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Armenia, Azerbaijan agree to form bilateral commission on 
delimitation by the end of April

The leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan have agreed to start 
drafting a bilateral “peace treaty” and set up a joint commission 
on demarcating the Armenian-Azerbaijani border during fresh 
talks in Brussels hosted by European Council President Charles 
Michel.

“We have decided all together to launch a concrete process, to 
prepare a possible peace treaty and to address all necessary ele-
ments for such a treaty,” Michel told reporters on April 6 after his 
trilateral meeting with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
and Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev that lasted for more than 
four hours.

“I am confident that tonight we took an important step in the 
right direction,” he said. “It doesn’t mean everything is solved. 
But it means that we made progress.”

In a written statement issued shortly afterwards, Michel said 
Aliyev and Pashinyan pledged to “move rapidly” towards the 
comprehensive treaty meant to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. They will instruct their foreign ministers to “work on 

the preparation” of such a deal, added the head of the European 
Union’s main decision-making body.

The Armenian government’s press office confirmed these in-
structions in a statement on the late-night talks.

Baku wants the peace deal to be based on five elements, in-
cluding a mutual recognition of each other’s territorial integrity. 
Pashinyan has publicly stated that they are acceptable to Yerevan 
in principle, fuelling Armenian opposition claims that he is ready 
to recognize Azerbaijani sovereignty over Karabakh.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said last week that Yerevan 
will also raise the issue of Karabakh’s status with the Azerbaijani 
side. The Armenian government statement on the Brussels talks 
made no mention of the issue.

Michel said after the talks that the two sides now have a better 
understanding of possible parameters of the deal. But he did not 
elaborate.

Read on page 8
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Armenia reaffirms its commitment to ensure the right of the people of 
Artsakh to a free, secure, dignified life in their homeland

The Republic of Armenia reaffirms its 
commitment to ensure the right of the peo-
ple of Artsakh to a free, secure, dignified 
life in their homeland, and emphasizes the 
urgency of the international community’s 
efforts to prevent threats to existential se-
curity of the Armenians of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, the Armenian Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement on the 30th anniversary of 
the Maragha massacre.

The statement reads:
30 years ago, on April 10, 1992, the 

Azerbaijani armed forces carried out an 
unprecedented massacre of peaceful popu-
lation in the village of Maragha in the Mar-
takert region of Artsakh, which resulted in 
complete annihilation of the Armenian set-
tlement with a population of about 5,000.

The war crimes in Maragha are doc-
umented in the reports of international 
human rights organizations, including 

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty In-
ternational, which state that the atrocities 
committed against Armenians resulted in 
the brutal murder of at least 50 people, and 
30 women, 29 women and 9 children were 
taken hostage, the fate of 19 of whom is 
still unknown.

The massacre in Maragha, which was 
the continuation of the pogroms of Arme-
nians in Sumgait, Kirovabad and Baku, 
was another manifestation of the policy of 
ethnic cleansing and hatred against Arme-
nians by the Azerbaijani authorities.

The impunity of the masterminders and 
perpetrators of the massacres of Armenians 
in Nagorno-Karabakh and in the Arme-
nian-populated cities of Azerbaijan, their 
glorification, and the anti-Armenian policy 
pursued for years laid the foundation for 
committing new massacres.

Currently, the consistent targeting of 

the Armenian peaceful population in Na-
gorno-Karabakh and creation of human-
itarian crisis by the Azerbaijani armed 
forces, as well as the incursion into the 
area of responsibility of the Russian peace-
keeping forces since March 24, 2022, re-
sulting in forcible displacement of more 
than 400 people, demonstrate the real ob-
jective of the official Baku – the complete 
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh.

Today we pay tribute to the memory of 
the victims of the Maragha massacre. The 
Republic of Armenia reaffirms its com-
mitment to ensure the right of the people 
of Artsakh to a free, secure, dignified life 
in their homeland, and emphasizes the 
urgency of the international community’s 
efforts to prevent threats to existential se-
curity of the Armenians of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh.

Pashinyan, Blinken Discuss Armenian-Azeri 
Summit

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan spoke 
with U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken by phone on April 5 before fly-
ing to Brussels for potentially crucial talks 
with Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev.

An Armenian government statement on 
the phone call said they discussed, among 
other things, “processes taking place in the 
South Caucasus” and “increased tensions 
over Nagorno-Karabakh.”

“The parties stressed the importance of 
ensuring stability and peace in the region, 
emphasizing the importance of the OSCE 
Minsk Group co-chairs’ format,” the state-
ment said, adding that they also touched 
upon the Armenian-Azerbaijani sum-
mit that will be hosted on Wednesday by 

Charles Michel, the top European Union 
official.

Aliyev and Pashinyan decided last 
week to meet in Brussels as Azerbaijan 
pressed Armenia to accept its proposals 
on a “peace treaty” between the two na-
tions. They scheduled the trilateral meet-
ing with Michel a week after Azerbaijani 
troops seized a village in eastern Karabakh 
and tried to push deeper into the territory, 
sparking deadly fighting with Karabakh 
Armenian forces.

Russia called for an immediate Azer-
baijani withdrawal from the “zone of 
responsibility” of 2,000 Russian peace-
keepers stationed in Karabakh.

The U.S. State Department likewise de-

plored the Azerbaijani troop movements, 
calling them “irresponsible and unneces-
sarily provocative.” Baku rejected the crit-
icism.

Pashinyan was reported to brief 
Blinken on “the situation in Karabakh 
caused by the actions of Azerbaijani army 
units.”

The two men also discussed U.S.-Ar-
menian relations and the conflict in 
Ukraine, according to the official Arme-
nian readout of their phone call.

Pashinyan briefs Putin on results of Brussels meeting

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan has briefed Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin on the results of the Brussels 

meeting with Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev and President of the European 
Council Charles Michel.

During a phone conversation the inter-
locutors attached importance to the agree-
ments on signing a peace agreement with 
Azerbaijan and launching delimitation 
works. The President of the Russian Feder-
ation expressed readiness to fully support 
these processes.

Reference was made to the intrusion of 
Azerbaijani units into the area of   responsi-

bility of the Russian peacekeeping contin-
gent in Nagorno Karabakh. Prime Minister 
Pashinyan said the Armenian side expects 
the Russian peacekeepers to take concrete 
measures to ensure the withdrawal of the 
Azerbaijani units.

Nikol Pashinyan and Vladimir Putin 
touched upon the issues of economic co-
operation between the two countries and 
agreed that those will be discussed in detail 
during Nikol Pashinyan’s official visit to 
Russia on April 19.



NextPrevious
11 April #14(1371)2022 www.nt.am The Noyan Tapan Highlights

POLITICS 3

Lavrov Claims U.S., France Have ‘Abandoned’ Russia as OSCE 
Minsk Group Chair

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov on April 8 claimed that France and the 
U.S. have refused to cooperate with Russia 
as a co-chair of the OSCE Minsk Group, 
adding that the West has prioritized its 
campaign against Russia over the settle-
ment of the Karabakh conflict.

“I do not know what fate awaits this 
mediation group since our French and 
American colleagues—under the wave of 
Russophobia—have abandoned everything 
having to do with the Russian Federation. 
They also have canceled the Minsk Group 
chairmanship, announcing that they will 
not work with in that capacity,” Lavrov 
announced during a joint press conference 
with his Armenian counterpart Ararat Mir-
zoyan, who is in Moscow on an official 
visit.

