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Armenian Foreign Minister meets with OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs

Foreign Minister of Armenia held a meeting in Stockholm 
with the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs Andrew Schofer (USA), 
Igor Khovaev (Russia) and Brice Roquefueil (France). The Per-
sonal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office Andrzej 
Kasprzyk also participated in the meeting.

During the conversation, the importance of full resumption of 
the process of peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict within the mandate and the framework of the OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chairmanship was stressed.

Ararat Mirzoyan considered unacceptable the continuous 
warmongering rhetoric and aggressive actions of the Azerbai-
jani leadership. In this context, the Foreign Minister emphasized 
the importance of undertaking concrete steps towards reducing 

tension in Nagorno-Karabakh and the region. The Minister also 
emphasized the necessity of urgent resolution of humanitarian 
issues, in particular, the immediate return of prisoners of war 
and other detainees, inquiry into the cases of enforced disappear-
ances, the preservation of the Armenian historical and cultural 
heritage in the territories fallen under the Azerbaijani control, and 
the creation of opportunities for international organizations to op-
erate in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian side reaffirmed its commitment to con-
tinue working within the mandate of the OSCE Minsk Group 
Co-Chairmanship for comprehensive settlement of the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict on the basis of principles and elements 
well-known to the sides.
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2 POLITICS

Minsk Group co-chairing countries welcome 
Russia’s mediating efforts in Karabakh – 

Lavrov

Russia’s mediation in the settlement of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict has been 
welcomed by the OSCE Minsk Group 
co-chairing countries, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said on Decem-

ber 2 on the sidelines of a meeting of 
the OSCE Ministerial Council in Stock-
holm, TASS reports.

“The Ministers of Russia, the United 
States and France, as countries – co-chairs 
of the OSCE Minsk Group, adopted a 

statement on the Karabakh settlement, 
which, among other things, welcomes the 
mediating efforts of the Russian Federa-
tion,” he said.

The text of the statement is yet to be 
published.

Armenia, Lithuania sign bilateral defense 
cooperation plan

Consultations on the planning of Arme-
nian-Lithuanian bilateral cooperation in the 
field of defense were held in Yerevan on 
December 2, with the participation of the 
delegations headed by Levon Ayvazyan, 
Head of the Department of International 
Cooperation of the Armenian Ministry of 
Defense and Andrius Purvaneckas, Head 
of the International Relations and Opera-
tions Group, Ministry of National Defense 
of Lithuania.

Issues related to regional security, in-

ternational developments, as well as coop-
eration between the Ministries of Defense 
of Armenia and Lithuania were discussed. 
Levon Ayvazyan presented the situation 
on the borders of Armenia, Armenia’s ap-
proaches to the steps to be taken to reduce 
tensions.

The participants of the meeting 
summed up the work done in the previous 
years within the framework of bilateral co-
operation, discussed the opportunities for 
the development of cooperation.

Based on the agreements reached, the 
parties signed the 2022 Armenia-Lithuania 
bilateral military cooperation plan, which 
envisages 71 events in Armenia and Lith-
uania. The events concern the exchange 
of experience in areas of mutual interest, 
training of personnel, military medicine, 
military-political consultations.

Armenian, Greek FMs talk bilateral ties, 
regional developments

The Foreign Ministers of Armenia and 
Greece commended the dynamics of polit-
ical dialogue between the two countries, 
highlighting the importance of promoting 
contacts at the parliamentary level.

Ministers Ararat Mirzoyan and Nikos 
Dendias met in Stockholm on the sidelines 
of the OSCE Ministerial Council meeting.
Minister Mirzoyan expressed his gratitude 
to the Greek Government for its support 
during the difficult period for Armenia, 
as well as for providing humanitarian aid 
to Artsakh aimed at overcoming the crisis 
resulting from the Azerbaijani aggression.

The Foreign Ministers of Armenia and 
Greece also exchanged views on regional 
and international issues of mutual interest. 
Ararat Mirzoyan presented to Nikos Den-
dias the situation resulting from the recent 
aggression unleashed by the Azerbaijani 
armed forces against the sovereign territory 
of the Republic of Armenia and the devel-
opments that followed.

They also exchanged views on the 
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict. Minister Mirzoyan em-
phasized the position of the EU and EU 

member states on the comprehensive set-
tlement of the Karabakh conflict under 
the mandate of the OSCE Minsk Group 
Co-Chairmanship.

The need for the immediate repatriation 
of prisoners of war and other detainees, as 
well as for ensuring unimpeded access of 
international organizations to ensure Art-
sakh was emphasized.

https://tass.ru/politika/13097585?fbclid=IwAR29s6YAca3PbBEME4FKnO87z76O2NmE11FFwhHHjMw5T1keAFfKao9-tXQ
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Increasing funding of science should 
contribute not only to salary increases but 

also to achievement of specific results – Prime 
Minister

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
chaired a consultation at the Government 
dedicated to the funding of science in the 
2022 state budget. The discussion was at-
tended by the heads of the concerned de-
partments, as well as representatives of the 
private sector.

The Prime Minister noted that the fi-
nancing of science from the state budget 
of the Republic of Armenia in 2022 will 
increase by about 85% compared to 2021, 
while the sums allocated for scientific 
thematic research will increase 2.5-fold, 
amounting to 6.7 billion AMD.

«Gross science funding is doubling 
compared to 2017-2018, this is a very 
strong record. I would also like to note that 
we have already adopted a plan on increas-
ing the base salaries of science workers 
by 2026. In fact, the salary of researchers, 
which today is about 90 thousand AMD, 
will rise to 276 thousand AMD by 2026 by 
our decision, which is an increase of 206%.

And the salary of the heads of scientific 
departments, which today is 141 thousand 
AMD, will rise to 477 thousand AMD in 
2025-2026, the growth is about 238%. This 
is our political attitude towards the field 
of science, and this policy, of course, will 
continue”, Nikol Pashinyan said.

The Prime Minister highlighted the 
correct distribution of funding to the sec-
tor, which will contribute not only to the 
increase of salaries, but also to the achieve-
ment of specific results in the medium 
term, which will later be reflected in the 
economy.

Chairman of the Science Committee of 
the Republic of Armenia Sargis Hayotsyan 
presented the programs and events planned 
in the field of scientific and scientific-tech-
nical activity in 2022. In particular, it was 
noted that those programs will be aimed at 
modernizing the infrastructure of science, 
rehabilitation of scientific centers, devel-
opment of professional skills, training for 
young scientists abroad, promotion of ex-

perience exchange programs, holding inter-
national competitions.

 According to Sargis Hayotsyan, the 
steps will be also aimed at increasing the 
efficiency of state funding to the field of 
science, regulating the legal field. In this 
regard, the adoption of the Law on Higher 
Education and Science was particularly 
highlighted.

The Chairman of the State Science 
Committee also presented the opportuni-
ties available within the framework of the 
Horison Europe program, the consolidation 
of resources for the implementation of var-
ious programs by scientific organizations.

