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Prime Minister of Armenia, President of France meet in Paris

The meeting between Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and 
French President Emmanuel Macron took place at the E� lysée 
Palace.

The President of France first expressed his condolences to 
the Prime Minister on the death of Christian Ter-Stepanyan, Per-
manent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to UNESCO, 
Personal Representative of the Prime Minister of Armenia to 
the International Organization of La Francophonie. Emmanuel 
Macron once again emphasized France’s support to Armenia in 
the direction of further development and overcoming existing 
challenges.

Nikol Pashinyan thanked for the warm hospitality and con-
dolences. The Prime Minister emphasized the development of 
Armenian-French cooperation in all fields, stressing the interest 
of the Armenian government in this matter.

The interlocutors discussed issues related to the process of 
normalization of Armenia-Azerbaijan relations. The importance 
of the principles set down in the four-sided Granada declaration 

of the Prime Minister of Armenia, the President of France, the 
Chancellor of Germany and the President of the European Council 
was emphasized in the matter of the normalization of relations 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Reference was made to the humanitarian problems of more 
than 100,000 persons forcibly displaced from Nagorno-Kara-
bakh as a result of Azerbaijan’s ethnic cleansing policy, as well 
as to the steps taken by the Armenian government to overcome 
them. The support of the international community in solving 
the existing problems was highlighted.

Issues related to further deepening and expansion of Armeni-
an-French cooperation in economy, infrastructure development 
and other fields were also discussed. The parties expressed their 
willingness to consistently continue the work in that direction.

Nikol Pashinyan and Emmanuel Macron exchanged thoughts 
on the issues of regional peace and stability, as well as Arme-
nia-European Union cooperation.
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No third country can establish control over any part of Armenia’s 
sovereign territory – MFA

No third country can estab-
lish control over any part of 
Armenia’s sovereign territory, 
Spokesperson for the Armenian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ani 
Badalyan said in a statement.

The comments come af-
ter Russian Foreign Ministry’s 
official representative Maria 
Zakharova said that under 
the tripartite statement dated 
November 9, 2020, the Russian border 
guards must control transport commu-
nications between Azerbaijan and Nakh-
ichevan through the territory of Armenia.

‘The Government of the Republic of Ar-
menia recently published the “Crossroads 

of Peace” project, the basic principles of 
which make it clear that in case of the 
opening of regional communications, the 
Republic of Armenia should implement 
border and customs control in its terri-
tory through its state institutions,” Ani 

Badalyan said in response.
She reminded that a spe-

cial department was recently 
created within the National 
Security Service of Armenia 
to ensure the safety of these 
communications, as well as 
the safe passage of goods, 
cargo, vehicles and people 
in case of the opening of re-
gional communications.

“The Republic of Armenia has never, 
in any document, agreed to any limita-
tion of its sovereignty, and control of a 
third country cannot be established over 
any part of its sovereign territory,” the 
Spokesperson stated.

Secretary of Armenia’s Security Council discusses prospects for peace 
in the region with US official

On November 8, Secretary of 
Armenia’s Security Council Armen 
Grigoryan received US Senior Ad-
viser on Caucasus Negotiations, 
American Co-Chair of the OSCE 
Minsk Group, Louis Bono.

The parties referred to efforts 
aimed at establishing long-term 
peace and stability in the region 

and the process of normalization of 
Armenia-Azerbaijan relations. Within 
the framework of the above, Armen 
Grigoryan introduced the positions 
of the Armenian side.

The interlocutors also discussed 
other issues of mutual interest.

PM Pashinyan, Minister of State Ahmed bin Ali Al Sayegh discuss 
development of Armenia- UAE ties

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived on November 8 Ahmed bin Ali Al 
Sayegh, Minister of State at the UAE For-
eign Ministry responsible for trade and 
economic affairs.

Prime Minister Pashinyan welcomed 
the Emirati delegation’s visit to Arme-
nia and stressed the importance of im-
plementing joint steps in the direction 
of developing and enhancing bilateral 

trade-economic ties, the Prime Minister’s 
Office said in a readout.

Pashinyan said that bilateral partner-
ship has been of dynamic nature in the 
recent period.

Ahmed bin Ali Al Sayegh said he’s had 
productive discussions with Armenian 
officials and outlined directions of expand-
ing cooperation and possible projects.

Other issues pertaining to the relations 

of the two countries and topics of mutual 
interest were also discussed.
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“Crossroads of Peace” project to benefit the region and the world, 
Armenian PM says at 6th Paris Peace Forum

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan partic-
ipated in the panel discussion on “Coop-
eration in the conditions of competition, 
building peace and building a safer world” 
with the Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli 
Garibashvili within the framework of the 
“6th Paris Peace Forum”.

PM Pashinyan gave a speech, in which 
he particularly said,

“Honorable Prime Minister Gari-
bashvili, 
Dear moderator, 
Dear participants of the 6th “Paris 
Peace Conference”,

First of all, I would like to express my 
gratitude to President Macron for the won-
derful organization of the Forum, warm 
hospitality and invitation.

One of the pillar records of the Forum 
documents is that 2 billion people world-
wide, live in conflict-affected areas. From 
the point of view of the Republic of Arme-
nia, it would be more precise to write that 
sentence as follows: as a result of ethnic 
cleansings, more than 500,000 Armenians 
no longer have the opportunity to live in 
their homeland.

500,000 is the number of Armenians 
who were forcibly displaced from Azer-
baijan and became refugees as a result of 
ethnic cleansing. About 360,000 of them 
were forcibly displaced from Azerbaijan 
since the beginning of the 90s, as a result 
of the Sumgait and Baku massacres and 
Armenophobia. Since then, Armenophobia 
has been the state policy in Azerbaijan.

And before that, under the Soviet Un-
ion, due to administrative and psycholog-
ical pressures, Armenians had to leave 
Nakhichevan and many other areas of 
Azerbaijan.

Around 26,000 Armenians flee Na-
gorno-Karabakh during the 44-day war 
of 2020. And as a result of the large-scale 
attack and ethnic cleansing perpetrated by 
Azerbaijan against Nagorno-Karabakh on 
September 19, around 105,000 Armenians 
were forced to leave Nagorno-Karabakh 
within a week.

For long time, we have alerted the in-
ternational community that such a pros-
pect becoming more and more realistic, 
especially after the illegal blockade of the 
Lachin Corridor in December 2022.

But the international community did 
not take any adequate measures and we 
cannot blame those people who claim that 
the forced displacement of Armenians 
from Nagorno-Karabakh, took place with 
the silent or behind-the-scenes agreement 

of some of the international players.
Nevertheless, dear participants, I have 

not come to this peace Forum to talk about 
war. I have come to talk about peace, even 
though Azerbaijan has started to call the 
Republic of Armenia “West Azerbaijan” 
after implementing yet the minimum of 
its plan of Armenian cleansing.

The concept of so-called Western Azer-
baijan, which is a concept of preparing a 
new war against the Republic of Armenia, 
is propagated in schools, universities, and 
mass media of Azerbaijan.

And all this despite the fact that we 
seem to be close to signing a peace treaty 
with Azerbaijan, notwithstanding the fact 
that the abovementioned issues raise sig-
nificant questions regarding the sincerity 
of Azerbaijan.

