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movement holding a rally in 
Republic Square

OSCE will support Armenia and Azerbaijan in peace efforts, 
Chairman-in-Office says

Achieving sustainable and comprehen-
sive peace between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan is one of the priorities of the OSCE, 
OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of 
Malta, Ian Borg, said at a press conference 
in Yerevan alongside Armenian Foreign 
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan.

“Dialogue and diplomacy is the only 
way. We are convinced that constructive 
dialogue between equals guided by prag-
matism and honesty, is indispensable for 
achieving a comprehensive and lasting 

settlement,” he said.
“The advances made on delimitation 

of the border are definitely valuable steps 
on that path. Tomorrow in Baku, I will 
convey these messages to my Azerbaijani 
interlocutors and call for a reliable and 
stable commitment in the negotiations,” 
said the OSCE Chair.

He emphasized that “after decades of 
conflict it is imperative for the people of 
Armenia and Azerbaijan to finally achieve 
peace, security, and prosperity they de-
serve,” he added.

“As OSCE we stand ready to engage 
more,” Ian Borg said. “At the same time, we 
continue to support or national and inter-
national initiatives that create a positive 
momentum and produce tangible results 
to effectively overcome the conflict,” he 
added.

“We will support Armenia and Azerbai-
jan so that they can reach a comprehensive 
and stable peace agreement. We are aware 
that both countries prefer to resolve issues 
bilaterally, and we support this,” Borg said.                                                                                                                                        

Read on page 4
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Nikol Pashinyan, Vladimir Putin hold private conversation

A private conversation between Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Armenia Nikol 
Pashinyan and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin took place in the Kremlin.

The President of the Russian Federa-
tion greeting the Armenian Prime Minis-
ter, noted that he is very happy about the 
meeting and is ready to discuss all issues 
of bilateral interest:

“We had a jubilee summit, the EAEU 
marked the 10th anniversary, cooperation 
within the framework of that international 
organization has positive impact on all 
countries, including Russia and Armenia. 
The increase in trade turnover for Armenia 
with EAEU countries has been significant 
since 2015 - 14 times.

As for bilateral relations, they are also 
developing successfully. First of all, we 
pay attention to economic cooperation. 
Last year saw significant increase in trade 
turnover, which is related to the increase 
in your exports to our country. The trade 
turnover between our countries amounted 
to more than seven billion dollars, such a 
volume has never been seen in our trade 
and economic relations. Of course, there 
are issues not only related to the increase 
in trade turnover, there are issues related 

to security in the region, we will not dis-
cuss them in open mode now, but there 
is an opportunity to talk about the entire 
spectrum of our relations, including se-
curity issues in the region, at the EAEU 
working platform.”

 In his turn, the Prime Minister of Ar-
menia thanked for the warm hospitality 
and for organizing the session of the Su-
preme Eurasian Economic Council at a 
high level.

“The last time we met was in Decem-
ber, during which, of course, there were a 
lot of issues that needed to be discussed. 
Of course, we have already discussed the 
economic sector during the session, and I 
am sure that now we will discuss the most 
important issues of bilateral relations, 
regional issues. I am also happy to see you, 
“said the Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

Armenia, Hungary mutually agreed to open embassies
Armenia and Hungary have agreed to 

open embassies in each other’s capitals. 
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Péter Szijjártó announced this 
during a joint press conference with Ar-
menian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoy-
an in Budapest. He noted that since the 
restoration of diplomatic relations with 
Armenia, within 1-1.5 years, they have 
been able to take significant progressive 
steps aimed at the prosperity of the coun-
tries’ economy. Armenia and Hungary have 
signed the program and agreement on 
economic cooperation and cooperation 
between the countries.

As a result, a working group will be 
established to promote economic coop-
eration, with the goal of expanding and 
speeding up economic ties between the 
two countries.

“Last year, our economic development 
and turnover reached 70 percent. Hungar-
ian pharmaceutical companies are more 
active in the Armenian market, increasing 
their market share. I am glad that we have 
come to the conclusion that we should 
mutually open embassies in each other’s 
capitals. As of now, we have consulates,” 
Szijjártó said.

He stressed that because of the positive 
and effective economic relations between 
Armenia and Hungary, they believe that 
the time has come to establish embassies 
in both countries. Starting from July 2024, 
a direct flight between the capitals of the 
two countries will also be launched by 
Wizz Air. Diplomatic relations between 
Armenia and Hungary were established 
on February 26, 1992. However, they 
were suspended on August 31, 2012, after 

Hungary extradited Azerbaijani criminal 
Ramil Safarov to Azerbaijan.

 On December 1, 2022, Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs Ararat Mirzoyan and Péter 
Szijjártó met during the OSCE ministerial 
forum in Łódź, where they agreed to re-
store full diplomatic relations. Szijjártó 
visited Armenia in 2023, and President 
Vahagn Khachaturyan paid an official visit 
to Hungary on February 5-7.

Serbia’s new FM optimistic about prospects of cooperation with 
Armenia

Serbia’s newly appointed Foreign Min-
ister Marko Djuric is optimistic about the 
prospects of cooperation with Armenia.

“In the year in which we are marking 
the 30th anniversary of Serbia-Armenia 
diplomatic relations, I am optimistic about 
the prospects of our future cooperation,” 
Djuric said in response to Armenian 

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan’s con-
gratulation on X.

Ararat Mirzoyan earlier congratulated 
Marko Djuric on his appointment as For-
eign Minister of the Republic of Serbia. 
“With joint efforts we can enhance coop-
eration taking into account our priorities 
and current challenges,” the Armenian 

Foreign Minister said.
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Foreign Minister Mirzoyan expresses confidence for progress of 
Armenia-EU projects during Hungarian presidency

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan, 
during a joint press conference with the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary 
Péter Szijjártó expressed his confidence 
that the programs of Armenia and the Eu-
ropean Union will progress significantly 
during Hungary’s presidency.

“I am sure you are aware that we are 
engaged in a process that essentially 
brings Armenia closer to the EU and the 

EU closer to Armenia. At the moment, we 
have a new set of initiatives on our table. 
Here, we greatly hope and rely on Hunga-
ry’s upcoming presidency in the European 
Union. We are confident that the issues 
and planned programs will progress with 
tangible steps during your presidency as 
well.

Hungary will take over the EU presi-
dency from July 1, 2024.

Mirzoyan provides constructive review about meeting with 
Azerbaijani foreign minister in Almaty

The meeting of the foreign ministers 
of Armenia and Azerbaijan in Almaty 
took place in a constructive atmosphere, 
reported by Ararat Mirzoyan during the 
press conference. 

“Our latest negotiations with the Azer-
baijani side took place in a constructive at-
mosphere. My assessment is fully reflected 
in the joint press release issued following 
the negotiations between the parties. And 
at the moment there is neither reason nor 

expediency to talk about this more. The 
process continues in line with the accept-
ed principles and in accordance with the 
principles that we have repeatedly stated,” 
he said.

On 10-11 May 2024 negotiations were 
held between Ararat Mirzoyan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia, 
and Jeyhun Bayramov, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan.

The Ministers welcomed the progress 
on delimitation and agreements reached 
in this regard. The Ministers and their del-
egations continued discussions on the 
provisions of the draft bilateral Agree-
ment on the Establishment of Peace and 
Interstate Relations between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. The parties agreed to continue 
negotiations on the open issues where 
differences still exist.

France welcomes talks between Armenian, Azerbaijani FMs held in 
Almaty

France welcomes the new ses-
sion of negotiations held between 
the Armenian and Azerbaijani for-
eign ministers on May 10 and 11 in 
Almaty, the French Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement.

