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Mirzoyan, Bayramov exchange views on peace treaty between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan

The foreign ministers of Armenia and Azerbaijan met on Oc-
tober 2 for a second time after last month’s large-scale fighting on 
the border between their countries.

The direct talks held in Geneva appeared to focus on an Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani peace treaty sought by Baku. Neither side re-
ported concrete agreements on this issue.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry said Foreign Minister Jey-
hun Bayramov “brought the Armenian side’s attention” to five key 
elements which Baku wants to be at the heart of the peace accord. 
They include a mutual recognition of each other’s territorial in-
tegrity, something which would presumably uphold Azerbaijani 
sovereignty over Karabakh.

According to the Armenian readout of the meeting, Foreign 
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan also spoke with Bayramov about “en-
suring the rights and security guarantees of Nagorno-Karabakh’s 
Armenians, including through the creation of a mechanism for dis-

cussions between Baku and Stepanakert.”
Mirzoyan also demanded the withdrawal of Azerbaijani forces 

from Armenian border areas occupied during the September 13-14 
hostilities and last year.

Bayramov further called for a prompt launch of transport links 
between the two South Caucasus states, which is also envisaged 
by the 2020 ceasefire and follow-up agreements brokered by Mos-
cow.

Yerevan regularly voices support for opening the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border to commercial and passenger traffic. 
But it has rejected apparent Azerbaijani demands for an exterri-
torial corridor connecting Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan exclave 
through Armenian territory.

The Armenian statement on the Geneva talks spoke of “mutual 
understanding on unblocking regional transport routes under the 
sovereignty and jurisdiction of the countries.” It did not elaborate.
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Armenia’s Security Council Secretary holds 
meetings at CIA headquarters

On a working visit to the United States, 
Armen Grigoryan, Secretary of the Ar-
menian Security Council, had working 
meetings at the headquarters of the Central 
Intelligence Agency in Langley, his office 

said.

No further details were provided.
The Secretary held meetings at the Pen-

tagon earlier this week.

Azerbaijan’s latest attack a clear contempt for calls of the 
international community – Armenia MFA

Azerbaijan’s latest attack is a clear 
contempt for the calls made by the inter-
national community to maintain the cease-
fire, the Armenian Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement.

On September 28, units of the armed 
forces of Azerbaijan illegally deployed in 
the sovereign territory of the Republic of 
Armenia, once again grossly violated the 
ceasefire regime and opened fire in the 
eastern direction of the Armenian-Azerbai-
jani border, using mortars and large-caliber 
rifles. Three Armenian soldiers were killed 
in the attack.

“The new provocation undertaken by 
Azerbaijan, which is the continuation of 
the large-scale aggression against the ter-

ritorial integrity of Armenia launched on 
September 13, is a clear contempt for the 
calls made by the international community 
and the member states of the UN Security 
Council to maintain the achieved ceasefire 
regime. This reaffirms the concerns of the 

Armenian side that Azerbaijan is going 
to continue its policy of use of force and 
maximalism,” the Foreign Ministry said.

Moreover, it added, Azerbaijan’s simi-
lar provocation aims to disrupt the meeting 
of the foreign ministers of the two coun-
tries, which is being discussed.

“In the current situation, we urge the 
international community to put pressure 
on the military and political leadership 
of Azerbaijan by taking effective steps 
and launching appropriate mechanisms to 
strictly maintain the ceasefire regime, to 
leave the sovereign territory of the Repub-
lic of Armenia and prevent new aggres-
sions,” the Foreign Ministry said.

“The Republic of Armenia will con-
tinue to protect its sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity by all means defined by the 
UN Charter,” it concluded.

Armenian PM emphasizes the key role of France in overcoming the 
consequences of Azerbaijani aggression

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
ceived the delegation led by Gilbert-Luc 
Devinaz, head of the France-Armenia 
friendship group of the French Senate.

The Prime Minister saluted the visit of 
the delegation to Armenia and reminded 
that he was on a working visit to France 
on September 26, which is the evidence 
of special bilateral relations. Nikol Pash-
inyan expressed hope that the dynamics 
of mutual visits will contribute to the fur-
ther development and deepening of Arme-
nian-French partnership.

The Prime Minister also attached im-
portance to close inter-parliamentary con-
tacts for the development of cooperation 
between governments. According to Nikol 
Pashinyan, we are currently living in a dif-
ficult geopolitical period, and in this con-

text, he emphasized the need to maintain 
close and effective bilateral relations.

Gilbert-Luc Devinaz highly appreciated 
the bilateral inter-parliamentary coopera-
tion and noted that within the framework 
of the visit they received detailed informa-
tion on the consequences of the aggression 
unleashed by Azerbaijan against the sov-
ereign territory of the Republic of Arme-
nia. Mr. Dervinaz noted that they carefully 
followed the statements of the President of 
France and the Prime Minister of Armenia 
on September 26 and emphasized that the 
French side mentioned the aggressor in a 
targeted manner.

The Prime Minister referred to the 
discussions with Emmanuel Macron and 
emphasized the key role of France in the 
works aimed at overcoming the conse-

quences of the aggression against Ar-
menia. Nikol Pashinyan highlighted the 
importance of sending an international 
observation mission to the regions affected 
by the Azerbaijani occupation and the bor-
der zone, which will help the international 
community to receive direct and not medi-
ated information.
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France continues to work for the respect of Armenia’s territorial 
integrity – Ambassador

France continues to work for the re-
spect of the territorial integrity of Arme-
nia, French Ambassador to Armenia Anne 
Louyot said after a visit to the settlements 
in Armenia’s Gegharkunik province af-
fected by Azerbaijani shelling.

“Very useful visit to the sites affected 
by the attacks of September 13 and 14. 
Many homes and civilian infrastructure de-
stroyed or damaged. The Armenians must 
be able to live in peace. France continues 
to work for the respect of the territorial in-
tegrity of Armenia,” she said.

More than 30 representatives of diplo-
matic corps accredited to Armenia visited 

the settlements of Gegharkunik province 
affected by recent Azerbaijani aggression. 
The visit was organized by the Ministry of 
Territorial Administration.

In Gegharkunik, Syunik and Vayots 

Dzor, 192 residential buildings were dam-
aged, 60 of them were destroyed as a result 
of the aggression unleashed shortly after 
midnight on September 13.

In addition to residential buildings, 
outbuildings, livestock buildings, agricul-
tural property, administrative buildings and 
guest houses were also damaged.

Vehicles, including ambulances, were 
hit. There were power outages in the areas 
affected by the shelling.