But it does not shake our commitment 
to the peace agenda and we hope to sign a 
peace treaty with Azerbaijan in the com-
ing months based on the following three 
principles agreed upon in the negotiations 
held in Brussels:

Principle number 1. Armenia and 
Azerbaijan fully recognize each other’s 
territorial integrity and sovereignty, based 
on the understanding that Armenia’s ter-
ritory covers 29.800 km2 and Azerbaijan’s 
86.600 km2.

Principle number 2. Armenia and Azer-
baijan confirm their unequivocal commit-
ment to the 1991 Almaty Declaration as a 
political framework for the delimitation.

For your information Almaty Decla-
ration was signed by the 12 republics of 
the Soviet Union on December 21, 1991. 
Under that declaration, the 12 republics of 
the former USSR, including Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, recognize each other’s territorial 
integrity, sovereignty, the inviolability of 
existing, that is, administrative borders, 
and therefore the existing administrative 
borders between the republics of the So-
viet Union become state borders.

Principle number 3. Future transport 
arrangements for unblocking transport 
and economic links in the region will 
respect the principles of sovereignty, ju-
risdiction, reciprocity and equality of all 
countries.

We reached an agreement on these 
principles during the negotiations with 
the President of Azerbaijan in Brussels, 
and these agreements were recorded in 
the statements of the President of the EU 
Council, Charles Michel, following the May 
14 and July 15 2023 trilateral meetings.

French President Emmanuel Macron 

and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz also 
expressed their support for these prin-
ciples, which is expressed in the quad-
rilateral statement of Granada signed by 
Charles Michel, Olaf Scholz, Emmanuel 
Macron and me.

And if Azerbaijan doesn’t reject those 
principles, it means that signing a peace 
treaty with Azerbaijan in the coming 
months becomes very realistic. Unfortu-
nately, the president of Azerbaijan refused 
to participate in the five-party meeting in 
Granada, last month.

The planned trilateral meeting in 
Brussels in October did not take place, 
and I have not received an invitation to 
the next meeting from Charles Michel. I 
hope our EU partners are committed to 
their obligations.

Honorable participants of this Forum,
Our region, the South Caucasus, needs 

peace, which is a situation where all the 
countries of the region live with open bor-
ders, are connected by active economic, 
political, cultural ties, and have accumu-
lated experience and tradition of solving 
all issues through tools of diplomacy and 
dialogue.

To provide such a situation will be very 
difficult without reopening the transport 
communications, and taking this into ac-
count, the Government of the Republic of 
Armenia has presented the “Crossroads of 
Peace” project.

This is a plan to connect our regional 
countries, including Azerbaijan, Armenia 
and Turkiye, with railways, roads, cables, 
gas pipelines, power lines, or strengthen 
existing connections. As you know, at the 
moment we do not have any functioning 
road, nor any functioning railway, cable, 
pipeline or power line with either Turkey 
or Azerbaijan, and we propose to change 
this situation positively.

The “Crossroads of Peace” project will 
also bring benefits to Georgia and Iran, 
including bilateral, as well as in terms of 
strengthening ties with Azerbaijan, Tur-
kiye, and Armenia. The details are provid-
ed in our Crossroads of Peace brochure, 
which is distributed to you, and I hope that 
we will be able to implement the project 
as a guarantee of stable and long-term 
peace in our region.

The implementation of this project 
will be beneficial not only for our region, 
but for international trade, connectivity 
and stability. And I hope for support not 
only regional countries, 
but from the international 
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U.S. to continue to engage towards Armenia-Azerbaijan peace, says 
State Department

Pe a c e  b e t we e n  A r m e n i a  a n d 

Azerbaijan continues to be a ‘priority’ 
for the United States, State Department 
Principal Deputy Spokesperson Vedant 
Patel has said.

He said the U.S. is still ready to host the 
next round of Armenian-Azeri peace talks.

“Of course,” Patel said at a press brief-
ing when asked whether Washington is 

still an option for the next round of the 
negotiations. “Outside of everything that of 
course is going on in the world that often 
sometimes takes up a lot of the oxygen in 
this room, peace between those two coun-
tries continues to be a priority for us, for 
Secretary Blinken, and it’s something that 
the department will continue to engage 
towards,” Patel added.

BP projects have helped fund Azerbaijan military aggression – The 
Guardian

BP’s fossil fuel projects in Azerbai-
jan have helped fund the military ag-
gression against Karabakh Armenians 
though the transfer to billions of dol-
lars to the Azerbaijan government since 
2020, a campaign group has claimed, The 
Guardian reports.

Global Witness said Azerbaijan’s 
share of two large oil and gas projects 
operated by the British oil company had 
earned its government more than four 
times its military spending since 2020, 
the year Azerbaijan unleashed war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Analysis by the NGO suggested that 
Azerbaijan’s economic reliance on BP, 
its largest foreign investor, had indirect-
ly helped to fund Azerbaijan’s military 
aggression against Armenians in the re-
gion, which has forced more than 100,000 
people to flee the territory since early 

September.
In the same month senior figures rep-

resenting BP, including its chair, Helge 
Lund, and former chief executive John 
Browne, visited Baku to attend the 100th 
birthday celebrations of Azerbaijan’s late 
former president Heydar Aliyev and reit-
erate its commitment “to long-term part-
nership with Azerbaijan,” according to a 
company statement.

According to The Guardian, BP has 
supplied Baku with oil and gas worth al-
most $35bn (£28.6bn) since 2020 under 
a “production-sharing agreement”.

Sweden’s Ambassador joins EU Mission for patrol in Armenia’s 
Kapan

On a trip to Armenia’s Syunik re-
gion, Sweden’s Ambassador to Arme-
nia Patrik Svensson visited Meghri, the 

southernmost community of Armenia.
At the Meghri checkpoint of Armeni-

an-Iranian state border, the senior staff of 
the checkpoint hosted the Ambassador for 
an informative overview of the checkpoint 
facilities and border operations.

A visit was also made to Tatev, where 
community leader Samvel Lalayan and his 
team briefed the Ambassador on the local 
situation and development projects. They 

discussed ongoing projects supported by 
Sweden, such as SALAR International’s 
efforts to strengthen democracy and pro-
mote good governance at the local level.

In Kapan, the Ambassador also joined 
EU Mission’s Forward Operating Base 
patrol to witness the observer mission’s 
activities aimed at contributing to human 
security in conflict-affected areas at the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan border.
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What happened in Nagorno Karabakh was a form of genocide – Luis 
Moreno Ocampo

The European Union has a role to play 
in helping end violence in the world, Luis 
Moreno Ocampo, former Chief prosecutor 
of the International Criminal Court (ICC), 
said at a press conference on November 7.

“We need a lot from the European 
Union, the EU was created with an idea 
to end violence in Europe, but we need 
something else. Not just ending violence 
in Europe, but also helping end violence 
in the world,” Ocampo said.