“That is their right,” Lavrov added. 
“If they are ready to sacrifice the Kara-
bakh issue, and generally their interests in 
the Caucasus, and they are willing, at any 
given moment, to [abandon] the interests 
of the Armenian side, that’s their choice.”

This serious claim, which has not been 
confirmed by either France or the United 
States, was downplayed by Mirzoyan, who 
insisted that the international community 

continues to view the OSCE Minsk Group 
co-chairs as the only viable entity that will 
bring a settlement to the Karabakh conflict.

Since the end of the 2020 War, the U.S., 
France and, to a certain extent, Russia have 
announced that the Karabakh conflict has 
not ended because a status for Karabakh 
has not been determined, all saying that the 
Minsk Group co-chairs must being negoti-
ations to this end.

“The current geopolitical situation in 
the world has made the work of the OSCE 
Minsk Group, significantly complicated, 
but I am receiving signals from the OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-Chairs and leaders of 
many other countries—and I want to con-
firm that although Azerbaijani partners say 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs have 
ceased to exist, that they have nothing else 
to do, because the conflict no longer exists, 
there is no region called Nagorno Kara-
bakh—the international community con-
tinues to see the settlement of the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict within the framework 
of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs’ for-
mat, which is very encouraging,” Mirzoyan 
said.

Armenia’s Foreign Minister discussed 
the recent incursion by Azerbaijani forces 

into the villages of Artsakh’s Askeran re-
gion, from where they have advanced to 
the strategic Karaglukh Heights. He also 
accused Azerbaijan of advancing a human-
itarian crisis in Artsakh.

“In this regard, I once again highlighted 
the importance of the complete work of the 
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship,” 
Mirzoyan told reporters at the press con-
ference.

Mirzoyan and Lavrov also discussed 
their two countries’ cooperation efforts in 
the fields of defense, that includes techni-
cal and political facets, as well as the over-
all situation in the South Caucasus.

The two top diplomats highly praised 
Russian-Armenian cooperation in the mil-
itary sector and pledged to continue to ad-
vance those ties.

Security guarantees and status of Artsakh should be a subject of 
negotiations – Armenian PM

Guarantees of the security of the peo-
ple of Artsakh, protection of their rights 
and freedoms, as well as the clarifica-
tion of the final status of Nagorno Kara-
bakh are included in Armenia’s answers 
to Azerbaijan’s proposals and should 
be the subject of negotiations, Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
said at the government sitting on April 6. 

 
“Of course, as before, we consider the in-
volvement of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs essential in this process, and we 
must continue to work in that direction,” 
the Prime Minister said, briefing the cab-
inet on the results of the Brussels meeting 
with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev 
and President of the EU Council Charles 
Michel.

“Naturally, there was a discussion 
about the deterioration of the security envi-
ronment in Nagorno Karabakh, particularly 
the events in Parukh, but those discus-
sions did not lead to a joint assessment 
of the situation. I must also say that I did 

not consider the further discussion of this 
particular topic appropriate in the Brussels 
platform, because it is about the intrusion 
of Azerbaijani units into the area of re-
sponsibility of the Russian peacekeeping 
mission in Nagorno Karabakh. Therefore, 
the issue should rather be discussed with 
the participation of the partners from the 
Russian Federation, and we are going to do 
that,” PM Pashinyan said.

“We expect that the peacekeepers of 
the Russian Federation in Nagorno Kara-
bakh will take measures to ensure the with-
drawal of Azerbaijani units from their area 
of   responsibility,” he added.
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Armenian Opposition Rally Rejects ‘New Concessions’ to Azerbaijan
(RFE/RL) - Armenia’s two main op-

position alliances rallied thousands of 
supporters in Yerevan on Tuesday to warn 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan against 
agreeing to restore Azerbaijan’s control 
over Nagorno-Karabakh.

Leaders of the Hayastan and Pativ 
Unem blocs said that Pashinyan is ready to 
make this and other concessions to Baku. 
They also accused him of jeopardizing Ar-
menia’s territorial integrity with his concil-
iatory policy towards Azerbaijan.

“These authorities have no mandate to 
lead the country to new concessions with 
false promises of peace,” Hayastan’s Ish-
khan Saghatelyan told the crowd that gath-
ered in Yerevan’s Liberty Square.

Saghatelyan claimed that instead of 
strengthening national defense and secu-
rity they are preparing the ground for “new 
concessions” by scaring Armenians with 
the prospect of another war with Azerbaijan.

“None of us present here wants war, 
but we can’t surrender to the butcher,” said 
Aram Vartevanyan, another senior Ha-
yastan figure.

“We can’t lose again because we have 
nothing to lose anymore,” agreed Pativ Un-
em’s Hayk Mamijanyan.

A resolution presented by the two op-
position groups to the demonstrators says 
that Armenia must remain a guarantor of 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s security and avoid 
signing a peace treaty with Azerbaijan that 
would undermine the Karabakh Arme-
nians’ right to self-determination. It warns 
that failure to do this would spark a popu-
lar uprising.

“Any government that deviates from 
our vital demands will be sent to hell,” 
Saghatelyan declared before the protesters 
marched to a key street intersection in cen-
tral Yerevan and blocked traffic through it 

for an hour.
The opposition warnings came on the 

eve of Pashinyan’s talks with Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev that will be hosted 
by European Council President Charles 
Michel in Brussels.

The talks are expected to focus on an 
Armenian-Azerbaijani “peace treaty.” 
Baku wants such a deal to be based on five 
elements, including a mutual recognition of 
each other’s territorial integrity. Pashinyan 
has publicly stated that they are acceptable 
to Yerevan in principle, fuelling opposition 
claims that he is ready to recognize Azer-
baijani sovereignty over Karabakh.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan and 
other political allies of Pashinyan have 
said that Yerevan will also raise the issue 
of Karabakh’s status in upcoming negotia-
tions with the Azerbaijani side.

Baku has ruled out any discussions on 
the status, with Aliyev repeatedly saying 
that the Azerbaijani victory in the 2020 war 
put an end to the Karabakh conflict.

“Crucial efforts and progress made 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan” – High 

Representative Josep Borrell

High Representative of the EU for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-Pres-
ident of the European Commission Josep 
Borrell has hailed the decision of Yerevan 
and Baku to “work towards a stable and se-
cure South Caucasus.”

“Crucial efforts and progress made be-

tween Armenia and Azerbaijan to work to-
wards lasting peace and a stable and secure 
South Caucasus,” Borrell said in a Twitter 
post.

“In the current geopolitical context, it 
is more important than ever to find ways 
to engage and to diplomatically solve con-
flicts,” he added.

Based on the results of the meeting in 
Brussels mediated by EU Council Pres-
ident Charles Michel, an agreement was 

reached to set up a bilateral commission on 
border delimitation between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan until the end of April envisaged 
in the agreement reached in Sochi on No-
vember 26, 2021, which will be authorized 
to deal with security and stability issues 
along the border.

The Prime Minister of Armenia and 
the President of Azerbaijan instructed the 
Foreign Ministers to start preparations for 
peace talks between the two countries.

Defense Minister receives Head of CoE Armenia Office
Minister of Defense of Armenia 

Suren Papikyan received on April 6 Mar-
tina Schmidt, Head of the Council of Eu-
rope’s Office in Yerevan, the ministry said 
in a news release.

