COP17) will take place in 
Armenia in 2026.

Pashinyan credits legitimacy for ‘unlimited’ available foreign defense 
markets

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan on 
September 15 credited legitimacy for what 
he described as the “unlimited” foreign 
armament markets available to Armenia’s 
military for defensive purposes. 

He addressed military matters during 
the Comprehensive Security and Resil-
ience 2025 International Conference in 
Yerevan.

“We’ve always said that we need a 
strong army,” Pashinyan noted. “But this 
is also one of those topics where we must 
ask ourselves: what does a strong army 
actually mean? Stronger than whom? One, 
two, three, or four potential adversaries?

If it turns out that one nominal adver-
sary is supported by two or three other 
powerful actors, that this entire strategy 

could be rendered meaningless,” he said, 
adding that the term “strong” must be 
clarified — does it mean strong alone or 
strong together with allies?

“If it means together with allies, 
dozens of questions arise. If it means 
without allies, questions arise here too. 
Therefore, there is an urgent need to 
clarify our terminology,” Pashinyan said. 
He emphasized that articulating the mili-
tary’s core objective stems from this line 
of questioning.

“The Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Armenia have no tasks beyond the 
country’s internationally recognized 
borders. Their objective is to protect the 
internationally recognized territory of 

the Republic of Armenia. This is strat-
egy of legitimacy in the context of the 
military,” Pashinyan said, highlighting 
the tangible outcomes of this approach. 
“In the past, Armenia’s access to weapons 
and armaments markets was highly limit-
ed — not only geographically, but also in 
terms of availability. Today, our markets 
are essentially unlimited. Why? Because 
no country discussing military-technical 
cooperation with us has to worry that the 
weapons could be used for illegitimate 
international purposes.

No one can dispute Armenia’s right 
to defend its sovereign, internationally 
recognized territory. This is undisputable,” 
he concluded.

Armenian customs service to operate along TRIPP, says official
 The Armenian customs service will 

operate on TRIPP – the Trump Route for 
International Peace and Prosperity, an 
Armenian official said Friday.

“I reaffirm that the customs service 
will operate there,” State Revenue Com-
mittee Chairman Eduard Hakobyan said in 

parliament in response to a question from 
opposition MP Artsvik Minasyan from the 
Hayastan faction.

“Regarding details, they are subject 
to discussion. Nonetheless, regardless of 
that, our general customs policy is total, 
meaning, we are carrying out reforms 

towards facilitating trade on all our bor-
ders,” Hakobyan said.

The Trump Route for International 
Peace and Prosperity is a connectivity 
project in Armenia envisaged under the 
U.S.-brokered Armenian-Azerbaijani joint 
declaration signed in Washington, D.C. 
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Catholicos of All Armenians to meet Pope Leo XIV at the Vatican
His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme 

Patriarch and Catholicos of All Ar-
menians, departed for the Vatican 
on September 15 for a meeting with 
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV.

The Catholicos is accompanied 
by Bishop Daniel Findikyan, Head 
of the Graduate Division of the Ge-
vorkian Theological Seminary; Rev. 
Fr. Garegin Hambardzumyan, Direc-
tor of the Mother See’s Inter-Church 
Relations Department; Rev. Fr. Yesayi Grigoryan, the Catholicos’ staff-bearer; and 

Rev. Fr. Vahram Melikyan, Director 
of the Catholicosate’s Information 
Department.

In the Vatican, His Holiness Ka-
rekin II will be joined by Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian, Pontifical Legate 
of Western Europe and Representa-
tive of the Catholicos of All Armeni-
ans to the Holy See, as well as Bishop 
Hovakim Manukyan, Primate of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in 

the United Kingdom and Ireland.

Armenian prosecutor-general, Swiss counterpart discuss partnership

Prosecutor-General of Armenia, Anna 
Vardapetyan, held a meeting on September 
9  with Attorney General of the Swiss Con-
federation Stefan Blä� ttler, on the sidelines 

of the 30th Annual Conference and General 
Meeting of the International Association 
of Prosecutors (IAP) in Singapore.