“2023 is a year of genocide. We say 
‘never again,’ but in 2023 there is a gen-
ocide in Darfur, that has been ongoing for 
the latest 20 years, there is a genocide in 

Ethiopia, there was a genocide in Nagorno 
Karabakh, there is a genocide coming 
against Armenia, there is a genocide being 
committed by HAMAS against Israelis in 
Israel, and there is a genocide being com-
mitted by Israelis against Palestinians, by 
blockading two million people,” he noted.

“This is the world today and we are 
going in the wrong direction, in particu-
lar because today Europe is also buying 
weapons preparing for a permanent war. 
So, we are investing billions in war and 
nothing in peace. I think that should be 
transforming, and the European Parlia-
ment has a role to play,” he said.

Ocampo noted that what happened in 
Nagorno Karabakh, the blockade of the 
Lachin corridor was a form of genocide. 
“Under the Genocide Convention, one form 
of genocide is creation of conditions to 
destroy a group,” he said.

Armenia to launch new Environmental Protection Agency
The Armenian govern-

ment plans to launch a new 
environmental protection 
agency.

Authorities seek to re-
place the current Forestry 
Committee with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy. The relevant functions 
currently carried out by 
other agencies will also be 
covered by the new body.

“We are now carrying 
out an 8-hour patrol in for-
ests and national parks, but 
we need 24-hour patrols. 

These changes are aimed at 
this,” Minister of Environment 
Hakob Simidyan said at the 
Cabinet meeting on Novem-
ber 8  where the decision was 
approved. 

Environmental Protec-
tion Agency officers will be 
authorized to file proceedings, 
calculate damages and hand 
out fines, and use force if the 
offender fails to comply.

The agency will have 1176 
employees. The agency will 
be fully operational in 2024.

Mayor of Paris will grant honorary citizenship to Artsakh Armenians 
on December 10

Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo will grant 
honorary citizenship to representatives 

of Artsakh Armenians on December 10.
“A tragedy continues to unfold in Ar-

menia. Azerbaijan is guilty of arbitrarily 
detaining former Artsakh officials and 
destroying Armenian heritage in this ter-
ritory,” the Mayor said said in a post on X.

She discussed the issue with Luis 
Moreno Ocampo, former prosecutor at the 
International Criminal Court and author 
of a report on the genocidal process that 
was implemented by Azerbaijan during 
the blockade of the Lachin corridor.

“Our thoughts are with the victims, 
their families, the 100,000 refugees and 
political prisoners detained by Azerbaijan. 
I will present the honorary citizenship of 
Paris to the representatives of the Arme-
nians of Artsakh on December 10, on the 
occasion of International Human Rights 
Day,” Hidalgo said.

“Paris also calls for the immediate re-
lease of all Armenian prisoners held by 
Azerbaijan,” she stated.
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Armenia buys Zen Anti-Drone System from India - EurAsian Times

Armenia has contracted to buy the 
India-developed Zen Anti-Drone System 
(ZADS), a Counter Unmanned Aerial Sys-
tem (CUAS) designed to provide compre-
hensive security against drone attacks, 
EurAsian Times reported citing sources 
familiar with the deal.

Officials who did not wish to be iden-
tified confirmed to the EurAsian Times 
that Armenia has contracted the Hyder-
abad-based Zen Technologies for US$41.5 
million for the anti-drone system order 
that includes both training solutions and 

an anti-drone system.
The anti-drone system from Zen 

Technologies works on drone detection, 
classification, and tracking of passive 
surveillance, camera sensors, and threat 
neutralization through jamming drone 
communication.

Zen Technologies Limited announced 
that at the board meeting held on October 
28, 2023, it approved the establishment 
of a Branch office in Armenia to tap the 
business opportunity, including providing 
sales, support, and service.

The article mentioned that in 2022 

India signed a contract to supply PINAKA 
multi-barrel rocket launchers (MBRL), an-
ti-tank munitions, and ammunition worth 
US$250 million to Armenia.

Parliamentary committee approves Pashinyan Administration’s 2024 
budget

The financial-credit 
and budgetary affairs 
committee of parliament 
has approved the Pash-
inyan Administration’s 
2024 state budget draft.

The policy and ap-
proach is  a imed at 
properly implementing 
the government action 
plan, finance minister 
Vahe Hovhannisyan told 
lawmakers.

“The school building 
program has the most 
important place in this 
budget. Naturally, we must implement all 
expenditures and actions in a way for it to 
increase the economic potential of Arme-
nia, in order to be able to ensure higher 
economic growth in the future, at the same 
time maintain fiscal stability, keep the level 
of debt manageable and do everything to 
keep the debt below 50%,” he said.

The deficit is projected at 3,2 billion 
drams.

“But given the demand of addition-
al expenditures and expected projects, 
we have planned that the entire amount 
that was previously directed as support 
to Nagorno-Karabakh, 144 billion drams, 
will come up from the deficit and appear 

in our expenditures as support 
to our compatriots. As a result, 
next year we will have 4,6% 
deficit,” the minister added. 
He said that this won’t have 
signiciant impact on the fiscal 
situation. The money that was 
previously being allocated as 
a loan will now be released as 
expenditure, implemented by 
Armenia.

The 2024 budget envisages 
2 trillion 566 billion drams in 
tax revenues. Hovhannisyan 
said that his number will like-
ly grow.

Current expenditures will amount to 
2 trillion 321 billion drams, while capital 
expenditures will amount to 710 billion 
drams.

The budget draft received 4 votes in 
favor and one vote against in the commit-
tee. It will now be debated in the plenary 
session of parliament.

Armenia to direct 41% of capital expenditures in 2024 to defense 
sector

41% of capital expenditures envisaged 
in the 2024 state budget will be directed 
to the defense sector, Finance Minister 
Vahe Hovhannisyan has said.

The 2024 budget envisages 710 billion 

drams in capital expenditures.
“41% of capital expenditures will be 

directed to the defense sector,” the minis-
ter told lawmakers during a parliamentary 
committee hearing on the 2024 budget.

555 billion drams will be allocated to 
the defense sector, which is 7% more than 
in 2023.

“Defense expenditures will amount 
to 5,3% in the GDP,” Hovhannisyan said.
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The Power of One Dram for November to Greenhouses for displaced 
Nagorno-Karabakh residents

Idram and IDBank summarize the 
October program of the “The power of 
one dram” initiative. During the previ-
ous month, the entire amount collected 
from the “one drams” transferred for each 
payment made by the Bank and Idram 
customers, the sum of which is AMD 
3,580,216, was transferred to the “Hay-
ordi” initiative.

In early October, as a result of the de-
velopments in Nagorno-Karabakh (NK), 
“Hayordi” took under its roof about 110 
of Armenians forcibly displaced from 
Nagorno-Karabakh and provided them 
with basic necessities, in order to slightly 
alleviate their situation.

The next program of “The power of 
one dram” is also dedicated to compa-
triots forcibly displaced from NK. During 
November, the accumulated amount from 
all payments made through the Idram and 
IDBank platforms will be transferred to 
the construction of greenhouses in Syunik 
for displaced NK citizens. As a result of the 
recent developments in NK, more than 
100,000 residents were forced to leave NK.