“The process of the 2nd phase of the 
project “Human Rights and Women in the 
Armed Forces in Armenia” and its imple-
mentation were discussed during the meeting.

The Minister of Defense highly valued 

the activities carried out so far within the 
Armenia-CoE partnership aimed at raising 
awareness in the armed forces, protecting 
human rights, including rights of female 
officers, strengthening the efficiency of 
legal processes on military cases, devel-
oping and ensuring the continuation of 
military education, the staff skills and 
capacities”, the ministry said in the press 
release, adding that Suren Papikyan at-

tached importance to the continuation of 
the aforementioned project and expressed 
the readiness of the Armenian side for the 
further development of cooperation.  
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Armenian death toll In Ukraine revealed
At least 23 ethnic Armenian citizens 

or residents of Ukraine have been killed 
since the start of the Russian invasion, 
according to leaders of the country’s Ar-
menian community.

Davit Mkrtchian, the deputy chairman 
of the Union of Armenians of Ukraine, 
said on April 6 that 18 of them were ci-
vilians while the five others served in the 
Ukrainian military.

“We pray that the real number [of Ar-
menian deaths] is not higher,” Mkrtchian 
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service. “Once in 
every two or three days we hear about peo-
ple getting killed here and there.”

Estimates of the number of ethnic Ar-
menians who lived in Ukraine before the 
war vary from 100,000 to 400,000. Many 
of them are said to hold Armenian pass-
ports. The European Union has allowed 
them to enter Ukraine’s EU neighbors 
without Schengen visas.

Like millions of Ukrainians, many local 
Armenians have fled the country since the 
start of the conflict on February 24. But 
even their approximate number remains 
unknown to both the community leaders 
and Armenia’s government.

The Foreign Ministry in Yerevan said 
last month that it has not organized char-
ter flights for such refugees because few of 
them are willing to relocate to Armenia.

Mkrtchian disputed that claim, saying 
that many Armenians expressed a desire to 
take refuge in Armenia at the start of the 
devastating war.

According to the Kyiv-based activist, a 
large number of Armenians remain trapped 
in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region, the 
epicenter of fierce fighting, and, in particu-
lar, the regional city of Mariupol besieged 
and partly occupied by Russian troops.

Karen Ghulian, an Armenian-born 
man, lived in Mariupol for over two de-

cades. Ghulian said that he, his family and 
a group of other local Armenians risked 
their lives to flee the war-torn city late last 
week.

“I realized that if we don’t get out, I 
could lose my family,” he told RFE/RL’s 
Armenian Service. “We got caught in 
crossfire.”

Ghulian said he and his family mem-
bers moved to a friend’s apartment weeks 
ago after their house was destroyed by 
shelling.

“Conditions there were terrible,” he 
said. “There was a lack of food, water, ev-
erything. There were no working shops. 
They all were empty, looted or bombed.”

Armenia has new Ambassadors to Kazakhstan, 
Andorra, Ireland and Malta

Pres iden t  o f  Armen ia  Vahagn 
Khachaturyan signed decrees on appoint-
ing ambassadors to 4 countries, Noyan 
Tapan was informed from the website of 
the President of Armenia.

Armen Ghevondyan has been ap-
pointed Ambassador of Armenia to Ka-
zakhstan (residence in Nur-Sultan). 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Republic of Armenia to the 

Kingdom of Spain Sos Avetisyan has also 
been appointed Ambassador of Armenia to 
Andorra (dual accreditation, residence in 
Madrid).

Ambassador of Armenia to the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland has been appointed Ambassador 
to Ireland (dual accreditation, residence in 
London). The Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Armenia to Italy 

Tsovinar Hambardzumyan has been ap-
pointed Ambassador to Malta (dual accred-
itation, residence in Rome).

Greek MP condemns the fact that Armenian 
POWs are still held in Azerbaijan

 
Chairman of the Armenian parliamentary 
standing committee on European integra-
tion affairs Arman Yeghoyan and chief of 
staff-secretary general at the Parliament 
Vahan Naribekyan discussed in Athens the 
current situation in and around Artsakh, as 
well as the instable geopolitical situation 
with the Chairman of the standing commit-
tee on national defense and foreign affairs 

of the Parliament of Greece Konstantinos 
Gkioulekas, the Armenian Parliament’s 
press service said.

The Greek Member of Parliament 
attached importance to the issue of pre-
serving cultural heritage, condemned the 
fact that Armenian prisoners of war are 
still held in Azerbaijan and in this context 
stressed the importance of an adequate re-
sponse by the international community.

The sides touched upon the historic 
course of the Armenian-Greek warm rela-
tions and expressed confidence that the ties 
between the two brotherly peoples will fur-
ther deepen. Mr. Gkioulekas congratulated 

the Armenian delegation on the election of 
the President of Armenia, and conveyed 
the greetings of the Speaker of Parliament 
and the members of the committee led by 
him.

The sides also talked about the Arme-
nian Diaspora, its role and potential.

Armenian Ambassador to Greece Ti-
gran Mkrtchyan also attended the meeting 
and delivered remarks.

The visit is carried out with the joint 
efforts of the Armenian, Greek and Italian 
parliaments within the framework of the 
EU-funded Twinning project.
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Armenia, Slovakia sign Agreement on Economic Cooperation

An Agreement on Economic Coopera-
tion between the Governments of the Re-
public of Armenia and the Slovak Republic 
was signed today by Armenian Minister 
of Economy Vahan Kerobyan and Am-
bassador of Slovakia to Armenia Miroslav 

Hacek
The agreement envisages the develop-

ment and diversification of mutually ben-
eficial cooperation in all areas of mutual 
interest. It enables the development and 
deepening of long-term economic relations 
between the two countries on the basis of 
equality and mutual benefit, in areas such 
as industry, tourism, energy, agriculture, 
small and medium-sized enterprises, trans-
port and infrastructure, environmental pro-
tection, information and communication 
technology. etc.

The Joint Slovak-Armenian Commis-

sion for Economic Cooperation will be 
the instrument for fulfilling the content of 
the Agreement. Its establishment and start 
of activities is one of the closest tasks for 
both parties.

During the meeting that preceded the 
signing ceremony, Minister Kerobyan 
presented the priorities of the Armenian 
economy. The parties discussed the areas 
in which it is possible to develop effective 
bilateral cooperation. These include metal-
lurgy, mechanical engineering, microelec-
tronics, rubber production, jewelry, textile 
industry, pharmaceuticals.

Tech giant NVIDIA establishing research center in Armenia
NVIDIA, a world leader in vi-

sual computing technologies, is 
establishing a research center in 
Armenia, Deputy Speaker of the Ar-
menian National Assembly Hakob 
Arshakyan informs.

In 2019, the Armenian dele-
gation headed by Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan visited NVIDIA’s 
headquarters in the heart of Sili-
con Valley. The company`s founder 
and CEO Jensen Huang briefed the 
Armenian officials on the future of 
gaming, visual computing and AI.

“At that meeting we also discussed 
possible cooperation with NVIDIA. Today, 
I’m thrilled to announce that NVIDIA is 
coming to Armenia. One of the world`s 

leading tech giants with $27 billion in 
revenue and more than 20,000 employees 
worldwide is opening the doors of their 
new office in Yerevan,” Arsahakyan said in 
a Facebook post.