During the meeting, various obser-
vations, views and suggestions were 
presented, aimed at the continuous devel-
opment of the field of science.

Prime Minister Pashinyan stressed the 
Government’s intention to contribute to 
the progress of science and highlighted the 
consistent cooperation with the private sec-
tor.

Armenian FM briefs Swedish Parliament 
Speaker on situation after 44-day war

On a working visit to Stockholm, For-
eign Minister of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan 
met with the Speaker of the Swedish Riks-
dag (Parliament) Andreas Norlén.

Ararat Mirzoyan and Andreas Norlén 
touched upon the prospects of further 
development of the friendly relations 
established between the two countries, 
expansion of mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in bilateral and multilateral platforms. 
Minister Mirzoyan highly appreciated 
Sweden’s support, including at the parlia-
mentary level, for democratic reforms in 
Armenia, protection of human rights and 

rule of law, as well as the fight against cor-
ruption.

In the context of the further deepening 
of Armenia-EU partnership, the interlocu-
tors exchanged views on the effective im-
plementation of the Comprehensive and 
Enhanced Partnership Agreement.

Minister Mirzoyan briefed the Swedish 
Parliament Speaker on the situation result-
ing from the 44-day war unleashed against 
Artsakh, the infiltration of the Azerbaijani 
armed forces into the sovereign territory 
of Armenia since May 12, and its recent 
aggression. He stressed the importance of 

a proper and targeted response from the 
international community in the context of 
de-escalating and stabilizing the situation 
in the region.

Touching upon the humanitarian issues 
requiring urgent solution, Ararat Mirzoyan 
stressed the need for repatriation of Arme-
nian prisoners of war, hostages, and other 
detainees held in Azerbaijan, as well as the 
need to overcome the humanitarian issues 
created in Artsakh as a result of the war.
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Co-Chairs regret that it was not possible to hold meeting of Armenian, 
Azerbaijani FMs in Stockholm

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk 

Group (Andrew Schofer of the United 

States of America, Igor Khovaev of the 

Russian Federation, and Brice Roquefeuil 

of France) released the following statement 

on December 4: 

The Co-Chairs met with Armenian 

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan on 1 

December and with Azerbaijani Foreign 

Minister Jehun Bayramov on 2 December 

on the margins of the OSCE Ministerial 

Council in Stockholm. The Co-Chairs also 

met incoming OSCE Chairperson-in-Of-

fice Polish Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau. 

The Personal Representative of the OSCE 

Chairperson-in-Office (PRCiO) Andrzej 

Kasprzyk participated in the meetings.     

The Co-Chairs regret that it was not 

possible to hold a joint meeting between 

the Foreign Ministers of Armenia and 

Azerbaijan under their auspices in Stock-

holm. They express their readiness to host 

such a meeting as soon as circumstances 

allow to continue discussions begun in 

New York in September and in Paris in No-

vember.   

Armenian Consul General briefs LA County 
Sheriff on realities of the 44-day war imposed 

on Artsakh

Consul General of Armenia in Los An-
geles Ambassador Armen Baibourtian had 
a meeting with the Sheriff of Los Angeles 
County Alex Villanueva.

Ambassador Baibourtian presented 
to Sheriff Villanueva the realities of the 
imposed 44-day war on Artsakh, the hu-
manitarian crisis arisen as a result of the 
aggression unleashed by Azerbaijan with 
the backing of Turkey, numerous war 
crimes committed by Azerbaijan, and vi-
olations of international humanitarian law, 
including the targeting of peaceful civil-
ians, the usage of unconventional banned 
weapons, cruel and inhuman treatment and 
torture against hostages and prisoners of 
war (POWs)

Touching upon the latest activities of 
the Consulates General of Azerbaijan, 
Turkey, and Pakistan throughout the war 
and afterward, joined by the Pakistani 
community organizations, Consul General 
Baibourtian drew the attention of Sheriff 

Villanueva to the circumstance that repre-
sentatives of the aforementioned countries, 
in particular, Azerbaijan, do not stop by 
any means in relentlessly spreading utterly 
false information, carrying out unconstruc-
tive and provocative actions.

Similarly, this is the modus operandi 
that the above-mentioned countries have 
adopted and implemented in reference to 
the recent event held in the presence of a 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 
(LASD) high-ranking representative and 
police chiefs of two cities. This was uti-
lized and turned into a platform for the 
dissemination of misinformation, anti-Ar-
menian propaganda, and Armenophobia.

Ambassador Baibourtian noted that he 
considers it improper for the voluntary or 
involuntary involvement of the representa-
tives of the law enforcement in events of 
politicized controversial nature. Altogether, 
such provocative actions cause tensions in 
the multiethnic environment of Los Ange-
les and offend Armenian-Americans. The 
anti-Armenian propaganda carried out by 
the Consulate General of Azerbaijan sows 
hatred, and in some instances, this false 
propaganda materializes through the form 

of hate assaults and attacks or vandalism 
against the Armenian Community in Cali-
fornia, which compromises and endangers 
the safeguarding of their lives and prop-
erty.

Sheriff Villanueva noted that he apolo-
gized to the Armenian-Americans for this 
incident on his personal page on social 
networks a few days ago. He noted that he 
fully agrees with the mentioned points of 
Ambassador Baibourtian and stated that in 
the future he would be more attentive so 
that the staff of his department would not 
participate in politicized events.

The meeting was attended by Counsel-
ors of the Consulate General of Armenia 
Varazdat Pahlavuni and Edgar Grigoryan.
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Cyprus Parliament adopts resolution condemning 
Azerbaijani aggression against Armenians

The House of Representatives of Cy-
prus has unanimously adopted a resolution 
on Azerbaijan’s ongoing aggression against 
Armenians and the current situation in Na-

gorno Karabakh, the Armenian Embassy in 
Greece and Cyprus informs.

The resolution condemns Azerbaijan’s 
aggression against Armenia and Artsakh 
and demands that the provisions of the 
November 9, 2020 ceasefire statement, in-
cluding the immediate release of the cap-
tives, be implemented.

At the same time, it calls on the inter-
national community to act to end Azerbai-
jan’s aggression against Armenia, as well 
as to urge international organizations to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the peo-
ple of Artsakh.

The resolution also condemns Turkish 
involvement in the war against Artsakh.

Only political dialogue can lead to a 
sustainable settlement: EU’s Michel on 

relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan

Prolonged conflicts in the region re-
main a fundamental challenge, President of 
the EU Council Charles Michel said at the 
Eastern Partnership Civil Society Assem-
bly in Brussels on Tuesday.

“They require renewed efforts in line 
with the principles and norms of interna-
tional law,” Charles Michel said, empha-

sizing that the EU stands ready to play its 
role to help prevent and resolve conflict.

“This includes building confidence and 
contributing to lasting and comprehen-
sive settlements – including support for 
post-conflict rehabilitation measures,” he 
added.