Last week representatives of diplomatic 
missions visited the city of Jermuk, which 
was heavily damaged in Azerbaijani shell-
ing.

Azerbaijan trying to prevent supply of 
weapons to Armenia – PM Pashinyan

Azerbaijan’s aggression is aimed at 
disrupting the reforms in Armenian Armed 
Forces and preventing the supply of weap-
ons to Armenia, Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan said at the government sitting 
on September 29.

The comments come after the Arme-
nian troops were killed in fresh Azerbaijani 
attack when doing engineering work on 
Wednesday, September 28.

“The engineering work was being car-
ried out in the territory of Armenia, and the 
Azerbaijani units are also positioned in the 
territory of Armenia. This is the continu-

ation of the attack, Armenia’s territory is 
invaded, and our position is unequivocal 
– the Azerbaijani armed forces should be 
withdrawn from the territory of the Repub-
lic of Armenia,” the Prime Minister said.

He noted that Azerbaijan’s provoca-
tions aim at disrupting large-scale reforms 
in the Armenian armed forces.

Unfortunately, he said, Azerbaijan has 
succeeded in its relations with our partners. 
“Wherever possible they are trying to pre-
vent the supply of weapons and ammuni-
tion to Armenia. We have cases when the 
payments have been made, but the weap-
ons have not been delivered, including by 
partner countries,” PM Pashinyan said.

We must make a thorough analysis 
of the situation, the Prime Minister said, 
adding that all this is being done with a 
far-reaching goal of making us refuse from 

our statehood, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

“Notwithstanding all factors we are 
resolute to defend our independence, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,” he said.

Pashinyan said active work is under 
way with all international partners. “As a 
responsible member of the international 
community, we accept and agree with all 
the calls to solve issues in a diplomatic and 
peaceful way. But, as we see, Azerbaijan 
continues to resort to aggressive actions,” 
the Prime Minister said, noting that the 
deployment of an international monitoring 
mission on the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der could be a solution, be it a UN Security 
Council, OSCE or any other international 
mission.

France’s Special Envoy for the South Caucasus to travel to Yerevan 
and Baku

Ambassador Brice Roquefeuil, France’s 
Special Envoy for the South Caucasus, will 
travel to Baku and Yerevan, representa-
tive of the Foreign Ministry said at a press 
briefing on September 28.

In the wake of the President of the 
Republic’s recent exchanges with his Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani counterparts, Am-

bassador Brice Roquefeuil, special envoy 
for the South Caucasus, will travel to Baku 
this week and later to Yerevan. 

Furthermore, Mr. Brice Roquefeuil will 
also travel to Georgia to strengthen dia-
logue with the Georgian authorities on all 
subjects of common interest, in particular 
relations with the European Union and re- gional issues.
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Armenian Foreign Minister receives newly appointed Iranian Consul-
General to Kapan, Syunik

On September 30, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of 
Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan re-
ceived the newly appointed 
Consul-General of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to Kapan 
Morteza Abedin Varamin, who 
visited the Foreign Ministry of 
Armenia, accompanied by the 
Ambassador of Iran to Armenia 
Abbas Badakhshan Zohouri, the 
foreign ministry said in a press 
release.

The Consul-General of Iran 
in Kapan handed over his consular license 
to Ararat Mirzoyan.  Then, Foreign Minis-
ter of Armenia handed over the exequatur 
to Morteza Abedin Varamin.

The sides commended the activation of 

Armenian-Iranian high-level contacts, es-
pecially in the recent period.

Ararat Mirzoyan highlighted that the 
opening of the Consulate General of Iran 
is an important and symbolic step, which 

demonstrates bilateral willing-
ness to further deepen the co-
operation between Armenia and 
Iran and bring it to a new qual-
itative level.  There is a convic-
tion that the General Consulate 
with its activities will contribute 
to the most effective realization 
of the potential in the trade-eco-
nomic, transport, energy, sci-
entific-educational and cultural 
fields of Syunik region.

During the meeting, the sides 
discussed issues of regional sta-

bility and security.
Ararat Mirzoyan underscored that the 

Armenian side highly appreciates the de-
cisive and clear positions expressed by the 
Iranian side on regional issues.

US engaging at multiple levels to reinforce the need to de-escalate the 
situation: Ned Price on Armenia-Azerbaijan tensions

The United States is engaging at mul-
tiple levels, through multiple channels, to 
reinforce the need to de-escalate the situ-
ation, Spokesperson for the Department of 
State Ned Price said at a daily briefing.

Asked why US Special Representative 
for the South Caucasus negotiation Philip 
Reeker did not participate in the meeting 
between Armenian and Azerbaijani offi-
cials at the White House, Price said: “Am-
bassador Reeker has been actively engaged 
with his Armenian and Azeri counterparts. 
He was, of course, up in New York City 
last week with us, with the Secretary. He 

took part in the trilateral meeting we had 
with Armenia and Azerbaijan. He’s re-
cently been in the South Caucasus, meet-
ing in person with senior officials there. So 
he’s been deeply engaged in this.”

“Secretary Antony Blinken has en-
gaged with his foreign minister counter-
parts. The Secretary has also engaged at 
the leader level with Armenia and Azerbai-
jan. So we are engaging at multiple levels, 
through multiple channels, to reinforce the 
need to de-escalate and to disengage,” the 
Spokesperson said.

Earlier this week US President Joe 

Biden’s National Security Adviser Jake 
Sullivan hosted a meeting between the 
Secretary of Armenia’s Security Council 
Armen Grigoryan and the Assistant to the 
President of Azerbaijan Hikmet Hajiyev at 
the White House.

Secretary of Armenia’s Security Council briefs Pentagon official on 
Azerbaijan’s latest aggression

Secretary of Armenia’s Security Coun-
cil Armen Grigoryan met with Deputy De-
fense Secretary Laura Cooper at the US 
Department of Defense.

At the meeting, Grigoryan presented in 
detail the large-scale aggression unleashed 
by Azerbaijan on the sovereign territory of 
Armenia on September 13 and its conse-

quences.

The parties discussed the prospects for 
the development of bilateral relations. In 
particular, the sides emphasized the work 
aimed at increasing the democratic man-
agement, transparency and accountability 
of the Armenian Armed Forces.
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Armenian FM meets with EU’s Toivo Klaar, calls for accountability 

and sanctions for Azeri war crimes

On October 2, Foreign Minister of Ar-
menia Ararat Mirzoyan, who is in Geneva 
on a working visit, held a meeting with 
Toivo Klaar, the EU Special Representa-
tive for the South Caucasus and the crisis 

in Georgia, the foreign ministry said in a 
press release.