Leading the site is Rev Lebare-
dian, vice president of Omniverse and 
simulation technology, who’s been 
with the company for two decades.

NVIDIA’s invention of the GPU 
in 1999 sparked the growth of the 
PC gaming market and has redefined 
modern computer graphics, high per-
formance computing and artificial in-
telligence.

The company’s pioneering work 
in accelerated computing and AI is 
reshaping transportation, healthcare 

and manufacturing, and fueling the growth 
of many other industries. In Yerevan, the 
company is building a fully-fledged site 
for hundreds of engineers, researchers and 
more.

Armenia’s food inflation remains in double digits
Food prices in Armenia rose by an av-

erage of 12.1 percent in the first quarter of 
this year despite the authorities’ pledges to 
curb inflation.

Data released by the Armenian govern-
ment’s Statistical Committee shows that 
they were up by nearly 13 percent year on 
year in March, translating into an overall 
inflation rate of 7.4 percent.

Annual inflation reached 7.7 percent in 
December, well above a 4 percent target set 
by the government and the Central Bank of 
Armenia (CBA) for 2021. A sharp rise in 
food prices, which reflects a global trend, 

was the key factor behind the increased 
cost of living in the country.

In an effort to curb rising inflation, the 
CBA has raised its benchmark interest rate 
for nine times since December 2020.

The bank most recently hiked the rate 
in mid-March, citing fallout from Western 
economic sanctions imposed on Russia 
over its invasion of Ukraine.

The government likewise predicted that 
the escalating conflict further push up the 
cost of food staples in Armenia. The South 
Caucasus country imports a large part of its 
wheat, cooking oil and other basic food-

stuffs from Russia.
Also contributing to higher-than-pro-

jected inflation are recent increases in the 
prices of electricity and natural gas ap-
proved by utility regulators.
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International tender for Meghri Border Crossing Point modernization 
takes place

The European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) announced a 
tender for the construction of the Meghri 
Border Crossing Point through its elec-
tronic procurement system on December 
23, 2021.

The bids were officially opened by the 
assessment commission after the deadline 
expired.

The commission, which includes repre-
sentatives of the Armenian State Revenue 
Committee and other government bodies, 
will study the packages submitted by orga-
nizations, as well as their past records and 
bids.

The validity period of the bids is 120 
days.

The Meghri Border Crossing Point 
modernization project is implemented 

in accordance to a loan and grant agree-
ment signed between Armenia and the 
EBRD. The project is worth approximately 
EUR 21,000,000 and the construction will 
last 30 months.

The modernization of the facility in-
cludes the construction of a two-storey 
administrative building (4000sq.m) with 
1500sq.m. solar power station on the roof, 
a 40,000 sq.m. parking lot, 5 entry and exit 
lanes and modern X-ray machines.

The modernization will facilitate and 
accelerate services and contribute to the 
activation of the North-South Transport 
Corridor by boosting transit shipments.

Armenian-Kazakh trade in 2021 has increased by more than 30%. 
Ambassador of Kazakhstan

Despite the negative impact of exter-
nal factors, the trade turnover between the 
countries of the Eurasian Economic Union 
is growing dynamically, ARMENPRESS 
reports Ambassador of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan to Armenia Bolat Imanbayev said 
at a round table on “Opportunities for EEU 
Development: Prospects after the Decla-
ration of an Economic War against Russia 

by  Collective West.”
According to the Ambassador of Ka-

zakhstan, the mutually beneficial deci-
sions are in line with the spirit of the EEU, 
which in the short period of its existence 
has shown a significant increase in mutual 
trade between the member states.

The Ambassador of the country, which 
chaired the EEU bodies last year, noted 
with satisfaction the dynamics of trade 
turnover growth in the union in 2021.

“Despite external factors and the quar-
antine restrictions, the volume of Kazakh-
stan’s trade with the EEU member states 
increased by 28% amounting to $ 26.1 bil-
lion. At the same time, the Kazakhstan-Ar-
menia bilateral trade turnover has increased 
by more than 30% in the mentioned period, 
“the Kazakh Ambassador said.

The Ambassadors of Kazakhstan and 
Russia emphasized the need for the EEU 
countries to overcome the new and difficult 
challenges through joint efforts.

Prior to Bolat Imanbayev’s speech, 
Russia’s Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to Armenia Sergey Kopir-
kin said in his speech that Russia under-
stands very well that the sanctions imposed 
on it will have a serious impact on its Eur-
asian allies, and the policy of isolating 
Russia will be carried out also against the 
other EEU member states. But Moscow 
expects that the common interests of Eur-
asian partners, their economic interdepen-
dence, will dictate the understanding that it 
is necessary to stand together and develop 
together.

Installation of new system in Ambulance CJSC will not leave citizens’ 
calls unanswered

A callback system is already operating 
in Armenia’s Ambulance Service, Director 
of the Ambulance CJSC Taguhi Stepanyan 
said in an interview to Armenpress.

She informed that thanks to this new 
system, all incoming calls to 1-03 will be 
registered and a callback will be provided.

“Today the number of calls has de-
creased considerably, there were many 
complaints that the ambulance did not 
answer the calls. This system has been in-
troduced in order not to leave the calls un-
answered”, she said, expressing confidence 

that this new system will help to improve 
the operation of the ambulance.

Taguhi Stepanyan said the Ambulance 
Service handles an average of 650 calls a 
day. “If we compare with the period 1.5-2 
months ago, when the number of calls was 
reaching 1000 in a day, we will see that 
they have declined”, she said, adding that 
nearly 300 calls relating to children are 
being registered per week.

The Director of the Ambulance CJSC 
said the calls are mainly related to cardio-
vascular and acute-respiratory diseases, but 
added that there are also calls connected 
with car crashes.

https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1004091.html
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EU committed to deepening cooperation with Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, to work closely in overcoming tensions – Charles Michel

The President of the European Council, 

Charles Michel, hosted the President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, and 

the Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-

menia, Nikol Pashinyan, for a continuation 

of their discussions on the situation in the 

South Caucasus region and the develop-

ment of EU relations with both countries.

President Michel reiterated the EU’s 

commitment to deepen its cooperation with 

Armenia and Azerbaijan to work closely in 

overcoming tensions and promote a South 

Caucasus that is secure, stable, peaceful 

and prosperous for the benefit of all people 

living in the region.

The leaders took stock of developments 

since their last meeting in Brussels in De-

cember 2021 and their videoconference, 

together with President Macron, in Febru-

ary 2022. They reviewed progress on the 

implementation of undertaken commit-

ments. They discussed the recent reported 

tensions and reiterated the necessity of ad-

hering fully to the provisions of the 9/10 

November 2020 trilateral statement. They 

welcomed the meeting of senior represen-

tatives from Armenia and Azerbaijan on 30 

March 2022 under EU auspices in Brussels 

and agreed on the necessity to continue this 

engagement to ensure adequate follow-up 

to agreements reached at leaders’ level.

President Michel emphasized the im-

portance of humanitarian gestures by both 

sides to promote confidence and peace-

ful coexistence. He stressed the need for 

the full and speedy resolution of all out-

standing humanitarian issues, including 

the release of remaining detainees and 

comprehensively addressing the issue of 

missing persons, and stated that the EU 

is ready to support this endeavor. The EU 

will likewise continue to support confi-

dence building measures between Azerbai-

jan and Armenia as well as humanitarian 

de-mining efforts, including by continuing 

to provide expert advice and stepping up 

financial assistance, and assistance to con-

flict-affected populations, rehabilitation 

and reconstruction.