More than 5,000 of them found their 
new home in Syunik region. The goal of 
this project is to build greenhouses for 
50 families living in Syunik region and 
change the lives of at least fifty families. 
The program is presented on the ReAr-
menia platform, with which Idram and 
IDBank signed a memorandum of coop-
eration a year ago.

Artak Grigoryan, operational director 
of the ReArmenia platform, said: “Many 
times we have witnessed the impact of 
“The power of one dram” by supporting 
important and good works in various 
fields. Today, all our attention is focused 

on integrating our compatriots from 
Artsakh [NK] and putting their lives on 
a solid foundation. We are glad that “The 
power of one dram” will support the 
project of providing greenhouses to the 
residents of Artsakh [NK] in Syunik this 
month. The project will allow Artsakh [NK] 
residents settled in rural communities to 
be self-sufficient and, to a certain extent, 
survive the latest disaster. The project will 
allow the people of Artsakh [NK] settled 
in rural communities to be provided with 
a stable source of income and to get back 
on their feet after the last disaster. I am 
confident that this cooperation will prove 
the effectiveness of joint and coordinated 
actions.”

You can also join this initiative by be-
coming a goodwill ambassador. For that, 
you just need to make all your payments 
through Idram and Bank platforms.

COMPANIES ARE CONTROLLED BY 
THE CBA

South Korea to open Embassy in Armenia

The South Korean Foreign Ministry 

plans to open embassies in 10 countries 
in Europe, Africa, South America and the 
Pacific by the second half of next year, the 
Foreign Ministry announced on November 
7, Korea JoongAng Daily reports.

This is the first time in 16 years that 
the South Korean government has opened 
10 or more embassies in a year.

The Foreign Ministry said the move 
aims to expand South Korea’s diplomatic 
capability and network.

The countries where the new em-
bassies will be opened are Luxembourg, 
Lithuania, the Marshall Island, Slovenia, 
Sierra Leone, Armenia, Estonia, Jamaica, 
Zimbabwe and Georgia.
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UK Government donates vital medical equipment to Armenia’s 
National Centre for Burns

The UK Government has donated vital 
medical equipment for the rehabilitation 
and treatment of burn patients to the Na-
tional Centre for Burns and Dermatology 
under the Ministry of Health of Armenia. 
These packages include essential anesthe-
sia materials, intubation and laryngoscopy 
supplies such as endotracheal and trache-
ostomy tubes, laryngeal mask airways, and 
emergency cricothyrotomy sets.

UK Ambassador John Gallagher and 
Chris Perkins, the Head of the Political and 

Press Section of the Embassy, personally 
delivered these crucial materials to the 
Director of the Burns Centre, Hovhannes 
Hovhannisyan, and Armen Melkonyan, the 
Head of the International Relations De-
partment of the Ministry of Health. They 
gave their heartfelt appreciation for the 
donation.

This donation follows the vital assis-
tance provided by UK-Med‘s Emergency 
Medical Team to burn patients injured 
in the devastating explosion at the fuel 

storage facility in Nagorno Karabakh on 
25 September. These dedicated med-
ical professionals tirelessly performed 
surgeries and rehabilitation therapy at 
Mikaelyan Hospital in Yerevan from 11 
to 28 October. Those burn patients who 
continue to receive treatment have now 
been transferred from Mikaelyan Hospital 
to the Burns Centre.

“We hope that these supplies will make 
a significant contribution to the treatment 
of the patients,” Ambassador Gallagher 
said.
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Armenia’s GDP growth expected to reach 7 percent in 2023 – IMF
An International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) team, led by Iva Petrova, 
visited Yerevan during September 
13-25 to hold discussions with the 
Armenian authorities for the 2023 
Article IV consultation and the sec-
ond review under the Stand-By Ar-
rangement (SBA) with Armenia. At 
the conclusion of the discussions, 
Ms. Petrova issued the following 
statement:

“I am pleased to announce that 
the IMF team has concluded discussions 
for the 2023 Article IV consultation and 
has reached a staff-level agreement for 
the conclusion of the second review un-
der the authorities’ economic reform 
program, which is supported by an IMF 
three-year SBA. The agreement is subject 
to approval by the IMF’s Executive Board, 
which is scheduled to consider the review 
in mid-December. The Board approval 
would enable access of about US$24.3 
million (SDR 18.4 million), bringing the 
total access to about US$72.9 million (SDR 
55.2 million).

“Notwithstanding the unfavorable 
global economic environment, Armenia’s 
strong growth momentum continued in 
2023 with the economy growing by 10.5 
percent in the first half of the year sup-
ported by robust private consumption 
and services trade. Inflation has remained 
subdued, including due to proactive mon-
etary policy, exchange rate appreciation, 
and falling food and transportation prices. 
However, service price inflation has been 
stickier. The overall fiscal balance record-
ed a surplus of 0.7 percent of GDP through 
September 2023 and central government 
debt remains sustainable. The banking 
system has strong capital and liquidity 
buffers, and its profitability continues to 
remain high.

“We expect growth to ease, reaching 
7 and 5 percent in 2023 and 2024, re-
spectively, as income and capital flows 

moderate, and global and domestic finan-
cial conditions continue to remain tight. 
While growth could surprise on the upside 
in the event of a renewed bout of income 
and capital flows and strong implementa-
tion of reforms, downside risks are elevat-
ed, including from geopolitical tensions, 
tight global financial conditions, slowdown 
in external demand, and abrupt reversal 
of capital flows.

“The authorities have responded pro-
actively to the needs of the more than 
100,000 ethnic Armenian refugees from 
Nagorno Karabakh, including by providing 
cash support to address essential needs, 
temporary shelters, as well as financial 
aid to cover accommodation and utility 
expenses. The ongoing comprehensive 
assessment of their medium-to-long term 
needs—including those related to housing, 
education, employment, and social pro-
tection—would assist in their integration 
in Armenia.

“The draft 2024 budget appropriately 
accommodates refugee support, while 
ensuring macroeconomic stability. The 
fiscal deficit is expected to support prior-
ity social and capital expenditures, with 
efforts continuing to improve revenue 
mobilization. It should also help keep the 
economy from overheating and maintain 
a moderate debt level.

“Amid deflationary pressures with a 
still positive output gap, the Central Bank 
of Armenia (CBA) has started gradual 

normalization of mon-
etary policy and should 
continue its data-depend-
ent approach to ensure 
inflation expectations re-
main anchored. The flexi-
ble exchange rate should 
remain a key shock ab-
sorber. The CBA continues 
its efforts to strengthen 
its prudential and super-
visory frameworks to help 

stem financial sector risks, including from 
rising housing prices.

“In the medium term, it is important 
to maintain the strong policy and reform 
momentum, building fiscal buffers and 
further strengthening medium term 
sustainability; keeping inflation expec-
tations anchored; safeguarding financial 
stability; completing governance reforms; 
and boosting productivity to deliver sus-
tained and inclusive growth. The knowl-
edge-based, export-oriented, and invest-
ment-driven growth strategy envisaged in 
the 2021-26 Government Reform Program 
requires a steadfast implementation of 
structural reforms and an enabling in-
vestment environment. To achieve this, 
it is important to develop and implement 
concrete and fully costed employment and 
export strategies; upgrade the insolvency 
framework and prioritize governance re-
forms to support investment and improve 
the business environment; implement the 
public investment management action 
plan to improve the implementation and 
quality of capital expenditures; and create 
fiscal space through revenue enhancing 
tax policies—including via rationaliza-
tion of tax expenditures—and ongoing 
tax administration reforms.