Ararat Mirzoyan emphasized the im-
perative of eliminating the consequences 
of Azerbaijan’s recent aggression against 
the Republic of Armenia, the withdrawal 
of the Azerbaijani armed forces from the 
sovereign territories of the Republic of 
Armenia, the immediate repatriation of 
Armenian prisoners of war illegally held in 
Azerbaijan, and the unconditional preser-
vation of the cease-fire regime.

Minister Mirzoyan strongly condemned 
the gross violations of international law 

and the war crimes committed by the 
armed forces of Azerbaijan, in particular, 
the deliberate targeting of the peaceful 
population and civilian infrastructure, the 
inhumane torture, and the extrajudicial 
killings of Armenian prisoners of war. He 
stressed that the perpetrators must be held 
adequately accountable, including through 
the application of sanctions.

During the meeting, issues related to 
the normalization of relations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, and the settlement 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict were 
discussed.

Video of execution of Armenian POWs proven 
fresh and authentic, Human Rights Defender says

The authenticity of the video showing 
the execution of Armenian prisoners of war 
has been confirmed, Human Rights De-
fender Kristine Grigoryan said in a state-
ment.

According to her, the video is new and 
was shot during a large-scale attack by the 
Azerbaijani armed forces on the sovereign 
territory of the Republic of Armenia on 
September 13.

“The fact is confirmed by the study of 
the terrain, comparison with similar vid-
eos available in our and other databases, 
as well as the complex combination of 
weather conditions, uniforms of service-
men, conversation of Azerbaijani service-
men and other parameters,” the Defender 

said.
“This is yet another war crime commit-

ted by the Azerbaijani armed forces based 
on the consistent policy of Armenophobia 
manifested in the educational content, all 
spheres of public life and in the statements 
of the President of the country. This is also 
recorded in the recent report of the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination concerning Azerbaijan,” 
Grigoryan added,

This video will be included in the Ad 
Hoc Report of the Human Rights Defender 
and sent to international organizations and 
actors.

“Today, the UN calendar celebrates 
the “International Day of Non-violence.” 

However, the inadequate response of struc-
tures with an international human rights 
mandate to these war crimes, unfortu-
nately, carries the risk of filling such new 
days in the UN calendar,” the Ombudsper-
son said.

This morning, a video was dissemi-
nated on the Azerbaijani social media plat-
forms depicting the execution of Armenian 
POWs by the Azerbaijani servicemen.

Armenia to file new applications against Azerbaijan to ECtHR and 
UN Court

The Office of the Representative for 
International Legal Affairs is dealing with 

the video showing the execution of Arme-
nian prisoners of war, Spokesperson for the 
Office Hasmik Samvelyan said in a Face-
book post.

“This is a de facto war crime,” she said, 
adding that the Office is currently working 
with the relevant structures.

The Spokesperson said new applica-
tions against Azerbaijan to the European 
Court of Human Rights and UN Interna-

tional Courts of Justice will be submitted 
on Monday. Relevant materials, facts and 
proofs will be attached.

Now horrific video has emerged on so-
cial media, showing Azerbaijani soldiers 
arbitrarily executing a group of Armenian 
POWs.

The Armenian Defense Minister says 
there is no doubt about the authenticity of 
the footage.
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Yerevan considers building an alternative road to Zvartnots Airport

Yerevan City Hall considers con-
structing an alternative road to Zvartnots 
International Airport. The issue was dis-
cussed on September 29 at Yerevan Mayor 

Hrachya Sargsyan’s 
meeting with Paolo 
Spantigatti, Director of 
the Armenian Office of 
the Asian Development 
Bank.

The  par t ies  d is -
cussed the joint projects 
and outlined the upcom-
ing tasks.

In particular, refer-
ence was made to the 

Jrvezh bus station, where it is planned to 
build a gas and diesel fuel filling station, 
a bus washing station, as well as install a 
new asphalt and concrete cover for outdoor 

bus parking.

The community is also considering the 
construction of a new depot for the new 
buses being acquired, as well as the con-
struction of an alternative road to the air-
port and the possibility of offloading traffic 
on Shirak Street.

Mayor Sargsyan expressed his willing-
ness to continue cooperation, including in 
new sectors of the city economy.

Paolo Spantigatti, for his part, noted 
that the bank is ready to be a partner and 
supporter of the municipality, participating 
in new projects to make Yerevan more liv-
able.

Armenia-based company sanctioned by US over Russia
Taco LLC (Taco), an Arme-

nian-based supplier for the the 
network of Radioavtomatika, a 
U.S.- designated Russian defense 
procurement firm that specializes 
in procuring foreign items for Rus-
sia’s defense industry, has been 
sanctioned by the US, according to 
the Department of Treasury.

Radioavtomatika pays Taco 
for importing components and 
handling the procurement process 
within Armenia. Taco has interacted with China based Sinno in relation to their work 

with Radioavtomatika.
On September 30, the U.S. Depart-

ment of the Treasury’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC) designated 
14 persons in Russia’s military-indus-
trial complex, including two interna-
tional suppliers, three key leaders of 
Russia’s financial infrastructure, imme-
diate family members of some of senior 
Russian officials, and 278 members of 
Russia’s legislature after Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin declared four re-

gions part of Russia.

Armenia has not refuted reports on supply of Indian weapons: PM 
Pashinyan declines to provide details about purchase of ammunition

The reports on the supply of Indian 
weapons to Armenia have not been refuted 
by the Armenian side, the Prime Minister 
said without going into detail about the 
purchase of ammunitions.

“The purchase of ammunition and mili-
tary equipment is not the topic I would like 
to discuss publicly,” he said.

“But I would like the public to know 
that we are taking active steps to expand 
the framework of our cooperation in the 
military-technical sphere. We are taking 

active and intensive steps in that directions, 
which is not easy,” PM Pashinyan said.

The Economic Times said earlier this 
week India has signed a significant export 

order for missiles, rockets and ammuni-
tion to Armenia.

According to the source, the govern-
ment-to-government route was used to 
sign a number of contracts for the supply 
of arms and ammunition to Armenia earlier 
this month.

While the value of the contracts has not 
been revealed, it is estimated that weap-
ons worth over $244 million will be sup-
plied to the country over the coming 
months.
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EBRD forecasts 8 per cent economic growth in Armenia this year

The economies of Armenia, Azerbai-
jan and Georgia are enjoying some of their 
highest growth rates in years, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) reports in its latest Regional Eco-
nomic Prospects (REP) today.