President Michel noted both President 

Aliyev’s and Prime Minister Pashinyan’s 

stated desire to move rapidly towards a 

peace agreement between their countries. 

To this end, it was agreed to instruct Min-

isters of Foreign Affairs to work on the 

preparation of a future peace treaty, which 

would address all necessary issues.

The delimitation and demarcation of 

their bilateral border will be essential; to 

this end, in line with the Sochi Statement 

of 26 November 2021, it was also agreed 

to convene a Joint Border Commission by 

the end of April. The mandate of the Joint 

Border Commission will be to:

delimit the bilateral border between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan, and

ensure a stable security situation 

along, and in the vicinity of, the 

borderline.

President Michel also stressed that en-

suring the appropriate distancing of forces 

is an essential element of incident pre-

vention and tensions reduction. President 

Michel reaffirmed the EU’s readiness to 

provide advice and support.

The leaders also discussed the res-

toration of communications/connectiv-

ity infrastructure between Armenia and 

Azerbaijan in particular and in the South 

Caucasus more broadly. President Michel 

welcomed the steps towards the restoration 

of railway lines, while encouraging Arme-

nia and Azerbaijan to also find effective 

solutions for the restoration of road links. 

The EU is ready to support the develop-

ment of connectivity links, including in 

line with its Economic and Investment Plan 

and by utilizing the proposed economic ad-

visory forum to identify common projects.

The leaders agreed to follow-up on 

outcomes of their meeting and to stay en-

gaged.
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ArmHighTech 2022: Spotlight on homegrown dronemakers

YEREVAN, APRIL 8, ARMEN-
PRESS. The 3rd ArmHighTech Interna-
tional Exhibition of Defense Technologies 
showcased a wide range of military and ci-
vilian-grade technologies, such as loitering 
munitions, drones and even technologies 
designed for assisting people with disabil-
ities.

The spotlight, however, was mostly 
on dronemakers who offer relatively 
cheap and easily controlled UAVs.

The Armenian Davaro dronemaker 
showcased its UAVs with an endur-
ance of 20 hours in-flight and 500-ki-
lometer range, equipped with a 15kg 
warhead. Davaro also offers combat 
drones with up to 150-kilometer firing 
range. The company unveiled its new 
laser-guided reconnaissance and com-
bat models.

“They are designed to strike enemy 
airfields, weapon depots, mostly sta-
tionary targets,” Davaro representative 
Armen Yenokyan said.

He added that they are now developing 
a control system that would include artifi-
cial intelligence in controlling the combat 
operations.

UAVLAB, another dronemaker known 
for its Bzez (Beetle) loitering munitions, 
launched the production of other combat 
UAVs and is perfecting the control system.

“We can control two drones from this 
machine. It is entirely made in Armenia,” 
UAVLAB representative Alexander Jagh-
inyan said.

Arshavir Stepanyan, the representa-
tive of ProMAQ, a company specializing 
in reconnaissance and combat drones, as 
well as unmanned cargo transport helicop-
ters and radio-locating and communication 
systems, said that the cooperation with the 
government is dynamically growing espe-
cially since the 2020 war in Artsakh. “This 
is a sector developing every day, we are 

having new ideas and goals every day, new 
projects that are being realized. The market 
is developing dynamically,” he said.

Other participants at the exhibition in-

cluded Aragats, a company manufacturing 
thermal vision scopes and surveillance sys-
tems since 1992. Levon Margaryan from 
Aragats said they are working with the mil-
itary since day one. “We are showcasing 
some of our thermal vision scopes. Around 
80% of the displayed items passed all gov-
ernment tests and are used by the military 
for many years,” he said.

The Scientific-Research Institute of 
Communication Means was showcasing 
its brand-new Nairi radio-locating station 
– a radar capable of being deployed and 
brought to operational mode within few 
minutes. The radar has a range of up to 
4000 kilometers and detects medium and 
large flying vehicles.

Isatech Robotics presented two new 
models: a tracked, remotely controlled 
transport SUV designed for transporting 
cargo and medevac operations in hazard-
ous terrains; and a remotely controlled 
combat machine. The latter is capable of 
substituting a soldier on the battlefield and 
is fully able to engage in combat. Isatech 

Robotics also offers technologies 
for assisting war veterans who’ve 
sustained disabilities.

The first ever Armenian com-
pany specializing in building and 
producing innovative rehabili-
tation devices – QaylTech – was 
also presenting its products.

The Oqni company was also 
among participants. Oqni is an 
Armenian startup with an aim to 
create a full cycle of AI-driven 
prosthetics.

ArmHighTech 2022 was held March 
31-April 2 in Yerevan.

By Karine Terteryan

https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1076661/
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Armenia and China are strategic partners. Ambassador

Armenia and China are strategic part-

ners, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-

potentiary of the People’s Republic of 

China to Armenia Fan Yong told Armen-

press within the framework of the confer-

ence dedicated to the 30th anniversary of 

the establishment of Armenian-Chinese 

diplomatic relations, assessing the general 

level of bilateral political relations and 

trade and economic cooperation 30 years 

after the establishment of interstate rela-

tions.

The Ambassador highly appreciated the 

fact that two days ago, on April 6, when 

Yerevan and Beijing were marking the 

30th anniversary of the establishment of 

diplomatic relations between Armenia and 

China, the President of the Republic of Ar-

menia Vahagn Khachaturyan visited the 

new Chinese Embassy in Yerevan, partic-

ipating in both the diplomatic anniversary 

and the opening ceremony of the new em-

bassy building.

“We highly appreciate the step of the 

Armenian President. It shows the great 

importance that the two sides give to the 

development of bilateral relations,” said 

Ambassador Fan Yong.

According to the diplomat, during the 

last 30 years the cooperation between the 

two countries has been progressing very 

steadily, which has been getting stronger 

lately.

“Great importance has been given to 

the development of peaceful relations be-

tween the two countries - diplomatic, po-

litical, economic - to all other components, 

so that they can be further strengthened 

and developed,” said the Ambassador.

The trade and economic relations be-

tween Armenia and China, as Ambassador 

Fan Yong had stated in his article published 

in “Armenpress”, have made significant 

progress in recent years. According to Chi-

nese government statistics, trade turnover 

between Armenia and Armenia exceeded $ 

1 billion in 2020, growing by 34.8% , and 

in 2021 bilateral trade reached a new re-

cord high of $ 1.4 billion.

 Thus, Armenia has become China’s 

leading trading partner among the three re-

publics of the South Caucasus.

In this context, Ambassador Fan Yong 

added that in recent years there has been 

an increase in Chinese investments in Ar-

menia.

“As you can see, the buses, all those in-

novative equipment came from China. At 

the moment, Chinese factories are invest-

ing in Armenia’s infrastructure, especially 

in the field of solar energy. Despite the 

coronavirus pandemic, even in this situa-

tion, bilateral trade in 2020 reached $ 1 bil-

lion. According to the latest data, bilateral 

trade has increased by 30%, reaching $ 1.4 

billion in 2021. If you check the statistics 

of the Armenian side, it says that in 2021 

the bilateral trade turnover amounted to 1.2 

billion dollars, that is, the data of the two 

sides are very close to each other,” the Chi-

nese Ambassador clarified.