Vardapetyan thanked her Swiss coun-
terpart for accepting the invitation to hold 
a meeting and discuss prospects for devel-
oping cooperation in the criminal justice 
sector, Vardapetyan’s office said in a press 
release.

Vardapetyan lauded the existing co-
operation between the prosecutions of 
Armenia and Switzerland and expressed 
gratitude for the support by Swiss part-
ners within the framework of money 

laundering investigations in Armenia.
The discussion also touched upon 

the opportunities of developing interna-
tional-legal cooperation and prospects of 
deepening partnership between the two 
countries as part of Eurojust.

Vardapetyan was nominated as mem-
ber of the IAP Executive Committee during 
the body’s April 8 meeting in Buenos Aires. 
The election of a member to the Executive 
Committee is expected during the current 
session.

Armenian President comments on transforming ties with Russia into 
collegial relations

In recent years, Armenia has reached 
the point where its relations with Russia 
have truly become collegial, President 
Vahagn Khachaturyan has said.

“Now the relations with Russia are 
completely different; they are truly part-
nership relations. The relationship be-
tween Russia and Armenia is not that of 
a younger brother and older brother, but 
simply collegial relations. This is what we 

have actually achieved over the past four 
years,” he said in an interview with the 
Russian RTVI.

Armenia wants its Russian partners to 
take into account the independent deci-
sions of the Armenian authorities, he said.

“The Armenian government works 
for the well-being and prosperity of the 
residents of Armenia and the Republic of 
Armenia. Therefore, the Armenian govern-
ment and authorities must independently 
decide with whom and how to conduct 
trade and maintain diplomatic relations,” 
the President of Armenia stated.

He also commented on Russian Deputy 
PM Alexey Overchuk’s statement that Ar-
menia “must make a choice between the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and 
the EU since it is not possible to sit on 
two chairs at the same time.” Overchuk 

made the comments after the Armenian 
parliament passed the EU bill.

Khachaturyan said Overchuk himself 
must be asked what he meant by saying 
“sit on two chairs.”

“In any case, now no one is telling 
us anything, and we are not violating 
anything. We are working under the 
conditions that exist within the EAEU 
framework. The conditions that exist 
economically in the European Union, we 
are working with those, and so far there 
have been no problems. In general, what 
is the need to talk about this now? What is 
the need to put that question so sharply? 
Why is Overchuk presenting this issue 
differently to the Russian public? There 
are trade agreements and certain arrange-
ments. Are they working? Yes, they are 
working,” he said.

https://armenpress.am/en/article/1215464
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Yerevan to host Countries Under the Same Roof International Forum 
and Awarding Ceremony

Yerevan will host the Countries Un-
der the Same Roof International Forum 
and Awards, bringing together over 200 
businessmen from finance, management, 
tourism, insurance and other business 
sectors.

The event will be held from September 
30 to October 1, organized by the Council 
of the International Business Relations 
Support. 

The organization’s President, Mariam 
Manukyan, said at a press conference that 
they expect delegates from 11 countries.

“Delegates from the United States, 
Czech Republic, Cyprus, Russia, Canada, 
Iran and other countries will come to 

Armenia,” she said.
“We will put the emphasis on present-

ing Armenia’s economic and industrial 
opportunities, while Armenian business-
men will have the chance to establish new 
connections with international partners,” 
Manukyan added.

The awarding ceremony will feature 25 
categories – the Council of International 
Business Relations Support will award 
businessmen, diplomats, organizations 
and individuals who have had their con-
tribution in Armenian economic develop-
ment over the course of past years.

Furthermore, as part of a social pro-
gram, the Council will announce endorse-
ment to the My Way Educational Center, 
which focuses on children with autism. 

The Council also carries out educa-
tional capacity-building programs for 
Armenian businesses. 