“France underlines the impor-
tance of the reaffirmation by the 
Parties of their commitment to 
the Alma-Ata declaration of 1991, 
to the mutual recognition of their 
territorial integrity, as a basis for 
this process, in line with the quadrilateral 
meeting in Prague of October 7, 2022,” the 
Ministry stated.

In this context, France calls to continue 
the delimitation of the border on the basis 
of the principles agreed in the declaration 

of April 19, 2024 and as an exten-
sion of the first demarcation work 
carried out on the ground. At the 
same time, it calls for continuing 
discussions with a view to signing 
a peace treaty between the two 
countries.

It welcomes the initiative of 
the Kazakh authorities to facil-
itate the holding of these talks.

France will continue to work, 
alongside its partners, to establish 

a just and lasting peace in the South Cauca-
sus, in compliance with international law.
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Alma-Ata declaration inclusion in peace treaty is crucial for regional 
stability-Ararat Mirzoyan

Armenia believes that by enshrining 
the principles of the 1991 Alma-Ata Decla-
ration in the peace treaty being discussed 
with Azerbaijan, it can put an end to the 
long-standing conflict and establish a sta-
ble peace in the South Caucasus. This was 
stated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan at a press 
conference with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Malta and the current OSCE 
Chairman Ian Borg.

Mirzoyan said that at a meeting with 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta 
they discussed security issues in the South 
Caucasus. “I presented to my colleague the 
current situation in the South Caucasus, 
the events taking place at the last stage of 
negotiations between Armenia and Azer-
baijan, including the details of the nego-
tiations held in Almaty. In this context, I 
emphasized the agreement, confirmed on 
April 19 by the delimitation and border 
security commissions of the two countries, 
that the political basis for the delimita-
tion process should be the 1991 Alma-Ata 
Declaration. This agreement reaffirmed 
the positions previously expressed by the 
Prime Minister of Armenia and the Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan on various platforms. 

They agreed that the Alma-Ata Declaration 
should serve as the basis for mutual rec-
ognition of the territorial integrity of both 
countries and the delimitation process. 
The Prime Minister of Armenia and the 
President of Azerbaijan first agreed on 
this in Prague in 2022 and have since then 
had the opportunity to reaffirm this prin-
ciple on various platforms. And I hope that 
enshrining this principle in a peace treaty 
and signing a peace treaty can put an end 
to this long-standing conflict and establish 
a stable and lasting peace in the region,” 
said the Armenian Foreign Minister.

Ararat Mirzoyan said that an important 
component of peace is also the unblocking 
of transport communications in the re-
gion, regarding which Armenia presented 
its vision with the “Crossroads of Peace” 
project. “We are not only ready, but also 
interested in re-establishing transport 
communication, in particular, in the first 
stage, railway communication with Azer-
baijan, of course, understanding that all 
infrastructures will remain under the sov-
ereignty of the countries through whose 
territory they pass, will act according to 
the jurisdiction of these countries and, of 
course, the regulations will be mutual and 

in accordance with the principle of equal-
ity,” said the Armenian Foreign Minister.

Mirzoyan added that in the context of 
geopolitical developments, the OSCE is 
facing serious challenges, and these chal-
lenges require all participating states to 
address existing problems with the effec-
tive use of the organization’s tools and 
mechanisms in the OSCE area of respon-
sibility. He underscored that the provi-
sion of a comprehensive, inviolable and 
cooperative security concept is the basis 
of the creation and operation of the OSCE.

“The South Caucasus also faces serious 
challenges, and they, in turn, violate key 
principles such as territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of states. These are challeng-
es that are directly related to the OSCE 
mandate and emphasize the importance 
of targeted participation of the structure,” 
Mirzoyan noted.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ar-
menia said that during the meeting they 
exchanged ideas on relations between 
Armenia and Malta, stressing that Armenia 
values relations with Malta and is ready 
to make active efforts to deepen those 
relations.

Putin, Pashinyan agree to withdraw Russian military from some 
Armenian regions -Kremlin spox

Press Secretary of the President of the 
Russian Federation Dmitry Peskov has 
commented on the decision to withdraw 
Russian military and border guards from 
certain regions of Armenia.

“Indeed, due to the fact that conditions 
have changed, Pashinyan and Putin have 
reached an agreement on this matter,” Ria 
Novosti quoted Peskov as saying.

According to the press secretary of the 

Russian President, however, the Russian 
border guards will remain at Armenia’s 
border with Iran and Turkey.

Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Armenia and Kazakhstan held a 
meeting in Almaty

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ar-
menia Ararat Mirzoyan had a meeting with 
the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Kazakhstan Murat Nurtlau.

According to a press release from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, 
the interlocutors noted with satisfaction 
the dynamics of the development of the 
high-level political dialogue between 
Armenia and Kazakhstan. Topics on bi-
lateral agenda were discussed following 
the discussions held during the visit of 

the President of Kazakhstan to Yerevan 
in April.

The interlocutors exchanged views on 
regional issues.

The symbolic nature of holding the 
meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan on the Kazakh plat-
form, particularly in the city of Almaty, 
was emphasized taking into account the 
significance of the 1991 Alma-Ata Declara-
tion in the process of normalization of re-
lations between Armenia and Azerbaijan, 

including the border delimitation.
The issues of the development of re-

gional economic and transport commu-
nications were touched upon. 
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Discussions continue on providing funds to Armenia from European 
Peace Faci: EU Ambassador

Discussions continue in the Council of 
the European Union on providing Arme-
nia with funds from the European Peace 
Facility, the Head of the EU delegation to 
Armenia, Ambassador Vassilis Maragos, 
stated this during a press conference, in 
response to question regarding the EU’s 
refusal to provide security assistance to 
Armenia through the European Peace Fa-
cility due to Hungary’s veto.

The Ambassador also addressed the 

question whether the EU would make 
another attempt to initiate a process to 
support Armenia or consider supporting 
Armenia through alternative channels.

“During the meeting of the EU Council, 
we discussed with member states how 
to support Armenia’s resilience, how to 
meet the needs that Armenia has for-
mulated in the field of security. At that 
stage, EU member states had agreed 
to consider two possibilities. Firstly, to 

provide non-lethal assistance to Arme-
nia through the European Peace Facility, 
and secondly, to increase the number of 
members in the EU observation mission. 
Vassilis Maragos noted that that they were 
making progress with the observation 
mission. “The process of deploying new 
observers is underway. As for the EU Peace 
Facility, discussions continue in the coun-
cil,” said the EU Ambassador.

ICC should consider new Armenian genocide petition – Luis Moreno 
Ocampo

The International Criminal Court 
should new Armenian genocide petition,, 
ICC’s first Chief Prosecutor Luis More-
no Ocampo says in an article published 
by POLITICO.

Last month, the California-based 
Center for Truth and Justice (CFTJ) pe-
titioned the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), where I served as the first 
chief prosecutor, to investigate Azerbai-
jan President Ilham Aliyev for genocide 
against Armenians in Armenia — and it’s 

a petition the ICC should consider.
“It’s a bitter reality that more than a 

century after the first widely recognized 
genocide of the modern era, where over 
a million Armenians were slaughtered by 
the Ottomans, Armenians are again the 
victims of genocide,” Mr. Ocampo says.

“Indeed, soon after the ethnic cleansing 
in Nagorno-Karabakh, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan visited Azerbaijan 
to show his support. And Western polit-
ical leaders seem to support Aliyev too 

— European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen has even called Azerbaijan 
a “crucial partner”,” he adds.

“All this is a sobering reminder of how 
little we’ve learned from history, and how 
vulnerable we still are to evil. In 1932, 
Albert Einstein wrote to Sigmund Freud, 
arguing that extreme nationalism could 
beget violence on a huge scale. It’s time 
the world understood this as well — and 
created new strategies to stop all geno-
cide,” Ocampo continues.