Looking at the prospects for the next 30 

years of Armenian-Chinese relations, Am-

bassador Fan Yong says that both countries 

are very calm and very confident about the 

future of Armenian-Chinese relations, as 

those relations have been built on a very 

solid foundation for the past 30 years.

“We have no doubt about that, because 

we have the strong will of both sides to de-

velop our future well, we have the aspira-

tion of our leaders for better development, 

we have peoples who are friends, we have 

no problem in politics, we do not have any 

problems or disagreements regarding the 

development of the economy. I want to say 

that our relations are mutually beneficial, 

we are useful to each other,” the Chinese 

Ambassador to Armenia told. 
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Armenia, Azerbaijan and Turkey: Caught Between Russia and the West
By Harut Sassounian

As the war in Ukraine is continuing 
to cause more devastation and the loss of 
human life, countries around the world, 
particularly Armenia, Azerbaijan and Tur-
key, had to make difficult choices in their 
policies, public statements and votes in 
international organizations. Despite con-
cerns about Turkey’s inconsistent posi-
tions, it is clear that neither Russia nor the 
West is willing to push Turkey to the op-
posing camp. Pres. Erdogan’s senior advi-
sor, Ibrahim Kalin, pompously told CNN 
that Western countries have urged Turkey 
to maintain its ties with Russia, which is 
highly unlikely. Erdogan was quoted as 
saying: “we can neither give up on Ukraine 
nor Russia.” This is described as “strategic 
ambiguity.”

Here is my analysis of the repercus-
sions of this war on Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Turkey. Will they be able to maintain 
their ambiguous positions or will they 
stumble and lose their delicate balance?

Let us start with the votes these three 
countries have cast regarding the conflict. 
The first vote took place on February 25 
at the European Council where Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey are members. Out 
of the 47 members, only Russia and Ar-
menia voted against the motion to suspend 
Russia’s membership in the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe and the 
Committee of Ministers. Forty-two coun-
tries voted in favor. Azerbaijan did not 
vote. Turkey abstained.

The next vote came on February 28 in 
the UN Human Rights Council on whether 
to include the situation in Ukraine on the 
Council’s agenda. Out of the 47 Council 
members, 29 voted in favor and 13 ab-
stained (including Armenia). Russia was 
probably not pleased with Armenia’s vote. 
On the other hand, the Charge d’Affaires 
of Ukraine in Armenia Denis Avtonomov 

expressed his government’s satisfaction 
with Armenia’s vote. More importantly, 

on March 4, the Human Rights Council 
voted to establish a commission to inves-
tigate Russia’s violations in Ukraine. Thir-

ty-two countries voted in favor and 13 
abstained (including Armenia). Azerbaijan 
and Turkey are not members of the UN 
Council.

The UN General Assembly ad-
opted a resolution on March 2 calling on 

Russian forces to withdraw from Ukraine. 

141 member states voted in favor and 35 
abstained (including Armenia). Turkey 
voted in favor. Azerbaijan did not vote.

Going beyond votes, Armenia’s Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan has the difficult 
task of balancing his country’s military, 
political and military alliance with Russia 
with trying to maintain positive relations 
with the West. Pashinyan made his first 
cautious remarks regarding the conflict on 
March 2: “We are deeply saddened by the 
unfolding events which are now clear that 
will have global repercussions. Our hope 
is that the scheduled Russian-Ukrainian 
talks will take place and become fruitful, 
and diplomacy will be able to silence the 
cannons.”

Azerbaijan also has its foot in both 
camps. On February 26, Ukraine’s Presi-
dent Volodomyr Zelensky tweeted twice 
praising Azerbaijan for supplying $5 mil-
lion of medicines and ordering Azeri gas 
stations in Ukraine to provide free fuel to 
emergency vehicles, just days after Azer-
baijan and Russia had signed a treaty of 
alliance. However, Azerbaijan has not im-
posed sanctions on Russia, just like Turkey 
and Armenia. Since Ukraine had supported 
Azerbaijan politically and militarily prior 
to the 2020 Artsakh war and the fact that 
2,000 Russian peacekeepers are providing 
security for Artsakh Armenians, the gov-
ernment of Artsakh announced its recogni-
tion of the “independence” of the Russian 
controlled regions of Donetsk and Lugansk 
in Ukraine.

Turkey is the only NATO member 
that has refused to impose sanctions on 
Russia and kept its airspace open to Rus-
sian planes, in order not to lose Russian 
investments, gas imports, and large in-
come from tourists. Surprisingly, Erdogan 
approved on March 1 an investment pro-
motion agreement with Belarus which is 
sanctioned by the West for joining Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. On the other hand, 
Turkey blocked the passage of some Rus-
sian warships through Turkish straits to 
the Black Sea, as stipulated by the 1936 
Montreux Convention. US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken expressed his appre-
ciation for the Turkish decision. Neverthe-
less, Turkey-U.S. relations remain frigid.

After five of its dozen Turkish drones 
were shot down by Russia, Ukraine plans 
to purchase more drones from Turkey 
which have targeted Russian armed con-
voys. On the other hand, Turkey had pur-

chased Russian S-400 anti-aircraft missiles 
causing the United States to sanction fel-
low NATO member Turkey, blocking its 
acquisition of the American F-35 stealth 
bombers.

On March 1, The New York Times 
published an article by Carlotta Gall titled, 
“Ukraine Invasion Increases Friction Be-
tween Erdogan and Putin.” She reported 
that hours before the start of the war, two 
Turkish planes landed in Ukraine to evac-
uate diplomatic staff and other Turkish 
citizens from Kiev. However, the planes 
and evacuees became stranded, resulting 
in Pres. Erdogan getting criticized at home 
for misreading the looming danger and not 
acting quicker. Erdogan had invited Presi-
dents Putin and Zelensky to Turkey to me-
diate the conflict. Putin politely declined 
the invitation. Erdogan shut down several 
Western media outlets silencing their crit-
icisms of Russia.

Despite Turkey’s fence-sitting in the 
conflict, “three Turkish factories and four 
warehouses in Ukraine were destroyed 
By Russia during the war. These facto-
ries manufactured ammunition and small 
bombs,” reported the London-based Ara-
bic newspaper Rai Al-Youm. In addition, 
“a large factory that specialized in build-
ing the structures of Bayraktar drones was 
destroyed.” Ukrainian factories supply 
engines and other critical parts for Turk-
ish drones. The newspaper quoted an un-
named senior advisor to Erdogan stating 
that Turkish losses in Ukraine are in the 
hundreds of millions of dollars and could 
possibly reach billions of dollars.

Meanwhile, Erdogan’s son-in-law, 
drone manufacturer Selcuk Bayraktar, 
tweeted: “I condemn in the strongest terms 
the unlawful invasion carried out by Rus-
sia in defiance of the sovereignty of an in-
dependent nation.” He said he supported 
“Ukraine and Crimea, the homeland of our 
Turkish brothers resisting the occupation.” 
In a second tweet, Bayraktar regretted the 
“destruction and suffering caused by war.” 
Turkish citizens pointed out the hypocrisy 
of a “merchant of death” whose drones 
have caused so much destruction around 
the world. He obviously places his busi-
ness interests ahead of human lives.

