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Head of the Supreme Judicial Council of Armenia resigns

Gagik Harutyunyan, the head of a state body overseeing Armenia’s courts, resigned on May 24, citing recent days’ developments that 
followed the government’s strong criticism of the Armenian judiciary.

In what may have been a related development, Harutyunyan’s brother Arzuman was dismissed as deputy director of the National Se-
curity Service. No official reason was given for the sacking proposed by Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and formalized by President 
Armen Sarkissian.

In a letter publicized by his spokesman, Harutyunyan said he no longer finds it “expedient” to head the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) 
“in view of ongoing developments relating to the judicial authority and courts and my concerns expressed in that regard through the 
media on May 20.”

“I wish you continued fruitful activities in the establishment of an independent judicial authority befitting a rule-of-law state,” read the 
letter addressed to members of the council.

The concerns cited by Harutyunyan followed Pashinyan’s May 19 appeal to his supporters to block the entrances to all court buildings 
in the country. The appeal came the day after a Yerevan court ordered former President Robert Kocharyan released from jail pending the 
outcome of his trial on coup and corruption charges. The court’s decision angered many allies and supporters of Pashinyan.

Speaking at a May 20 meeting with senior state officials, Pashinyan said that Armenian courts 
remain linked to “the former corrupt system” and distrusted by the population. He announced 
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One week after Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan’s visit to Beijing, the Armenian 
government formally approved on May 23 
an impending agreement on visa-free travel 
between Armenia and China.

Pashinyan said that the agreement is due 
to be signed during Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi’s upcoming trip to Armenia.

“We hope that it will invigorate relations 

between our countries and Armenia’s citi-
zens will be able to visit China without ob-
stacles,” he told a weekly cabinet meeting 
in Yerevan.

Presenting the draft agreement to the 
cabinet members, Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Grigor Hovannisyan said it will allow 
Armenian and Chinese citizens to stay in 
each other’s country visa-free for up to 90 
days. He said it also commits the two states 
to quickly deporting travelers “abusing” the 
new rules.

“The signing of the agreement is expected 
to lead to more active commercial, busi-
ness and tourism contacts between the two 
countries and a more effective use of the 
potential existing in this area,” added Ho-
vannisian.

Pashinyan noted that the agreement was 

reached during his working trip to China 
which began on May 14.

The Armenian leader met with Chi-
na’s President Xi Jinping and Premier Li 
Keqiang and took part in an international 
conference held in Beijing. “Constructive 
and productive relations with China are 
very important for us,” Pashinyan told Xi.

Xi reportedly reaffirmed his government’s 
desire to deepen political, economic and 
cultural ties with Armenia. According to an 
Armenian government statement, he said 
Chinese firms are ready to participate in 
major infrastructure projects in Armenia.

China is Armenia’s second largest trading 
partner. According to official Armenian sta-
tistics, Chinese-Armenian trade soared by 
over 29 percent in 2018, to $771 million.

POLITICS

A Cabinet meeting was held on May 23, 
chaired by Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan.The Government adopted a decision to 
establish the exact size of extra payments, 
define the concept of and the criteria for the 
exercise of military service under special 
conditions.
 Defense Minister Davit Tonoyan noted 

that in order to comply with the Prime Min-
ister’s directive to increase servicemen’s 
salaries, a bump on wages is envisaged for 
the exercise of official duties that will in-
crease servicemen’s salaries by an average 
of 10%.
Commenting on the decision, Nikol Pash-

inyan said: “We are going to raise the sala-
ries of military personnel as of this June 1, 
and the proposed regulations are meant to 

ensure that the actual amount of salaries or 
benefits be much higher for non-commis-
sioned officers and for those serving under 
special conditions. As a result, the salaries of 
junior staff and those serving under special 
conditions will be much higher as com-
pared to the commissioned staff and the 
leadership of the Armed Forces. This is a 

crucial point in our decision.”
The Government approved an investment 

program presented by New Ida LLC and 
agreed to the proposal to alienate plots of 
land through direct sales in Katnaghbyur 
administrative district of Stepanavan (Lori 
Marz). The Company is going to invest 
about USD 5 million in a project for con-
struction of a mineral water bottling plant in 
Stepanavan.
Noting that the Government had dis-

cussed issues related to privileges granted to 
investment programs in agriculture a few 
days earlier, Nikol Pashinyan said no major 
problems had been identified in this field, 
with 90 % of privileged imports being 
compliant with the goals stated in the bids.

 Chairman of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee of the Armenian Parliament Ruben 
Rubinyan had meetings in Paris on May 22 
with Christian Cambon, Chairman of the 
French Senate’s Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, Defense and Armed Forces, and 
Jean Bizet, Chairman of the European Af-
fairs Committee.
The lawmakers discussed the ongoing 

reforms in Armenia, stances around the NK 

conflict settlement, as well as regional de-
velopments. The Armenia-EU cooperation 
agenda was also discussed, the Armenian 
Parliament’s press service said.
Rubinyan also discussed with his French 

colleagues the possibilities of boosting in-
ter-parliamentary relations between Arme-
nia and France. Rubinyan also invited the 
French Senators to pay a visit to Armenia.

Armenia, China to scrap visas

Government makes decision to raise servicemen’s salaries

Foreign Relations Committee Chair, French Senators discuss 
cooperation in Paris
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The European Union offered on May 23 
to help the Armenian authorities carry out 
a “comprehensive and far-reaching judicial 
reform,” saying that it is vital for the coun-
try’s continued democratization.

“We welcome the unequivocal commit-
ment by the Armenian Government to 
pursue justice reform in accordance with 
the Armenian Constitution and Armenia’s 
international commitments, in particular 
those stemming from its membership in 
the Council of Europe and in consultation 
with civil society and international experts, 
including the Venice Commission,” read a 
joint statement released by the EU Delega-
tion in Yerevan and the embassies of EU 
member states.

“The independence and impartiality of the 
judiciary is a fundamental pillar of the con-
stitutional order and the rule of law,” the 
statement said, adding that the EU “stands 
ready to provide technical and financial as-
sistance” for that purpose.

Thorbjorn Jagland, the Council of Europe 
secretary general, discussed the issue with 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan by phone 
on Wednesday.

“A delegation of Council of Europe ex-
perts will travel to Yerevan in the next days 
to offer advice and assistance with the nec-
essary reforms,” the Strasbourg-based or-
ganization said in a readout of the phone 
call.