“Tavush for the Motherland” movement holding a rally in Republic 
Square

Members of ‘Tavush for the Mother-
land’ movement hold a rally on the Re-
public Square of Yerevan, Armenia

The rally of the “Tavush for the Moth-
erland” movement in the Republic Square 
began with the national anthem of the 
Republic of Armenia, the Lord’s Prayer 
and chants of “Armenian, Motherland, 

Armenia and God.”
The leader of the movement, head 

of the Tavush Diocese of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church Archbishop Bagrat Gal-
stanian thanked all the supporters of the 
movement, noting that the demand of the 
movement is to stop the border delimita-
tion process in Tavush province.

“We came with the idea of reconcili-
ation. Our movement has no color, but it 
is a combination of different colors, and 
the combination of all colors is white, the 
secret of reconciliation, peace, and victo-
ry,” he noted.

“Tavush for the Motherland” move-
ment demanded the resignation of Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The leader of the Diocese of Tavush 
said that the movement is giving Prime 

Minister Nikol Pashinyan one hour to sub-
mit his resignation. “I am ready to meet 
and discuss the conditions of resignation,” 
he noted.

The protest movement began in Arme-
nia’s northern Tavush province following 
the announcement of the start of border 
delimitation process on April 19.

The Police have urged to strictly obser-
vance the public order. In a statement the 
Police said they “will continue to perform 
the functions assigned by law, ensuring 
public order and the safety of citizens.”

They urged the participants and or-
ganizers of  rally to refrain from actions 
aimed at violating public order, to respect 
the rights of fellow citizens and to obey the 
legal requirements of the Police officers 
who maintain public order.

Bagrat Srpazan who is against the 
method of border demarcation with 
Azerbaijan is coming from Tavush to 
Yerevan with his supporters on foot

https://www.politico.eu/article/icc-armenian-genocide-nagorno-karabakh-azerbaijan-ilham-aliyev/
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Farmenia-azerbaijan-genocide-claim-international-court-4331781a6213e82a78b9ce152ed8d27c&data=eJxNjb0OwjAQg5-m3VKR9C8MGVgYYYAdXS8nOJRcqjQVEk9PYULyYMv-ZHRD1-8Qez8N-07X3s0pcGFMDa11dNfTpbdXDPE2vOvFeZCq25XHKp6y1g2mWGd3nlk4id6qf3p1j1LmpWoPlTluglnotXyZb8jbLNDPRRIGBW_KE_ATRN1JErInhQE4KpZCWaBsHxAUpjUX1bWtHq2GweiWrIHRTnsk3Rvy1psRP9uHSH4%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Farmenia-azerbaijan-genocide-claim-international-court-4331781a6213e82a78b9ce152ed8d27c&data=eJxNjb0OwjAQg5-m3VKR9C8MGVgYYYAdXS8nOJRcqjQVEk9PYULyYMv-ZHRD1-8Qez8N-07X3s0pcGFMDa11dNfTpbdXDPE2vOvFeZCq25XHKp6y1g2mWGd3nlk4id6qf3p1j1LmpWoPlTluglnotXyZb8jbLNDPRRIGBW_KE_ATRN1JErInhQE4KpZCWaBsHxAUpjUX1bWtHq2GweiWrIHRTnsk3Rvy1psRP9uHSH4%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Farmenia-azerbaijan-genocide-claim-international-court-4331781a6213e82a78b9ce152ed8d27c&data=eJxNjb0OwjAQg5-m3VKR9C8MGVgYYYAdXS8nOJRcqjQVEk9PYULyYMv-ZHRD1-8Qez8N-07X3s0pcGFMDa11dNfTpbdXDPE2vOvFeZCq25XHKp6y1g2mWGd3nlk4id6qf3p1j1LmpWoPlTluglnotXyZb8jbLNDPRRIGBW_KE_ATRN1JErInhQE4KpZCWaBsHxAUpjUX1bWtHq2GweiWrIHRTnsk3Rvy1psRP9uHSH4%25
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Eurasian Economic Union is an important platform for member state 
economic interaction

During the ten years of its existence, 
the Eurasian Economic Union has become 
an important platform for close economic 
interaction among its member states.

The Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, said at the 
session of the Supreme Eurasian Economic 
Council on May 8 in Moscow.

It is evident that the normative base 
of the EAEU continues to evolve, and 
the completion of this process is not yet imminent. It is important that this 

development occurs within the framework 
of economic logic. Only by respecting the 
interests of each member state and seek-
ing constructive solutions that align with 
the interests of each member state can we 
maintain the effectiveness of the union.

We consider it necessary to centralize 
our efforts in order to take into account 
the national priorities of socio-economic 
development,” the Prime Minister noted.

Armenia and Hungary sign an agreement and a cooperation program
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Arme-

nia Ararat Mirzoyan and Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Trade of Hungary Péter 
Szijjártó signed several documents follow-
ing their meeting in Budapest.

According to a statement from the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, the 
two ministers have signed an agreement 

between the Government of the Republic 
of Armenia and the Government of Hun-
gary on economic cooperation, as well 
as a cooperation program between the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Armenia and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Hungary for the years 
2024-2025.

Armenia to refrain from financing CSTO activities in 2024 – MFA
 Armenia will refrain from participat-

ing in financing CSTO activities in 2024, 
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Ani 
Badalyan.

“The Republic of Armenia will refrain 
from joining the decision of the CSTO 
Collective Security Council of Novem-
ber 23, 2023 “On the 2024 budget of the 

Collective Security Treaty Organization” 
and participating in the financing of the 
organization’s activities provided for by 
it,” Badalyan said.

Meanwhile, Armenia will not object to 
the adoption of this decision in a limited 
format.

European Commission’s Executive Vice President Dombrovskis in 
Armenia for EBRD’s Annual Meeting

Executive Vice-President and Com-
missioner for Trade Valdis Dombrovskis 
will represent the European Union at 
the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) 2024 Annual 
Meeting & Business Forum in Yerevan, 
Armenia, on Wednesday and Thursday.

During his mission, EVP Dombrovskis 
will participate in a panel on Critical Raw 
Materials (CRM], witness a signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween EBRD and Kazakhstan to develop 

its mining sector sustainably – part of 
implementing the EU-Kazakhstan CRM 
roadmap. He will also take part in the 
EBRD Board of Governors Plenary session. 

The EVP will meet senior Armenian 
government officials, including President 
Vahagn Khachaturyan, Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan as well as Deputy Prime 
Ministers, Mr. Mher Grigoryan and Mr. 
Tigran Khachatryan. In addition, he will 
meet Moldova’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Mr. Dumitru Alaiba and Egypt’s Minister 

of International Cooperation, Ms. Rania 
Al-Mashat. 

Under the broad theme of “Delivering 
Impact Together,” the EBRD 2024 Annual 
Meeting & Business Forum serves as a 
global platform for discussions on how to 
help economies adapt and thrive in an ev-
er-changing world. This year’s programme 
includes high-level discussions, panels, 
and speakers addressing pivotal global 
topics, from fintech and cybersecurity to 
sustainable infrastructure and economic 
inclusion.
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Ambassador visits Armenian pavilion at ATM 
Dubai 2024 exhibition

On May 6, Armenia’s Ambassador to 
Armenia Gegham Grigoryan visited the 
Armenian pavilion at the ATM Dubai 2024 
international exhibition.

The visitors got the chance to explore 
the beautiful exhibition of Armenia Travel 

team, showcasing the rich culture, stun-
ning landscapes, and warm hospitality of 
Armenia, and listened to the wonderful 
performances of the Armenian Profession-
al Qanun player Bella Papikyan.

EBRD to hold its 2024 Annual Meeting and Business Forum in 
Armenia

The European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD) will be hosting 
its 33rd Annual Meeting and 
Business Forum in Yerevan, Ar-
menia next week under the 
banner of “Delivering Impact 
Together.”