“The IMF team thanks the Armenian 
authorities, representatives of civil society, 
private sector, development partners, and 
diplomatic community for fruitful discus-
sions and cooperation.”
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Armenia’s Central Bank set to develop an effective model for 
comprehensive regulation of cryptocurrencies

The Central Bank of Armenia 
has initiated measures for the de-
velopment and implementation 
of an effective model of compre-
hensive regulation and control of 
virtual assets.

In order to adequately re-
spond to the risks arising along 
with the emergence of virtual as-
sets, the Central Bank monitors 
the developments of the field of 
virtual assets both in Armenia and in the 
world, the Central Bank of Armenia said 
in a statement on November 6.

In 2018, the Central Bank issued a 
statement on virtual assets, informing 
the public about the high risk and danger 
of transactions with virtual assets.

According to CBA, In recent years, a 
number of problems related to virtual 
assets have become apparent, including:

the growth of individuals’ investments 
in virtual assets occurs in the conditions 
of insufficient protection of their interests, 
accompanied by unscrupulous preserva-
tion of funds and insufficient transparency 
of information, liquidity and pricing,

the field of virtual assets is character-
ized by a high degree of interconnection 
of different cryptosystems, vertically 

integrated vulnerable structures of func-
tions in a single organization or group, in-
adequate management systems, high level 
of liabilities, containing, among others, 
risks of conflicts of interest and financial 
stability,

the anonymity of virtual asset trans-
actions and the volume of cross-border 
transactions increase the risks of money 
laundering and terrorist financing asso-
ciated with them,

a number of services provided by vir-
tual assets are similar to traditional finan-
cial services in their content, therefore 
should be regulated by the same legisla-
tion, but actually operate outside the cur-
rent legislation, which creates an unequal 
competitive environment for traditional 
financial service providers.

The CBA says international 
standard-setting organizations 
(IOSCO, FSB, IMF, BIS, FATF) have 
expressed a clear position empha-
sizing the need for unified and 
comprehensive regulation of vir-
tual assets by all countries due to 
the non-localized (virtual) nature 
of the virtual assets market and 
cross-border circulation.

Taking into account the above, 
as well as global developments related 
to this field, the Central Bank has initi-
ated measures for the development and 
implementation of an effective model of 
comprehensive regulation and control of 
virtual assets.

For effective regulation, the Central 
Bank will adopt the “same activity, same 
risk, same regulation” principle, according 
to which virtual asset service providers 
that offer services similar to traditional 
financial activities should be regulated 
in the same way.

The regulation will enable an adequate 
response to the existing and possible risks 
in the field of virtual assets, while creating 
a clear legal framework for the develop-
ment of innovations and technologies in 
the field of virtual assets.

Minister of Economy briefs Japan’s Ambassador on Armenia’s “dry 
port” project

On November 10, Minister Vahan 
Kerobyan received Japan’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Ar-
menia Fukushima Masanori.

The interlocutors emphasized the 
importance of development of trade and 
economic relations between Armenia and 
Japan and the expansion of business ties.

The parties discussed a number 
of issues related to Vahan Kerobyan’s 

upcoming visit to Japan, Armenia’s par-
ticipation in the exhibition “EXPO 2025 
Osaka, Kansai, Japan.”

The Ambassador noted that the Jap-
anese market will be interested, in par-
ticular, in Armenian agricultural products, 
Armenian culture and history.

The Minister also presented the pro-
ject of construction of a “dry port” in Ar-
menia to the Ambassador.
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Azerbaijan has steadily established itself as a serial violator of justice 
and rule of law, Armenian envoy tells UN

Azerbaijan has steadily established 
itself as a serial violator of justice and 
rule of law, Armenia’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN, Ambassador Mher 
Margaryan said in a statement at the UN 
General Assembly plenary session under 
the agenda item “Report of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice.”

“As the principal judicial body of the 
United Nations, the International Court of 
Justice has a central role in upholding the 
rule of law, peace and stability by offer-
ing legal avenues for resolving disputes. 
The Report demonstrates an increase in 
the Court’s level of activity, which under-
scores the confidence of Member States 
in the Court’s mandate and in its capac-
ity to provide a credible and impartial 
forum of adjudication. The Report also 
evidently indicates that the Court’s role 
extends beyond mere dispute resolution: 
its judgements provide clarity on essen-
tial matters of international law, while 
they also influence inter-state conduct 
and shape international practice,” Amb. 
Margaryan said.  

“Adherence to the international law is 
indispensable for the maintenance of in-
ternational peace and security; it is indis-
pensable for the prevention and removal 
of threats to the peace and suppression 
of acts of aggression, as prescribed in the 
UN Charter. It is in line with these prin-
ciples that, in 2021, Armenia instituted 
interstate proceedings at the ICJ under 

the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) to 
address the systemic violations directed at 
individuals of Armenian ethnic or national 
origin by Azerbaijan and to protect and 
preserve their rights from further harm,” 
he noted.

Mher Margaryan stressed that Azer-
baijan’s persistent failure to uphold its 
international commitments under the 
Convention has recently culminated in 
the perpetration of a premeditated ethnic 
cleansing, which involved the deliberate 
disruption of all movement along the 
Lachin corridor (the only humanitarian 
lifeline connecting Nagorno-Karabakh 
with Armenia), and an imposition of 
a 10-month-long blockade targeting a 
population of 120,000 people, with the 
subsequent use of military force.

“Notably, the need to abide by the legal 
obligations vis-a-vis the Lachin corridor 
has been repeatedly reaffirmed by the 
International Court of Justice through 
the indication of a provisional measure, 
adding to the earlier orders issued by the 
ICJ against Azerbaijan – those concerning 
the protection of the Armenians held in 
captivity by Azerbaijan, the preservation 
of the Armenian cultural heritage, as well 
as the prevention of incitement of racial 
hatred and discrimination, including at the 
level of officials and public institutions,” 
he stated.

The Ambassador emphasized that not 
only has Azerbaijan failed to comply with 
the legally binding Orders of the Court, 
but, in total violation of its obligations, 
it has, instead, embarked on manipu-
lative distortions, which completely go 
against the wording of the Court, as they 
go against the basic rules of interpretation 
– and, indeed, the common sense.  

“Today, it should be beyond any 

reasonable doubt for anyone in the in-
ternational community, within the Unit-
ed Nations and its Security Council that 
Azerbaijan has steadily established itself 
as a serial violator of justice and rule of 
law, whose pervasive record of unchecked 
and disproportionate violence has con-
sistently displayed a most dangerous 
pattern of transgressions in the region, 
as demonstrated, most recently, by the 
massive armed attack launched against 
the besieged population of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh on 19 September, which took lives 
of innocent civilians, including children,” 
Ambassador Margaryan said.