Azerbaijan is capitalizing on high lev-
els of oil and gas revenues, as a result of 
elevated prices and increased export reve-
nues, but also on the strong performance of 
its non-energy sector.

Meanwhile, Armenia and Georgia are 
benefiting from an inflow of Russian busi-
nesses and information and communication 
technology (ICT) professionals, boosting 
the service sectors of these small econo-
mies.

However, the robust growth recorded 
for the region in 2022 will taper off in 
2023, highlighting concerns about its me-
dium-term sustainability. The report warns 
that current growth in the Caucasus is 
mainly driven by temporary factors that 
could easily be reversed.

For Azerbaijan, the uncertainty stems 
from energy prices but also from infla-
tion. For Georgia, however, the risks are 
driven by uncertainty and the significant 
probability of external shocks. In the case 
of Armenia, these are further amplified by 
the country’s close ties to an increasingly 
isolated Russian economy.

The economy of Azerbaijan is forecast 
to grow by 4.5 per cent this year, softening 
to 2.5 per cent next year. In 2022, Geor-
gia’s economy is projected to post growth 
of 8 per cent, with a slowdown to 5 per 
cent next year. Similarly, the expected 
growth of 8 per cent in Armenia’s economy 
this year is likely to decelerate to 4 per cent 
in 2023.

During the first half of 2022, inflation 
in the Caucasus gained momentum due to 
a new wave of price rises for energy and 
food. The central banks of all three coun-
tries responded by raising their policy 
rates.

Inflation has now fallen to an average 
of 10 per cent, which is still high but sig-
nificantly lower than the average of 16.5 
per cent across the EBRD regions as a 
whole.

In Azerbaijan, the strong performance 
of the non-energy sector led to 6.2 per cent 
growth during the first seven months of 
2022. The rising prices of hydrocarbons 
almost doubled export revenue, leading to 
large current-account and budget surpluses.

High energy prices are expected to 
support the country’s economic growth in 
the near term. The May forecast of GDP 
growth of 4.5 per cent for 2022 and mod-
eration to 2.5 per cent in 2023 remains un-
changed.

In Georgia, robust growth of 10.3 per 
cent is supported by a pickup in tourism, 
which has almost reached pre-pandemic 
levels, and by an increase in money trans-
fers (boosted by the temporary inflow of 
Russian businesses and technology-sector 
professionals).

These trends have helped to cover 
Georgia’s trade deficit and supported the 

appreciation of the lari, leading to an in-
crease in foreign reserves. The growth is 
expected to continue, albeit at a slower 
pace of 8 per cent in 2022, which remains 
significantly higher than the 3 per cent 
growth previously predicted.

For next year, the report expects this 
trend to moderate further to 5 per cent, in 
line with the previous forecast.

In Armenia, the solid recovery seen 
in 2021 carried strong growth momentum 
into 2022, with economic growth reaching 
13.1 per cent in the period from January 
to July. As in Georgia, the arrival of many 
people and firms from Russia led to an in-
crease of 113 per cent in foreign inflows 
and boosted demand for services.

This has helped Armenia to finance its 
widening trade deficit. Foreign reserves 
have also increased by 20 per cent and the 
exchange rate by 18 per cent. The report 
forecasts robust growth of 8 per cent in 
2022, up from a previous estimate of 4.5 
per cent. The slowdown is expected to be 
less gentle, with a drop to 4 per cent likely 
in 2023. However, the latest growth esti-
mate for 2023 remains above the earlier 
projection of 2.5 per cent.

Overall, the EBRD predicts growth of 
2.3 per cent in output across its regions 
in 2022. While this is an upward revision 
of 1.2 percentage points relative to its 
May forecast, the Bank warns of subdued 
growth in 2023, revising projected growth 
figures down by 1.7 percentage points to 3 
per cent.

Projections are subject to further down-
side risks, should the war in Ukraine esca-
late.

FlyOne Armenia to launch Milan 
flights

FlyOne Armenia Airline will start 
flights on the Yerevan-Milan-Yerevan 
route from December 15, “Armenia Inter-
national Airports” CJSC informs.

The flights will be operated twice a 
week – on Thursdays and Sundays.

For the availability of air tickets, their 

purchase and other 
details, it is neces-
sary visit the web-
site of the airline or 
contact local travel 
agencies.
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8.3 mln Swiss francs for professional education in agriculture in 
Armenia: Switzerland joins forces with Austria and Germany

On September 27, 2022, the Swiss Co-
operation Office in Armenia organized the 
launch event of the long-term development 
project “Modernizing Vocational Educa-
tion and Training in Agriculture in Arme-
nia 2022-2025 – MAVETA.”

The event was attended by Armenian 
Government officials, including the Dep-
uty Minister of Education, Science, Culture 
and Sports Zhanna Andreasyan, represen-
tatives of co-funding and implementing 
partners, as well as interested interna-
tional and local organizations and individ-
uals.

Switzerland, together with Austria and 
Germany, launched the main phase of the 
MAVETA project to assist the Govern-
ment of Armenia to reform the vocational 
education system in Armenia in agricul-
ture. The intervention aims to improve the 

knowledge and skills of professionals and 
graduates in agriculture and related fields. 
Thus, the project will contribute to sustain-
able, climate friendly, inclusive growth, 
increased incomes and enhanced (self)-em-
ployment in rural Armenia.

In practice, the Project seeks to train 
young people so that their knowledge 
is directly useful for their future profes-
sional career, as hired professionals or 
self-employed. Practical learning in com-
panies and farms shall be combined with 
modern cutting-edge knowledge learned 
in colleges. The selected professions in-
clude Veterinary Specialist, Milk and 
Dairy Technologist, Farmer, Agricultural 
Machinery, Milk Farm Manager, Orchard 
Workers / Nut and Fruit Farmers.

Moreover, the Project will work to an-
chor this dual education approach at the 
political and institutional level: policies 
shall become more coherent, educational 
institutions more effective, and a cooper-
ation between the public and the private 
sector shall be well established. On the 
ground, the project will work with Goris 
State Agricultural College, Sisian College 
of ANAU (Syunik), Stepanavan State Ag-
ricultural College (Lori), Berd State Mul-
tifunctional College (Tavush), Echmiadzin 

Craftsman State School (Armavir) and Ye-
revan College of ANAU.