The event will be the larg-
est of its kind ever held in Ar-
menia and the choice of loca-
tion demonstrates the EBRD’s 
ongoing support for the country and the 
Caucasus region.

The three-day meeting, which opens 
on Tuesday 14 May, will bring together 
government officials, financial and cor-
porate executives, entrepreneurs, civil 
society and media from across the regions 
served by the EBRD.

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan is expected to address the Board of 
Governors’ opening session at Yerevan’s 
Opera House on Wednesday 15 May. The 
Vice Chair of the Board of Governors, 
Gintarė Skaistė, Minister of Finance of 
Lithuania, and EBRD President Odile Re-
naud-Basso will make opening speeches.  

The Governors will elect a President 
to lead the Bank for the next four years on 
Thursday 16 May. Ms Renaud-Basso was 
first elected to the post at the Bank’s 2020 

Annual Meeting and her current term is 
coming to an end.

Ms Renaud-Basso is the only candidate 
to have been nominated for the role this 
year. To secure election, candidates need 
a double majority of votes – that is, from 
both the total number of Governors and 
members’ total voting power.

Governors will also begin considering 
the Bank’s next “roadmap” – the Strategic 
and Capital Framework, which will set 
out its priorities for the period 2026-30.

A wide range of topics will be dis-
cussed at the Business Forum, such as the 
importance of regional connectivity and 
value chains; fintech, artificial intelligence 
and cybersecurity; energy security and 
renewables; the challenges caused by the 
war in Ukraine; digitalization in emerging 
markets; and financial inclusion.

Those unable to travel to Yere-
van next week to take part in the 
event will be able to follow most 
of the events live online.

Guest speakers on the pan-
els include: Noubar Afeyan, the 
co-founder of Moderna; Thierry 
Deau, CEO of Meridiam; Martin 
Wolf from the Financial Times; 
Rania Al-Mashat, Egypt’s Minis-
ter of International Cooperation; 
Marie Lou Papazian, CEO of Tumo; 

political scientist Melanie Garson; pro-
fessor and historian Harold James; and 
Alexia Latortue, Assistant Secretary for 
International Trade and Development at 
the US Treasury.  Department of the

On 15 May the Bank will also release 
its Regional Economic Prospects report 
showcasing its latest macroeconomic fore-
casts for its regions.  

One of the highlights of the Business 
Forum will be Armenia’s Investment Out-
look session on the same day. Over the last 
five years, the EBRD has invested €640 
million in the country, supporting private 
sector development, infrastructure im-
provements, renewable energy generation 
and rural digitalisation.

To date, the EBRD has invested 
over €2.1 billion in 210 projects across 
Armenia.
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UN Assistant Secretary-General reiterates support to Armenia’s 
development priorities

On 5-8 May, Ivana Ž� ivković, UN Assis-
tant Secretary-General, UNDP Assistant 
Administrator and Director of the Regional 
Bureau for Europe and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (RBEC), came to 
Armenia on her first visit to the country.

In her discussions with Deputy Prime 
Minister Mher Grigoryan, Deputy For-
eign Minister Mnatsakan Safaryan, other 
government officials, diplomatic corps 
and development partners, UN Country 
Team, civil society, women and youth, 
Ivana Ž� ivković emphasized UNDP’s role 
as a strategic partner of the Government 
of Armenia in addressing complex de-
velopment challenges for the benefit of 
people of Armenia, with focus on refugee 
crisis response, sustainable development, 
women and youth empowerment. She 
also offered UNDP’s continuous support 
in providing durable and innovative solu-
tions in social protection, public services, 
development financing, green economy, 
energy efficiency, and best practices in 
solving climate change issues.

“Armenia faces complex challenges on 
its development trajectory, further com-
pounded by multiple crises. UNDP works 
together with the Government of Armenia, 
UN agencies, international development 
community and civil society organizations 
to build resilience of refugees and host 
communities. Within these challenges also 
lies an opportunity to create a sustain-
able future. By working together at the 
international, national, and local levels, 
we can unlock the incredible potential of 
sustainable development where humanity 

and nature thrive in harmony,” said Ivana 
Ž� ivković.

In the National Assembly of Armenia, 
together with the President of the National 
Assembly Alen Simonyan, the UNDP As-
sistant Administrator launched the sec-
ond phase of the cooperation to promote 
parliamentary democracy in Armenia and 
make the legislative body more responsive, 
transparent and effective. The project is 
funded by the Governments of Sweden and 
Norway, along with the National Assembly 
of Armenia.

Key highlights from the visits to UNDP 
project sites

Ivana Ž� ivković also visited UNDP pro-
ject sites in Gegharkunik, Tavush, Ararat, 
Vayots Dzor and Syunik regions.

In Sevan, Gegharkunik region, she got 
acquainted with the work of the automatic 
weather station modernized with fund-
ing from the Government of Japan, one, 
among the 11 modernized stations in 
Gegharkunik, Tavush, and Syunik regions, 
increasing the weather monitoring and 
observation accuracy, and country wide 
coverage up to 80 percent. UNDP Assistant 
Administrator also observed the rich bio-
diversity of the Sevan National Park and 
learned about the park management plan 
– a tool for more efficient management 
and conservation of Lake Sevan natural 
resources and biodiversity as part of UN-
DP’s cooperation with EU4Sevan project.

In Dilijan, Tavush region, Ms. Ž� ivković 
visited energy efficient buildings retrofit-
ted with funding from the Green Climate 
Fund. So far, 152 residential and 52 public 
buildings were retrofitted across Armenia, 
including 45 kindergartens and schools, 
decreasing energy consumption from 40 
to 60 percent and positively impacting 
the well-being of more than 46,000 resi-
dents, with over 50 percent being women 
and girls.

In Masis community, Ararat region, 
UNDP Assistant Administrator witnessed 

the successful construction of 18 modern 
apartments within the premises of a for-
mer sports school to accommodate over 
70 refugees, funded by UNDP and the UN 
Global Emergency Response Fund. These 
newly developed units are in line with con-
temporary standards of living, reflecting a 
commendable effort in providing comfort-
able housing solutions to refugees. “Dur-
ing my meetings with refugees I gained a 
deeper understanding of the human cost 
of displacement and discussed with them 
how UNDP can further contribute to build-
ing their resilience and creating a more 
welcoming and supportive environment 
for them,” said Ivana Ž� ivković.

In Areni, Vayots Dzor region, Ivana 
Ž� ivković saw UNDP’s innovative, extra-cur-
ricular bus for the community youth, fund-
ed by the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC).

In Goris, Syunik region, UNDP Assistant 
Administrator met with regional and local 
leadership, refugees, who directly benefit 
from UNDP projects on the ground and 
reiterated UNDP’s full support to enhance 
community resilience and to integrate 
refugees into the Armenian society.

Ivana Ž� ivković was delighted to see the 
enthusiasm of members of the Women and 
Youth Advisory Council adjunct to head of 
Tegh community, funded by the SDC, who 
promote local democracy, address refugee 
issues and make their voice heard in all 
community affairs. In Tegh, Ms. Ž� ivković 
also participated in the opening of a sim-
ple hideout and was briefed on the results 
of the EU-funded explosive ordnance and 
mine risk education campaigns.

In Goris and Verishen, UNDP Assistant 
Administrator also got acquainted on the 
ground with the projects implemented 
within the framework of the EU4Dialogue 
initiative and talked with the beneficiaries 
about the self-employment and income 
generation opportunities that UNDP pro-
vides for refugees and host communities.
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Forests, wetlands, and landscapes to restore in Armenia with World 
Bank support

The World Bank’s Board of Executive 
Directors approved the RESILAND: Ar-
menia Resilient Landscapes Project (RE-
SILAND Armenia) that aims to help the 
government to strengthen community 
engagement and improve the management 
of forests, wetlands, and protected areas 
in selected locations in Armenia.