“Azerbaijan’s aggressive, violent con-
duct has eventually resulted in the mass 
displacement of the entire ethnic Arme-
nian population, who were forcibly driven 
out of their ancestral land, leaving behind 
their homes, their schools, their churches, 
their places of worship, the graveyards 
of their loved ones, thousands of monu-
ments and artefacts of the vast Armenian 
cultural and religious heritage. It was in 
response to this violent aggression, that, 
on 29 September, Armenia submitted an-
other appeal to the International Court 
of Justice requesting to take measures to 
prevent displacement of the ethnic Ar-
menians from Nagorno-Karabakh and to 
ensure their right to safe and dignified 
return to their homes,” he noted.

“Effective enforcement of the decisions 
of the International Court of Justice is par-
amount in ensuring that the rule of law 
prevails over unilateral actions, for it is 
vital to sustaining the credibility and in-
tegrity of the international legal system. 
The United Nations has the responsibility 
to upholding compliance and accounta-
bility to pursuit of which Armenia is fully 
committed,” the Ambassador concluded.

EU executive proposes to grant Georgia EU candidate status
The European Union’s executive rec-

ommended on November 8 that the bloc 
grants formal candidate status to Georgia, 
if and when it fulfils remaining conditions, 
Reuters reports. 

“The Commission recommends that 
the (European) Council grants Georgia 
the status of a candidate country on the 
understanding that certain reforms steps 

are taken,” Reuters quoted European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen 
as saying.

The outstanding conditions include 
Georgia aligning itself with the EU’s for-
eign policy sanctions, pushing back against 
disinformation and political polarization, 
as well as ensuring a free and fair 2024 
election.



NextPrevious

14 November #41(1444)2023 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

SOCIETY 11

 page 12

Conference entitled ‘The Rights of Artsakh Armenians and the 
European Union’ held in European Parliament

A conference entitled “ The rights of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh Arme-
nians and the European Union” was held 
in the European Parliament, which was 
organized and hosted by MEP Costas 
Mavrides (Cyprus, S&D) in cooperation 
with The European Armenian Federation 
for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD)  and 
the “Europeans for Artsakh” platform. 

Armenpress Brussels correspondent 
Lilit Gasparyan informs the conference 
was aimed at elaborating on the develop-
ments in Artsakh since 2020 war from the 
perspective of international law, human 
rights as well the response of the inter-
national community, the main players 
involved in mediation, with a particular 
focus on the role of the EU.

Costas Mavrides stated in his opening 
speech that the main goal of the confer-
ence was not only to not forget the eth-
nic cleansing carried out by the regime of 
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev against 
the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh, but 
also to establish justice.

“Criminals must be punished for com-
mitting crimes against humanity, with the 
ultimate goal of preventing their recur-
rence in the future.

That is why I have been advocating for 
years the need to make the EU’s accept-
ance of the jurisdiction of the International 
Criminal Court mandatory for the third 
countries.

It is equally important to ensure the 
safe return of the Armenian population to 
Nagorno-Karabakh and guarantee respect 
for their rights by Azerbaijan. The Euro-
pean Parliament has always been on the 
side of the Armenians because we defend 
respect for human rights and international 
law, and we will intensively continue our 
efforts in this direction,” Mavrides said.

Armenia’s Ambassador to Belgium and 
Head of the Mission of Armenia to the EU, 
Tigran Balayan in his speech stated that 
he was present at the conference not only 
in his official capacity, but also as a per-
son whose family had been subjected to 
ethnic cleansing and left their homeland 
after the aggression carried out by Aliyev 

in front of the eyes of the world and the 
international community.

“Since 2020, every step taken by the 
government of Azerbaijan has fully com-
plied with the 14 factors of atrocity crimes 
defined by the United Nations. Our task is 
to use all possible legal means from our 
arsenal to hold the Aliyev regime account-
able for ethnic cleansing and serious war 
crimes,” Balayan said, adding that the Al-
iyev regime must pay for everything and 
individual sanctions must be imposed. 
According to the ambassador, if crimes 
remain unpunished, they are doomed to 
be repeated. Balayan is confident that the 
European Parliament, within its powers, 
can apply individual sanctions against key 
members of the regime. 

The Chairman of Hay Dat Committee of 
Europe Gaspar Karapetyan, in his speech 
said that the European Parliament, as a 
body elected by the people, fulfills its task 
with honor. Gaspar Karapetyan noted that 
the European Parliament had repeatedly 
condemned Azerbaijan and demanded 
that the executive bodies of the EU take 
clear steps and impose sanctions against 
Azerbaijan. “Despite this, the EU executive 
body wittingly or unwittingly, served the 
interests of Azerbaijan. But we will con-
tinue to mobilize both civil society and 
political forces in Europe, to demand that 
EU executive bodies take responsibility for 
their policy both politically and legally. Hu-
man rights cannot be a tool for promoting 
geopolitical interests,” Karapetyan said.

 One of the key-note speakers of the 
conference, former Chief Prosecutor of the 
International Criminal Court, Luis Moreno 
Ocampo, mentioned in his speech that gen-
ocide is not just mass murder, and what 
happened to the people of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh is a type of genocide. “Blocking the 
Lachin Corridor meant creating conditions 
for the extermination of the people,” said 
Moreno Ocampo and emphasized that the 
Council of Europe can play an important 
role and call the EU member states to ac-
count, so that they also investigate and 
come to the conclusion that what hap-
pened is genocide.

Co-Founder of the Lemkin Institute 
and Director of Legal Affairs Irene Victoria 
Massimino in her speech drew attention 
to the issue of the integration, which is 
often exploited by the EU. “How can some 
government officials ask people who have 
been discriminated, stigmatized, perse-
cuted in prison, killed and tortured to in-
tegrate into a society that discriminates, 
stigmatizes, persecutes in prison, kills and 
tortures? Integration is, at a minimum, 
a naive option,” Massimino said, noting 
that during the genocidal blockade of the 
Lachin corridor, the international commu-
nity had refused to adequately resolve the 
issue of the status of Nagorno-Karabakh 
with regard to the right to self-determi-
nation. In her opinion, the principle of 
“separation for salvation” could also be 
applied.

According to the speaker, diplomatic 
action could be taken to find a fair solution 
to the problem based on the demand for 
autonomy that has lasted for more than 
three decades. “Now the entire region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh is left without indig-
enous Armenians and under the definite 
and concrete risk that every trace of Ar-
menian identity will be deliberately de-
stroyed forever on this land,” added the 
Lemkin Institute co-founder.

In her opinion, today there are three 
important points that the EU should talk 
about. First, the EU must demand the im-
mediate release of all Armenians illegally 
detained in Baku. It is necessary to help 
the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh reg-
ister their property that they were forced 
to leave, and immediately create an in-
dependent fact-finding mission that will 
collect all the atrocities committed.

International human rights activist 
Karnig Kerkonian emphasized in his 
speech that calling crimes by their names 
is a legal obligation. According to the 
speaker, ethnic cleansing is part of a pro-
cess that leads to crimes against humanity, 
genocide and war crimes. According to the 
human rights activist, the international 
community, including the 
EU, had failed to protect 
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Armenian Ombudsperson in Copenhagen presents issues of disclosing 
torture cases among displaced persons

The Human Rights Defender of Arme-
nia Ms. Anahit Manasyan on November 6-8 
participated in the 14th international con-
ference of the Global Alliance of National 
Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) in 
Copenhagen.