On Tuesday, two representatives of the 
Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assem-
bly (PACE) expressed concern at Pashin-
yan’s weekend calls for his supporters to 
block the entrances to all court buildings in 
Armenia. They at the same time welcomed 
Pashinyan’s “stated desire for far-reaching 
reform of the judicial system.”

Pashinyan urged the court blockade fol-
lowing a Yerevan court’s controversial 
decision to order former President Robert 
Kocharyan released from prison pending 
the outcome of his trial on coup charges 
denied by him.

The premier said on Monday that Ar-
menian courts remains closely linked to 
the country’s “corrupt” former leaders 
and therefore cannot be impartial. He an-
nounced plans for a mandatory “vetting” of 
all judges and said many of them should 
quit even before the start of such a process.

POLITICS

plans for a mandatory “vetting” of all 
judges. Many of them should resign even 
before the start of such a process, the prime 
minister said.

Harutyunyan was among the officials in-
vited to the emergency meeting. However, 
he did not attend it because of being unable 
to leave the SJC building in downtown Ye-
revan blockaded by government loyalists.

Two dozen protesters again rallied outside 
the building on Thursday, demanding the 
resignation of Harutyiunyan as well as 
judges.

Pashinyan’s calls for the court blockade 
were denounced as unconstitutional by Ar-
menia’s leading opposition groups. The 
SJC likewise said in a statement that any 
pressure on the courts is “unacceptable.”

The SJC was formed just over a year ago 
in accordance with sweeping constitutional 
changes enacted in 2015. According to Ar-
menia’s amended constitution, its main 
mission is to “guarantee the independence 
of the courts and the judges.”

The council has the power to nominate 
virtually all new judges appointed by Ar-
menia’s president and parliament. It is also 
empowered to take disciplinary action 
against judges or have them terminated al-
together.

Harutyunyan, 71, headed the Armenian 
Constitutional Court before until being 
elected SJC chairman in February 2018 by 
the country’s former parliament controlled 
by Serzh Sargsyan’s Republican Party.

A Communist Party figure in Soviet 
times, Harutyunyan had been elected in 
1990 deputy speaker of Armenia’s first 
post-Communist parliament. He served as 
vice-president in the administration of 
Levon Ter-Petrosian, Armenia’s first presi-
dent elected in 1991.

Harutyunyan became chairman of the 
newly established Constitutional Court in 
1996 shortly after the post of vice-president 
was abolished by the Ter-Petrosian admin-
istration. The court has rarely handed down 
rulings challenging the former Armenian 
presidents.

EU Offers Financial Support for Armenian 
Judicial Reform

page 1 
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(Yerevan – RFE/RL) - The Armenian Revolutionary Federation 
(Dashnaktsutyun) accused the government of not delivering on its 
promises and seeking to establish “one-man rule” instead as it held 
a rally in Yerevan on Thursday.

“Armenia’s authorities do not have a program or vision for coun-
try’s development and a professional team to address challenges 
facing the country,” Ishkhan Saghatelyan, a leader of the opposi-
tion party, told hundreds of supporters who gathered in the city’s 
Liberty Square.

“Instead of forming a common national agenda, consolidating the 
society, establishing social solidarity … the authorities continue to 
work, live and breathe with the past,” he said.

Saghateyan deplored Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s latest 
verbal attacks on his political foes and allegations that some of 
them are plotting treasonous acts in Nagorno-Karabakh. He 
claimed that such statements are only destabilizing the political 
situation and could even “provoke clashes in the country.”

“Stop looking for enemies among your own people,” Saghatelyan 
said, appealing to the authorities. “Understand that those who do 
not share your views or criticize you are also the people. Give up 
[political] shows, populism, demagoguery and intentions to estab-
lish one-man rule on behalf of the people though force and threats.”

“Do not repeat the mistakes of which you yourself had accused 
others in past. Or else, it could be too late. The people’s patience 
has limits,” he warned.

Another senior Dashnaktsutyun figure, former Agriculture Min-
ister Artur Khachatryan, attacked the government’s economic re-
cord. “Where is the [promised] economic revolution?” he said. “I 
don’t see results of that revolution.”

“They say there are no oligarchs anymore,” Khachatryan went 
on. “But has the structure of our economy changed? Which com-
pany with dominant positions in the market has ceded its positions?”

Khachatryan was one of the two Dashnaktsutyun-affiliated mem-
bers of Pashinyan’s first cabinet formed in May 2018 following the 
Armenian velvet revolution. The prime minister sacked them in 
October, accusing Dashnaktsutyun of secretly collaborating with 
former President Serzh Sargsyan’s Republican Party (HHK).

Dashnaktsutyun has since been increasingly critical of Pashin-
yan’s government. The center-left nationalist party, which is par-
ticularly influential in the Armenian Diaspora, failed to win any 
seats in the Armenian parliament in snap general elections held in 
December.

In a declaration adopted at a congress held late last month, 
Dashnaktsutyun’s organization in Armenia said that the authorities 
have failed to achieve “tangible results in any area of public life.” 
It also joined other opposition groups on Sunday in condemning 
Pashinyan’s calls for a blockade of all court buildings in the country.

Pashinyan appealed to his supporters to stage such protests on 
Monday morning following the release from custody of his bitter 
foe and former President Robert Kocharyan, who is facing corrup-
tion and coup charges. He went on to state that many Armenian 
judges remain linked to “the former corrupt system.”

Dashnaktsutyun, which was allied to Kocharyan during his 1998-
2008 rule, criticized his arrest last year on charges stemming from 
the 2008 post-election violence in Yerevan. Speaking to reporters 
after Thursday’s rally, one of the party’s veteran leaders, Armen 
Rustamyan, described the coup charges as “absurd.”

Dashnaktsutyun Holds Rally, Again Slams Government
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The goal of transitional justice is the es-
tablishment of independent judicial system. 
It’s not aimed at further exacerbating the 
existing problems, but giving solutions and 
lead to public solidarity, President of the 
National Assembly of Armenia Ararat Mir-
zoyan said during the parliamentary hear-
ing on transitional justice, entitled “The 
Perspectives in the Application of Transi-
tional Justice Instruments in Armenia”.