According to a press release by the 
World Bank, supported by the Global En-
vironment Facility (GEF), in the amount of 
$5.45 million and co-financed by the Gov-
ernment of Sweden, in the amount of 
$3.65 million grant, the project will also 
reinforce the institutional framework for 
sustainable landscape management. It will 
expand the areas under sustainable man-
agement, mitigate forest fragmentation, 
increase tree cover density, and improve 
the management of neglected abandoned 

wetlands.
Additionally, the project will promote 

sustainable economic activities and foster 
the creation of environmentally sustain-
able jobs in selected rural communities. 
New and restored forests and wetlands 
will contribute to reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions and will enhance the country’s 
resilience to the impacts of climate change.

“Armenia’s beautiful landscapes are 
one of the country’s biggest assets. This 
asset has been threatened by man-made 
deforestation and landscape degrada-
tion, fueled by unsustainable practices 
of communities and weak environmen-
tal oversight. The RESILAND project ad-
dresses forest degradation by providing 
alternative livelihoods for communities 
and by strengthening oversight mecha-
nisms through improvements to the policy 

framework,” said Carolin Geginat, World 
Bank Country Manager for Armenia.

Armenia, known for its rich biological 
diversity, faces a unique challenge as it is 
a forest-poor country, with only 11.2 per-
cent of its territory covered by forests. Ac-
cording to a World Bank report, Armenia’s 
forestry sector has the potential to con-
tribute to the country’s social, economic, 
and cultural well-being through forest and 
landscape restoration efforts. Restoring 
existing and planting new forests, preserv-
ing wetlands, and establishing protected 
areas also contributes to enhanced natural 
assets and provide valuable services that 
support human well-being and the econo-
my. Each hectare of forest is estimated to 
deliver on average $417 per year in total 
value from a number of ecosystem services 
(or $138 million annually).

Border issues should be resolved so that they do not become a casus 
belli for Azerbaijan to attack Armenia - Swiss MP

Stefan Müller-Altermatt, a member of 
the National Council of Switzerland, in an 
interview with Armenpress, expressed an 
opinion that the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
border issues must be resolved at some 
point, and the terrible legacy of Stalin 
must be overcome, because otherwise 
they are always a possible casus belli that 
Azerbaijan can use to attack Armenia.

The interview is presented below:
- Azerbaijan has violated the terri-

torial integrity of Armenia, refuses to 
return Armenian POWs as well as con-
tinues to make aggressive announce-
ments, why doesn’t the European Union 
impose any sanctions on Azerbaijan or 
Aliyev himself?

- Because of a combination of disin-
terest and self-interest. Europe and the 
USA are completely absorbed in terms of 
security policy with the wars in Ukraine 
and Israel. And because of the sanctions 
against Russia, Europe is dependent on 
other oil and gas suppliers. And then there 
is the fact that Azerbaijan is very actively 
involved in political processes in Europe. 
“Caviar diplomacy” is now a recognised 
term. And unfortunately, it is successful: 
there are also among Western politicians 
weak people who throw their values over-
board for a few conveniences.

- How important would be the deep-
ening of relations between Armenia 
and the European Union for the se-
curity and prosperity of the region? 
How would you assess the high-level 
meeting of Armenia-EU-US in Brussels 
on April 5?

- The meeting was of enormous impor-
tance. Azerbaijan’s nervous provocations 
in the week before 5 April proved this. Eu-
rope’s commitment to Armenia’s security 
was long overdue.

In the end, Armenia is once again a 

pawn of the geopolitical situation. The 
country clearly decided in favour of de-
mocracy and the rule of law in 2018. It 
is then also the task of the Western com-
munity of values to protect this country 
when the surrounding authoritarian 
states, which are opposed to democracy 
and the rule of law, attack it. Russia, as the 
leading power in the authoritarian bloc, 
will do everything in its power to keep 
Armenia in its hands. That is why rapid 
and fruitful talks with the European Union 
are extremely important.

And when I say “quickly”, I can certain-
ly give a date: Armenia needs comprehen-
sive security guarantees from the West 
before the end of COP29 in Baku. Because 
I am very sure that Aliyev will lose any 
friendly face after COP29 and that Putin 
will also force him to take violent action. 
But there is no way back for Armenia. That 
is why the West must now really show its 
colours for Armenia - quickly.

- Recently, Armenia and Azerbai-
jan reached an agreement on starting 
the border delimitation 
process based on the 

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099090523175040850/pdf/P17173805d072503008f460b8c8ded40056.pdf
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Tribute to fallen soldiers on Victory and Peace Day

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, ac-
companied by the Speaker of the National 
Assembly Alen Simonyan and members 
of the legislative and executive bodies, 
visited the Victory Park on the occasion 
of the Victory and Peace Day.

Nikol Pashinyan approached the con-
gratulated the veterans present in the 
Park on the holiday and wished them 
good health.

The officials laid flowers at the 

monument of the Unknown Soldier and 
paid tribute to the memory of the martyrs 
who gave their lives in the fight against 

fascism, as well as for the statehood, inde-
pendence, and sovereignty of the Republic 
of Armenia.

page 9  
Alma-Ata Declaration. 
How would you evaluate 

this agreement and, in your opinion, 
can it bring peace to the two countries 
and the South Caucasus region?

- At some point, the border issues 
must be resolved and this terrible Stalin-
ist legacy overcome. Especially from the 
Armenian point of view, because other-
wise they are always a possible casus belli 
that Azerbaijan can use to attack Armenia. 
The agreement with Azerbaijan itself is 
probably less important than the effective 
work on the border - the Aliyev regime 
does not honour any agreements anyway. 
However, if the demarcation can be carried 
out in a way that is acceptable to Armenia, 
then effective, visible facts will have been 
created that even a tyrant cannot ignore.

The events in Tavush show that it is 
extremely difficult on the Armenian side. 
At the same time, it is also a sign to the 
world: Armenian democracy is stable 
enough to be able to deal with even such 
understandably elementary issues.

- In recent years there have been a 
lot of talks about the need to unblock 
the regional communications in the 
South Caucasus. Azerbaijan demands 

the so-called “Zangezur corridor” from 
Armenia by threatening at the same 
time to get it by force. How would you 
assess such an aggressive and unpro-
voked behaviour of Azerbaijan?

- Unfortunately, this behaviour is log-
ical for the Aliyev regime. After violently 
destroying and ethnically cleansing the 
Republic of Artsakh, he now needs new 
claims against Armenia. Because he draws 
his raison d’être from the enemy image of 
Armenia: Aliyev is a kleptocrat, a tyrant 
who robs his own people. With the mineral 
resources in the Caspian Sea, the Azer-
baijani people should actually be among 
the richest in the world. But the money 
only ends up in the pockets of the regime 
and its loyal followers. Now imagine what 
would happen if the Armenian people, 
who have no such mineral resources, were 
to achieve economic prosperity as well as 
democracy, freedom of expression, the rule 
of law, etc.. It would be a total defeat for 
Aliyev. That is why he has to keep Armenia 
small and attack it again and again - just 
as Putin is condemned to attack Ukraine 
again and again.

- In response to these claims of 
the Azerbaijani side, last year the 

Government of Armenia initiated the 
“Crossroads of Peace” project. What is 
your opinion on this initiative?

- It is the logical and clever response 
to the Azerbaijani demands, because 
“Crossroads of Peace” takes up the argu-
ments of the other side and exposes them 
as a pretext for chauvinist aggression. 
Azerbaijan justifies the demand for the 
“Zangezur Corridor” with the interrupted 
communication routes. If this were real-
ly the problem, then one would have to 
agree to “Crossroads of Peace”, because 
this plan addresses this problem with a 
much more comprehensive solution than 
just the Zangezur Corridor.