 The Secretary General of the Arme-
nian Human Rights Defender’s Office 
Nina Pirumyan also participated in the 
conference entitled “Torture and other 

ill-treatment: the role of National Human 
Rights Institutions.’’

 The aim of the international confer-
ence was to study and define the role and 
challenges of states and human rights in-
stitutions in addressing and preventing 
the risks and root causes of torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment.

Anahit Manasyan presented to interna-
tional partners the experience of working 
as a human rights defender in the Repub-
lic of Armenia as a national preventive 
mechanism.

The work of the Public Council at-
tached to the Defender and the culture 
of cooperation with civil society organ-
izations on issues related to torture and 
other forms of ill-treatment were noted.

During separate discussions, Ms. Ana-
hit Manasyan presented issues regarding 

specific mechanisms for identifying, ad-
dressing and ensuring rights against tor-
ture and other forms of ill-treatment of 
forcibly displaced persons, emphasizing 
the importance of the mentioned issue in 
the context of recent events, in particular 
the forced deportation of Armenians from 
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia.

In that context, the issues raised within 
the framework of the fact-finding work 
carried out by the Human Rights Defender 
were emphasized.

The Human Rights Defender has 
reached a number of agreements on fur-
ther cooperation with partners who are 
members of the Global Alliance of National 
Institutions and expressed her readiness 
to participate in new initiatives related to 
the protection of human rights.

the rights of Artsakh Ar-
menians. ‘’They are now 

obliged to act towards the urgent resto-
ration of these rights,’’ he said.

Kerkorian noted that thinking about 
the past is necessary for accountability, 
because there can be no peace without 
justice.

“The law should be a tool for peace. 

In case of failure to prevent genocide and 
other mass crimes, accountability mecha-
nisms should be put in place to determine 
individual and state responsibility. Re-
sponsibility cannot act as an option, but 
as an absolute necessity or a necessary 
step for restorative justice,” said Kerkori-
an, emphasizing that even the territorial 
integrity cannot be a license for crimes 

and genocide.
During the conference an exchange of 

ideas took place, the main goal of which 
was to understand how the European 
Parliament and MEPs could be useful to 
the Armenians of Artsakh. Those present 
noted the Republic of Armenia is also in 
danger, and inaction could lead to serious 
consequences.

G7 FMs express grave concern over humanitarian consequences of 
displacement of Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh

The G7 Foreign Ministers of Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United 
Kingdom and the United States of Amer-
ica, and the High Representative of the 
European Union have expressed grave 
concern over the humanitarian conse-
quences of the displacement of Armenians 
from Nagorno-Karabakh after the military 
operation conducted by Azerbaijan.

“We urge Azerbaijan to fully comply 
with its obligations under international 
humanitarian law and welcome interna-
tional efforts to address urgent human-
itarian needs for those who have been 
displaced,” the Foreign Ministers said in 

a joint statement.
They underlined the support for ad-

vancing a sustainable and lasting peace 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan based 
on the principles of non-use of force, re-
spect for sovereignty, the inviolability of 
borders, and territorial integrity.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat Mir-
zoyan has welcomed the G7 statement 
on humanitarian consequences of forced 
displacement of Armenians from Nagorno 
Karabakh.

“We underline that strong internation-
al steps and clear public commitments 
by all involved parties are paramount for 
normalization btw Armenia and Azerbai-
jan in line with Granada statement, and 
to address needs of Armenians forcibly 
displaced from Nagorno Karabakh. Arme-
nia has such a commitment,” the Foreign 
Minister said in a post on X.
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nitely we are in front of very important, 
let’s say historic crossroads.

Let’s make it crossroads of peace”.
Then the Prime Minister answered the 

questions of the panel discussion moder-
ator and the audience.

Moderator, Special Advisor of Insti-
tut Montaigne Michel Duclos – Prime 
Minister Pashinyan, I think that the missed 
opportunity of the Granada meeting dis-
appointed you. Some people say that the 
European leaders, including of course 
France, did something wrong, for example, 
by not inviting Turkey or others. How do 
you assess what happened in Granada?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
– Thank you. You know, the fact is that 
the meeting of Granada and its format 
was agreed already on July 15, 2023 in 
Brussels. Therefore, it was not a matter of 
planning in a week, or ten days, or even a 
month in advance.

The three of us, President Michel, Pres-
ident Aliyev and myself, had agreed on 
that, and we had a preliminary agreement 
on the format of the Granada meeting, 
which I think took place in June. The first 
five-sided meeting was held there, and we 
reached a preliminary agreement that the 
next five-party meeting will take place. 
It is a very important circumstance that 
the list of participants was decided there, 
and after that, on July 15, we reaffirmed 
it in Brussels.

By the way, it was announced about it 
publicly. We did not know, I was not in-
formed, that there was another agenda, 
because when we were preparing for the 
Granada meeting, the perception was that 
everything was agreed. The refusal of the 
President of Azerbaijan to participate in 
the Granada meeting, I think, was not re-
lated to other factors, it was just a matter 
of addressing an already agreed issue.

Moderator, Special Advisor of In-
stitut Montaigne Michel Duclos – Dou 
you think Iran has a specific plan regard-
ing the problem between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – We 
know that Iran has clearly stated that it 
supports the peace process on the basis 
of the principles of sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and indivisibility of borders. By 
the way, these are the principles I men-
tioned in my introductory remarks. And 
these principles were also agreed upon 
during the tripartite meeting in Brussels.

By the way, the purpose of the Granada 
meeting was to reaffirm the already agreed 
principles. This is very important. You see, 
now many people are discussing, trying to 
evaluate the possibility of signing a peace 

treaty between Azerbaijan and Armenia. 
There is no exaggeration, if Azerbaijan 
reaffirms what has already been agreed, 
it will mean that 70 percent of the work is 
done. Now the most important nuance is 
whether Azerbaijan will reconfirm what 
was already agreed in Brussels during our 
negotiations, set down in Charles Michel’s 
public statements.

Ambassador of Azerbaijan to France 
Leyla Abdullayeva – Thank you. I am the 
ambassador of Azerbaijan to France. I 
want to welcome the speakers and you, 
the moderator. I would like to address 
the issue that you, dear moderator, ad-
dressed. France is worried about the so-
called threat that Azerbaijan may pose 
France against Armenia. Let me emphasize 
that this fear is completely ungrounded, 
because what Azerbaijan has done so far 
is to reassert its sovereignty over its ter-
ritory, which, by the way, is recognized by 
the international community. So, in fact, 
we got what belonged to Azerbaijan under 
international law. And as Azerbaijan has 
already announced and reaffirmed, we 
are interested in peace. We are not only 
interested, Azerbaijan has also initiated 
the normalization process with Armenia 
immediately after the end of the 2020 war.