The Project started on December 3, 
2021, with a preparatory phase that has 
been successfully summarized in August 
2022. The 1st main phase of implementa-
tion started afterwards, which will last until 
August 2025 with total budget of 8,3 mln. 
CHF. With regard to the collaboration with 
Austria, some remaining technical issues 
need to be solved. The 2nd main phase has 
already been approved in principle for the 
years 2026-2030 as well.

The MAVETA project is funded by a 
broad coalition of international and local 
organizations led by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), in-
cluding the Austrian Development Agency, 
the German Ministry for Economic Co-
operation and Development (BMZ), the 
Government of Armenia, the Swiss Church 
Aid (HEKS/EPER) NGO, Izmirlian Foun-
dation, the Strategic Development Agency 
(SDA) NGO and Vanand Agro CJSC.

The project’s implementing partners 
are the GIZ and HEKS/EPER with the in-
volvement of SDA and the School of Ag-
ricultural, Forest and Food Sciences at 
the Bern University of Applied Sciences 
(HAFL).

Possibility of increasing the Polish Airlines flights to Armenia 
discussed

On September 23, Armenia’s Ambas-
sador to Poland Samvel Mkrtchian had a 
meeting at the headquarters of Polish Air-
lines (LOT).

Maciej Wilk,Member of Management 
Board, Chief Operating Officer), Robert 
Ludera (Director, Network and Alliances) 
and Kamil Galicki (Operations Excellence 
Manager, Network Planning Department) 
attended the meeting from the Polish side.

Issues related to the flights to Armenia 
were discussed. The desirability of preser-
vation of the frequency of flights, as well 
as the possibility of their increase in the 
near future was emphasized.
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After Azeri troops execute Armenian PoWs,Spanish MP slams Ursula 
von der Leyen for having called Baku ‘trustworthy’

Spanish Member of Parliament Jon 
Inarritu described the extrajudicial exe-
cutions of Armenian prisoners of war by 
Azeri troops as “barbarism of the Azerbai-
jani regime” and addressed President of 
the European Commission Ursula von der 
Leyen who called Azerbaijan a “reliable, 
trustworthy partner” after signing an en-
ergy deal in July.

“Once again, the barbarism of the 
Azerbaijani regime. Is this the people with 
whom you signed agreements and consider 
reliable partners, Mrs. @vonderleyen?” 

MP Inarritu tweeted.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister of Armenia 

Nikol Pashinyan said Armenia will use all 
available international mechanisms to en-
sure investigation and accountability into 
the extrajudicial executions of Armenian 
prisoners of war by Azerbaijani troops.

The footage of the gruesome killings 
was posted online in Azeri social media.

The authenticity of the video has been 
validated by the Human Rights Defender 
and the Defense Ministry using video data 

base material, comparative analyses of 
terrain, weather conditions, conversations 
and uniforms of the troops.  

In Syunik, U.S. Ambassador meets families affected by the mid-
September Azerbaijani attacks

While in Syunik, US Ambassador to 
Armenia Lynne met with displaced fami-
lies and others who had been affected by 
the mid-September attacks, the Embassy 
informs.

They discussed the challenges people 
in the region face and ways to address their 
urgent needs.

Ambassador Tracy also toured the vil-
lage of Akner which had been damaged by 

Azerbaijani shelling. Ambassador Tracy 
underscored the continued U.S. support for 
Armenia’s sovereignty.

On Wednesday, Ambassador Tracy met 
with Syunik Governor Robert Ghukasyan 
to learn first-hand how the mid-September 
attacks impacted the people of Syunik and 
discussed the humanitarian needs.

“As Secretary Blinken said in his Inde-
pendence Day statement, the United States 

will continue to support the Armenian peo-
ple’s democratic aspirations, sovereignty, 
and security,” the US Embassy said.

No talk about “extraterritorial corridors”: Russian Deputy PM says 
sovereignty must be respected

There can be no talk about any “extra-
territorial corridors” infringing the sov-
ereignty of any of the parties within the 
framework of the trilateral working group 
on unblocking the regional communica-
tions in the South Caucasus, Russian Dep-
uty Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk said 
in an interview with Rossiyskaya Gazeta.

Russia has always supported the prin-

ciple of the sovereignty of the parties and 
clearly follows the positions of the state-
ments of the leaders of the three countries 
on November 9, 2020 and January 11, 
2021, he said.

“The principle is: “Sovereignty over 
the road is exercised by the country the 
road passes through.” This means that if 
the road passes through Armenian territory, 
then this is an Armenian road, if it passes 
through Azerbaijani territory, then it is 
Azerbaijani,” the Deputy PM noted.

“In practice, the implementation of this 
principle means that in order to enter the 
territory of Armenia from Azerbaijan via 
unblocked or newly built roads, border 
and passport control procedures will be the 
same as, for example, when entering Arme-

nia from Iran. Similarly, passport control 
will work when entering Azerbaijan from 
Armenia. In addition, issues of paying for 
the use of roads in accordance with the 
national legislations of the parties, as well 
as ensuring the safety of the movement of 
citizens, vehicles and goods of one country 
through the territory of another country are 
being discussed,” Overchuk said.

He noted, however, that it will be pos-
sible to open or build roads only after the 
parties clearly define the legal regime for 
crossing the border between countries, as 
well as traffic on these roads.

The trilateral working group is chaired 
by the Deputy Prime Ministers of Arme-
nia, Russia and Azerbaijan.
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Paul Fletcher MP stands opposite Prime Minister, calls on 
Australian Government to support Armenia

Federal Member for Bradfield, Paul 
Fletcher stood in the Australian Parlia-
ment’s House of Representatives, opposite 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, and 
called on the Australian government to 
signal “clear and unambiguous support for 
the protection of Armenian civilians and 
civilian infrastructure”, reported the Ar-
menian National Committee of Australia 
(ANC-AU).

Fletcher––who is Australia’s former 
Communications Minister and current 
Manager of Opposition Business in the 
House and Shadow Minister for Govern-
ment Services and Digital Economy––
delivered a Private Members Statement 
condemning Azerbaijan’s latest assault 
against Armenia’s borders, which he called 
a “grave breach of Armenia’s sovereignty”.

As a member of the Australian Friends 
of Artsakh network and signatory to the 
Joint Justice  Initiative calling for national 
recognition of the Armenian, Assyrian 

and Greek Genocides, Fletcher has long 
advocated for the concerns of the Arme-
nian-Australian community in his elector-
ate in the Federal Parliament.

The Armenian National Committee 
Freedom Award recipient became the sec-
ond Federal Parliamentarian to rise in the 
Australian House of Representatives this 
week––following Member for North Syd-
ney, Kylea Tink MP––to expose Azerbai-
jan’s gross violations of international law, 
following their most deadly breach of Ar-
menia’s sovereign borders which began on 
Tuesday, 12 September 2022.