The Russia-Ukraine war has disrupted 
the norms of international order, forcing 
many countries, including Armenia, Azer-
baijan and Turkey, to delicately balance 
their interests on both sides.
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Corruption Prevention Commission plans to introduce anti-
corruption educational programs in Armenia

Armenia highlights introducing an-
ti-corruption programs, raising public 
awareness for preventing corruption, the 
chief specialist at the department of edu-
cation, public awareness programs and 
monitoring in the Corruption Prevention 
Commission said in an interview to Ar-
menpress.

Anahit Hovakimyan said the Commis-
sion plans to introduce anti-corruption edu-
cation and subject programs with the study 
of the best international practice and via its 
localization in Armenia.

“Although there are anti-corruption-re-
lated courses, different informal programs 
in Armenia, but they are very few and do 
not always ensure the necessary effective-
ness. The analysis of the current situation 
in Armenia shows that citizens very often 
are not aware of the anti-corruption re-
forms that have been carried out, and as a 
result they do not use them, which in its 
turn leads to the reduction in the efficiency 
of the steps taken so far”, she said.

Mrs Hovakimyan added that it is pro-

posed to take constant steps, carry out 
awareness raising campaigns for public 
servants and broad circles of the society, 
as well as organize special courses to form 
zero tolerance to corruption phenomenon 
and a will for jointly fighting corruption.

The function on conducting anti-cor-
ruption education belongs to the Corrup-
tion Prevention Commission. Hovakimyan 
said the Commission is currently studying 
the international experience of preparing 
and implementing formal and informal ed-
ucational programs, the innovations used 
in them and their experience for making 
high-quality courses.

“We decided to analyze the successful 
examples at a global level. Of course, they 
should be localized and adapted to our na-
tional and cultural features, and then to or-
ganize courses in educational institutions. 
We are studying the experiences of all pos-
sible anti-corruption programs. Moreover, 
these experiences are from such countries 
as Austria, UK and the United States”, she 
said.

According to her, the anti-corruption 
education could serve as a mean for pre-
venting corruption as the lack of public 
awareness in this field forces to pay atten-
tion on its necessity in Armenia.

“The implementation of educational 
programs will form a negative attitude to-
wards corruption within the society, will 
contribute to citizens’ demonstrating right 
behavior, forming a demanding approach 
among citizens, as well as to the reduction 
of corruption cases in the long-run”, Anahit 
Hovakimyan said.

She said it is supposed that there will 
be classes in universities relating to an-
ti-corruption content and strengthening of 
integrity. “Trainings will be organized for 
teachers”, she said.

As for the international cooperation in 
this direction, Hovakimyan highlighted the 
cooperation with the UN’s GRACE ini-
tiative (Global Resource for Anti-Corrup-
tion Education and Youth Empowerment). 
“It gives us an opportunity to exchange 
teaching materials on anti-corruption and 
strengthening integrity, to get acquainted 
with the UN experience in this field. We 
also have an invitation to participate in a 
summer school within the framework of 
the cooperation”, she said.

She also mentioned the cooperation and 
the signing of a memorandum of under-
standing with IACA, which will allow to 
organize trainings among public servants.

There are no concrete dates for the 
launch of educational programs, but the 
Commission hopes they will launch it 
soon.

 
Interview by Karine Terteryan
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Post-war social crisis alleviated, proper living 
conditions in place – Artsakh authorities

ARMENPRESS - 46,000 people were 
displaced in the 2020 war in Artsakh, and 
over 25,628 of them have returned. Hous-
ing and employment are the top issues for 
them and the Artsakh Ministry of Social 
Development and Migration is working to 
resolve the problems.

In an interview to ARMENPRESS, the 
Minister of Social Development and Mi-
gration of Artsakh Armine Petrosyan said 
that immediately after the war they began 
the implementation of a number of assis-
tance programs to mitigate the social issues 
of the forcefully displaced citizens.

“Thanks to the programs imple-
mented both with our own means as well 
as jointly with the Government of Arme-
nia, we can say that right now we have 
succeeded in mitigating the social crisis 
and creating maximally favorable liv-
ing conditions for our population. These 
were mostly short-term social support 

programs and currently we aim at re-
placing them with the kind of programs 
that would ensure employment opportu-
nities,” Petrosyan said.

The Artsakh authorities are also work-
ing on the housing issues, as well the issue 
of giving a legal status to the internally dis-
placed persons.

“We’ve developed new approaches 
for solving social issues aimed at creat-
ing jobs, developing SMEs and provid-
ing support to farmers. For this purpose, 
we’ve opened a foundation under the 
ministry, the function of which is to co-
operate with philanthropists and inves-
tors to encourage the opening of SMEs 
in Artsakh and assist farmers,” she 
added.

In addition to the implemented various 
programs, the Artsakh authorities plan to 
substitute the assistance programs with de-
velopment programs in 2022.

“We are planning to organize voca-
tional training programs for displaced 
people and other social groups, provi-
sion of social assistance to unemployed 

displaced people to start small entre-
preneurships in villages, as well as the 
implementation of self-employment and 
employment through the donations from 
private philanthropists and charitable 
organizations within the framework of 
the ministry’s Social Development Pro-
grams Foundation,” the minister added.

The Artsakh authorities also launched 
a Social-Psychological Center which will 
research all social needs of citizens and 
act as a bridge between the society and 
the ministry. The first office of the center 
was opened in Martuni. Gradually it will 
expand to Stepanakert, Askeran and Mar-
takert.

Minister of Social Development and 
Migration of Artsakh Armine Petrosyan 
said that 46,000 citizens were displaced in 
the war, and 25,628 of them have returned 
to Artsakh so far.

Asked what job opportunities exist for 
the displaced persons, Petrosyan said the 
available jobs are mostly in the private sec-
tor: construction and services.

Interview by Ani Danielyan

‘We support stable and lasting peace’ – Artsakh President
President of the Republic of Artsakh 

Arayik Harutyunyan chaired an extend-
ed-format session of the government on 
April 9, his Office said.

Firstly, the President presented the lat-
est military-political developments of the 
Republic and then outlined the main ac-
tions to be taken in the public administra-
tion system in accordance with the logic of 
the current situation.

“We support stable and lasting peace, 
but we cannot bargain our people’s de-
mand by refusing from the right to self-de-
termination”, the President of Artsakh said, 
adding that given the new geopolitical re-
alities, a number of changes will be made 
to the agenda of the government based on 

necessity.
He said that discussions will soon start 

with political forces on forming a common 
political agenda which first of all will be 
based on the risks expected from the exter-
nal security challenges facing Artsakh.

“The talk is not about forming a coa-
lition government. But we all understand 
that we need a firm internal unity. There-
fore, my call is to all members of the Cab-
inet, all circles of the public to stand by 
each other in order to successfully over-
come the problems facing our state and 
people”, he said.

The President also said that the gov-
ernment is going through strict savings 
of financial resources, but added that this 

doesn’t mean that the approved programs 
won’t be implemented.

During the meeting the President of 
Artsakh gave a number of instructions to 
the responsible officials over the issues 
discussed.
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At Times Square, Nasdaq congratulates Orion 
supporting Armenian startups for raising $27 

million

One of the world’s largest stock ex-
changes, Nasdaq, has congratulated BAJ 
Accelerator and Orion Worldwide Innova-
tions for attracting $27 million in invest-
ments in 2021. As previously reported, 
the investments were made in Armenian 
startups operating in the fields of Security, 
SaaS, Robotics, FinTech, and AI. Orion is 
a New York-based company that opened an 
office in Armenia two years ago. Startups 
in the accelerator portfolio are on pace to 
attract another $20 million in 2022.