And of course, Azerbaijan supports 
direct dialogue between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. And I would also like to refer 
to the Granada meeting and Azerbaijan’s 
position regarding that meeting. The Pres-
ident of Azerbaijan clearly stated that on 
the day before the Granada meeting, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of France visit-
ed Armenia and announced the decision to 
arm and send arms to Armenia. Was this 
really aimed at peace and normalization 
of relations? Arming Armenia, arming a 
country with revanchist ideology. On the 
other hand, France was going to partici-
pate in the meeting as a mediator. Thus, 
the country that publicly supports one of 
the parties, and publicly announces the 
decision to send weapons, and claims 
to be a mediator. On the other hand, the 
leaders rejected the participation of the 
Turkish president. Azerbaijan gave this 
explanation publicly. And I would like to 
repeat the position of Azerbaijan, which is 
about the normalization of relations, the 
restoration of lasting peace in the region. 
Azerbaijan’s principled position regarding 
the peace treaty is that this treaty should 
be based on international law, recognition 
of internationally recognized borders, and 
recognition of the sovereignty of all coun-
tries in the region. Thank you.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan – 
We heard about Azerbaijan’s intentions, 
which I consider positive. But on the other 

hand, I would like to draw your attention 
to the increasing wording by Azerbaijan, 
calling the Republic of Armenia “West-
ern Azerbaijan”. This is a very disturbing 
message and it is very important that 
this narrative is sponsored by the official 
government. But there is a very simple 
question – there is no need for additional 
arguments. If Azerbaijan reaffirms the 
three principles on which we reached an 
agreement with the participation of the 
President of Azerbaijan, it will mean that 
we can continue to move forward.

I would like to address the issue relat-
ed to France and Armenia. Every sovereign 
country has the ability to have an army 
and acquire weapons, etc., etc.

Moderator, Special Advisor of Insti-
tut Montaigne Michel Duclos – Every 
country has the right to defend itself.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
– Yes, I said opportunity, I should have 
said right. Azerbaijan also buys a huge 
amount of weapons. Azerbaijan’s budget 
for acquiring weapons is three times more 
than that of Armenia. But, in general, my 
main message is what I have already said, 
if Azerbaijan reaffirms the three principles 
that have already been agreed upon, it will 
mean that the conclusion of a peace treaty 
with Azerbaijan in the coming months will 
be more than realistic. Let’s move forward.

Question – My question is addressed 
to both of you. Israel’s war against Ha-
mas reduces attention to developments in 
Ukraine, and in general, developments in 
Eastern Europe and beyond. Do you fear 
that the wars in the Caucasus are being 
left out of that attention and that the EU 
enlargement process may gradually wane?

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
– First of all, I would like to welcome the 
decision of the EU Commission, which 
recommends European Council to grant 
Georgia candidate status. This is very 
important. I will not congratulate Prime 
Minister Garibashvili now, I will officially 
congratulate when the European Council 
makes a decision. We think this is a very 
important process and we are following 
developments very closely. We hope and 
wish Georgia every success on this path.

Unfortunately, as Prime Minister Ghari-
bashvili said, we have many conflicts in the 
world, and our mutual task is to continue 
working to address all conflicts, realizing 
that it is not an easy thing. If it was easy, it 
would have been solved a long time ago. 
Unfortunately, we are now in a situation 
where we have a personal and political 
responsibility to address the conflict and 
do our best to succeed.
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Armenia presents tourism potential at World Travel Market in 
London

On November 6th, Armenia’s Ambassa-
dor to UK Varuzhan Nersesyan visited the 
Armenian pavilion at the annual exhibition 
of the World Travel Market organized at 

Excel London.
The stall representing Armenia offers 

the visitors an opportunity to get acquaint-
ed with the Armenian tourism industry.

The Armenian Tourism Committee and 
8 tour operators represented Armenia’s 
potential and attractiveness in the field 
of tourism.

Letters from Seven Years’ War opened 250 years later
Letters confiscated by Britain’s Royal 

Navy before they reached French sailors 
during the Seven Years’ War have been 
opened for the first time, the BBC reports.

Written in 1757-8, they were sent by 
loved ones for crew onboard a French 
warship, but never reached them.

Prof Renaud Morieux, who discovered 
the letters, said they were about “universal 
human experiences”.

The Seven Years’ War was a battle 
mainly between Britain and France about 
control of North America and India.

It ended with the Treaty of Paris, which 
gave the UK considerable gains.

Prof Morieux, a University of Cam-
bridge academic, unearthed the collection 
of 104 letters from the National Archives 

in Kew, and said it was “agonising how 
close they got” to reaching their intended 
recipients onboard the Galatee.

The French postal administration took 
them to multiple ports in France to at-
tempt delivery, but were unsuccessful.

The Galatee was captured by the Brit-
ish on its way from Bordeaux to Quebec 
in 1758.

Upon learning the ship was in British 
hands, French authorities forwarded the 
letters to England, where they were hand-
ed to the navy and ended up in storage.

British Admiralty officials deemed the 
letters had no military significance.

Prof Morieux said he only asked to look 
at the box in the archives “out of curiosity” 
before discovering them.

“I realised I was the first person to read 
these very personal messages since they 
were written,” he said.

“Their intended recipients didn’t get 
that chance. It was very emotional,” said 
Prof Morieux, whose findings were pub-
lished in the journal “Annales. Histoire, 
Sciences Sociales”.

Armenia issues stamp dedicated to 50th anniversary of victory of 
legendary Ararat-73

On November 8th, 2023, a souvenir 
sheet with one postage stamp dedicated 
to the theme “Sport. 50th Anniversary of 
the Victory of “Ararat-73” has been put 
into circulation.

The souvenir sheet with one stamp 
was cancelled by the Deputy Minister 
of High-Technological Industry of the 

Republic of Armenia Davit Sahakyan, the 
Chief Executive Officer of “HayPost” CJSC 
Arayik Abrahamyan, the President of the 
Philatelists’ Armenian Association Hovik 
Musayelyan, the footballers of “Ararat-73” 
Norayr Mesropyan, Sergey Poghosyan, 
Sergey Bondarenko.

The postage stamp of the souvenir 
sheet with the nominal value of 380 AMD 
depicts a football ball where episodes of 
the cup awarding ceremony to “Ararat” 
football team are presented.

The upper part of the souvenir sheet 
depicts the football players of “Ararat” 
football team as well as the logotype 
dedicated to the 50th Anniversary the 
Victory of “Ararat-73”. The bottom part 

of the souvenir sheet depicts the photo of 
“Ararat” football team at its full strength.   

The souvenir sheet and the postage 
stamp depict the inscriptions “USSR 
CHAMPION AND CUP WINNER”, “ARA-
RAT-73” and “50TH ANNIVERSARY” in 
Armenian and English languages.

In 1973, “Ararat” football team not only 
won the USSR Cup, but also the title of the 
USSR Champion in one season.

Date of issue: November 08, 2023 
Designer: David Dovlatyan 
Printing house: Cartor, France 
Stamp diameter: 38,0 mm 
S/sheet size: 90,0 x 90,0 mm 
Print run: 10 000 pcs
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history.
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s
“velvet revolution.” It received
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October,
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Subscribe and watch Noyan Tapan programs on Noyan 
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anTapan (in Russian)

You can also watch them on our social 

pages on Facebook 
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