Apart from these tactical considera-
tions, it is of course the case that open 
borders, trade and understanding al-
ways support peace. But Moscow, Baku 
and Ankara are not interested in any of 
this. They are only interested in securing 
their influence and the regime - and are 
therefore against the values that Armenia 
so impressively achieved in 2018.

Davit Mamyan
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House of Senators of Uruguay unanimously approves draft law 

declaring April 24 as ‘Armenian Genocide Memorial Day’
On May 7, the House of Senators of 

Uruguay unanimously voted in favor of the 
draft law declaring April 24 as “Armenian 
Genocide Memorial Day.”

 The law mandates that all state tele-
vision and radio channels will simultane-
ously address the topic of the Armenian 
Genocide every year on April 24, the Ar-
menian Embassy in Uruguay said.

The senators, who made speeches 
during the session, representing different 
political parties, reaffirmed their friendly 

attitude towards Armenia and the Armeni-
an people, the importance of not forgetting 
such crimes against humanity.

They highlighted the opening of the 
Armenian Embassy in Montevideo.

The senators noted that Armenia still 
faces security challenges and reminded 
that in 2022, the Senate unanimously 
condemned the blockade of the Lachin 
Corridor and expressed solidarity with the 
people of Nagorno-Karabakh. According to 
the source, the draft law has already been 
transferred to the House of Representa-
tives, where it should also be put to a vote.

Vahagn Khachaturyan invites California Governor to Armenia
On a working vis-

it to the US, Armeni-
an President Vahagn 
Khachaturyan met 
with California Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom 
in Sacramento.

The sides high-
ly appreciated the 
close and multi-lay-
ered three-decade 
cooperation between 
Armenia and the in 
all directions. It was 
emphasized that the 
Armenian communi-
ty, which is mostly rep-
resented in California, 
has its own role in Ar-
menian-American relations.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan em-
phasized that the multi-sectoral coopera-
tion with the US, and in particular with the 
state of California, is of special importance 
for Armenia in a number of ways.

The President noted that the high-tech 
sector has significantly strengthened its 
position in the Armenian economy in 
recent years, and since a number of the 
largest companies in that field are repre-
sented in California, “Silicon Valley”, there 
is a need to promote cooperation between 
Armenia and California.

Governor Gavin Newsom was inter-
ested in the developments of Armenia’s 

economic policy in recent years, and par-
ticularly in the measures implemented by 
the state during the Covid pandemic and 
the period following the pandemic.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan noted 
that in the conditions of the pandemic 
crisis, the Armenian government imple-
mented a number of steps that enabled 
the country’s economy to quickly recover 
in the post-covid period.

The President stressed that the im-
plementation of such programs became 
possible as a result of democratic reforms 
and strengthening of democratic institu-
tions implemented in the political and eco-
nomic life of Armenia in recent years. In 

this context, Vahagn Kha-
chaturyan also thanked 
the US senior leadership 
for the support provided 
to Armenia in strength-
ening democracy and im-
plementing democratic 
reforms.

During the conver-
sation, the parties ex-
changed thoughts on 
regional and global de-
velopments and existing 
challenges. Both sides 
emphasized the impor-
tance of settling the hot 
conflicts through peace-
ful negotiation and find-
ing solutions.

Referring to the regional realities of 
the South Caucasus and the principles of 
Armenia’s foreign policy, President Vahagn 
Khachaturyan reaffirmed Armenia’s de-
termination and unequivocal position to 
build good-neighborly relations with its 
neighbors, an expression of which is the 
border delimitation process currently be-
ing carried out for the first time between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

At the end of the meeting, President 
Vahagn Khachaturyan invited Governor 
Gavin Newsom to visit Armenia any time 
convenient to him, which will be an addi-
tional incentive for the expansion of coop-
eration between Armenia and California.
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Ruben Vardanyan sends message to Aurora Prize candidates from 
Baku prison

 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA - MAY 09: 
Veronika Zonabend appears on-screen 
during the Aurora Prize Ceremony on Day 
2 of the 2024 Aurora Prize Event on May 
09, 2024 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo 
by Victor Boyko/Getty Images for Aurora 
Humanitarian Initiative)

During the 2024 Aurora Prize award 
ceremony, Veronika Zonabend, the wife of 
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative co-founder 
Ruben Vardanyan, read Ruben Vardanyan’s 
message from Baku prison. Veronika Zon-
abend’s speech is presented below:

“Dear guests and participants of the 
8th Aurora Prize Ceremony, from Armenia, 
Yerevan,

I am standing here in the garden of IDeA 
Foundation, which was established almost 
25 years ago by Ruben and me, together 
with our partners and friends. Aurora was 
born within those roots, founded by Nou-
bar, Vartan, and Ruben. Before I read the 
message from Ruben, I want to express my 
personal deep and sincere gratitude to all 
of you, to the Aurora community, to Aurora 
leadership, for support and compassion. 
Being over 200 days imprisoned in Baku, 
Ruben and other Armenian prisoners were 
supported by you, and you were standing 
in solidarity with them, with your bold 

actions demanding their immediate and 
unconditional release. More recently, dur-
ing Ruben’s hunger strike for 20 days, you 
raised your voices, together with the voice 
of the family, and this is invaluable. Thank 
you again.

Here is Ruben’s message: Baku pris-
on, 2024.

“In 2015, in the run up to the 100th 
commemoration of the Armenian Gen-
ocide, Vartan, Noubar and I, reflecting 
on how to mark the fateful day, decided 
that we should not only honor the mem-
ory of those who perished during that 
catastrophe; we also wanted to express 
our gratitude to those who helped them 
and saved their lives.

We wanted to change the Armenian 
narrative from that of victimhood and 
the past, to a new perspective: facing the 
future with hope.

We launched this initiative to express 
gratitude on behalf of our nation, honoring 
modern heroes, helping them carry on 
with their hard work and promoting good 
deeds. We were dreaming about Yerevan 
to become a humanitarian capital of the 
world, joining together as one nation with 
the Armenian Diaspora scattered around 
the globe as the result of the Genocide.

With Aurora, we draw international 
attention to real heroes of today, those 
who risk their own wellbeing and lives, 
and who find faith and a path forward in 
helping others.

Thanks to Aurora, I met people who 
taught me the most important lesson: re-
maining true to human values and your 
own principles, irrespective of the situa-
tion, and following your path. My decision 
to move to Artsakh — Nagorno Karabakh 
— was motivated by the Aurora heroes: I 
made a choice to be with the people who 
needed help and wanted to help in any 
way I could. Being here, totally isolated 
from the world for nearly eight months, I 
have a lot of time to reflect.

I have no regrets about taking that 
path. I am deeply grateful to you for in-
spiring me to do the right thing. Now, I 
understand much better what motivates 
Marguerite Barankitse, Tom Catena, and 
other Aurora laureates, and why they have 
this strong belief in the power of one in-
dividual to make a difference. There is 
simply no choice but to try.

Unfortunately, our world has not be-
come kinder through your good work, 
but this means that what you do is more 
important than ever. Your commitment 
to helping others, in this joint mission of 
ours, gives me strength here. I am now 
more convinced than ever before, that 
values and principles are more important 
than even life itself.

I wish you every success in your mis-
sion, and I am sending my warm con-
gratulations to this year’s laureates. I am 
confident that together, we can do a lot 
to make the world a better and a kinder 
place for everyone. As Marguerite likes to 
say, love always prevails. So, let love and 
values prevail. Let all of us be prepared to 
give more than we ever hope to receive in 
return, and that each of us can make a big 
difference.””
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The Armenian cultural heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh is gradually 
being destroyed – Geghard SAF

The destruction of St. Ascen-
sion (St. Hambardzum) Church 
in Berdzor is yet another act of 
vandalism by Azerbaijan, aimed 
at the eradication of Armenian 
cultural heritage, “Geghard” sci-
entific and analytical foundation 
said in a statement.