Mirzoyan thanked the participants of the 
hearing for such a representative participa-
tion, noting that the issue is one of the most 
debated topics of the public in the recent 
days.

Referring to the issues that are most fre-
quently raised, including what is transi-
tional justice, what are its tools and to what 
extent is it necessary to apply in Armenia, 
Ararat Mirzoyan said, “First, it’s necessary 
to understand why the existing judicial sys-
tem cannot meet the demands of the citi-
zens of Armenia to ensure justice that will 
not be questioned and why we should apply 
the instruments of transitional justice. It’s a 
fact for all of us, it’s not a secret that the 
judicial system has accumulated serious 
problems throughout years , which not only 
have not been solved during the past one 
year, but have become a challenge for us 
and stand on the path of future democratic 
development of Armenia like a great rock”, 

Mirzoyan said, adding that it’s impossible 
to have a full democracy when courts are 
unable to ensure justice based on the Con-
stitution and laws of Armenia.

“And in this transitional stage, when Ar-
menia is on the path from pseudo-democ-
racy, or as some experts say, from 
authoritarianism to democracy, when the 
people finally formed the legislative power 
which established the executive power, the 
judicial system continues living according 
to the rules of the past”, the President of the 
parliament said, emphasizing that the Ar-
menian public has no trust towards the ju-
dicial system, which means that it’s time to 
carry our serious and prompt actions.   

Ararat Mirzoyan said that he shares the 
opinion of the international experts refer-
ring to the period of applying transitional 
justice, which is that if transitional justice 
should be applied, this is the best moment 

for it and it shouldn’t be done earlier, in 
haste, and the opposite, there should be no 
delays.

Referring to the goal of transitional jus-
tice, the head of the legislative said, “Today 
it’s obvious that the other two power 
branches do not influence on the decisions 
of the judicial system in any way, but at the 
same time it seems that the judicial system 
continued being influenced by other circles 
and this is really a great problem.  There-
fore, the goal of the transitional justice is 
establishing an independent judicial sys-
tem. On the other hand, transitional justice 
is not aimed at further exacerbating the ex-
isting problems, but giving solutions and 
lead to public solidarity”.

Ararat Mirzoyan highlighted correctly as-
sessing the extent of using the toolkits of 
transitional justice, since under or over-use 
of it can lead to other undesired conse-
quences.

At the end of the speech President of the 
National Assembly Ararat Mirzoyan once 
again thanked the participants of the parlia-
mentary hearing, adding that there will be 
reports and expert assessments after which 
people who have something to say, will 
have the opportunity to do it. Mirzoyan 
hoped that finally they will reach concrete 
conclusions.

The goal of transitional justice is reaching public solidarity – 
President of National Assembly

The long-serving rector of Yerevan 
State University (YSU), Aram Simonyan, 
stepped down on May 23 after months of 
pressure from the Armenian government.

Simonian announced his resignation at a 
meeting of the top professors of Armenia’s 
oldest and largest university.

“Tensions around the university are not 
easing and are on the contrary rising fur-

ther,” he said in 
a speech publi-
cized by the YSU 
administration. 
“The country’s 
supreme author-
ities are alleging 
that I am cling-
ing to this chair 
to stay on. That’s 
ridiculous.”

“Even if I don’t 
resign today that 
[resignation] will 
be engineered 

through a violation of the law anyway,” he 
claimed. “I am already aware that they are 
going to fully change the composition of 
the [YSU] Board of Trustees so that they 
can revel in firing me. I will not give them 
that pleasure.”

Simonian has been under mounting pres-
sure to step down since last spring’s “velvet 

revolution” that toppled Armenia’s former 
government with which he had close polit-
ical ties. Critics, among them Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan, have long accused 
him of placing YSU under the strong influ-
ence of the former ruling Republican Party 
(HHK).

The 63-year-old historian joined the HHK 
in 1997, nine years before becoming uni-
versity rector.

In December, a government body impli-
cated the YSU administration in serious fi-
nancial irregularities. The Armenian police 
likewise alleged in February that Simonian 
has embezzled YSU funds and engaged in 
other corrupt practices over the past decade.

Simonian, who has still not been formally 
charged with any crime, rejected the alle-
gations as politically motivated. He said 
that he will not resign before serving out 
his current term in office in 2020.

Yerevan University chief resigns
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Chinese market is open for Armenian goods, assures PM Pashinyan
The Chinese leadership has 

assured at the highest level to 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan that they are inter-
ested in making the Chinese 
market available for goods pro-
duced in Armenia.

“We need to work with our 
businessmen, including the 
companies operating in wine, 
alcoholic drinks and other pro-

ductions, food industry and etc. 
They expressed very clearly 
their readiness and politic al 
will over all types of Armenian 
goods, and I think that now it’s 
necessary to be in constant 
communication with these po-
tential exporting companies and 
with our Chinese partners be-
cause there are problems with 
certain standards and etc”, the 

Armenian PM said during to-
day’s Cabinet meeting.

The PM told minister of eco-
nomic development and invest-
ments Tigran Khachatryan that 
it is necessary to understand 
where there are discrepancies 
which create technical prob-
lems so that the Cabinet will 
take actions to solve them.

“There is no doubt, I assure 

you that the Chinese market is 
open to our goods, and our 
businessmen can work on this 
direction. The only problem, as 
in all cases, is that there are cer-
tain standards, and our busi-
nessmen and companies should 
be able to meet these standards 
so that we can record a major 
progress here”, PM Pashinyan 
said.

Armenia and Italy will cooperate to im-
prove control in criminal investigation and 
transfer pricing.

On May 21, Deputy Director General of 
the Revenue Agency of Italy Paolo Barban-
tini and Deputy Chairman of SRC signed 
- in attendance of the chairman of SRC and 
the ambassador extraordinary and plenipo-
tentiary of Italy to Armenia - a memoran-
dum of understanding on technical 
assistance to be shown to the State Revenue 
Committee within the Tax Inspectors With-
out Borders Programme.

Chairman of SRC Davit Ananyan empha-
sized the importance of the cooperation be-
tween the two countries and pointed out 
that active cooperation with the tax admin-
istrations of leading countries is among the 
focal areas of the committee’s strategy, 
which helps identify challenges and work 
effectively to improve.