Ucom supports ArmDrone Community in teaching technologies of the 
future

With the support of Ucom, ArmDrone 
Community NGO successfully completed 
a free one-month training program on 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). Young 
people aged 12-16 participated 
in the training, based on their in-
terest in the field, as well as the 
results of interviews and tests. 

Throughout the program, 
teenagers were introduced to 
cutting-edge drone technologies, 
fundamental principles of engi-
neering thinking, and the distinc-
tive features of FPV* (First-Per-
son View) drones. Participants 
acquired both theoretical knowl-
edge and hands-on experience in 
drone mechanical construction, 
software configuration, flight parameter 
adjustment, safety protocol compliance, 
competition strategies, and related tech-
nical skills.

“At Ucom, we are committed to sup-
porting initiatives that foster technological 
education and innovative thinking among 
young people. This FPV drone training 
program not only enabled teenagers to 
advance their technological expertise and 
practical skills but also inspired them to 
pursue further education in this field and 
become part of Armenia’s growing tech 
community,” stated Ralph Yirikian, General 
Director of Ucom.  

“Working alongside our partners, we 
are steadily cultivating drone culture 
throughout Armenia while expanding 
our community network. Thanks to the 

support of our partner Ucom, organizing 
the FPV drone championship and pro-
viding free educational opportunities for 
young people have brought us significantly 
closer to realizing our vision: developing 
this industry in Armenia, strengthening 
community bonds, and promoting inter-
national collaboration,” explained Hayk 
Karapetyan, founder of the “ArmDrone 
Community” NGO.

Upon completing the course, partici-
pants successfully passed both theoreti-

cal and practical examinations 
and received official completion 
certificates. Top-performing 
students have been invited to 
join the ArmDrone Community 
competitive team, giving them 
the chance to represent Arme-
nia in international FPV drone 
racing championships.

As part of the collaboration 
between Ucom and ArmDrone 
Community, the annual Mini 
Whoop Drone Racing 2025 in-
ternational championship took 

place on May 25, 2025. The event attracted 
over 40 participants ranging in age from 
11 to 60, representing Armenia, Georgia, 
Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan.
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Glendale considers introducing Western Armenian in schools
 For several years, students in 

Glendale Unified School District 
have had the chance to study 
Eastern Armenian through the 
district’s dual immersion pro-
gram. Now, for the first time, 
GUSD is exploring a program 
dedicated to Western Armenian, 
reports the Armenian National 
Committee of America Glendale 
(ANCA Glendale).

ANCA Glendale is calling it a 
turning point for language devel-
opment and community identity.

The City of Glendale has 
opened a survey to collect com-
munity feedback on this propos-
al. ANCA Glendale is urging residents to 
respond and show strong support, stress-
ing that the adoption of the program can 
depend on community members making 
their voices heard.

“We fought hard for Armenian lan-
guage programs to have a place in Glendale 

schools, and for years Eastern Armenian 
has thrived,” said Lucy Petrossian, Chair-
person of ANCA Glendale. “But Western 
Armenian is endangered worldwide. Every 
time a child in Glendale learns to read and 
speak it, we are helping secure the future 
of our culture. This is not just a program, 

it is an answer to a 
decades-long call from 
our community. We 
need every household 
to take the survey and 
help push this across 
the finish line.”

Glendale City Clerk 
Dr. Suzie Abajian em-
phasized the urgency 
of community partici-
pation, “We are grate-
ful that GUSD is taking 
an important step by 
conducting a feasibili-
ty study, but its success 
depends on community 

voices being heard. Surveys like this may 
seem small, but they are often decisive. If 
residents want Western Armenian to be 
included in our schools, now is the time 
to say so. Every single response tells deci-
sion-makers that the community is serious 
about keeping this language alive.”

First time ever, Armenian prosecutor-general elected to IAP Executive 
Committee

 Prosecutor-General of Armenia, Anna 

Vardapetyan, has been elected as member 
of the Executive Committee of the Inter-
national Association of Prosecutors (IAP).