Fletcher said: “I call on Azerbaijan to 
respect the sovereign territory of Armenia 
and retreat immediately to the agreed bor-
ders. As a result of this military aggression, 
the Azerbaijani army has advanced up to 
7.5 kilometres into the sovereign territory 
of Armenia along an 8.5-kilometre wide 
front displacing up to 7600 Armenians. 
This is a serious violation of the ceasefire 
agreement concerning the Armenia-Azer-
baijani border.”

Fletcher added: “I call on the Australian 
Government to signal clear and unambigu-
ous support for the protection of Armenian 
citizens and civilian infrastructure, accord-
ing to international law and to signal Aus-
tralia’s strong support for regional peace 

and stability and the protection of sover-
eign borders.”

Statements have also been delivered in 
the State Parliament of New South Wales 
by Hugh McDermott MP, Tim James MP 
and Rev. Fred Nile MLC, all of whom con-
demned Azerbaijan’s aggression.

“We thank Mr Paul Fletcher for his on-
going public support and principled stance 
in support of his local Armenian-Australian 
community,” said ANC-AU Executive Di-
rector, Michael Kolokossian.

“Our community expects all those rep-
resenting Australian values of democracy 
and standing against autocracy to  amplify 
these concerns by outwardly condemning 
Azerbaijan’s barbaric invasion of Arme-
nia.”

“Earlier this month, our community 
joined compatriots worldwide in celebrat-
ing the 31st Anniversary of the Republic of 
Armenia’s independence. Yet the country 
built on the backs of Genocide survivors is 
facing an existential threat following Azer-
baijan’s brutal invasion of Armenia and 
attempted ethnic cleansing. As such, we 
expect elected representatives to follow in 
the footsteps of Ms Tink and Mr Fletcher 
and hold our Australian Government 
to account for their deafening silence,” 
Kolokossian added.

“Under the Spell of Ararat: Treasures from Ancient Armenia” named 
as the best exhibition in Netherlands

Exhibition entitled “Under the 
Spell of Ararat: Treasures from An-
cient Armenia”, which opened in the 
Drents Museum in the Assen city of 
the Netherlands on May 10, has been 
named as the best exhibition in the 
Netherlands as a result of public vot-
ing and received the first award, the 
History Museum of Armenia said.

Among many other exhibitions, 
the Armenian exhibition was selected 
by the professional jury in the top ten 
and also received 40% of the public votes.

The exhibition is dedicated to the 30th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between Armenia and the 

Netherlands. It includes a significant ar-
chaeological collection from the History 
Museum of Armenia, consisting of 160 
exhibits, as well as the relic of Noah’s Ark 

kept in the Museum of the Mother 
See of Holy Etchmiadzin. Tools, 
weapons, jewelry and other cultural 
values excavated from the territory 
of Armenia were displayed during 
the exhibition. 

The ceremony of handing over 
the award was held on September 27 
at the Art Museum in Hague (Kunst-
Museum).

Armenia’s Ambassador to the 
Netherlands Tigran Balayan also at-

tended the ceremony.
The exhibition will remain open until 

October 30.



NextPrevious
3 October #34(1391)2022 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

SOCIETY 11

California Governor signs bill making Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance Day a statewide holiday

California Governor Gavin Newsom 
has signed a bill making April 24 a Cali-
fornia statewide holiday. The measure was 
spearheaded by Assemblymember Adrin 
Nazarian.

On April 24, all community colleges 
and public schools throughout California 
will be allowed to close. State employees 
will be given time off with pay.

The text of the bill explains: “The 
Legislature finds and declares that Geno-
cide Remembrance Day would be a day 
for all to reflect on past and present geno-
cides, but especially those that have felt 
the impact of these atrocities and groups 
that have found refuge in California, in-
cluding, but not limited to, the Holocaust, 
Holodomor, and the Genocides of the Ar-
menian, Assyrian, Greek, Cambodian, and 
Rwandan communities. Genocide Remem-
brance Day would be observed annually on 
April 24, also known as Armenian Geno-
cide Remembrance Day, during the week 
the state of California traditionally recog-
nizes Genocide Awareness Week.”

The text further states that on April 
24 or on an alternate date “public schools 
and educational institutions throughout 

this state may include exercises, funded 
through existing resources, remembering 
and honoring the many contributions that 
survivors of genocide have made to this 
country. The State Board of Education 
may adopt a model curriculum guide to be 
available for use by public schools for ex-
ercises related to Genocide Remembrance 
Day.”

“I am signing Assembly Bill 1801 , 
which establishes Genocide Remembrance 
Day as a state holiday to be observed on 
April 24, and permits public schools and 
community colleges to close in observance 
of this holiday. This bill also permits state 
employees to utilize eight hours of vaca-
tion, annual leave, or compensating time 
off in lieu of receiving eight hours of per-
sonal holiday credit to observe Genocide 
Remembrance Day,” said Newsom in a 
signing statement.

“Genocide commemoration is more 
than a history lesson. It is a powerful tool 
to engage people across generations in the 
sanctity of human rights, the enormity of 
crimes, and how to prevent future atroc-
ities. Establishing a state holiday that 
commemorates genocides – both past and 

present – provides space for groups to heal 
and sends a powerful signal about our Cal-
ifornia values. Importantly, California con-
tinues to lead by example, with a strong 
record of providing refuge to countless 
groups suffering through the atrocity of 
genocide,” Newsom added.

“I am immensely proud of the richness 
of diversity and backgrounds represented 
in our state and understand the importance 
of wanting to see one’s own experience re-
flected in state holidays. While I am sign-
ing this bill and two other bills that also 
mark two significant days, before increas-
ing the number of state holidays beyond 
the more than a dozen already recognized, 
I encourage the Legislature to identify cri-
teria to help evaluate and inform future es-
tablishment of additional state holidays,” 
concluded Newsom.

The State Assembly and Senate mem-
bers worked tirelessly for months to have 
both chambers of the California legislature 
adopt this bill. The odyssey started on Feb-
ruary 7, 2022 when it was introduced in the 
State Assembly. The bill passed through 
several committees: Governmental Organi-
zation: 20 yes, 0 no; Higher Education: 12 
yes, 0 no; Appropriations: 12 yes, 0 no; and 
the full State Assembly on May 26, 2022 
by a vote of 75 yes and 0 no.