Reforms will be carried out at SRC due to 
the cooperation established between the 
two countries. Italy’s tax specialists will be 
involved for 18 months in audits and tax 
control processes carried out in Armenia in 
order to reform the functions.

“We shall transfer Italy’s experience to 
Armenia in 3 main sectors: transfer pricing, 
aggressive tax planning and criminal inves-
tigation. Practical assistance is the best way 
to improve the potential of tax administra-
tions. I believe that modern tax service 
should be able to fight tax evasion, and yet 
assist taxpayers who are willing to pay tax 
liabilities. Therefore, it is important to take 
a balanced approach with respect to all tax-
payers,” pointed out Paolo Barbantini, and 
said that they will exchange experience 
with Armenian partners also beyond the 
program.

“Italy is quite developed in detecting eco-

nomic crimes and has a powerful analytic, 
legal and legislative field. Therefore, a 
close and continuous cooperation is ex-
pected with the Italian partners, who in turn 
expressed willingness to get familiarized 
with the experience of Armenia’s State 
Revenue Committee in electronic manage-
ment,” mentioned Deputy Chairman of 
SRC Mikayel Pashayan.

Starting May 22, work discussions will 
launch with the relevant subdivisions of 
SRC, as well as with stakeholder adminis-
trations based on sector peculiarities.

To discuss criminal investigation, experts 
and SRC specialists will have meetings 
with Armenia’s General Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, the Investigative Committee, the Na-
tional Security Service, Main Police 
Department of Fighting Organized Crime 
and CB’s Special Monitoring Center. From 
the SRC, the discussions will be led by 
Deputy Chairman of SRC Rustam Ba-
dasyan and they will cover the relation be-
tween tax and other financial crimes, as 
well as the cooperation between depart-
ments in counteracting financial crimes.

It is worth reminding that during February 
27-28, the delegation led by Chairman of 
SRC Davit Ananyan visited Italy to discuss 
matters of cooperation within the Tax In-
spectors Without Borders Programme.

Armenia, Italy to cooperate to improve control in criminal 
investigation
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Armenia-made TVs to hit the market soon

Armenia-made TV sets will hit the market 
soon. The joint Armenian-Lebanese-Syrian 
International Manufacturing Group (IMG) 
is introducing its ADAMIAN flat-screen 
TV sets, Armenpress reports.

“The TV sets will be available in major 

stores across the country in a few days,” 
IMG CEO Ramy Judy told reporters at the 
company’s assembly plant in Armenia’s 
Merdzavan.

“We are currently assembling 100-150 
sets a day,” he said.

According to the CEO, despite the facto-
ry’s inauguration having taken place in De-
cember of 2018, they began production 
only in May, since they were awaiting a 
governmental customs privilege for im-
ports.

“We were waiting for the government’s 
issuance of customs privileges, because the 
price that we promised couldn’t have been 
provided if we were to pay customs duties. 
The government granted the privilege in 
April,” Judy said.

Now, the home appliances manufacturer 
is importing equipment and the TVs are 
being assembled in Armenia. The company 
seeks further development.

IMG is planning to start assembling air 
conditioners, washing machines and refrig-
erators in the future. The Armenian-made 
ACs, fridges and washing machines will be 
marketed under the AIO brand. The home 
appliances will also be exported.

Armenian “Zinar” and Russian “Voentorg” companies sign 
memorandum of cooperation

Defense Minister of Armenia Davit To-
noyan received the delegation of Russian 
Defense Ministry’s “Voentorg” company 
led by its executive director Vladimir Pav-
lov.

As Noyan Tapan was informed from the 
press service of the Defense Ministry of Ar-
menia, a broad scope of issues referring to 
bilateral cooperation was discussed during 
the meeting.

Based on the results of the meeting, a 
memorandum of cooperation was signed 
between “Zinar” company of the Armenian 
Defense Ministry and and “Voentorg” com-
pany of the Russian Defense Ministry.

In the sidelines of the working visit, the 
Russian delegation also visited the Rus-
sian 102 military base and Yerevan Plant of 
Mathematical Machines.
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We are convinced we will succeed in building a reliable judicial 
system in close cooperation with our international partners - PM 

meets with Armenia-accredited ambassadors 

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan met with 
Armenia-accredited ambassadors of for-
eign States and organizations on May 24, 
Noyan Tapan was informed from the Office 
of the Prime Minister.

Greeting the foreign diplomats, the Pre-
mier said he was pleased with the opportu-
nity to hold such a meeting. Nikol 
Pashinyan pointed out that a year after the 
formation of his government, he deemed it 
expedient to impart the past one year’s re-
sults, problems and challenges with our 
international partners.

Presenting his assessment of the govern-
ment’s year-long efforts, Nikol Pashinyan 
first referred to economic challenges, 
dwelling on the solutions and the results 
recorded so far.

“The first problem we had in terms of 
economics was to maintain macroeconomic 
stability. Not without some difficulty, we 
were able to solve this problem because in 
September last year, just three months after 
the revolution, we approached the thresh-
old of recession and the economic situation 
could be strained. But we managed to over-
come these negative trends, and we had a 
7.1% gross domestic product growth in the 
first quarter of this year.

I must say that although this growth is 
pleasing to us, we understand that the sta-
tistics is a little bit lower for the proposed 
economic revolution. At least we should try 
to increase the rate of growth by 2-3%. As 
an exciting trend in the economy, I would 
highlight the reduction of the black econ-

omy. In fact, 51,000 new jobs appeared in 
Armenia over the past one year. These are 
the jobs that employers themselves de-
clared to tax authorities, that is, they are not 
the result of an analysis, as often our polit-
ical rivals try to present themselves, but 
specific figures stated by business entities 
that have led to fiscal liabilities.

Our estimation is that 1/5 of these 51,000 
jobs were generated during the past year. 
This makes some 10,000 jobs, which I 
think is not a bad indicator.

The next index that I would like to men-
tion is the over-fulfillment of the State 
budget revenue target. We have already de-
clared that this year the State budget re-
ceipts will boast a bump of 62 billion 
drams, which makes USD 130 million. And 
here, too, as I first stated it, our opponents 
reacted that not until by the end of year we 
could see whether this was true or not.

But I would like to say that we actually 
made a little cunning: we already have that 
amount as a matter of fact. And there is no 
doubt that the State budget surplus will be 
much bigger by the end of this year.