The election took place during the 
body’s meeting in Singapore on Septem-
ber 9, Vardapetyan’s office said. 

Vardapetyan was nominated as mem-
ber of the IAP Executive Committee dur-
ing the organization’s April 8 meeting in 

Buenos Aires. Armenia has been a mem-
ber of the IAP since 1999 but this marks 
the first time that an Armenian Prosecu-
tor-General was nominated to the Exec-
utive Committee. 

450 delegates from 80 countries are in 
Singapore for the 30th Annual Conference 
and General Meeting of the International 
Association of Prosecutors (IAP).

Armenia ratifies ILO Violence and Harassment Convention
﻿The Armenian parliament has rati-

fied the International Labour Organiza-
tion’s (ILO) Violence and Harassment 
Convention.

The bill passed with 94 votes in favor.
The Armenian legislation already 

prohibits forced labor, discrimination, 
violence or harassment, but the ratifica-
tion of the convention implies additional 
reforms, the Ministry of Labor and Social 

Affairs said.
The Violence and Harassment 

Convention, formally the Convention 
concerning the elimination of violence 
and harassment in the world of work is 
a convention to “recognize the right of 
everyone to a world of work free from 
violence and harassment, including gen-
der-based violence and harassment”. It is 
the 190th ILO convention (code C190) and 
was adopted during the 108th session of 
the International Labour Organization.
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Armenia’s “Armath” robotics team wins gold at World Robot Olympiad

 Armenia’s “Armath” robotics team has 
returned home triumphant after winning 
first place in the junior age category of the 
World Robot Olympiad Open Champion-
ship, one of the most prestigious global 
competitions in robotics.

Representing the Armath engineer-
ing laboratories of Aygut village school 
(Gegharkunik region) and Yerevan School 

No.131, the young engineers scored 162 
points, outpacing Romania’s “3 Ways 
of Garbage” and Germany’s “JT-Inno-
vators,” who finished second and third 
respectively.

The winning team consisted of Ararat 
Bayanduryan and Grigor Khojayan from 
Aygut village school, and Vahe Gabrielyan 
from Yerevan School No.131. The team was 

coached and led by Shahen Arabachyan.
Their innovative project – a robotic 

device designed to detect leaks in gas pipe-
lines – impressed the judges and secured 
their victory.

This year’s Olympiad brought together 
214 teams from 44 countries, following a 
two-stage process. Teams first compete 
nationally, with Armenia’s contest organ-
ized by Contest Lab, and the highest-scor-
ing teams advance to the international 
round.

The champions were greeted at Yere-
van’s airport by the leadership of the Un-
ion of Advanced Technology Enterprises 
(UATE), headed by CEO Sargis Karapetyan

Launched in 2011, Armath is Armenia’s 
flagship national program for non-formal 
engineering education and one of UATE’s 
cornerstone initiatives. Implemented with 
the support of the Ministry of Education, 
Science, Culture and Sports, the program 
now operates around 630 engineering 
laboratories across the country – accessi-
ble in nearly every second school. Today, 
“Armath” stands as Armenia’s largest pub-
lic–private partnership.

Armenian sacred music resonates in Padua’s St. Francesco Church
 The cultural program “Armenian Sacred 

Music in European Cathedrals,” organized 
by the Pan-Armenian NGO Miasin and ded-
icated to the 156th anniversary of Komitas 
Vardapet’s birth, held its latest event at the 
historic St. Francesco Church in Padua.

The evening was part of the celebra-
tions marking the 325th anniversary of 
the Mekhitarist Congregation. It was at-
tended by members of the Mekhitarist 
Fathers, local clergy, representatives of 
the Armenian community, and numerous 
Italian guests.

Argentine-based musician Gagik 
Gasparyan, accompanied on organ by 
pianist Zoya Tukhmanova-Karapetyan, 
performed works by Komitas, Nerses 
Shnorhali, Grigor Narekatsi, and Mkhitar 
Ayrivanetsi, as well as selected pieces from 
European sacred music, receiving warm 
applause from the audience.