“On May 11, 2024, a satellite 
image published on the Internet 
clearly showed that Azerbaijan 
had completely destroyed the 
St. Ascension (St. Hambardzum) 
Church in Berdzor. This is anoth-
er act of vandalism - a typical behaviour 
for Azerbaijan, where one of the primary 
aims is the eradication of Armenian cul-
tural heritage in the occupied territories.

“This is cultural genocide, which is 
characterized by deliberate disregard or 
destruction of the cultural values of an 
ethno-religious or religious group and is 
one of the actions associated with geno-
cide. The objective is to establish that this 
group never lived in the designated area 

and had no cultural presence there,” the 
Foundation said.

“Geghard” scientific and analytical 
foundation reminds that back in 2022, 
Azerbaijan’s “Public Organization for the 
Protection of Monuments” propоsed con-
verting the Surb Hambardzum Church in 
Berdzor into a mosque.

“It is important to note that Azerbai-
jan’s state policy, under the dictatorial 
leadership of Aliyev, has openly declared 

its intention to continue the 
destruction of Armenian her-
itage built over the past thirty 
years. The most evident in-
stance of this was the photo-
graph shown by BBC News on 
March 25, 2021, depicting the 
complete destruction of the St. 
Astvatsatsin Church in Mekha-
kavan, built in 2013. (https://
w w w. b b c . c o m / n e ws / av /
world-europe-56530604).

“Thus, with the tacit consent 
of the civilized world, the Arme-

nian cultural heritage in the territory of 
Artsakh is gradually being destroyed. 
There is little doubt that Azerbaijan will 
complete its planned cultural genocide, 
as evidenced by the events in Nakhijevan 
and other territories under its control.

“Geghard” Scientific and Analytical 
Foundation strongly condemns yet an-
other act of vandalism by the state of 
Azerbaijan,” the statement reads.

EAFJD calls for action to protect the historic Armenian Quarter in 
Jerusalem

 The European Armenian Federation 
for Justice and Democracy (EAFJD) has ad-
dressed a letter to the Head of the Mission 
of Israel to the EU and NATO, the Members 
of the European Parliament Delegation for 
Relations with Israel, and the main Jew-
ish organizations in the EU and Belgium, 
addressing the alarming circumstances 
threatening the historic Armenian quar-
ter in Jerusalem. The letter urges the ad-
dressees to use their leverage to call on 
the Israeli authorities to take appropriate 
action and stop the highly destructive de-
velopments in Jerusalem.

Dating back to the 4th century, the 
Armenian presence in Jerusalem holds 
deep historical significance. However, this 
historic quarter is currently under threat 
due to aggressive actions by extremists, 
settlers, and businesspeople, seeking to 
appropriate the land. Recent incidents, 
including an attack led by individuals 

associated with Israeli-Australian busi-
nessman Danny Rubenstein, have target-
ed the Armenian community, resulting 
in injuries and arrests among Armenian 
residents. Despite protests and calls for 
protection, the Israeli authorities have 
not taken decisive action to safeguard 
the Armenian quarter from these hostile 
incursions. The letter can be found here .

In the light of these developments, 
the EAFJD urges the Israeli authorities 
to protect the status quo of Jerusalem and 
refrain from altering the demographic 
composition, institutional structure, 
and the physical, cultural and historical 
character of Jerusalem. Drawing parallels 
between the suffering endured by both Ar-
menians and Jews throughout history and 
having had to fight racial hatred, the EAFJD 
emphasizes that the Israeli authorities 
have a duty to prevent such occurrences 
in Jerusalem.

As European citizens, the EAFJD and 
its committees across 14 countries in 
Europe, call on stakeholders in the EU to 
utilize their influence in advocating for the 
preservation of the Armenian quarter in 
Jerusalem. It is imperative that the historic 
quarters of Jerusalem are maintained, and 
that Israel takes proactive measures to 
prevent further destruction and intimida-
tion within the Armenian quarter.

The EAFJD remains steadfast in its 
commitment to defending the rights and 
heritage of the Armenian community in 
Jerusalem.

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-56530604
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-56530604
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-europe-56530604
https://eafjd.eu/letter-sent-to-the-head-of-the-mission-of-israel-to-the-eu-and-nato-ambassador-h-e-mr-haim-regev/
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Armenian sambo wrestlers won 18 medals at the European 
Championship

At the European Sambo Champion-
ships of different age groups, held from 
May 9 to 12 in the Serbia, Novi Sad, Arme-
nian teams of different ages won 3 gold, 8 
silver and 7 bronze medals.

By total Armenian athletes took 4th 
place with 18 medals.

As part of the Armenian national team, 
the European champion title was won by 
Mais Nersisyan (weight category 64 kg/

combat sambo), Anna Ayvazyan (weight 
category 50 kg/junior) and Alex Khacha-
tryan (weight category 53 kg/junior).

Narek Dallakyan (64 kg weight cate-
gory), Arsen Khanjyan (98 kg weight cat-
egory), Arman Avanesyan (98 kg weight 
category) and Arpine Mnatsakanyan (54 
kg weight category) were awarded the 
title of vice-champion in adult competi-
tions. Samvel Ghazaryan (79 kg weight 

category) won silver medals in the youth 
competition, and Meline Arakelyan (47 kg 
weight category), Narek Simonyan (53 kg 
weight category) and Seyran Sarukhanyan 
(88 kg weight category) won silver medals 
in the youth competition.

Bronze medals were won by Karen 
Sargsyan (weight category 58 kg), Srbu-
hi Hovakimyan (weight category 59 kg), 
Mher Merjanyan (weight category 71 kg) 
and Avetik Poghosyan (weight category 88 
kg). Mher Meloyan (weight category 58 kg) 
and Ani Martirosyan (weight category 54 
kg) rose to the third step of the podium 
in the 18-20 year old competition, and 
Levon Vanoyan (79 kg) in the 16-18 year 
old competition.

About 600 athletes from 29 countries 
took part in the European Championships.

Before the European Championship, 
the Executive Committee of the European 
Sports Federation held a meeting, during 
which elections were conducted for new 
members of the Executive Committee and 
the Federation’s leadership.

The president of the Sambo Federa-
tion of Armenia, Mikael Hayrapetyan, was 
elected to the position of vice-president 
of the European Federation.

Switzerland wins Eurovision 2024: Armenia is 8th
The international song contest Eurovi-

sion 2024 ended in Malmö, Sweden. This 
year’s winner was Switzerland. Croatia 
and Ukraine took the 2nd and 3rd posi-
tions, respectively.

 Ladaniva, the representative of Arme-
nia, took the 8th position.

The Ladaniva group was founded by 
Jaklin Baghdasaryan and Louis Thomas. 
The rest of the group changed. The music 
for the song “Jako” was written by Louis 
Thomas, lyrics by Jaklin Bagdasaryan. The 
group represents the cultures of different 
countries, thanks to which it was loved and 
recognized in France, Armenia and other 
countries. They perform Armenian, Balkan, 
African, Serbian and other music. Artists 
believe that there should be no boundaries 
in art and music.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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Attended by President of the Republic of 
Armenia Armen Sarkissian, the government 
members’ oath-taking ceremony was held on 
January 30 in the presidential Palace.

Nikol Pashinyan, Deputy Prime Ministers 
Tigran Avinyan and Mher Grigoryan and 11
ministers were sworn in at the presidential 
palace in Yerevan about two months after the 
ruling My Step bloc’s victory in Armenia’s
snap parliamentary elections.

Only one government member, Labor and 
Social Affairs Minister Zaruhi Batoyan, did 
not hold a ministerial post in the previous 
cabinet which had three vice-premiers and 17 
ministers.