Trade is the next indicator that I would 
like to mention. 84 million more cash-reg-
ister receipts have been recorded in our 
country since last May, which means that 
more transactions have been made out of 
shade, which accounts for the bulk of our 
extra budgetary revenues.

Foreign investment is the biggest chal-
lenge we are facing today in the economy. 
We do our best to make our country more 

attractive for foreign investment. But there 
is also conviction and understanding that 
without a truly independent judiciary we 
will not be able to address this problem be-
cause any investor wants to safeguard his 
or her investment, and such guarantees can 
only be provided by a truly independent ju-
dicial system,” the Head of Government said.

Coming to his political achievements, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan singled out 2 
main results. “The first is that we have been 
able to ensure stability and normal demo-
cratic developments in our country and, 
ultimately, we held extraordinary parlia-
mentary elections that were assessed by the 
international community as free, fair, dem-
ocratic, and transparent

This was unprecedented at least in terms 
of parliamentary elections. As regards the 
parliamentary elections, I can say that I 
myself hoped that the number of political 
forces represented in Parliament would be 
much greater, but people chose the way 
they chose, and I think that today the polit-
ical palette is represented truly there. And 
we consider that our greatest political 
achievement is that we were able to hold 
free, fair and democratic elections.

I repeatedly emphasized in my speeches 
and articles when I was still an opposition 
politician that the greatest mission of a 
democratic government is not only to 
sweep to power through free and fair elec-
tions, but also to leave power through free 
and fair elections. And in this regard, I 
think we cannot and will not deviate from 
this vision because I have repeatedly 
counted it as my biggest political mission. 
It is now just a matter of political process 
and people’s determination,” Nikol Pashin-
yan said.

According to the Prime Minister, stability 
was achieved in foreign policy, too. “Our 
relations continue to be of strategic nature 
with the Russian Federation, we are a 
member and the presiding country in the 
Eurasian Economic Union. We succeeded 
in finding specific solutions within the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization, and I 
believe that our relations in the CSTO and 
the Russian Federation are developing nor-
mally.

We managed to develop our relations with 
the European Union as well. We are at the 
final stage of the roadmap to the Compre-
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hensive and Enhanced Partnership Agree-
ment, which will be finalized in the coming 
weeks and we will be working in that direction.

We have established normal relationships 
with our other partners. We managed to 
maintain and develop a good atmosphere 
with our immediate neighbors - Iran, Geor-
gia. We have established a very good work-
ing atmosphere with the People’s Republic 
of China.

During this time, the Francophonie Sum-
mit was held in Armenia, which was a true 
success for both the Republic of Armenia 
and our government. I paid an official visit 
to the Federal Republic of Germany. I was 
in France on a working visit and, of course, 
in Brussels on several occasions - in the 
Council of Europe.

I think that a good atmosphere has been 
shaped to develop our future relationships 
in the Eurasian continent.

We are also building normal relationships 
with the United States. The strategic dia-
logue with the United States kicked off re-
cently, and we hope and are convinced that 
we will have good results there.

We are developing active relationships 
with other partners: we work very closely 
with the United Arab Emirates, India and 
our European partners, and we are 
convinced that this constructive atmos-
phere will be maintained.”

Prime Minister Pashinyan next referred to 
the situation in the judiciary, highlighting 
the imperative of reforms to be carried out 
in that field and the importance of coopera-
tion with international partners.

“Indeed, the judicial system is our biggest 
problem today. You know that specific 
events have taken place recently and are 
still happening. The political bottleneck 
that faced the government during the past 
year, and I personally encountered the same 
reality that our public opinion, our society 
holds the government responsible for all 
irregular judicial decisions.

Although I have repeatedly made it clear 
that I am not involved in judicial processes 
and have no desire to do so, society keeps 
putting the blame on the government for all 
judicial decisions, considering that the 
court rulings comply with the Prime Minis-
ter’s personal decisions. This is a very com-
plex inertia inherited from the past. At 
times, the government is forced to simply 
disassociate itself from such rulings be-
cause otherwise it can face a certain crisis 
of confidence.

And, of course, at this stage, we hope to 
cooperate closely with our international 

partners to have a truly independent judici-
ary in Armenia because I have long been 
analyzing what is the reason for such an 
attitude and such a public perception. And 
it was clear to me that there is some disbal-
ance in the current situation.

This imbalance is expressed as follows: 
today the National Assembly represents the 
people and reflects the people’s choice. I 
mean that the incumbent MPs are in the 
National Assembly simply because the vot-
ers have opted for the political force repre-
sented by these people.

I am now Prime Minister for a simple rea-
son that I was first nominated as Prime 
Minister by the political force which won 
the absolute majority of the votes. From a 
political point of view, one particular issue 
arises, namely who is represented by the 
judiciary after the revolution and whose 
power it is exercising in the Republic of 
Armenia. 
I say this because the second and unchange-
able article of the Constitution of Armenia 
states that in the Republic of Armenia, the 
power belongs to the people. The people 
shall exercise their power through free 
elections, referenda, as well as through 
state and local self-government bodies and 
officials provided for by the Constitution.

The courts are among those public bodies 
prescribed by the Constitution, and our 
Constitution clearly provides that these 
State institutions should be directly associ-
ated with the people, that is, they should 
have the mandate and authority to act on 
behalf of the people. And the problem is 
that, as a matter of fact, we have not had 
such a situation during last year’s political 
developments. And due to this, court rul-
ings are causing discontent in our society; 
the public simply does not have trust in the 

judicial system and this can become a per-
manent source of crisis.

I am convinced that the time has come to 
deal with this problem, but I am also 
convinced that we cannot reproduce the 
previous judicial system we had.

I have written about it for many years and 
have even been condemned by that judicial 
system and my conviction is that political 
changes will be absolutely pointless if we 
do not build a truly independent judicial 
system, the rulings of which could be ac-
cepted as decisions made on behalf of the 
Republic of Armenia and its people. How-
ever, there is no such an atmosphere in the 
country as of yet. Therefore, considering 
that the executive power enjoys the peo-
ple’s trust in Armenia, I feel that the time 
has come either for the judicial power to 
enjoy the people’s trust.