“The relations between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan show the fragility of the situ-
ation. I am totally convinced that only po-

litical dialogue can lead to a sustainable 
settlement. It will also require civil soci-
ety in Armenia and Azerbaijan to come 
together, to build bridges and to help in 
reconciliation efforts,” the EU Council 
President said.

Charles Michel will host Armenian 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Azer-
baijan President Ilham Aliyev for a meet-
ing in Brussels on December 15.

Any status within Azerbaijan unacceptable: 
Artsakh FM addresses the conference of ANC 

Offices
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Artsakh David Babayan 
participated in the conference of the 
ARF-Dashnaktsutyun Hay Dat Commit-
tees and Offices, which took place in the 
Grand Hall of the National Assembly of 
Artsakh, and delivered a speech.

In his speech, the Foreign Minister 
touched upon the main directions of the 
foreign policy of the Republic of Artsakh, 
regional developments, and the Azerbaija-
ni-Karabagh conflict settlement process.

Among the foreign policy priorities 
David Babayan pointed out the interna-
tional recognition of the Republic, de-oc-
cupation of the territories of the Republic 
of Artsakh, comprehensive and just settle-

ment of the Azerbaijani-Karabagh conflict, 
as well as the development and expansion 
of relations with different countries and 
their entities.

The Minister stressed that any status 
within Azerbaijan is unacceptable for the 
people and authorities of Artsakh, which 
would mean annihilation of Artsakh and 
the Armenian statehood.

For the effective solution of those 
problems, the Foreign Minister noted the 
importance of the status of Artsakh as a 
geopolitical actor, the Pan-Armenian unity, 
and perception of Artsakh as a supreme 
national value in Armenia and in the Di-
aspora.

David Babayan highly appreciated the 

works carried out by the Hay Dat Offices 
and their contribution to the development 
and strengthening of Artsakh. The Minister 
expressed gratitude to the ARF Hay Dat for 
its patriotic activities and expressed hope 
that the structure would continue its work 
with the same zeal and dedication and that 
the Artsakh-centrism would remain among 
the pillars of its activity.

During the conference, the Foreign 
Minister also answered the questions of the 
participants related to the challenges in the 
foreign policy sphere and the works carried 
out to overcome them.
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European Commission to provide support to Armenia in improving 
aviation safety performance

In view of the enhanced aviation re-
lations between Armenia and the EU ev-
idenced by the signature of the Common 
Aviation Area Agreement (CAAA), the Eu-
ropean Commission will provide support 
to Armenia in dealing with the identified 
deficiencies and to improve its aviation 
safety performance, the EU Delegation in 
Armenia informs.

The EU has recently signed new assis-
tance project “EU support on strengthening 
safety oversight of Civil Aviation Com-
mittee in Armenia in air operations (OPS) 
and continuing airworthiness (CAW) do-
mains.”

On November 15, the European Union 
and Armenia signed a common aviation 

area agreement, based on common high 
standards in aviation safety, security and 
air traffic management. The signing means 
new opportunities for consumers, airlines 
and airports in Armenia and the EU.

The benefits include new air transport 
opportunities, more direct connections and 
economic benefits to both sides:

All EU airlines will be able to operate 
direct flights from anywhere in the EU to 
any airport in Armenia, and vice versa for 
Armenian airlines.

All limitations and restrictions on 
flights between Armenia and the EU will 
be removed and the provisions on open 
and fair competition will guarantee a level 
playing field.

The Agreement will facilitate peo-
ple-to-people contacts and expand com-
mercial opportunities and trade between 
the EU and Armenia. It will also be a valu-
able instrument in the implementation of 
the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement.

Switzerland provides 7 million franks for modernization of 
agricultural education system in Armenia

December 3, 2021, Switzerland 
launched a long-term development project 
to assist Armenia in its efforts of modern-
izing its Vocational Education System in 
agriculture. The Swiss Development Co-
operation approved in principle a support 
program to Armenia with a total amount of 
CHF 7 130 000 (about $7,7 million).The 
project is carried by a unique alliance of 
international and local development actors, 
as well as public and private sectors, which 
will also mobilize additional funds. The 
reform will be implemented by the Swiss 
NGOHEKS, the Armenian NGO SDA as 
well as the German Corporation for In-
ternational Cooperation GIZ, under the 
overall coordination of the Government of 
Armenia.

The intervention will assist the Govern-

ment of Armenia to reform the vocational 
education in agriculture and to make it 
better matched with the market demand, 
leading to more economic development 
and more decent jobs. The project aims 
to improve employment opportunities of 
youth living in rural areas by the means 
of combining theoretical knowledge with 
practical training in a selected number of 
professions. Part of the reform is that along 
with receiving theoretical knowledge at 
vocational education collages, the students 
shall get an opportunity to improve their 
skills in local companies and farms. Their 
training paths will conclude with a state di-
ploma.

The project started on December 
3, 2021, with a preparatory phase of 9 
months. After that, the phase of imple-
mentation will last at least for 8 years, 
with Swiss funds amounting in total to 
CHF 7’130’000. To increase the project’s 
impact and effectiveness, Switzerland co-
operates with a wide range of partners: the 
Government of Armenia, international or-
ganizations, the public and private sectors, 
and academic institutions. Other funding 

partners, who add significant funds to the 
Swiss contribution, include the German 
Federal Ministry of Economic Coopera-
tion and Development BMZ, the Austrian 
Development Agency ADA, the Armenian 
Izmirilian Foundation and some private 
companies in Armenia. Some of these con-
tributions are subject to a final approval.

The project will be executed in the 
Southern Syunik and Vayots Dzor and 
several Northern regions. Implementing 
organizations are the Swiss NGO HEKS, 
the Armenian NGO SDA as well as the 
German Corporation for International Co-
operation GIZ.

The project translates principles and 
objectives of Switzerland’s foreign policy 
and development cooperation into action. 
Switzerland supports the transition of Ar-
menia towards a market economy and 
contributes to ensuring that the country’s 
population benefits from inclusive eco-
nomic development. The project will ben-
efit from the Swiss technical expertise on 
economic development in rural areas and 
its dual education system.
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Armenian medals featured at international art exhibition in Tokyo

Armenian Ambassador to Japan Areg 
Hovhannisyan participated in the opening 
ceremony of the International Art Meda 

Exhibition (FIDEM) in Tokyo, the Em-
bassy of Armenia in Japan informs.

Wo r k s  b y  A r m e n i a n  m e d a l -
i s t  G u rg e n  H a k o b y a n  a r e  a l s o 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n . 
Held at Hotel Gajoen Tokyo, the exhibition 
will continue through December 16.

FIDEM’s – International Art Medal 
Federation – aims to promote and diffuse 
the art of medals at international level, to 
make the art known and to guarantee rec-
ognition of its place among other arts by 
increasing awareness of the art, history and 

technology of medals.
FIDEM organizes a congress every two 

years and an international exhibition of 
the art of medals in order to promote ex-
changes among artists and to make their 
work known internationally.