The showcase congratulating both BAJ 
Accelerator and Orion Worldwide Innova-
tions were published on the large Nasdaq 
screen in Times Square, New York (photo 
attached) with the following text: “NAS-
DAQ congratulates BAJ Accelerator & 
Orion Worldwide Innovations for their pro-

gram companies raising $27M in 2021.” 
“We are very honored to be recognized 

by Nasdaq. Armenian talent invent many 
innovative products, and we are glad that 
through Orion the successes of the Arme-
nian startups are becoming more visible to 
the world. For the first time this upcoming 
summer, we will organize the “Orion Sum-
mit 2022,” which will be an opportunity to 
highlight achievements together with ris-
ing unicorns that are part of our portfolio, 
and the Armenian startup ecosystem over-
all,” said Diana Arzumanyan, CEO & Co-
Founder of Orion Armenia.

About Orion
Or ion  Wor ldwide  Innova t ions 

(“Orion”), is a startup growth and ecosys-
tem acceleration hub and offers a full-ser-
vice package to make companies investable 
and enter the US market, enhance their cus-
tomer acquisition strategies, stay competi-

tive, and protect their innovation. Orion is 
a U.S.-based company that was formed in 
2017, with offices in New York City, U.S., 
and Yerevan, Armenia. Orion partners with 
companies and investor networks world-
wide.

About “BAJ Accelerator”
BAJ Accelerator is a growth stage ac-

celerator and is for startups at the Seed to 
Series A+ levels. BAJ Accelerator is the 
first one in the world “accelerating the 
acceleration of technology” by offering 
high-touch relationships for funding and 
growth, business and legal, investment and 
academia. Topics span an impressive range 
including technology, legal, finance, sales, 
marketing, leadership, storytelling and ex-
ponential thinking. BAJ Accelerator brings 
fast-paced Firing Range drive with the 
unique vision of “Less Talk, More Deals” 
slogan.

Armenian Church celebrates Palm Sunday
One week before the 

Feast of the Glorious Res-
urrection of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Armenian 
Church celebrates the Feast 
of Palm Sunday, celebrat-
ing the Triumphant Entry of 
Christ into Jerusalem.

Jesus comes into Jeru-
salem riding atop a donkey 
and the people gather to 
meet Him with reverence, 
thus fulfilling the words of 
the prophet from the Old 
Testament.

The Gospel of St. Matthew, in relating 
the story, refers to the prophecy, “All this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled, that 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying 
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your 
king is coming to you! He is humble and 
sitting on an ass, and a colt, the foal of an 
ass.” (Mt 21:4-5).

On His arrival, a large crowd of peo-
ple gathers to greet Him, and spread their 
cloaks on the road before Him, while oth-
ers cut branches from palm trees and place 
them on the path. The crowd exclaims: 
“Hosanna!  Blessed is the King of Israel 
that comes in the Name of the Lord” (Jn 
12:13).

On Palm Sunday, churches are 
decorated with branches from wil-
low trees and palm trees.  Follow-
ing a solemn morning service, the 
blessed branches are distributed 
to the faithful. This passage from 
the Gospels reminds each of us 
about the Coming of Christ, and 
teaches us to live in a manner that 
can make us worthy to stand before 
the Lord and exclaim: “Hosanna 
(Praise God)! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!”
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Switzerland 

AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Ourachweg 15 
CH-8200 Schaffhausen 
Phone No: •41 52 632 09 10 
Fax: +41 52 632 09 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 

Bahnhofstrasse 9 
CH..3125 Totten
Phone No: +41 31 810 40 10 
Fax: +41 31 810 40 11 

AZAD Pharma AG 
AZAD Pharmaceutical Ingredients AG 

Canada 

AZAD Fine 
Chemicals Ltd. 

1895. 55th Avenue 
Dorval, CIC H9P 1G9 
Phone No: +1 514 636 19 99 
Fax: +1 514 636 75 55 

Atlit Inc. 

16 Westminster Ave., 
Sulte 306A 
Montreal, CIC H4X 121 
Phone No: +1 514 369 25 91 
Fax: +1 514 369 81 67 

China 

Hangzhou 
Representative 
Office of 
AZAD Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients AG 

Room 801-087, Uxln Plaza, 
#102 Moganshan Road 
310051 -1-langzhou China 

Phone +86-571-8761 5336 
Mobile +86-153-5505-0903 
Fax:+86-571- 8895 8963 

Germany 
AZAD Pharma GmbH 

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 6a 
OE-78315 Raeloltzell 
Phone No: •49 7732 939101510 
Fax: •49 7732 9391016 

Armenia 
AZAD Pharmaceuticals 
LLC 
Vanahovit 8, Proshlan 
Ashtarak Ave., Kotayk Marz 
Phone No: +374 93 40 40 62 
F4X: •374 93 40 34 40 

Armenian Identity Card
The goal of the Armenian Identity 

Card (HyeID) non-profit organization 
is to unify Armenians worldwide in 
a common platform so that through 
contacts, queries and referenda they 
can express their views and positions 
regarding issues of general interest to 
Armenians around the world and issues 
of particular interest to Armenian com-
munities in various countries.

Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 
also makes it possible to establish busi-
ness networks, the cardholder can par-
ticipate in various charitable projects, 
and can obtain discounts from Arme-
nian and non-Armenian businesses all 
over the world. Armenians should feel 
themselves to be full-fledged “citizens” 
of a reborn  Armenia and the Armenian 
Identity Card is the «passport» for all 
Armenians.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID) 

network is an effective environ-
ment where Armenians can implement 
various projects and pan-Armenian pro-
grams. At the heart of HyeID is the cre-
ation of an Armenian database which 
will become the reliable and objec-
tive basis to realize the potential of all 
Armenians around the world. Based 
on that database, it will be possible to 
implement various permanent and tem-
porary initiatives through the Armenian 
Identity Card (HyeID)   organization.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID) worldwide  network enables  
cardholders to elect and get elected to 
the leadership of The Armenian Iden-
tity Card (HyeID) network structures.
• The Armenian Identity  Card 

(HyeID)  cardholders can benefit from 
the possibility of discounts intended 
for HyeID cardholders when 
shopping for products 
and services in various 
countries of the world.
• The Armenian Iden-

tity Card (HyeID)  card-
holders can participate 
in queries and referenda 
initiated by the HyeID 
network and vote on is-
sues of national interest 
to Armenians.
• Ensure the security 

and privacy of The Arme-
nian Identification Card 
(HyeID)   cardholders.

The Armenian Identity Card (HyeID)  
cardholders who live in the Diaspora 
intend to utilize the possibilities made 
available through HyeID to form a Dias-
pora representative body — Diaspora 
Armenian Parliament — through dem-
ocratic elections.

Armenia Office of the  
Armenian Identification Card 

(HyeID)   Organization

Address: 1 Amiryan str., Yerevan, RA, 
0001 (In Armenia Marriott Hotel)

Phone: +374 55 509050, 
+374 91777739:

E-mail: armenia@hyeid.org, 
Website: armenia.hyeid.org
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