I do not mean the government’s trust in 
the judiciary, but the people’s trust, because 
should the government wish to have an 
abiding judicial system in Armenia, it 
would be free to do so, especially as the 
judicial system used to work under condi-
tions when there was a perfect trust be-
tween the government and the judiciary. 
But this way is unacceptable to us, because 
it is against the values on which we have 
been implementing changes in Armenia. 
And we hope and are confident that we will 
succeed in building a reliable judicial sys-
tem in close cooperation with our interna-
tional partners,” Nikol Pashinyan said.

In conclusion, the Prime Minister an-
swered the questions asked by the ambassa-
dors in attendance, which bore on the 
proposed judicial reform, transitional jus-
tice, the structural changes within the sys-
tem of governance, the ongoing public 
administration reform, etc.
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Armenia has stepped up its efforts to re-
inforce and enhance its partnership with 
the EU and acknowledged the significant 
role the EU can play in the smooth imple-
mentation of the country’s reform agenda, 
the European Union said in a report on 
developments in Armenia and EU-Arme-
nia relations between June 2018 and early 
May 2019. The report comes ahead of the 
EU-Armenia Partnership Council on 13 
June.

The EU added, however, that the reform 
process remains at an early stage. The gov-
ernment’s roadmap for the implementation 
of the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and 
Enhanced Partnership Agreement will be 
an important instrument in advancing re-
form plans.

“The European Union has been and will 
continue be the biggest supporter of the 
Armenian government’s ambitious reform 
plan, which is consolidating democracy, the 
rule of law and promoting human rights in 
the country”, said the High Representative 
of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy/Vice-President of the European 
Commission, Federica Mogherini.

” Armenia is an important partner for the 
European Union, and together we are fo-
cused on implementing our wide-reaching 
bilateral agreement, as well as delivering 

concrete results within the Eastern Partner-
ship. We always keep firmly in mind that 
our aim is bringing tangible benefits to our 
citizens,” she added.

“The EU and Armenia are strong partners 
and we stand ready to support concrete 
reforms, including in the area of justice 
and education, which are key for the peo-
ple”, said the Commissioner for European 
Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Ne-
gotiations, Johannes Hahn.

“The swift implementation of the Com-
prehensive and Enhanced Partnership 
Agreement offers new economic opportu-
nities for all Armenian citizens,” Commis-
sioner Hahn noted.

After the political changes in Armenia 
last year, early parliamentary elections 
were held in December 2018. The EU was 
the largest single contributor to the elec-
tions, providing technical equipment and 
supporting actions in favour of democracy 
and civic participation. According to the 
International Elections Observation Mis-
sion, the elections respected fundamental 
freedoms and enjoyed broad public trust. 
In addition, the Government highlighted 
the need for independence, accountability 
and efficiency of the judiciary.

 In September 2018, the EU and Arme-
nia launched the EU-Armenia Strategic 

Policy Dialogue in the Justice Sector. The 
EU stands ready to support reform in this 
crucial field. Total EU-Armenia trade in-
creased by 15% over the past year reaching 
a total value of €1.1 billion. Armenia ben-
efits from the EU’s Generalized Scheme of 
Preferences plus (GSP+), which is a spe-
cial incentive arrangement for sustainable 
development and good governance. More 
than 96% of EU imports eligible for GSP+ 
preferences from Armenia entered the EU 
with zero duties in 2017.

The extension of the core Trans European 
Transport Network (TEN-T) to Armenia 
was finalized in November 2018. The In-
dicative TEN-T Investment Action Plan 
was published in January 2019 and also 
includes road safety as one of its priorities. 
An EU-Armenia Education Policy Dia-
logue was inaugurated in March 2019 to 
support the reform in the education sector.

Thanks to the support of the Erasmus+ 
capacity building projects, Armenian uni-
versities have been able to upgrade their 
administrative and organizational struc-
tures and modernize study courses. More 
than 2,700 students and university profes-
sors have benefited from EUArmenia ac-
ademic exchanges and mobility projects 
through Erasmus+ since 2015.

At the end of 2018, a new ‘EU4Innova-
tion’ programme worth €23 million was 
launched aimed at matching the skills of 
university graduates with the requirements 
of the labour market. The programme will 
create a EU4Innovation Centre for uni-
versities and an EU Convergence Centre 
to bring together universities and private 
sector, complemented by an incubator for 
technology start-ups.

The EU is the biggest provider of finan-
cial support and a key reform partner in 
Armenia. The EU stands ready to continue 
engaging in Armenia and provide support 
through political dialogue, financial and 
technical assistance, to support the Arme-
nian government ambitious reforms for 
the benefit of the citizens of Armenia and 
EU-Armenia cooperation.

Federica Mogherini: EU is a crucial partner for Armenia’s reform 
agenda
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Armenia committed to alleviating sufferings of the populations in 
areas affected by crisis

Italian MP promises to campaign for international recognition of 
Armenian Genocide

Armenia has shown consistent commit-
ment to help alleviate the sufferings of the 
populations in areas affected by crisis, Ar-
menia’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, Mher Margaryan said at a 
UN Security Council open debate on “Pro-
tection of civilians in armed conflicts.”

He said the commitment is reflected in 
Armenia’s national humanitarian mission 
in Syria in response to the request of the 
Syrian authorities and the Armenian com-
munity.

“Currently, demining specialists from Ar-
menia operate in the southern communities 
of Aleppo and our medical team provides 
assistance in four hospitals, as well as in a 
medical facility under the Armenian Relief 
Cross in Aleppo,” Mher Margaryan said.

“Promoting the norms of international hu-
manitarian law and raising awareness in 
this regard is an important element in Ar-
menia’s security sector governance. Inter-
national humanitarian law is incorporated 
in the curricula of Armenia’s military edu-
cational institutions,” Armenia’s Permanent 
Representative said.

He added that Armenia highly appreciates 
the cooperation with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in implemen-
tation of training projects and reaching out 
to the people affected by conflicts, who are 
in need of humanitarian assistance.

Mr. Margaryan added that the civilian 
population of Nagorno Karabakh and the 
bordering regions of Armenia have been 
consistently exposed to serious humanitar-
ian risks.

“The aggression of Azerbaijan against 
Nagorno Karabakh in April 2016 was ac-
companied with grave violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law and human rights 
law, including barbaric acts commensurate 
to war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
such as beheadings, mutilations and other 
atrocity crimes. Attacks and indiscriminate 
shelling, including of a school building, in-

flicted losses amongst the civilian popula-
tion, including children and elderly,” he 
stated, urging the international community 
to condemn any pursuit of a military solu-
tion to conflict situations.