FIDEM publishes the magazine ‘Mé-
dailles’, which contains information on 
FIDEM activities and the minutes of each 
congress. FIDEM members also receive 
The Medal magazine, which is normally 
published twice a year.

Gyumri Information Technology Center partners with IBM to launch 
AI education program

Gyumri Information Technology 
Center (GITC) partners with IBM to an-
nounce AI educational program in Arme-
nia. Within the framework of the program, 
GITC and SmartClick offer an advanced 
course of Artificial Intelligence + admis-
sion of a program with a trial period.

The program’s partner company Smart-
Click, the largest artificial intelligence (AI) 
company in Armenia, is always looking for 
AI specialists. According to Rem Darbin-
yan, Founder and CEO of SmartClick, the 
demand for specialists in the company will 
continue to grow, and this program is a 
good opportunity to train new specialists 
and provide them with jobs.

The educational program is based on 
the professional needs of SmartClick and 
includes AI content of IBM. The gradu-

ate with the best final exam results will be 
given the opportunity to visit IBM’s head-
quarters in London.

The 6-month course will begin on Jan-
uary 12, 2022, and will be led by Smart-
Click Data Science technical lead Ardalan 
Hosseini. Applications must be submitted 
by December 7 here.

The program currently has more than 

100 applicants who will take the exam to 
participate in the program.

“Members of the GITC Board of Trust-
ees in the United States have been in dis-
cussions with IBM about introducing and 
implementing IBM’s educational programs 
in Armenia. As a result of the negotiations, 
we are now implementing the pilot phase,” 
noted Amalya Yeghoyan, the Director of 
the GITC, adding that the long-term goal 
of the partnership is for IBM to consider 
Armenia as its strategic partner.

According to Julia Game, IBM Skills-
Build Europe Project Manager, it is import-
ant for IBM that program students have the 
opportunity to find a job, the number of 
participants grows year after year, and that 
representatives from various vulnerable 
groups are involved in the future.

Armenian, Latvian post operators announce cooperation
HayPost and Latvijas Pasts announce 

the launch of a new cooperation. A coop-
eration agreement was signed at the ren-
ovated post office 0056 in Yerevan city 
between the CEO of HayPost Hayk Kar-
apetyan and the Director of Latvijas Pasts 
Marcis Vilcans.

“HayPost enlarges the international 
cooperation, developing a new culture of 
provision of postal services. Our aim is 
to constantly provide our customers with 
innovative and advanced solutions, new 
directions,” Haypost CEO of Hayk Kara-
petyan said.

The parties begin cooperation in postal, 
logistic, and financial fields, in accordance 
with the legislations of the Republic of 
Latvia and the Republic of Armenia. The 
new initiative undertaken by HayPost and 
Latvijas Pasts will improve the quality of 
corresponding services for clients, and will 
offer new logistic solutions for delivery of 
postal items from the  Republic of Latvia 
to the Republic of Armenia and vice versa.

Latvia hosts the regional hubs of a 
number of postal and delivery services, 
such as Aliexpress.  

It is planned to create possibilities for 

experience exchange in the field of the 
post-related IT solutions, as well as for 
procurement of ready production in the 
area of innovative technologies.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeVaRckWk0CbLrWC0n0LgVCIscI-jDJNhqmn1RK_fLbxm454w/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2B7vGZvoD5sWA9_Pu8HzgJ0gpA0hrJT5TiHOW7LX3IEAOd59itTcozgxk
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Situation tense one year after Azerbaijani aggression against Artsakh, 
Armenian FM tells OSCE Ministerial

One year after the war of aggression 
unleashed by Azerbaijan against the people 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and the conclusion 
of the November 9 Trilateral Statement, 
the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh and 
borders between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
remains tense, Armenian Foreign Minis-
ter Ararart Mirzoyan said in an address to 
the 28th Meeting of the OSCE Ministerial 
Council in Stockholm.

“Since May 2021 Azerbaijani armed 
forces have infiltrated across the borders 
of Armenia. Up to now, they maintain and 
continue strengthening their illegal pres-
ence on the sovereign territory of Arme-
nia,” he noted. 

“By its aggressive actions Azerbaijan 
is flagrantly violating the Charter of the 
United Nations and the principles of the 
Helsinki Final Act. Needless to say, Azer-
baijan’s actions also violate its obligations 
under the trilateral statement of 9 Novem-
ber on the cessation of all hostilities,” the 
Foreign Minister stated.

He stressed that another feature of the 

use of force is a constant attempt of Azer-
baijan not merely to hold but also capture 
Armenian servicemen and civilians. “Not 
only does Azerbaijan continue to ignore 
the calls of the international community for 
the immediate and unconditional release of 
all Armenian prisoners of war and civilian 
hostages, but on a number of instances, 
most recently on 16 November, its armed 
forces captured more military personnel in 
the course of its attack on the territory of 
the Republic of Armenia.”

No pretext can justify these violent ac-
tions, Minister Mirzoyan said, adding that 
“the continued presence of Azerbaijani 
armed forces on the territory of Armenia 
is a factor of destabilization in the region.”

He voiced hope that the November 26 
trilateral meeting organized by the Russian 
Federation would pave the way for under-
taking certain measures towards de-escala-
tion of the situation in the region. 

“The use of force has never been a way 
to peace in general and in particular in our 
region.  The use of force can defreeze dor-
mant conflicts for a certain period of time, 
but they will get frozen again once there 
is no negotiated and peaceful solution. War 
can come as a unilateral choice but peace 
always requires consent of all sides,” the 
Armenian FM stated.  

He stressed that Armenia is willing 
to achieve lasting stability in the South 
Caucasus and is ready for negotiations to 
achieve that. 

“The sooner Azerbaijan embarks on the 

resumption of the peace process, the better 
will be chances to achieve comprehensive 
and durable settlement in our region. The 
definition of the status of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh based on the realization of the right 
to self-determination, the safe and dig-
nified return of the displaced Armenian 
population throughout the entire territory 
of Nagorno-Karabakh should be substan-
tive issues of negotiations. Equally, the 
resolution of pending humanitarian issues 
such as unconditional return of all Arme-
nian POWs and all other captives, inquiry 
into the cases of enforced disappearances, 
protection of cultural heritage necessitates 
the strong engagement of the OSCE and 
its relevant mandates,” Minister Mirzoyan 
said.

“With this in mind, Armenia will fur-
ther contribute towards the resumption 
of a full-fledged NK peace process under 
the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group 
Co-Chairmanship in close cooperation 
with all OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair 
countries,” he concluded.

In The Hague, Armenia raises the issue of use of weapons containing 
chemical elements by Azerbaijan against Artsakh

The Armenian delegation led by Georgi 
Kocharyan, Head of the International Secu-
rity Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, participated in the 26th session of 
the the Conference of the States Parties to 
the Chemical Weapons Convention held 
from 29 November to 2 December in The 
Hague. During the conference, the imple-
mentation of the Convention on the Prohi-
bition of Chemical Weapons, the current 
challenges and the next steps were dis-
cussed. Fernando Arias was re-appointed 
as the Director-General of the organiza-
tion.The head of the Armenian delegation, 

as the representative of the country, which 
holds the chairmanship of the Collective 
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), de-
livered the joint statement of the CSTO 
member states during the conference.