In his welcome address, Miasin found-
er and president Gevorg Chitchian 

expressed gratitude to Father Gevorg 
Vardapet Sargsyan, Abbot of the Mekhita-
rist Monastery, for co-organizing the event. 
He also thanked the Italy–Armenia Asso-
ciation for Italo-Armenian Friendship for 
its decades-long role in strengthening ties 
between Armenian communities and pro-
moting Armenian-Italian friendship since 
1991.

Chitchian extended his appreciation 
to St. Francesco Church for hosting the 
concert and addressed the international 
audience, emphasizing that their presence 
was a sign of deep respect for Armenian 
culture, spiritual identity, and creative 

spirit.
Father Don Massimo De Franceschi of 

St. Francesco Church welcomed the initia-
tive, noting that such events contribute to 
the dissemination of spiritual and cultural 
values.

Vardan Giacomelli, representing the It-
aly–Armenia Association, thanked Mia-
sin for its efforts to foster cultural dialogue 
between the two nations.

At the end of the evening, Miasin pre-
sented certificates of appreciation and 
commemorative gifts to St. Francesco 
Church and the Italy–Armenia Associ-
ation. Abbot Father Gevorg Vardapet 
Sargsyan concluded the event by award-
ing a commemorative medal on behalf of 
the Mekhitarist Congregation to Argen-
tine-Armenian Antonio Sarafian for his 
dedication to preserving and promoting 
Armenian culture in the diaspora and for 
supporting this initiative.
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10th anniversary Aurora Prize Ceremony on Elis Island to celebrate 
courage and generosity

 The Aurora Humanitarian Initiative 
will honor a remarkable group of philan-
thropists and humanitarians at the 10th 
Anniversary Aurora Prize Ceremony on 
November 6, 2025. The milestone event 
on historic Ellis Island—an enduring 
symbol of hope for a better future—will 
celebrate the courage and commitment of 
local humanitarians risking their lives to 
save others in some of the world’s most 
challenging environments. The evening 
will culminate in the announcement of 
the 2025 Aurora Prize Laureate, who will 
receive $1 million to support their front-
line humanitarian work and extend their 
impact through local humanitarians and 
grassroots relief organizations. 

Alice Greenwald, Board Member of 
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and 
Founder of Memory Matters LLC, said: 
“The symbolic setting of this gathering 
reminds us why Aurora was founded—to 
honor those whose generosity of spirit 
compels them to act with empathy and 
compassion in the face of great human 
suffering. The life-changing achievements 
of philanthropists and humanitarians cel-
ebrated by Aurora show that, even in a 
world that can feel short on empathy, we 
with are capable of being guided by kind-
ness and concern for others.” 

Alongside the Laureate and humani-
tarians, the Ceremony will honor remark-
able philanthropists who embody Aurora’s 
core value of Gratitude in Action—demon-
strating appreciation for the contributions 
and bravery of others through one’s own 
actions. These Honorees represent the 
enduring spirit of modern philanthropy, 
using their influence and resources to cre-
ate meaningful, lasting change: 

Henrietta H. Fore, Former Adminis-
trator of USAID, is a leader in advancing 
economic development, improving health 
and education, and delivering humanitar-
ian assistance. As the Executive Director 
of UNICEF, Ms. Fore led the organization’s 
largest ever childhood and vaccination 
procurement and delivery and spearhead-
ed efforts to assess the impact of climate 
change on children. 

Graça Machel, Founder of Graça 
Machel Trust and Foundation for Com�-
munity Development, is a women’s and 
children’s rights advocate who has dedi-
cated her life to advancing freedom, im-
proving education, and upholding human 
dignity. A former schoolteacher and the 
first Education Minister of Mozambique, 
Ms. Machel’s work with The Elders has 
shone a spotlight on humanitarian and 
human rights crises around the world. 