The bill then went to the State Senate 
passing through the following committees: 
Governmental Organization: 14 yes, 0 no; 
Education: 6 yes, 0 no; Appropriations: 7 
yes, 0 no; and the full Senate on August 23, 
2022 by a vote of 40 yes 0 no. The bill then 
went back to the State Assembly on August 
24, 2022 in order to reconcile it with Sen-
ate amendments. It passed by a vote of 77 
yes, 0 no.

The bill was then submitted to Califor-
nia Governor Gavin Newsom for his signa-
ture on August 31, 2022.
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Armenia-Russia trade turnover comprised 
around 2 billion dollars in first half of 2022

The volume of trade turnover between 
Armenia and Russia comprised around 
2 billion dollars in the first half of 2022. 
This is an increase of 50% compared to the 
same period of 2021, Russia’s Trade Rep-
resentative Anna Donchenko said during a 
press conference in Armenpress.

“The figure I presented are quite tell-
ing. These numbers continue growing, we 
hope that we will have much more positive 

indicators by the end of the year. We have 
very good development opportunities and 
preconditions at all directions. For exam-
ple, the construction sector is developing in 
Armenia at a bigger rate, we register this 
and inform our businesses. 4 exhibitions 
are being held in Armenia relating to the 
construction sector only during the year, 
which is very important for the establish-
ment of business ties”, she said.

Anna Donchenko said that the Unions 
of Constructors of Armenia and Russia 
have signed a memorandum of cooper-
ation, which will contribute to further 
deepening and strengthening the ties in the 
field. She emphasized that all areas are im-

portant for them.

“Zarubezh Expo” OJSC director on 
international cooperation Anatoly Niko-
laev in turn stated that the 2 billion USD 
registered in the first half of this year is a 
serious indicator, highlighting the active 
exercise of the cooperation potential in dif-
ferent areas.

“As we see, the Armenian-Russian 
economic cooperation is developing quite 
successfully. It is a result of a major work 
done in different directions. The organiza-
tion of exhibitions, business forums with 
the participation of businessmen of the two 
countries contribute to it”, he said.

Labor and Social Affairs Minister, World Bank discuss new formats 
of cooperation

Minister of Labor and Social Affairs 
Narek Mkrtchyan held a meeting with a 
delegation led by World Bank’s Country 
Manager for Armenia Carolin Geginat.

Issues pertaining to new formats of 
cooperation in the area of labor and social 
protection were discussed, as well as the 
Social Protection Administration Project 
II, the ministry said in a press release. 

The current results of the project have 
been summed up. Information on the 

commissioned and under development 
regional centers of the Unified Social 
Service was conveyed. The possibility of 
result-based financing-format cooperation 
was discussed, and at the same time the 
importance of joining efforts for the full in-
troduction of the Unified Information Sys-
tem, the construction of the Unified Social 
Service headquarters, and development of 
human capital was emphasized.

The parties expressed readiness to con-

tinue joining efforts for the continuous 
development of the labor and social pro-
tection area.

Alternative Investments in Armenia 
international conference to take place in 

Yerevan
 A two-day international financial 

conference will be held in Yerevan on 
November 8-9, 2022 in which investors, 
representatives of venture companies, fam-
ily offices, financial firms, private com-
panies, governments, and embassies will 
participate. The conference entitled “Al-
ternative Investments in Armenia” is orga-
nized in cooperation with Orion Worldwide 
Innovations, and BDO Armenia.

The main goal of the conference is to 
create opportunities for the growth of alter-
native investment sources in Armenia. At 
the same time, the forum is one of the im-
portant events for the activation of the Dig-

ital Julfa Network, in addition to attracting 
investments for Armenian startups. 

“Alternative investments have the 
power of enabling and recharging the eco-
nomic growth of the countries. It fosters 
the flow of money into the economy for 
supporting innovation, increasing produc-
tivity, and enabling multi-generational and 
institutional capital management,” said 
Aleksandr Shaghikyan, Partner, Head of 
Advisory at BDO Armenia.

“Private capital, corporate venture 
capital, and family offices can be types 
of alternative financing for the economy. 
In the asset structure of developed finan-

cial ecosystems, in addition to credit bank 
products, alternative investments also play 
a major role, through which money flows 
to startups, innovative projects, stimulating 
economic growth. One of our goals is to 
create new opportunities for the economy 
by developing the above-mentioned al-
ternative financing sources,” said Emma 
Arakelyan, CEO & Founder of Orion 
Worldwide Innovations.
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Sister City Agreement signed between Glendale and Artsakh’s 
Martuni

City of Glendale Mayor Ardy Kassakh-
ian and Artsakh’s Foreign Minister David 
Babayan have signed the Glendale-Martuni 
Sister City Agreement.

The deal is a powerful message of sol-
idarity with the Armenians of Artsakh that 
promises to foster vital cultural, educa-
tional and humanitarian exchange.

The Glendale-Martuni Sister-City 
Agreement was introduced by Mayor Ar-
dashes Kassakhian and seconded by Coun-
cilmember Ara Najarian, passing with 
unanimous support on August 23rd, 2022.

“Glendale City Council is proud to 
stand firmly in solidarity with the people 
of Armenia and Artsakh amidst Azerbai-
jan’s unprovoked assault on Armenia,” 
said Glendale Mayor Ardashes “Ardy” 
Kassakhian.

“With the signing of the Glendale-Mar-
tuni Sister City agreement, in the pres-
ence of Artsakh’s Foreign Minister David 
Babayan, we express our commitment to 
the right to self-determination for the Ar-
menians of Artsakh and state in no uncer-
tain terms that Azerbaijan must be held 
accountable for its unabated aggression 
against the Armenian people – and urge the 
U.S. to take immediate steps to condemn 
Azerbaijan’s aggression, enforce restric-
tions on military aid to Baku, and provide 
urgent humanitarian relief to the at-risk Ar-
menian population of Artsakh as they face 

a threat to their very existence,” he said.
In order to foster ties between the two 

cities, the ANCA Glendale chapter an-
nounced the launch of the Glendale-Mar-
tuni Sister City Association – to facilitate 
cultural, educational, and humanitarian 
exchanges between Glendale and Martuni.

FM David Babayan has been in the 
United States as part of a working visit 
with Deputy Minister for Education, Sci-
ence, Culture, and Sports, Lernik Hov-
hannisyan. Last week, the delegation was 
hosted by the Armenian National Com-
mittee of America (ANCA) in Washing-
ton, DC, where they participated in policy 
roundtables, think tank events, academic 
discussions, and Congressional meetings 
to convey the priorities and concerns of the 
Armenians of Artsakh amidst Azerbaijan’s 
unabated aggression.