 The statement referred to the inad-
missibility of the use of chemical weap-
ons during armed conflicts, the need to 
maintain the technical direction of the or-
ganization and its non-politicization.The 
CSTO member states emphasized the im-
portance of maintaining the objectivity and 
impartiality of the Technical Secretariat in 
promptly responding to requests from the 

States Parties to the Convention on the al-
leged use of chemical weapons in armed 
conflicts.

At the conference the national state-
ment of Armenia was distributed, in which 
the Armenian side referred to the use of 
weapons containing chemical elements 
during the aggression against Artsakh un-
leashed by Azerbaijan in 2020, expressing 
regret over the fact that the Technical Sec-
retariat did not send a fact-finding mission 
of the OPCW to investigate the use of the 
weapons containing chemical elements.
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Various forms of harassment against Artsakh and its people continues 
to this day – Ambassador Tigran Mkrtchyan

Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the Republic of Armenia to 
Hellenic Republic, published an op-ed 
in Kathimerini, one of the largest print and 
online newspapers in Greece. Below is the 
full text of the article:

A year of occupation and missed op-
portunities

One year has passed since the last war 
of aggression against Artsakh (the Arme-
nian appellation of Nagorno-Karabakh) in 
2020 September 27 – November 9. This 
was a war launched by Azerbaijan, heav-
ily supported by Turkey, including with the 
involvement of Jihadists from Syria and 
Libya, with massive cases of war crimes 
committed during and after the hostilities. 
Nevertheless, the narrative is still domi-
nated by geopolitical overviews and se-
curity dilemma aspects. What is lacking is 
concern about the lives of peoples on the 
ground and their future. Has the war made 
the region of the South Caucasus and its 
peoples more or maybe less secure in the 
short, medium or even long term? A short 
answer to the last question is evidently 
negative. And here are a few points why.

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is and 
has always been about the refusal by Azer-
baijan to accept the right of the people of 
Artsakh to live safe and dignified life in 
their historical homeland. To put it more 
bluntly – it is about the most fundamental 
of all rights of people- the right to life. And 
this is what has been put under question for 
decades.

As early as in 1960s the Armenians of 
Artsakh appealed to the Soviet govern-
ment to revert Stalin’s illegal decision of 
1921 to include the area into Azerbaijan, 
a new state created in 1918 by the direct 
support of the Caucasian Islamic Army 
led by Pan-Turanist Turkish general Nuri 
Pasha. In 1988 the people of Artsakh again 
appealed to Moscow with a request to im-
plement their right to self-determination. 
Why? The authorities in Azerbaijan sys-
tematically and for decades had continued 
a policy of ethnic cleansings and cultural 
genocide against the ethnic Armenians of 
Artsakh. Various forms of suppression 
and discrimination of Armenians in Soviet 
Azerbaijan were the reason why in 1965, 
1967, 1977 and 1988 tens of thousands of 
signatures were collected under petitions 
and letters calling for a just solution to this 
issue, which would be the passing of Art-
sakh under the control of Soviet Armenia. 
It was also the desire to free themselves 
from oppression which led the Armenians 
of Artsakh to defend their lives in their 

homeland during the wars in 1991-94, 
2016 and 2020.

Cultural genocide and various forms of 
harassment against Artsakh and its people 
continues to this very day, even after the 
44-day war of 2020. Immediately after the 
signature of November 9th statement Azer-
baijan started violating it systematically 
and hypocritically, always blaming the Ar-
menians. All this is conducted with the di-
rect support of Turkey. Every single day, or 
rather several times per day, following the 
end of the war in 2020, shows that Aliyev’s 
ultimate purpose is to get rid of Armenians 
and their heritage in Artsakh to be followed 
by gradual pushing out of Armenians from 
Armenia as well. The lunatic acts of vio-
lence, desecrations and vandalism against 
Armenian cultural sites, churches and cem-
eteries are conducted by the direct orders 
of the Baku, that does not allow even the 
UNESCO visit the area. The unveiling of 
a hideous “Victory Park” in Baku encour-
aging children to visit it and ridicule Ar-
menians has already been characterized as 
a “Nazi park”. Common is also racist lan-
guage which clearly aims at dehumanizing 
Armenians: e.g. “wild tribe”, “barbarians”, 
“dogs”, “savage enemy”, “virus more 
dangerous than coronavirus”, etc. calls to 
one’s mind the world’s worst historical 
criminals.

Mock trials against Armenian prison-
ers of war is yet another blatant disregard 
towards the international community as 
this is one of the few points that several 
countries and international organizations 
have raised as a matter of urgent humani-
tarian issue. On the other hand, not a single 
Azeri war criminal has ever been indicted, 
let alone convicted even if there is plenty 
of evidence of such crimes (Azerbaijan’s 
soldiers were themselves video-taping 
how they were butchering Armenian cap-
tives, including civilians and elderly peo-
ple). The statements that there is no region 
called Nagorno-Karabakh and that there is 
no more Nagorno-Karabakh conflict are 
another proof about the continuous denial 
of everything Armenian. Well, can we ex-
pect such justice in a country where the 
national hero is someone who axe-mur-
dered a sleeping Armenian officer back 
in 2004? Clearly, Turkey’s military lead-
ership’s involvement in this war, Turkey’s 
assistance with weapons, intelligence and 
special units, as well as its recruitment and 
sending to the war zone of Jihadist forces 
from Syria to fight for Azerbaijan, has only 
encouraged Aliyev, who has made a point 
of going around his country in military uni-

form and boasting of the “mighty Army of 
Azerbaijan.՞

Nevertheless, OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs (USA, Russia and France) – inter-
nationally mandated format for negotiating 
a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict, do affirm that an enduring 
solution still needs to be negotiated, and 
the status of Nagorno-Karabakh should be 
determined as well. Ilham Aliyev cares not. 
In fact, Aliyev has in the immediate after-
math of the war, during a “victory parade” 
in Baku referred to Armenia’s capital Yere-
van, Lake Sevan and Syunik as “historical 
lands of Azerbaijan”. Hence, Azerbaijan’s 
soldiers have the audacity to continuously 
provoke the Armenians, penetrate and even 
occupy some areas of the sovereign terri-
tory of Armenia. The Aliyev’s continuous 
statements about “Zangezur corridor” (the 
Syunik region of Armenia bordering with 
Iran) is aimed, as Aliyev himself con-
fessed, realizing the Pan-Turkic dream of 
unifying all Turkic peoples. The November 
14th and 16th attacks by Azerbaijan on the 
south eastern territories of Armenia with 
the use of artillery and heavy equipment, 
and the violation of Armenia’s territorial 
integrity should be understood from this 
focal point. The rhetoric and actions of 
Azerbaijan are an existential threat to Ar-
menia’s sovereignty and no less threat, a 
Pan-Turkic one, to the entire region, from 
Europe to China, from Russia to Iran.