The reappointed Defense Minister Davit To-
noyan, Finance Minister Atom Janjughazian 
and Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian 
are technocrats not affiliated with any party 
or bloc. The cabinet members who have kept 
their jobs also include senior My Step figures 
such as Education Minister Arayik Haruti-
unyan and Local Government Minister Suren
Papikyan.

Pashinyan is widely expected to abolish the 
posts of minister of agriculture, energy, cul-
ture, Diaspora, and sports and youth affairs as 
part of his plans to downsize the government. 

Their current -- and presumably outgoing 
holders -- have not been reappointed.

However, the precise structure of the new 
government remains unknown. Pashinyan 
has still not submitted a relevant bill to the Ar-
menian parliament.

Speaking after the ceremony, Pashinyan 
made clear that Armenia’s police, National 
Security Service (NSS) and tax and customs 

services will remain directly accountable to 
the prime minister, rather than his cabinet or 
the parliament.

“State bodies must definitely be under a par-
liamentary oversight, but it doesn’t mean that 
they all must be turned into ministries,” he 
told reporters. He claimed that the police and 
the NSS could become “partisan” if they are 
turned into ministries.

New Armenian cabinet sworn in

POLITICS

Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan reaffirmed his readiness to 
again “cooperate” with the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Feder-
ation (Dashnaktsutyun) when 
he met with the party’s new 
leadership on January 27.

Dashnaktsutyun elected its 
new top decision-making 
body, the Bureau, during a 
congress in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh which drew to a close last 
week. The Bureau is headed 
by Hagop Der Khatchadurian, 
a Canadian Armenian, and also 
comprises 12 other members.

Four of them -- Armen 
Rustamyan, Arsen Hambard-
zumyan, Spartak Seyranyan 
and Giro Manoyan -- are lead-
ing members of the pan-Ar-
menian party’s organization
in Armenia. They and Der 
Khatchadurian were received 
by Pashinyan.

“Our government is intent on 
having a broad and productive 

cooperation with Dashnakt-
sutyun,” Pashinyan told them 
at the start of the meeting. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
same views on many issues but
on quite a few other issues the 
vectors of our perceptions con-
verge.”

“Our aim is to have a strong 
homeland and Diaspora and 
I’m sure that there are enough 
areas where we can cooperate 

to the benefit of our national 
priorities,” Der Khatchadurian 
said for his part.

Pashinyan’s press service did 
not report other details of the 
meeting.

In a written appeal to the del-
egates of the Dashnaktsutyun 
congress publicized last week, 
Pashinyan paid tribute to the 
party’s 129-year-long history.
He said he is ready to cooper-

ate with Dashnaktsutyun and 
“open to your proposals and 
criticism.”

The weeklong congress be-
gan with an announcement by 
Dashnaktsutyun’s longtime 
top leader, Hrant Markaryan, 
that he will not seek reelection 
to the Bureau. Markaryan was 
reportedly blamed by dissident 
Dashnaktsutyun figures for the 
party’s poor showing in the 
December 2018 parliamentary 
elections.

Dashnaktsutyun was part of 
Armenia’s former government 
ousted during last spring’s
“velvet revolution.” It received
two ministerial posts in a new 
government formed by Pashin-
yan in May. The prime minister 
fired his Dashnaktsutyun-af-
filiated ministers in October,
accusing their party of secret-
ly collaborating with former 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s 
Republican Party.

Pashinyan meets new Dashnaktsutyun leadership

German Chancellor Angela Merkel wel-
comes the recent contacts between the lead-
ers of Armenia and Azerbaijan, but says that 
words must be followed by concrete actions.

“The parties must be ready to take actions 
after words,” Merkel said at a joint press 
conference with visiting Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

She hailed the Armenian PM’s courageous 
steps, and stressed the need for the opposite 
side to be ready for such steps, as well.

Nikol Pashinyan further clarified that any 
solution to the Karabakh conflict should be 
acceptable to the peoples of Armenia, Na-
gorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“When I said these words a few months 
ago, I hoped to hear a similar statement 
from the opposite side, but no one in Azer-
baijan has ever said the solution should be 
acceptable to Armenia and Nagorno Kara-
bakh,” he added.

The Prime Minister said there cannot be 

great hopes unless Azerbaijan makes a 
statement.

He noted that “Armenia is committed to 
solving the issue exceptionally in a peace-
ful way, but added that he cannot negotiate 
on behalf of Nagorno Karabakh.

“I have made it clear that I can negotiate 
only on behalf of Armenia, but not on be-
half of Nagorno karabakh, because they 
have not given me a vote. They have their 
own government and their President, and 
the negotiations should be conducted by 
their elected representatives,” Pashinyan 
stated.

The Armenian Prime Minister stressed 
that there has long been accepted format for
negotiations – the Minsk Group chairman-
ship, but the Minsk group is wider, which 
means the international community is well 
involved in the process.

PM Pashinyan stated that the Minsk 
Group has been effective in ensuring stabil-
ity in the region, but added that the inter-
national community cannot solve the issue 
instead of the tree parties to the conflict.

“It can provide a platform for negotia-
tions, and the Minsk Group has successes 
in creating such platform,” he stated.

Pashinyan, Merkel meet in Berlin
from page 1

Welcoming the successful holding of parliamentary elections in 2018, 
the German Chancellor said Germany had been closely following the 
processes taking place in Armenia, and is prepared to deepen the bilater-
al relations and support the ongoing multifaceted reforms.

Thankful for the invitation to visit Germany and the warm welcome, 
Prime Minister Pashinyan hailed the opportunity to meet with Chancel-
lor Merkel once again and take up the discussion over the furtherance of 
Armenian-German relations.

“Your visit to Armenia became an important milestone for the devel-
opment of Armenian-German cooperation. I can state with joy and pride 
that my visit comes just five months after your visit. This means that 
we are striving to lay the foundation for a more profound and targeted
cooperation between Armenia and Germany,” the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia said.

The head of the Armenian government expressed confidence that to-
day, more than ever before, there are all the necessary prerequisites for 
complementing the Armenian-German cooperation agenda with new 
content. According to Nikol Pashinyan, the European vector is among 
the key priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy, and in this respect, he 
highlighted the cooperation with Germany as one of the most significant 
EU-member states.

The interlocutors discussed a wide range of issues on the agenda of 
Armenian-German relations, including bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, EU-Armenia interaction, as well as international and regional 

issues.
Nikol Pashinyan noted that the snap parliamentary elections, held on 

December 9, 2018, were exceptional in Armenia’s history in terms of 
compliance with the letter of the law and international standards, which 
once again demonstrates the Government’s commitment to strengthen-
ing the rule of law, ensuring a higher level of human rights protection, 
creating an independent judiciary, and fighting corruption.

“The parliamentary elections rounded up the first stage of our revolu-
tion. Armenia is moving forward by strengthening the democratic values
and institutions. The government is now set to implement an economic 
revolution in a bid to improve the well-being of Armenian citizens,” the 
Premier said.

Touching upon the deepening of the Armenian-German economic co-
operation, Nikol Pashinyan and Angela Merkel discussed the possibility 
of implementing joint programs in the fields of information technology,
environmental protection and other areas, as well as the prospects for 
new initiatives. Both sides emphasized that the implementation of such 
programs might help strengthen ties between the two friendly nations 
and improve the well-being of their citizens. They agreed to continue the
ongoing active dialogue on the implementation of economic programs.

The interlocutors next referred to the liberalization of the visa regime 
with the European Union. The two heads of government exchanged 
views on the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. They 
stressed the need for continuing the negotiation process in the format of 
the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship as the only entity having the 
international mandate to deal with this issue.

Merkel on Pashinyan-Aliyev meeting
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