“We reject any alternative to a peaceful 
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict. The 1994/95 cease-fire agreements, 
signed by Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan, 
and Armenia constitute the foundation of 
the cessation of hostilities. Armenia urges 
Azerbaijan to undertake genuine steps in 
order to create conditions conducive to the 
advancement of the peace process. Azerbai-
jan should bring to an end the persistent 
war mongering and cultivation of hatred 
and intolerance against Armenians and in-
stead invest real efforts in promoting a cul-
ture of peace, as well as respect for human 
rights,” Mher Margaryan stated.

He emphasized that Armenia welcomes 
the support of the international community, 
of the United Nations and of the Secretary 
General rendered to the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-chairmanship in the peaceful 
resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict

Representative of Italy’s parliamentary 
majority Fabio Massimo Castaldo, who is 
also the Vice President of the European 
Parliament, has announced that he is proud 
of his contribution to the Armenian Geno-
cide recognition by the Italian parliament.

 In a meeting with the Lebanese commu-
nity in Rome he noted that “Five Star 
Movement”, which has the majority seats 
in the legislative, is the initiator of Arme-

nian Genocide condemnation by the Cham-
ber of Deputies of Italy and the call 
addressed to the Government to recognize 
it, as well as raising the necessity of giving 
an international importance to the issue. 
According to him, in the past the authorities 
of Italy attached more importance to rela-
tions with Turkey and Azerbaijan rather 
than justice, but the majority political force 
in the legislative now is committed to the 
policy of condemning the Armenian Geno-
cide and demanding Turkey to recognize it.

“We will be heard also at the European 
Parliament in raising the just cause of the 
Armenian people”, ARMENPRESS reports 
Fabio Massimo as saying.

The Chamber of Deputies (lower house of 
parliament) of Italy adopted a Resolution 
on April 10 calling on the Government to 
“officially recognize the Armenian Geno-

cide” and give an international assessment 
to the issue. The Resolution was adopted 
with 382 votes in favor, 0 against and 43 
abstentions.

In 2000 the Italian Chamber of Deputies 
adopted a resolution calling on the govern-
ment to pursue the weakening of the ten-
sions between the peoples and minorities in 
the region, with the aim of creating condi-
tions for the peaceful coexistence and 
human rights protection. In this regard, the 
assessment was more general and did not 
contain a message on the recognition of the 
Armenian Genocide.

The decision of April 10, 2019 has a tar-
geted address. It calls on the Italian govern-
ment to officially recognize the Armenian 
Genocide and give it an international im-
portance.
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Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol Pashin-
yan attended the opening of a conference 
on freedom of religion or belief in Armenia, 
Georgia and around the world, the PM’s 
Office told Noyan Tapan.

Armenian Human Rights Defender Arman 
Tatoyan, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Netherlands to Ar-
menia and Georgia Johannes Douma, UN 
Resident Coordinator for Armenia Shombi 
Sharp, Eurasia Partnership Foundation 
(EPF) Director General Gevorg Ter-Gabri-
elyan and others participated in the event.

Addressing the conference participants, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan said: “It should 
be noted that freedom of religion is one of 
the most important freedoms because I am 
at least convinced that a person believing 
in God first of all believes in himself. Con-
sequently, freedom of religion, freedom to 
believe in God is first of all the freedom of 
an individual to believe in himself.

Of course, there are such people who be-
lieve in themselves, on the contrary, by not 
believing in God. But in the same way, the 
human being becomes a key player in the 
process of self-confidence. This is very im-
portant. I mean that freedom of religion is 
human being’s freedom.

Freedom of religion is one of the most 
important freedoms, and it relates directly 
to all those values that are universally rec-
ognized by mankind - whether democracy, 
transparency, human rights, freedoms, jus-
tice or the like. In this regard, I am pleased 
to note that the Republic of Armenia is a 
country that is pursuing freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of belief and conscience. 
And especially, the New Armenia is fully 
committed to these values. The fact that 
the national minorities feel comfortable in 
Armenia is a vivid evidence of what I just 
said. I mean that providing guarantees for 
the preservation of national, religious mi-
norities’ identity in Armenia is a matter of 
principled approach for the Government. 
They should feel free to preserve, develop 
and be proud of their ethnic identity.

Generally speaking, religion and in-
ter-religious relations are perhaps the most 
important topic because it has long been ac-

cepted that the differences between religion 
and religious perceptions are usually sepa-
rated from each other. But we consider this 
situation quite strange also because most 
of the popular or major religions originate 
from the same God. And this makes us say 
that the dividing lines do not emanate from 
people who deal with religions but from 
their interpretation, because our faith and 
conviction is that religion is actually sup-
posed to unite peoples; religion is indeed 
for peace and harmony; religion is in fact a 
way to happiness.

And if it is true that the dividing lines 
were drawn by virtue of religious doc-
trines, that is, by giving different interpre-
tations, then dividing lines can be removed 
in the same way by those who gave such 
interpretations with new approaches, and 
the most important precondition here 
us mutual respect for others’ beliefs, 
emotions, ideologies and perceptions. 
Bearing this in mind, I attach special im-
portance to this forum which highlights the 
need for mutual respect. Conferences like 
this should help us come to a common in-
terpretation of the general idea of religious 
consciousness of peace, freedom, love and 
harmony.

I do believe that this is possible. I know 
how challenging it is, but no one should 
beware of hardships, especially in New 
Armenia. I want the forum to pursue this 

difficult task with vehemence and courage. 
Thank you.”

* * *
The aim of the annual conference is to 

provide comprehensive discussions between 
Armenian, Georgian and international 
partners on developments and challenges 
in the field of freedom of religion and be-
lief, strengthening Armenian-Georgian ties 
and promoting international cooperation. 
It serves as a platform where key stakehold-
ers from different angles discuss issues of 
freedom, situation and development of free-
dom of religion and belief in the world, in 
Armenia, in Georgia, as well as develop 
appropriate recommendations for its im-
provement.