It is clear that resumption of negotia-
tions is the only route to finding an endur-
ing solution to this long-lasting conflict. It 
is also clear that the freedom-loving Ar-
menians of Artsakh cannot live under the 
sovereignty of authoritarian Azerbaijan. 
Death or complete de-Armenianization of 
Artsakh would be the result, something 
that we can not think of and should do 
everything possible to prevent from hap-
pening while it is not too late. If respon-
sibility to protect has any meaning, then 
each country individually and the inter-
national community collectively should 
stand up and clearly show Azerbaijanis 
that this behavior will not be tolerated. 
Targeted appeals and concrete actions are 
more than ever vital now. Acting equivo-
cally would mean silently accepting the 
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh by Aliyev. 

Tigran Mkrtchyan, Designate Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Armenia to the Hellenic 
Republic

https://www.kathimerini.gr/politics/561609508/chronia-katochis-kai-chamenon-eykairion/?fbclid=IwAR2i4gD6Famv5uuO4uvLveRlklrl2bh79Yiy5kz0M23OtUS596fkAF8YQ30
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Matena: International center for professional 
development established in Armenia

A unique partnership project is being 
launched in Armenia – “Matena” Interna-
tional School of Leadership and Profes-
sional Development. Matena’s mission is 
to contribute to the development of pro-
fessional skills and leadership qualities 
through collecting and sharing advanced 
knowledge and the leading world practices 
for those who permanently seek improve-
ment and excellence in their professional 
fields. The initiators and founders of “Mat-
ena” are Ruben Vardanyan, the founding 
partner of “SKOLKOVO” Moscow School 
of Management and “UWC Dilijan” inter-
national school, and Ruben Hayrapetyan, 
doctor of sciences in economics, professor.

“Matena” will introduce an entirely 
new quality and form of education having 
already collected a large database of both 
international and local experts, as well as 
combining their experience and collaborat-
ing with reputable international organiza-
tions. The school has an ambitious vision 
to gain a leading position not only in Ar-
menia, but also in the region, that will con-
tribute to the gradual reforms of the system 
through a ripple effect.

Moscow School of Management 
“SKOLKOVO” is among Matena’s 
key partners. In collaboration with 
“SKOLKOVO”, “Matena” has devel-
oped and will deliver the initial educa-
tion programs for middle and high-level 
executives, as well as for entrepreneurs. 
The International Advisory Board and In-
ternational Academic Board of the school 
comprise reputable representatives of 
academic and business communities, fa-
mous social and political actors, including 
Pierre Gurjian, the longtime “Mckinsey” 
Managing Partner of the Belgium-Lux-
emburg office, the President of the Advi-
sory board of Free University of Brussels; 
Hovhannes Avoyan, the co-founder and 
CEO of “Picsart”; Tigran Khudaverdyan, 
the managing director of “Yandex”; Ruben 
Enikolopov, the rector of New Economic 

School; Vladimir Mau, the rector of Rus-
sian Presidential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration, Mi-
kayel Poghosyan, the rector of Moscow 
Aviation Institute; Karl Johansson, the 
longtime head of “Earnst & Young” in CIS 
countries; Imangali Tasmagambetov, for-
mer Prime Minister of Kazakhstan; Marta 
Albert, managing principal of “QG Family 
Office”, and others.

“Matena’s” first program will be 
launched in the first quarter of 2022. The 
possible participants of the programs will 
be the citizens of Armenia as well as par-
ticipants from diaspora and abroad, includ-
ing the countries of Eurasian Economic 
Union. In addition, free open courses will 
be organized for the youth and students, as 
well as for the wider community through 
the huge network of international and local 
experts. “Matena’s” courses will be in 
three languages, Armenian, Russian, and 
English, and will be held not only in Arme-
nia (Yerevan, Dilijan, etc.) but also abroad 
in collaboration with international partners. 
In the meantime, a new academic base for 
“Matena” is planned to be built.

“Matena” will also contribute to the 15 
strategic goals of the “Future Armenian” 
public initiative, in particular, to the imple-
mentation of “Education excellence: prior-
itize education as the highest societal value 
for Armenians worldwide”. 

“Over the 20 years of implementing 
numerous projects in Armenia, I have en-
countered four main challenges: a lack of 
qualified managers, a lack of large-scale 
and multipurpose projects that would have 
caused a chain reaction of positive changes, 
a lack of financial resources for the imple-

mentation of those projects, as well as the 
absence of favorable and stimulating en-
vironment for their implementation. All 
these challenges are interconnected, but 
the major one, in my opinion, is the first 
one, and if we could find an answer to it, 
it would become the key to solving all the 
other problems”, emphasized Ruben Var-
danyan. “That is why we are establishing 
a center for the development of leadership 
and management competencies for repre-
sentatives of both the private and public 
sectors. Since the programs of our school 
are also intended for public officials, we do 
hope that we will be able to build effective 
cooperation with the state”.

“We have always had high-quality spe-
cialists in Armenia, however the process 
of their preparation has been fragmented, 
chaotic and mostly formal. Currently, there 
is a significant shortage of people, who 
would be ready to lead the crucial reforms 
of various systems both in the private and 
in public sectors through their professional 
knowledge, experience and permanent 
personal growth. Obviously, the current 
circumstances in Armenia require the de-
velopment of a fundamentally new culture 
of professional education in Armenia, es-
pecially in preparing leaders-professionals, 
which is one of the necessary prerequisites 
for the development of our country. In 
fact, everything is very simple:  we cre-
ate a platform of professional excellence 
through “Matena”, where we combine the 
best practices of the world’s outstanding 
professionals, leaders, as well as the best 
local experts, and we gradually promote 
it in Armenia in order to generate tangible 
outcome for our country”, – noted Ruben 
Hayrapetyan.

With the determination to contribute to 
the implementation of this important mis-
sion, “Matena” International School has 
been founded in Armenia. The initial pack-
age of the programs will be announced 
soon, in the meantime you can follow the 
news and be informed about the opportuni-
ties of joining the international community 
of “Matena”.
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Continued from #55(29.11.21)

“Artsakh is in my Heart”: AMAA 102nd  Annual Meeting in Fresno 
with the Guest of Honor Artsakh State Minister Artak Beglaryan

“Everybody was delighted by Mr Beglaryan…”
By Gourgen James Khazhakian,

Honored Journalist of Armenia

As our source told us, there were 
also American officials, members of 
the lower house and the State Senate of 
California, governors of the Los Ange-
les County, and representatives of the 
City Council.

 In their speeches they stressed that 
the most influential state in the United 
States recognized the independence of 
the Artsakh Republic in 2014 and con-

tinues to stand by the people of Art-
sakh.