Michael Milken, Chairman of the 
Milken Institute, is a financier and phi-
lanthropist who has dedicated more than 
fifty years to supporting medical research, 
education, public health and expanding 
access to capital. As co-founder of the 
Milken Family Foundation and founder 
of the Milken Institute, he has helped 
accelerate scientific and social progress 
worldwide, exemplifying the power of 
strategic philanthropy. 

David Rubenstein, Co-Founder and 
Co-Chairman of Carlyle, is a financier and 
philanthropist whose global support for 
arts, education, health, and civic initiatives 
has left a lasting impact. Mr. Rubenstein 
serves as Chairman of several leading 
cultural and educational institutions, ad-
vancing public service through thoughtful 
and deliberate philanthropy. 

Reflecting on the significance of the 
occasion, Dr. Eric Esrailian, Co-Founder 
of the next chapter and Board Member of 
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative, added: 
“The Ceremony will highlight the profound 
connection between those who sought 
safety in the past and those who extend 
a hand to help others today. Our Hono-
rees are extraordinary individuals who 
embody the true meaning and spirit of 
modern philanthropy. Each has dedicated 
decades to making a tangible difference 
in the world in various ways, and their 
generosity extends a legacy of gratitude 
across generations.” 

The evening will be co-hosted by 
award-winning journalist Judy Woodruff 
and bestselling author David Ignatius and 
will feature live performances from Gram-
my-nominated artists Rufus Wainwright 
and Aloe Blacc.  
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Vahan Teryan:  140 Years of the Poet`s Legacy
This year marks the 140th birthday of 

Vahan Teryan, a renowned poet of Arme-
nian classical literature, whose poetry con-
veys tenderness, gentleness, subtlety, and 
deep devotion. His works have long become 
an inseparable part of cultural heritage.

One of his most famous collections, 
Twilight’s Dreams, has been translated 
into English, allowing new readers to dis-
cover the spirit of Armenian poetry and 
become acquainted with Teryan’s creative 
legacy. These two poems offer a glimpse 
into Teryan’s enchanting, tender, and af-
fectionate world.

As Nikolai Marr once remarked: ‘Anyone 
who has once experienced Vahan Teryan’s 
poetry will never, ever forget the gentle 
melodies of his songs, the warmth of his moving world, and the 
enchanting harmony of his poems.’   

Sadness

With smooth steps, unseen,
Like the soft wing of dusk,
A shadow passed,
Gently caressing flowers and grass.
At twilight’s hush,
Like the breeze swaying the trees,
A figure drifted by—
A pale girl in white...

In wide, deserted fields
She gently whispered,
As if speaking words of love
To the slumbering earth.

The whisper of that dreamy maiden
Lingered among the tender blooms,
And the flowers, with their sacred touch 
Filled my heart with warmth.

Estonian Song

When you’re tired,
And furious with the world —
Come back to me,
Come back to me once more.

My weary heart
Has lived for none but you,
And wishes not
To bring you pain anew.

If golden days and pleasures 
Beamed upon you,
And strangers greet you
With a tender smile,

Perhaps I may cry
For joy, not for sorrow,
But turn back,
Return to me once again.

If, far away,
A cruel twist of fate
Should touch your heart 
With merciless sorrow,

Oh, know this —
My soul will suffer too,
Sharing the inconsolable pain
You bear.

Written by Vahan Teryan
Translated by Hasmik Hovakimian
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Subscribe and watch Noyan 
Tapan programs on Noyan 
Tapan TV, and Noyan Tapan 

YouTube Channels.

https://www.youtube.com/@Noyan-
TapanTV (in Armenian)

https://www.youtube.com/@
NoyanTapanLiveTV (Special)

https://www.youtube.com/@Noy-
anTapan (in Russian)

Noyan Tapan introduces: “Discussions” welcoming an 
associate expert at the Research Center on Security, Samvel 

Meliksetyan