Stephanie’s Art Gallery in La Cañada to exhibit Serj Tankian’s 
artwork

Stephanie’s Art Gallery in La Cañada 
will exhibit Serj Tankian’s artwork, As-
barez reports.

Serj Tankian is known around the 
world for his extraordinarily unique and 
dynamic musical creativity, especially as 
the lead vocalist and lyricist of System Of 
A Down, a Grammy-winning band. Like 
his bandmates, he has continually worn 
his Armenian identity as a badge of honor 
and has advocated for Armenia and other 
human rights causes with a passion that 
matches his inimitable vocal style.

Visitors to Stephanie’s Art Gallery in 
La Cañada from October 9 to November 
1 will be able to appreciate another side 
of Tankian’s creativity, his visual art, in a 
special exhibition entitled “Shapeshift: A 
Dynamic Dive Into Diversity.” 

Serj’s journey into the world of fine art 
began with his “Disarming Time” musical 
paintings in 2013. He creates a uniquely 
audible and visual experience with each of 
his artworks. Each piece is accompanied 
by a musical score that has been composed 
by Serj that is as integral to his artistic ex-
pression as the paint on the canvas. 

The embedded music is currently un-

locked and accessed via Arloopa, a free 
mobile application for iOS and Android 
devices that allows those looking at his 
artwork to listen to each painting’s corre-
sponding musical score. Tankian’s vision 
to utilize smartphone technology as the 
conduit to unlock the intertwined relation-

ship of music and art was the first of its 
kind.

“My music always has been noncon-
formist and challenging – and revolting 
at times,” said Tankian. “I paint the same 
way. I don’t look at what people do, I don’t 
paint within the parameters. I do what my 
intuition tells me to do. When I’m painting, 
I am free as an artist. My hands go where 
they’re supposed to go, I don’t know what 
I’m doing. But I never knew what I was 
doing as a musician either, I just created 
and was confident in the fact that it is 
coming from a good place. I’m still in the 
phase where I’m surprised by the output. I 
am lost in this exploratory, beautiful, color-
ful world and I am grateful.”
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Cher steals the Balmain show at Paris fashion week
The legendary singer and 

Oscar winning actress, 76, looked 
younger than ever in a surprise 
appearance at Paris Fashion Week 
Wednesday, walking on the run-
way for the finale of the Balmain 
spring/summer 2023 show, Peo-
ple reports.

For her appearance, Cher 
wore a dark, futuristic spandex 
look complete with black plat-
form boots, which complemented 

her signature long, dark mane.
She was cheered on by onlook-

ers as her 1998 hit “Strong Enough” 
played over the loudspeaker, accord-
ing to video of the moment shared 
by WWD.

After embracing the label’s cre-
ative director Olivier Rousteing, 
Cher sang along to her tune as she 
waved at the crowd while walking 
arm-in-arm and hand-in-hand with 
Rousteing.

Japan interested in cooperation with Armenia’s TUMO Center for 
Creative Technologies

Vice Speaker of Parliament Hakob Ar-
shakyan met on September 29 with Taro 
Kono, Minister for Digital Transformation, 
Minister for Digital Reform, Minister for 
Consumer Affairs and Food Safety, Minis-
ter for Administrative Reform of Japan, the 
Parliament’s press service said.

Welcoming the Vice President of the 
National Assembly, the Minister informed 
about his visit to Armenia in 2018, noting 
that he was impressed by the development 
of high technology. The Japanese side was 
interested in the cooperation with TUMO 
Center for Creative Technologies.

The Vice Speaker presented the on-
going developments in Armenia and in-

formed that our country is concerned about 
the close cooperation in the sphere of high 
technologies, including the artificial intel-
lect and cyber security.

Hakob Arshakyan noted that 
there is unused considerable po-
tential with respect to developing 
the economic relations.

The establishment of the 
branches of Japanese compa-
nies in Armenia was highlighted, 
which will give an opportunity 
for developing the collaboration 
between the two countries.

A number of issues regarding 
the development of cooperation 

in the spheres of innovation, science and 
technologies between Armenia and Japan 
were also discussed.

Aurora’s Sunrise: Official trailer for Armenia’s Oscars submission 
released

The official trailer for Aurora’s Sun-
rise – Armenia’s official submission for the 
Oscars’ Best International Film race – has 
been released, Deadline informs.

Inna Sahakyan’s film tells the extraor-
dinary story of Aurora Mardiganian, who 
survived the Armenian Genocide as a teen-
ager, and later came to Hollywood where 
she starred in a 1919 silent film based on 
her account of the massacre that killed 
around 1 million Armenians.

“Starring as herself in Auction of Souls, 
an early Hollywood blockbuster, Au-
rora became the face of one of the largest 
charity campaigns in American history,” 
according to a description of the docu-
mentary. “With a blend of vivid animation, 
interviews with Aurora herself, and 18 
minutes of surviving footage from her lost 
silent epic, Aurora’s Sunrise revives a for-

gotten story of survival.”
Aurora’s Sunrise will be making its 

North American premiere at the Animation 
Is Film Festival in Hollywood on October 
23. The film held its world premiere in 
June at the Annecy International Anima-
tion Film Festival in France. It won the Sil-
ver Apricot at the Golden Apricot Yerevan 
International Film Festival this year and is 

an official selection of IDFA, Docslisboa, 
and FilmFest Hamburg, which begins to-
morrow.

Aurora’s Sunrise is a co-production 
of Armenia, Lithuania and Germany. The 
filmmakers note, “The Zoryan Institute, 
non-profit and charity provided a crucial 
level of research and financial support in 
the making of this production and this film 
is based on its Oral History Archive.”

The film is directed and co-written by 
Sahakyan and produced by Bars Media, 
Artbox Laisvalaikio Klubas, and Geb-
rueder Beetz Filmproduktion. Credited 
producers include Vardan Hovhannisyan, 
Christian Beetz, Justė Michailinaitė, Kęs-
tutis Drazdauskas, and Eric Esrailian. Art 
direction is by Tigran Arakelyan; the lead 
illustrator is Gediminas Skyrius.
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

worldwide  network enables  cardhold-
ers to elect and get elected to the lead-
ership of The Armenian Identity Card 
(HyeID) network structures.
The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  

cardholders can benefit from the pos-
sibility of discounts intended for HyeID 
cardholders when shopping 
for products and services 
in various countries of 
the world.
The Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID)  cardhold-
ers can participate in 
queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
Ensure the security and 

privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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