“The State Minister is the embodi-
ment of the Artsakh struggle. The visit 
is especially important from a political 
point of view, to show that California 
stands by the people of Artsakh. That is 
a powerful message, because Califor-
nia is a powerful player for the whole 
of America and the world. California 
will continue to play that important 
role for Artsakh,” says Maria Elena 
Durazo, California State Senator.   

“It is important for the commu-
nity to keep in touch with Artsakh so 

that we can feel, hear, understand what 
is happening, and see how we can be 
helpful, and the relations are always 

open and bilateral”, says Assembly 

member Adrin Nazarian representing 
the 46th California Assembly District.

“I was in Artsakh about four years 
ago,  says Assembly member Laura 
Friedman who represents the 43rd 
Assembly District, I was impressed by 
the attraction of that place, the culture 
of the Armenian people, which is em-
bossed on every stone and structure. In 
Glendale, in Los Angeles, we were ter-
rified of the war, and it moved so many 
people here. The activity of the State 
Minister, by which he shows courage 
and resilience, is the hope of the future 

that Artsakh will remain independent, 
the bearer of Armenian culture in the 
hands of Armenians,” says Assembly 
member Laura Friedman who rep-
resents the 43rd Assembly District.

Artak Beglaryan presented the 
planned programs implemented in Art-
sakh to the American-Armenian com-
munity and to the American officials, 

urging the American-Armenians to 
take part in them.

“We also reaffirm our commitments 
to Artsakh, which are more important 
today,” says Zaven Khanjian, Execu-
tive Director/CEO at Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America.

“Such a visit is necessary to present 
their thesis to various American cir-
cles, to know the State of Artsakh, to 
be useful to the people,” says Vazgen 
Khodanian, Chairman of the Govern-
ing Body of the SDHP (Hnchakyan 
Party).

“Today we rely on two wings – Art-
sakh and the Diaspora. We have high 
hopes that we will be able to achieve 
what is planned in Artsakh these 
days, in cooperation with the Dias-
pora-Homeland-Artsakh,” says Raffi 
Balian, Chairman of the ADL (Ram-
kavar) Party US West Coast Central 
Committee.
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“Artsakh needs 
every  he lp  these 

days. We must unite,” says Harut Sas-
sounian, publisher of The California 
Courier.

Artak Beglaryan mentions that 
the Artsakh war is not only for the 
Armenians, but is a universal strug-
gle of civilisations.

He says that only a part of the 
crimes against humanity committed 

by Azerbaijan has been presented to 
the international community, the rest is 
still not fully studied and presented.

“We have the piece of Artsakh on 
which we live, we will continue the 
struggle for the recognition of our 
rights, we will continue the political 
struggle for the restoration of our lost 
Homeland,” Artak Beglaryan says.

The Los Angeles City Council 
Invites Artsakh State Minister

The Los Angeles City Council also 
hosted the Artsakh State Minister. On 
the initiative of Council member Paul 
Krekorian, Artak Beglaryan met with 
American figures who have always 
supported Artsakh. They stressed that 
now they consider it more important 
to express their support to the people 

of Artsakh, to reaffirm their respect for 
the people who have built an indepen-
dent, sovereign state.

“It is important for the world to 
see the Los Angeles City Council high-
lights the recognition of Artsakh as a 
historically Armenian-populated area. 
It is important especially during the 
suffering of the people of Artsakh, after 
the war and atrocities. Immediately 
after the end of the pandemic restric-
tions, I will leave for Artsakh at the 
first opportunity,” says Mitch O’Far-
rell, Los Angeles City Council Mem-
ber.  

“It is important to support the peo-
ple of Artsakh who have gone through 
hardships. We were not there, but we 
can imagine what was happening. We 
have come to express our support and 
communicate with an important person 
like Mr Beglaryan” says Paul Koretz, 
Los Angeles City Council Member.

The members of the Los Ange-
les City Council stated that they had 
adopted a number of resolutions, by 
which they provided both symbolic 
and substantial support to Artsakh. 

Notably, Los Angeles City Council 
member Kevin de León proudly pre-
sented the medal he received from the 
Artsakh president that was awarded to 
him in 2014, when the City of Los An-
geles officially recognized Artsakh’s 
independence and sovereignty, urging 
the US federal government to do the 
same. 

This time Paul Krekorian was 
awarded a state award by the Artsakh 
State Minister.

“Many times in the Los Ange-
les City Council we have honored 
high-ranking officials of Artsakh, 
which they deserve as an independent, 
sovereign state. We have been criti-
cized by Azerbaijan at times, but this 
city will continue to respect Artsakh’s 
independence, sovereignty and free-

dom. Especially now, after the war, it is 
very important that we, at the reception 
of the State Minister, tell the people of 
Artsakh that the city of Los Angeles 
stands by them,” says Paul Krekorian.

At the end of the reception, Ambas-
sador Baibourtian presented a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation to the Executive 
Director of the Armenian National 
Committee of America -Western Re-
gion (ANCA-WR) Armen Sahakyan 
for his many years of dedicated ser-
vice, professionalism, and effective co-
operation with the Consulate General 
of Armenia as well as on the occasion 
of completing his mission in California 
and decision to move to Armenia.

Artak Beglaryan, the State Minis-
ter of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) is 
the first Artsakh official to visit Cali-
fornia since the 44-day war. As a re-
minder, the visit is at the invitation of 
the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, full of meetings with com-
munity structures, American figures 
and various circles of the Armenian so-
ciety. At the heart of the meetings is the 
aftermath of the war and the issue of 
their elimination.

“The only irreversible loss due to 
the war is lives, everything else can 
be reversible, and be the basis for our 
further strengthening transformation,” 
says Artak Beglaryan, Artsakh State 
Minister. 

At the Community Meeting/
News Conference

At the community meeting orga-
nized in the Union of Armenians of 
Iran, Artak Beglaryan presented the 
state of Artsakh today, the short-term 
and long-term plans of the Artsakh 
Government.

“Now Artsakh is in a better con-
dition than even 
I expected. There 
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is a serious success in 
terms of demographics: 
one hundred and twenty 

thousand Armenians live in Artsakh 
today, while we did not expect this 
number. This means that the people of 
Artsakh are strong and proud of their 
land and cling to it and say that we will 
live here, despite all the challenges,” 
Beglaryan says.

Again and again, the Artsakh State 
Minister presented to the Ameri-
can-Armenian community the five pil-
lars on which, in his opinion, the future 
of Artsakh should be built: stable secu-
rity, growing demography, developing 
economy, education of high quality, 
effective management. He spoke about 
his vision of what to do in those five 
directions.

The community issues addressed 

by the Artsakh State Minister referred 
to almost all spheres of the country, 
from energy supply to education and 
tourism. The majority of the questions 
reflected the main concern of the com-
munity - the security of Artsakh.