The forum will be addressed by: UN Spe-
cial Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion 
or Belief, Ahmed Shahid (OSCE / ODIHR) 
Senior Adviser on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief, Kishan Manocha, Senior Advisor 
to the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights in the South Caucasus Vladimir 
Shkolnikov, Director of the Religious Coun-
cil attached to the Office of Public Defender 
of Georgia Beka Mindiashvili, Director of 
the Institute for Tolerance and Diversity 
Mariam Gavtadze, Vice-President of RA 
National Assembly Standing Committee on 
Education Hovhannes Hovhannisyan and 
other experts specialized in this field.

‘Armenia is a country that pursues freedom of religion, freedom of 
belief and conscience’, says PM
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City Spa, one of the founders of Aes-
thetic medicine in Armenia, that was es-
tablished 14 years ago, is still following 
the main principles that were implemented 
since the launch: to use only clinically and 
scientifically approved, highly effective 
and safe with FDA approval products and 
equipments imported mainly from UK 
and Europe.

Depilation: Last year City Spa launched 
a very safe, painless and fast acting new 
machine for permanent hair removal. It 
is the “Primelase” produced by Cocoon 
Medical. The machine has an innovative 

method (dynamic mode) which allows to 
treat very large areas of the body within 
few minutes.

Localized fat removal: In Armenia 
the first cryolipolysis method was imple-
mented by City Spa in 2016. Cooltech is 
an innovative machine that acts as a none 
surgical lyposaction, with a new method 
of cryolipolysis for permanent localized 
fat removal and body reconturing.  It is 
safe, painless and very effective. City Spa 
is equipped also with the Wellashape ma-
chine for anti-cellulite treatment. 

Anti aging Facial treat-
ments and Care: City 
Spa offers the latest sci-
entifically approved anti 
aging treatments and prod-
ucts for care. The doctors 
are regularly improving 
their qualifications in 
London and Paris, bring-
ing the new inventions to 
Armenia.  The products 
used in City Spa are only 

international leading brands such as ZO 
Skin health (Beverly Hills US), GLO ther-
apeutics (ColoradoUS). Skin Ceuticals 
(US) etc. 

And that’s not the all: pedicure, man-
icure and massage will make your day.

You are welcome to City Spa. The aes-
thetic doctor’s consultations and skin di-
agnostics with Skin Scanner is fee. The 
atmosphere in City spa is full of love and 
peace. The pricing strategy is very flexible 
and discounts for good long term clients 
are available during whole year as well as 
different Gift Cards.

The address: 
Baghramyan 

1st DL, 2-nd building,
2-nd floor. 

Phone: +374 60 536 536

E-mail: 
spa.city@yahoo.com

Website:  
www.cityspa.am



Zociac Weekly Forecast

Chiron, otherwise known as the wounded 
healer, has been in your sign since February.  It 
is probable that you have been more than nor-
mally focused on your health during the spring 
and that may continue a while longer.  You prob-
ably have a desire to fix whatever health issues 
are interfering with you so you can get on with 
your life.  It is a timely and a right thing to do..

Whatever you do in the territories of short dis-
tance travels, connecting with siblings and 
roommates, or engaging neighbors is favored at 
this time.  Education, studying, or teaching 
would be satisfying.  An acquaintance may offer 
you a hint or suggestion that is absolutely the 
one thing you need to hear.

Please see the lead paragraph because Mer-
cury is your ruler.  You may be hither and 
thither, scattering yourself everywhere, talking 
with everyone.  Use discipline with your mind 
and activities in order to accomplish what you 
really need.  These aspects can send you all 
around the block without gaining any traction.

Chronic health issues may require attention 
this week.  Focus your attention on that which 
gives you a sense of peace, comfort, and free-
dom from the insanity of this mundane world.  
You will feel better instantly.

Your daily routines, along with those with 
whom you work, may present challenges this 
week.  You may encounter a stumbling block in 
your path. One part of your mind wants to give 
up.  But the better part of you knows this is a 
“test” of your intentions. Facing it and overcom-
ing the trial will make you stronger and you will 
be more confident on the other side.  Go for it!

You may need to concentrate in order to avoid 
critics, whether they be internal or external.  In-
stead of blame, use the discipline to tackle a 
project that requires concentration.  Avoid con-
tracts and business negotiations right now be-
cause misunderstandings may develop.

This is a good week for introspection and con-
templation.  Meditation, counseling, and/or 
journaling may prove useful.  You have a need 
to dig through the mental chatter and find what 
is real within yourself.

Chiron is moving slowly through your own 6th 
house of health over the next 7 years.  You may 
find yourself physically troubled by dis-eases 
that are hard to diagnose.  Perhaps the best heal-
ers for you during these years will be alternative, 
such as homeopaths and/or acupuncturists.  Al-
lergies may develop, especially to chemicals. 

You may be tempted to spend more 
money than you have this week or make 
other impulsive moves that you might re-
gret later.  This is a good period to work on 
projects that will improve your life in the 
future.

There are elements of obsessive thinking and 
criticism involved in this week’s interactions.  
Be intentional about keeping an open mind and 
don’t insist on a black and white answer.  It is 
possible someone is demanding this from you, 
but you can resist falling into that trap.

Beware of the tendency to obsess and worry 
over matters that may never happen.  You are 
tempted to see the world through a dark lens this 
week and you may think that is the true version.  
It’s more likely that the pessimistic view is ex-
treme.  Don’t ruminate.  Do what you can and 
then let it go.

Give attention to experiences that seem like 
“coincidences,” because they offer a message.  
Listen carefully for that small voice that whis-
pers in your ear.  Aspects favor play, fun, love 
and romance.  If you spend time with children it 
will be meaningful.

Aries (March 20–April 19)

Taurus (April 20 -- May 20)

Gemini (May 20–June 20)

Cancer (June 21–July 21)

Leo (July 22–August 21)

Virgo (August 22–September 22)

Libra (Sep. 23–Oct. 22)

Scorpio (October 23–November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22–December 20)

Capricorn (December 21–January 19)

Aquarius (January 20–February 17)

Pisces (February 18–March 19)
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

POLITICS

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted 
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values 
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology, 
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the 
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Words should be followed actions: 
Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history. 
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s 
“velvet revolution.” It received 
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October, 
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for 
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
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in creating such platform,” he stated.
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views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11 
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s 
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren 
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in
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Four of them -- Armen 
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zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization 
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but 
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
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Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
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“velvet revolution.” It received 
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