“I am impressed and I think we are 
thinking in one direction. There is a lot 
of energy and compassion in the com-

munity, but many do not know how to 
help the Homeland and Artsakh. This 
visit will be a stimulus to find the po-
tential for the sake of the Homeland 
and the development of Artsakh,” 
Beglaryan says.

“As long as the people can realize 
that Artsakh remains, they are fighting. 
It inspires hope that we have no right 
to be disappointed, we can create a 
new future,” says Tomik Alexanyan, 
Member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Union of Armenians of Iran, Chief 
Secretary.

“The visit of the Artsakh State Min-
ister is important, because it opens a 
window through which the Diaspora 
looks at Artsakh. What he said is im-
portant that we all have a role to play 
in Artsakh. Every little thing is a great 
help,” says Anthony Portantino, Cali-

fornia State Senator.
The Artsakh State Minister con-

tinued the meetings with the Ar-
menian-American circles in San 
Francisco, then on the East Coast of 
the United States visiting Boston, New 
York, - in accordance with his official 
position, to meet with local Armenian 
communities.

As Harout Nercessian, AMAA 
Armenia Representative said, he has 
known personally Mr Artak Beglaryan 
for two years already. 

“I met with Mr Beglaryan over two 
years ago when I visited Artsakh.

We discussed AMAA projects with 
him”, Harout Nercessian said

In Mr. Nercessian’s words, and as it 
was mentioned above, Artak Beglaryan 
knows AMAA quite well as he was 
an active participant in its (AMAA) 
camps in his youth, and “…his value 
system and spirit to serve were heavily 
shaped in our camps... 

…I am very impressed by Mr 
Beglaryan first as a person, and, sec-
ond his capabilities and skillfulness…
and, at the same time he is a very 
humble man, having a great sense of 
humor. And, indeed, he is a very good 
professional…

As to his being in California, I can 
state that whenever he met Armenians, 
all of them were really delighted by Mr. 
Beglaryan,” Harout Nercessian said.

He added that “…When I brought 
Artak Beglaryan from the Los Ange-
les airport to a Glendale hotel where 
he, I and other guests stayed, it was 
enough for Artak to bring him to his 
hotel room, show him the bed, drawers, 
etc…Despite his visual impairment he 
was able to manage everything…” 

 According to Harout Nercessian, 
Artak Beglaryan is very devoted to 
Artsakh, he is not there for personal 
gain, he is wise and modest  and knows 
how to meet today’s challenges for Art-
sakh, 

“Artak  Beg laryan  gave  h i s 
speeches…all from memory (natu-
rally, he cannot read notes). That was 
incredible, and, again, everybody was 
delighted by him”, Mr Nercessian said.

“I think he is great gift to Artsakh”, 
he concluded.
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A center that Google and other tech companies would be jealous of: 
Serj Tankian on TUMO

Sam Simonian and Sylva Simonian cre-
ated a center that Google, or any of these 
tech companies, would be jealous of, Sys-
tem Of A Down frontman Serj Tankian said 
in an interview with Forbes.

Tankian discussed his role with TUMO, 
the Center for Creative Technologies 
(TUMO), which started in Armenia and has 
now grown globally.

The ambitious program offers free edu-
cation and training to teens in 14 different 
subjects, from music, filmmaking and an-
imation to programming, robotics and 3D 
modeling.

“I actually helped add the music pro-
gram ’cause I’m not sure they were think-
ing about it. And I said, “Well, do you have 
room for a music program?” And Sam 
was so cool. He said, “Can you send me 
the specs of what we need, what kind of 
recording computer or whatever system? 
And I’ll put it together.” And they did, and 
now they have a thriving music program 
with multiple bands and things happen-
ing,” Serj Tankian said in an interview with 
Steve Baltin.

“TUMO has grown from one center to a 
number of them in Armenia, to worldwide. 
So now there’s a TUMO in Moscow, in 
Kiev, in Paris, in Germany, in Berlin, and 
it’s just growing all over the place. There 

are plans to open up one in North Holly-
wood. L.A. City just granted them some 
money to open up a huge TUMO Center 
in North Hollywood, again, for kids to 
freely learn how to do all these after-school 
skills,” he informed.

Tankian noted that “it has perfectly co-
incided with Armenia’s growth in the tech 
sector.” “So kids that really do well with 
technology and learn skills at TUMO are 
able to take those skills and apply them 
commercially, start companies, join com-
panies, get hired by software companies 
within Armenia. So that’s been incredible 

to see as well. So it’s actually serving as 
a technical skill platform on top of every-
thing else.”

“In the post-Soviet transition of Arme-
nia from independence, TUMO has served 
as a location where people whose parents 
have means, and people whose parents 
have no means, sit on the tables next to 
each other and collaborate on a program 
or on a film or on a musical project. It’s 
created a really modern space pre-egalitar-
ian kind of thinking within Armenia’s new 
socio-economic circles. Pretty wild,” he 
added.

Roberto Travan’s photos depicting the impact 
of Artsakh War on display in Turin, Italy

Italian photojournalist Roberto Tra-
van’s long-term project “Nagorno Kara-
bakh, peace can wait” has been launched 
in Turin (Italy).The photos documenting 
the tragedy of the war imposed on Artsakh 
in September 2020 will be on display until 
January 16 as part of the photo exhibition 
“Strappi.”“After the exhibition in Brussels, 
happy to open another tear on the tragedy 

of Nagorno Karabakh,” Roberto Travan 
said in a Facebook post.

From September 27 to November 10, 
2021 photos depicting the impact of the 
Artsakh war through the lens of photog-
raphers Roberto Travan and Olivier Pa-
pegnies from Belgium were on display in 
Brussels.The opening of the open air exhi-
bition in the heart of Ixelles (Flagey area) 
on October 1st gathered around 200 at-
tendees, including European commission 
representatives working on the region, 
current and former Belgian members of 
Parliament, officials of local authorities 
in Brussels and Ambassador and Head of 
Mission of the Republic of Armenia Mrs. 

Anna Aghadjanian.In his conversation with 
on-site viewers, Roberto Travan expressed 
just how deeply he has been affected by his 
experience in Artsakh and how grateful he 
is for the people of Artsakh who did their 
best to accommodate his needs during his 
mission as a reporter.

He explained: “I’ve covered different 
war zones in my career as a photo jour-
nalist. I was in Ukraine, in Afghanistan, in 
Central African Republic but my work in 
Nagorno Karabakh was by far the hardest 
experience. The constant shelling in Step-
anakert, day and night, on civilian targets, 
was really what made it so different from 
the other wars.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevebaltin/2021/12/01/qa-serj-tankian-on-tumo-learning-centers-and-why-he-gives-back-to-education/?sh=20ed0e813408&fbclid=IwAR3zJkvRu77Orbsxo23rIIT8a92-Ssw_QlG6txNQ-Q1dxkbYDAFdN6I-PK8
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected to 
the leadership of The Armenian Iden-
tity Card (HyeID) network structures.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID)  cardholders can benefit from 
the possibility of discounts intended 
for HyeID cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
• The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
• Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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